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PAPERS RELATING TO INDIGO CULTIVATION IN BENGAL. 
(Preliminary to the Appointment of the Commission.) 


SELECTIONS from the Correspondence connected with Indigo Cultivation, 
on record in the Office of the Secretary to the Qovernment of Bengal, from 
April 1854 to the 1st of May 1800. 


— No. 1.— 

From A. Sconce, Esq., Judge of Niiddea, to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal ; dated Kisnaghur, 20 April 1854. 

]\Ty dear Beadon, 

I AM more sure that some such statement as that I now enclose should be 
submitted for the consideration of Government, than of the proper manner of 
doing it. I profess mendy to put on paper the outspoken complaints which 
people here make against the system generally, but not, as they allow, universally 
practis(Ml in the cultivation of indigo ; and I would beg you to do me the favour 
of laying the jiaj er before the (lovernor General. 

I write, of cour<(', not knowing wliether or no the same matter has not been 
already ])ressod upon the attention of Government, perhaps I should say, not 
knowing hut that Government has reason to decline the inhnediato discussion of 
it, My own idea, however, is that it is no longer enougli to measure the advan- 
tages of European capital and energy by the value of our exports of indigo ; the 
effects of tin? system upon the people should also be considered; and I should 
wish to be satisfied tliat, in connexion with the culfivation and manufficture of 
indigo, the people labour under none of those evils which, by a kind of social 
misadvqjiturc, formerly pievailcd, nay, which men may regret, but are perfectly 
free to allow, do still prevail in England. 

If the suggestion which I make, of a commi.ssion of inquivy, should be listened 
to at all, I should like to add that it seems to me, for the purpose, should be 
associated with the Revenue Commifiieioner an English and a native gentleman 
not ill the public service. 


^ Note. 

I feel that I ought not to hesitate to put on record the remarkable statements 
regarding the indigo system of this district that have been made to me by natives 
of respectability and intelligence, and in a position to be informed of the facts 
which they narrate, and which, if misinformed, they themselves assuredly believe. 
My connexion with indigo districts is too recent to jermit me to state the circum- 
stances I am about to describe as having fallen Mftthin my own knowledge. 
Indeed, I have known for years, ^through casual commupication with the fieople, 
that a native landholder would shrink from the approach of indigo cultivation as 
they do from fire in the dry prairies of America; and otherwise, the violent out- 
rages that from time to time spring from the sowing of indigo indicate an 
unwillingness on the part of ryots to place their lands at the service of the 
planter ; but excepting these occasional and very general sources of observation, 
1 Ime personally no knowledge of the complicate relationship subsisting between 
72. A 2 indigo 
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indigo planters as landlords, as cultivators, or as manufacturers, and the ryots as 
tenants or labourers, or producers and sellers of produce ; and though the recom- 
mendation which it is the main purpose of this paper to submit, be manifestly 
grounded chiefly on my own ignorance of the subject, it is so plain to me that the 
strong sentiments and warm feelings of the people, or, at all events, of tliat por- 
tion of the people with whom 1 have communicated, are not sufficiently known, 
have not been sufficiently investigated and discussed, and, at all events, to their 
aj)prehensioii have not been sufficiently refuted, that 1 presume to suggest that 
tlie complaints made should be authoritatively sifted. 

\Vlieii seeking information on this subject, one simple question seemed to me 
to lie at the bottom of the whole matter, namely, the willingness or unwillingness 
of the ryots to co-operate in the cultivation of indigo. Willingness would betoken 
contentment and profitable industry ; luiwillingricss might express constraint, 
bankruptcy, undeliverable bonds. I have asked, therefore, simply whether the 
cultivation of indigo was acceptable to the people ; and the answer given to me, 
interrupted more than once by the declaration that tongue must fail fully to 
describe the various forms in which misused power was exercised, was a long 
narrative of what appeared to be, to the speakers, remediless injustice. 

1 cannot sufficiently guard against the possible interence that I advance any 
statement of my own knowledge ; I write whai perfectly credible and perfectly 
respectable ])eopIe have told me ; and what 1 am persuaded they tliemselves 
believe. No one, I may add, who has had long intercourse with the natives can 
have foiled to notice the credulity and weakness of judgment which, in some 
respects, and i)articularly in whatever relates to their i)osition towards Europeans, 
imperfect education, narrow experience, and the timidity of their national 
character, tend to engender; but, allowing for this source of error, there is, 1 
think, in their statements a substratum of understood grievances which cannot, 
nnlistened to, be cast aside. 

Tlio general impression conveyed to me r(‘garding the ijidigo system is, that it 
is sustained throughout by compulsion, and by the advantages gained by arbitrary 
and unrighteous dealing. 

It is said that the ryots arc driven by force or fear to undertake the cultivation 
of indigo; that they arc not allowed to cultivate other crops till they have sown 
indigo, first, it may f)e, on the jdantcr’s nijjote land, next on the ryots’ own lands ; 
that done, the ryots' labour and cattle being limited, it is too late to go on with 
other cro[)S. ‘ 

It is said that ryots arc not at liberty to devote what lands they choose to the 
cultivation of indigo, but their best land, this field or that, as the planter may 
point out. 

It is said that, in contracting engagements for land, j)lanters require large 
and unusual measure, two and a half heegahs of tlie common heegah to make one 
beegah. 

It is said to be notorious that a ryot gains little, if at all, by the advance of 
tAV(» ru{)ees a heegah piadc to him by the planter ; he has to pay it away to the 
factory aiidah. 

It is said that in delivering his produce the ryot is compelled to deliver two 
bundles for one ; two •bundles are taken from him at the market price of one 
bundle. This is said to ho done by Jying the leafy heads of two (or more) 
bundles together, and making one factory bundle. 

It is said that the w'ork of the factory is carried on by the inadequately requited 
services of labemrers. Boatmen, and hackery drivers ; by the extortionate cesses 
which planters levy from their tenants ; by the compulsory loans which mahajuns 
are obliged to make for the purpose of liquidating ryots’ balances. 

Ryots, it has been said to me, ^ have nothiuir, and can have nothing ; they are 
working cattle merely, not men reconciled to labour by their gains. 

1 find it difficult to obtain anything like an exact conception of t!jc forms in 
Avhicli the force or compul^on alleged to be used towards the ryots is exerted ; it 
is said that cattle are not^illowed to graze ; that* they are carried off altogether, 
perhaps plundered, perhaps drowned ; that crops are wantonly destroyed ; that 
houses are harried and burnt. Complain, say they ; how often would you have 
the i)oor man and the weak man to complain ? It is better to bear than to 
complain. 

It will be understood that Fdo not adopt these statements; they are deplor- 
able ; but the utmost I am entitled to say is, that it is deplorable, not that they 

are 
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are true, but that they should be believed to be true ; and it is to this belief that 
I think measures of inquiry and redress are due. 

Should a commission of inquiry be instituted, these points would specially be 
attended to : — 

1. The whole conditions of a ryots engagement, as a tenant, to cultivate 
indigo ; embracing the nature of his rent in money or in crop ; the rate of his 
rent ; the rate of advances, and extent to which advances are made ; the size of 
the beegah compared with the beegah of rice land ; the period of the engagement, 
;^iid terms and manner of delivering the indigo, 

2. The indigo being ripe for delivery, does the planter account for it at 
the full bazaar j^rice ? Under what: condition is indigo seed taken and accounted 
for ? 

3. Ordinarily, what provision is made for the termination of a ryot’s engage- 
ments ? is any period specified? Has the provision of Section V., Regulation V. 
of 1830, been taken advantage of? In practice, by any, is an engagement con- 
siderc'd interminable ? 

4. Season failing, on whom does the risk rest ? Is the ryot accountable for 
advances only; or for tln^ entire money rent of the year; or for tho value of an 
estimated but ungrowii crop of indigo ; or for both rent and advances ? 

5. What proportion does the advance bear to the whole rent ; or if the rent be 
estimated in kind, what is the proportion of the advance to the value of the crop ? 
In delivering the produce, at what rate is the portion not advanced upon credited 
to the ryot ? 

G. Practically, in this factory and in that, to what extent are balances scored 
up against ryots ; ordinarily what adjustments are effected ; how long is adjust- 
ment deferred ? 

7. Practically, wdiat is the comparative position of ryots who grow indigo, and 
of ryots who grow other crops but not indigo ? ^ Is indigo more liable to fail than 
other crops ; if so, do the superior returns per begah from indigo remunerate the 
ryot for his greater losses ? Ordinarily, are indigo ryots above the wojld ? 

8. At what rate, under what conditions, is the labour of various description^ 
required by the planter remunerated; for tilling the primte lands of tlie factory? 
for gathering the crops ; for manufacturing the indigo, and for trail simrting it ? 
Is a lost crop worked out in labour? If worked out how is account taken ? 

9. In farms and talooks attached to indigo factories, wliat is the condition of 
the sub-tenants as such. 

Xlicso queries may seem mainly to refer to the conditions of the native ryot ; 
but they necessarily embrace the co-relative rights and interests of the planter. 
A factory worked for 20 years or for half a century, must necessarily be invested 
with some sort of rights ; to ascertain, to define and to preserve these rights could 
not but be advantageous, and is certainly due to the indigo planter : and possibly 
even a planter should be expected to admit, that in tiir-^ystem into which he w^as 
necessarily adopted, investi^tiou may disclose involuntary defects which he him- 
self would be most unwilling to perpetuate. 

Kishnaghur, 20 April 1854 . A. Sconce, 


Minute by the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal ; dated 5 June 1854. 

This paper, with the letter to Mr. Beadon which accomjianied it, was handed 
to me by Mr. Beadon. 1 Preached Mr. Beadoir’jipparently too late to be sub- 
mitted t 9 Lord Dalhousie ; and I have hitherto been too much occupied to give it 
proper attention. 

It professes to give a succinct account on the evidence of many natives of the 
zillah of Nuddea, some of them said to be credible and trustworthy persons, of the 
oppressions practised on their ryots by the kidigo planters of the district; and 
assuredly the statement is a most grievous one. 

72 . A 3 Greatly 
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Greatly compressed, the charges against the plantei:3 are to tlie effect that 
their whole sysleiu is one of compulsion and arbitrary and unrighteous dealing; 
that the ryots are made by force to cultivate indigo, and not allowed to cultivate 
anything else till they have sown indigo : that they are not allowed to choose the 
land but must tnvc up to indigo anv of their fields which the planter may select : 
that every planter takes two-and-a-half beegahs from a ryot as one beegah ; and, 
not content with that, takes always from every ryot two bundles of indigo plant 
for one : wliilc the money paid for the land in advance is of no use to the ryot, as 
he is obliged iniinediately he gets it to pay it all back again to the factory amlah : 
that all the servants and labourer^j of planters, boatmen, hackery drivers and all, 
are forced to work for inade(juate wages, while inordinate cesses arc levied from 
ryots, and maliajuns are constrained to make compulsory loans to the ryots, for 
the pur])osc of paying the ryots balances to the factory; tliat the ryots have, and 
can have, nothing for their labour and land, but arc treated as mere working 
cattle: that their crops are wantonly destroyed by the planters, theii* houses 
harried and burnt, their cattle carried off as plunder or drowned, and that “ it is 
better to bear than to complain/* 

Upon these slatemeiits which, thoiigli condensed, I have stated in Mr. Sconces 
own words Mr. Sconce recommends the appointment of commissioners to inquii e 
into the relations of planters and ryots, and to sec if these and many otlier similar 
things be true. 

I wisli that Mr. Sconce, before founding sucli a recommendation on the state- 
ments of the natives, had remembered that there vyere two parties to the quarrel, 
and tlu refore two versions of the statement, f wish that he had asked some of 
the many rcsi)( ctablc ] lantcrs of his district, to which he has been newly ap- 
j)ointed, and which is apparently the first indigo district in which he has served, 
wliat they had to say to these astounding stories of their violence and cruelty. 
Had h(‘ done so, or had he even inquired in the magistrate's or in his own 
office whctlicr it was true that the ryots found it nsedoss to complain, and there- 
fore never sought redress, I cannot lulp tliinking that he might have considerably 
modified tlie present statement and the ])i’esenl recommendation. 

For, granting that the whole (5f these obviously exaggerated stories were true, 
or supposing tliat a commission instituted, as Mr. Sconce would recommend, were 
to find that these oppressions really were of constant or frequent occurrence, 
what would follow? not that indigo planting was inherently vicious, and jirojier 
to be put <l()wn by legislative enactment, but simply this, that in the zillah of 
Nnddea the laws wore ineilieient, and tlie tribunals of no avail ; that the strong 
might oppress the weak wdtli jierfect impunity; that crime met with no punish- 
moiit, and injustice went alwajs nnredressed. 

Ent if tilings really were so, if the strong and the ^iolent and the imscrnpulons 
could in Nuddea work their will with impunity, does Mr. Sconce suppose that 
there would be no ojiprcssors but English j)lant('rs? tliat no violence would be 
hcaid of but such as they perpetrate<rf that tln re would be notliing to tell of the 
hardness of mahajuns, or^the severity of zemindars. 

Or is it to be supposed that the tribunals would bo found to be vigilant and 
imjiartial towards all but English oppressors, gnd that none but planters could 
commit violence under thuir jurisdiction? 

Yet one of these conditions is what imist^have seemed to Mr. Sconce probable. 
He heard nothing of any tyranny but planters’ tyranny, and he has not alluded to 
any other kind of oppression. Had he supjiosed there was any such, he would 
surely have included it inliis proposed inquiry. He m^st certainly have supposed 
either that in a general dissolutiov of law and justice none were found to turn 
the anarchy to account hut tyrannous planters; or else that law and justice were 
in so singular a condition in Nuddqji that they dealt only with wicked natives, 
and allowed oppressive planters to commit all sorts of mischief with impunity. 

Whatever be the view w hich M^. Sconce may have taken of the case, it is quite 
certain that no commission ne^ be appointed. 

Supposing the stories toiy#to Mr. Sconce to ba\1? been thoroughly sifted and 
tested, and the replies of the ofiposite parties to have been allowed due weight, it 
might probably have been found that in Nuddea, as elsewhere, the laws and the 
manner of their administration, though greatly improved in the course of years, 
were not yet in so satisfactory a condition as that redress was at all times readily 
and easily afforded to the poor, non even always to the rich. It might have been 
found that this imperfection was partly due to the character of the people, and 

‘ therefore 
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therefore only to be remedied by the slow advance of knowledge and civilisation, 
and partly to errors of law and system, some of which perhaps are in course of 
alteration and amendment, and Some only await the advice and suggestions of 
observant and experienced men having the necessary acquaintance with facts. 
Mr. Sconce, in his position as head of the whole civil and criminal judicatures of 
the zillali of Nuddea, would have perceived that he had the power and the duty 
committed to him of remedying such imperfections of the system under his con- 
trol as might bo found to arise from mal -administration of existing institutions, 
while he. had ample opportunity to observe such defects as might be ascribablo to 
the institutions themselves, and could never perform a more acceptable service to 
the people or to the Government than in suggesting improvements founded upon 
his actual knowledge and experience. 

I would carefully and courteously communicate the substance of these remarks 
to Mr. Sconce in rej)ly to his pa[)er of observations. 1 would tell him that the 
Government hoped for valuable assistance from his mature suggestions, but 
1 would at the same time recommend to him to bring to the test of experience all 
general statements which might come to his hearing, for which he would have 
ample opportunity in the daily exercise of his important judicial functions.' 


IVom IV. Grey^ flsq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to A. Sco/zer, Esq,, 
Judge of Nuddea (No.- 1352); dated 9 June 1854. 


Sir, 

Your demi-oflicial letter of the 24th April last, with the official paper to which 
it gave cover, has been perused by the Lieutenant Ciovernor with attention. 

2, You gi^e, upon the authority of certain natives, a statemont of great vio- 
lence and oppression generally [)ractisc*d by indigo ])lanters in your district upon 
their ryots and dependents, and you recommend the Government to appoint a 
special commission of iiujuiry to investigate the subject. 

.3. The Lieutenant Governor observes that*you had barely been three months 
in the district when you made this recommendation, and tliat you do not appear 
to have tested the probability of tln^ statements made to you by aiiy examination 
of the recor<is of the courts subject to your control, by any intercourse with the 
planters of the district, or by any im|uiry among the intelligent and experienced 
pul)lic functionaries, at the head of the various d(‘partmcnts, resident at the 
station. 

4 . The Lieutenant Govovnov cannot doubt tliat you either have resortt'd to 

such obvious means of ascertaiiiiug the probability of those most serious general 
allegations since tlie date of your letter, or that you certain ly will do so shortly. 
Tie thinks also that in the coarse of the daily administration of Justice in your 
court you must have had, and will still further liave, op|)ortunities of satisfying 
your miiiil whether law and justice are imleed so utterly and shamefully 
relaxed and inefficient in the zillali of Nuddea as they must be if only a part of 
these epormoiis allegations be well founded. • ^ 

5 . He is of opinion, therefore, timt it will be proper to defer any further notice 
of your letter than this acknowledgment, and to await sucli other communication 
as you may think it your duty to make after having Jaken the best advantage of 
larger opportunity of kifbwledge. 




— No. 2. f- 

Frotn W. F. Fergusson,£si[., to IF. Grey, Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal ; dated 9 Maf 1854. 

Sir, 

I REQUEST you will Submit to his Honor the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal 
the accompanying letter of Mr. Henry Mackenzie, with myself the proprietor of 
the Jingergateha indigo concern, near the station of Jessore, which he addressed 
7 a. A 4 to 
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to Mr. J. Dunbar, lately specially deputed to that district, but which Mr. Dunbar 
returned, stating that his mission had terminated and that he could not take up 
the case. 

A similar representation to the Commissioner of the district has been attended 
with no effect, beyond a call for explanation from the Deputy Magistrate himself, 
and in the mean time our property is being ruined. 

The simple facts of the case are, that Abdool Luteef, lately appointed Deputy 
Magistrate at Kalarooah, has sot his face against indigo planting; that the know- 
ledge of this has encouraged the ryots in his jurisdiction to break their engage- 
ments and to refuse to sow; and that consequently about one-eighth of the 
property of the Jingergatcha concern is destroyed. 

It is not necessary for me to point out to his Honor the Governor of Bengal 
how ready natives are to break through their contracts, whether to sow indigo, 
rice, or anytliing, nor how small encouragement from any one in authority will 
induce them to do so, and also how difficult it is to prove that such encouragement 
has beeji given. 

The result, however, is certain and positive loss to the ])ropriotors of tlie con- 
cern, aipl it would 1)0 better for us that the Magistrate were corrupt than that he 
should he prejudiced, as Al)dooI Luteef s actions show tliat he is against us and 
other jdaiiters. 

I refer to tlio rocoids of the courts, to Mr. Dunbar, to any one connected w’itli 
the districts of Jesson' and Kishiiagliur, for evidence of Mr. Henry Macivcnzie's 
character for ju’obity and fair dealing with the ryots. Sowing, as the eonceru 
does, in upwards of 90 villages close to the station of dessore (for Jiiigergatciui is 
only eight miles from it), tlunv lias not been a single complaint against liiin; Out 
no sooner does Abdool Liitcef obtain power tlian the ryots in the wdiole of that 
])art of the eounlry refuse to sow and to fiiHil their engagements. 

All that I ask is, that any of the new complaints ai>ainst Mr. Mackemne bc‘ 
investigated hy any other magistrate or authority ; but I beg that it may bo done 
speedily, for the season for sowing is ffist jiassing away, and delay will be lo^s. 

I believe tliat on investigation it w'ill hv. found, tliat neither in character nor in 
conduct is Abdool Luteef fit to be entrusted with the powders of a magistrate. 


From //. Mackenzie, Es([., to J. Dunbar , Es(i. ; dated 24 April 18d-L 


Sii*, 

When you wore in Jessorc upon tlie commission of inquiry to wliicli you were 
de])atcd by (loverimient, yc»u bad the kindness one day to ask Mr. Maclagau and 
self, wdiat was tlie bearing of the authorities, Enroj)ean and native, towards ])!anters 
having business in tlieir courts. (Air answer was, tliat we met W'idi every propi^r 
courtesy from tlic European functionaries, but tliat 1 had to complain ot the inso- 
lent bearing towards myself and otliers of the Principal Siuleer Ameenj you weie 
tlioii kind enough to say that you would speak to him, and that it should not 
bajqieii again ; and I liavc! since learned from Mtissrs. DeVerinne and Savi, who 
had biisines.s in liis court sijne days ago, that your advice to him has luid the 
happiest effect. • ^ 

Though your mission of iiujuirv is now over, yet as the subject I am about to 
bring to vour notice should, 1 believe, have fornuMl part of that inquiry, but for 
the subdivision of Kalarooalf licing so much out of the^way, I think I am not 
wrong in addressing myself to you, as,^if you cannot interfere, you can at least 
bring to the notice of Mr. Halliday the grievances of which 1 have to complain. 
The first is, tlio unconrtcous and threat^ening style in wdiich I am addressed by 
the Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooah; one* of whose perwaimalis I now enclose. 


* Perwannah of tlie Deputy Magis^tc of Kalarooah, to (Sr^e) Henry Mackenzie, of the 
Tuebapora Factory : 

Aliadoolla Mundle, Golapdec Mundle, Janker Mundle, Totagazee and Akbur DufFadar, of 
Mouzdi Koolay, appeared in this court, and presented a petition to the effect that your {tomar) 
Anieen, Kalashee and Dewan, accompanied by Lattiab, had been constantly moving about the 
village, with a view to mark forcibly tlic paddy lands of the plaintiffs for the cultivation or imugo, 
to arrest and mtike advances to them, and iiy the event of tlieir refusing to take advances, to 

plunder 
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and as a contrast to it, I send tho accompanying one* from Mr. Toogood, which There arc two. 
will show the difference between the courteous style of tho gentleman and tho 
intended want of courtesy of the native. The perwannahs were issued, and the 
threats held out, withput any inquiry into tho merits of the complaints, and without 
one single -proof of oppression on my part. 

I'o show the leaning of the deputy magistrate, 1 may mention that some time 
ago, on receiving notice from my neighbour, Mr. Larniour, that a number of my 
villagers were conspiring together with the view not to sow indigo, I addressed an 
English letter to tlie dej)uty, enclosing Mr. Larmour’s, pointing out |)roors of tlie 
same parties having last year boon leagued together to destroy my indigo (acknow- 
ledged in tho razeenamah of Nobiii Ghose, one of the ringleaders), and that their 
inanition thh year was, to get u|) false cases, to prevent me from measuring some 
piitncc villages I had purchased last year. My l(‘tter was treated with silent 
contempt ; not so the false petitions of which I had warned lum, and ni)on which 
be issued the unbecoming and threatening perwannahs of which the one enclosed 
is a specimen. 

I am told that this man’s prejudice towards indigo planters arises out of the 
following circumstances : — It seems that many years ago his farriily held an indigo 
advance of 17 cottahs of land from tho Meerguiige eoncern, ami one season they 
were made to sow three beegahs, hence his mania and constant cx])ression (not 
very becoming upon tiic bench), Neclker Sahlh-ha joolum ham koobjanta. This 
unfortunate expression of his before crowded courts has encouraged some ryots 
who never did before and never would have thought of complaining; and is made 
a handle of by zemindars, their omia, gattidars, and those hangers on and mischief- 
makers about all villages, holders of rent-free tenures, who liate indigd'bccansc it 
interferes with their monopoly of the ryots’ crops, under the name of Bckj Burger, 

To show that the ryot himself is not alone to blame for tlie trouble given in not 
fulfilling his contract, I may mention two cases that will show' from whence pro- 
ceeds, in most cases, the olycction to sow indigo. Some <lavs ago, after a heavy 
showier, I sent my dewan to tlie Nnib of Oomescluinder Paul Chowdry to ask 
him to allow those ryots that were willing to sow their lands ; his answer was, “ I 
cannot until I hear from my nioonced to witlidravv the order not to sow.” This 
is to force me into taking an ijara, giving for it a loan of 2 or 3,000 ; another 
who has stopped my sowings in three villages is a vakeel in the Kishnaghur 
court. He Avants me to take off his hands a dhur ijarn on theibllowing terms : — 
to give one anna on each rupee of the jamma, to pay cash for the balance of 
rents, loans and paddy the ryots owe him, and to pay the amount, with expenses 
of a suit in court, which was decreed in my favour, equal to 400 in all. He wants 
me to give him 3,000 to alloAV me to sow 100 beegahs of indigo ; that I advanced 
to the ryots, for here is part of the secret of tbc ryots refusing to sow; and so long 
as those w ho instigate them to go and make false complaints are not made amenable 
to j)unishment, so long will the ryot be made a tool of by bad men ; more especially, 

• if 


plunder tlicir houses, lo assault and murder them. You {tomnhay) are therefore hereby forbidden, 
ind me directed to prevent your nn n and the Lattials, from j)ractising oppressions on the plaintiffs. 
You will aI^o see that when the plaintiffs cultivate their respective lands, jemr men throw no 
obstacles in their way. If \ ou (^iomnr) have* any claims to prefer on mni of advances for indigo, 
)rou are at libtrty to sue in the civil courts. Should you disobey this ^^"dor, and not abstain from 
practising oppressions, you (ttmakng) will be Ijeld seriously responsible [sun^een jawuhdahee). 
Dated tho *i7th March 1864. 

The Nazir should hand over this porwannuh to Goorooduss-Chuckerbutty, the mookhtar of the 
ibovo^aheb. 

• • 

* Perwannah of the Fouzdarry Court of Zillah Jc'^sore at Katchandpore, to Mr. (Sreejoot) 

Henry Mackenzie, of Jingtfgatcha. 

Case. — Plunder of cows and assault, &c. 

This day the case having been brought up, it appears' thbt the defendants have not attended the 
L’ourt, though repeatedly called upon to do so. As the defendants are your {(ipunkar) servants, you 
^Mpunee) are directed to make them appear (hazir kurrya diben) at the court within two days, 
bated 29th December 1853. ^ 

Perwannah of the Fouzdarry Court of Zillah Jessore to Mr, (5ra|^oof) Mackenzie, Proprietor of 

the Bazar at Jingergatcha. 

It appears from the report of Thannah Sajahalij that there are no Government chowkeedars at 
the above Bazar since its establishment; only two chowkeedars appointed by you (apwaar) guard 
snd protect it, but they have not got with them badges, and their names are not entered in tho 
register book. You (apunakay) are therefore directed to appoint chowkeedars at the said Bazar, 
Mxonling to the existing law. Dated 27th February 1864.* 

72. B 
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if encouraged, as he is by officials of the same bias as the deputy magistrate of 
Kalarooah. I may mention that until this deputy magistrate came to this sub- 
division, there was not any complaint for forcibly sowing indigo; and though I 
have indigo advances in 90 villages within the Jessore jurisdiction, not one com- 
plaint on this head has been made against me in three years. • 

To show how much the deputy magistrates known bias is likely to injure 
myself and my neighbour, Mr. Larmour, 1 may mention that a number of his and 
12 of my villages got up false complaints and refused to sow ; the magistrate, 
witliout putting them upon oath, ga\e them chii[)prassies to stop our people from 
going into the village's. Of the 12 villages in my line, seven have since sown 
their lands : so much for the consistency of the r\ots’ complaint, and the way in 
which tht'Y play upon this deputy magistrate’s |)rejmlice Since I became a pro- 
prietor T have avoided all coercion, trusting that Government, sooner or later, 
would see the noc(’ssity of making some string('nt laws that will punish not only 
thfj ryot himself for breach of his contract, l)ut which also reach the men who 
insti<‘at(^ him to do wrong. An er|ually string* nt law^ is also required to punish 
those who wilfully, or through careh ssness, destroy indigo crops. At present, not 
any two magistrates agree as to what is to be done wdth cattle trespassing, and to 
tell the planter to go and sue the ryots in the civil court lor breach of contract and 
dcslruciion of indigo plant, as this deputy does, is worse than a farce. The result 
would be, after a long time and much money spent, the ]ilanter might get a 
deuce njjon a poor wTetch, who would prove that all his worldly goods was the 
dirty dhootic upon his body. If (jovernnient would give the planters the pro- 
tection they are entitled to, and some security for the immense sums of money 
put into circulation by them, tbere w'ould be less cause of complaint against 
planters for U|)lK)ldiiig tlieir own rights. We do not ask for anything so stringent 
as the j)unishm('nts ( iovernment found it necessary to put in force to protect tlieir 
ow'ii monopolies in times long passed. 

Trusting that you will excuse the liberty that justice to myselt and those whose 
money I am speculating with, forces me to, in biinging to your notice the loss I 
am likely to suffer, m'arly 1,000 beegabs, cijiial to 9,000 casli, Iroin this servant of 
the Covernniont. ^ 

P S^ I have underlined the objectionable expressions in the deputy magistrate’s 

porwannah and their contrast in Mr. I’oogood’s. 

At the same time I enclose copy* of exiract from a Icttc'r of my niooktear at 
Kalarooah, which I pledge my honour ho addressed to me without any suspicion 
of its being made use of hereafter. 


From /V. Grey, lisq., Secretary to the CJovernmeiit of Benj^al, to A. C. Bidwell, 
Fw]., Coiiiuiissioiier of the Nuddea Division (No. )07o), dated tlfe 12th 
May 1854. 


Sir 

I AM desired to sen^'you in oriffinal a lettori received from Mr. W. F. Fer- 
guBson, a merchant of Calcutta, together with its ciiclosuros, being a commu- 
nication recently addressed to Mr. Dhnbar, by Mr. H. Mackenzie, an indigo 
planter in the district of Jessore, and certain llengallec documents referred to in 

that communication. ^ . . .* , 

The Lieutenant Governor is desirous that you should make inquiries, without 
delay, in regard to the statement niatle by Mr. Mackenzie, and rejiort to Govern- 

inent 

» Extract Doraoroph 1 of a letter dated 24th Cli>te 1200. from G..oruodoM Chuckerbutly and 
^ " Hurrybole Rooder, Mooklitars ut Kalarooah. 

•< You raav have received tbe^formalion r. garcling ,.ur affi.irs in the court here, vrhioh was com- 
municated in a previous Ictter.^lt appears .hat the officer ih charge of this sub-dtvisj^on is earnestly 
engaged in keeping the indigo factories under control, and prolect.ng ihe ryots. As soo" «» tha 

ryots present petiliona, strict orders a. e ua-sed prolnb.ong the sowing of ind.go. When pet wns 

L presented on behalf of U.e planters, .he above officer passes orders to the effect that they wdl not 
lie allowed to make the indigo cultivation will out the consent of t' e ryots, and that if they ha*e 
ny Xm. rpreU they a^e at hberty to sue under Act IV. of 1«40. Seve.. similar pet, .am. 
, resented relating to the Molate^ concern. If such orders aie passed by the hakim, we are 

658 .** 
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meat on the subject. Mr. Dunbar has, you will observe, in the accompanying 
extract from his rec^t Report upon Jessore, given a favourable account of Mr. 
Mackenzie as a planter, and on that consideration, as well as on account of the 
apparently unusual and objectionable nature of the deputy magistrate’s perwannah 
forwarded by Mr. Mnckenzie, the Lieutenant Governor thinks it right to rcwpiest 
that the case should receive prompt and careful attention. 

The return of the enclosures is requested, with your reply. 


Extract from a Report from Mr. J. Dunbar on the District of Jessore, dated 

the Ist March 1854. 

Paragraph 15. From the native zemindars I turn to the Kuropcan planters 
and landholders, and it is very satisfa(‘tory to’ me to feel that, in doing so, 1 sliall 
be able to mention some, at least, who take an interest in the v/elfare of those 
with whom they have to do, in one or both of these capacities. Mr. 11. Savi, of 
Novvhatta; Mr. Kenny, of Salkamoodoc ; A’r. Mears, agent of Mr. Maclagan, at 
Sindoree; and Mr. Rainy, of Coolnah, arc the planters of who?e generally 
oppressive conduct tlu‘ loudest and most frequent complaints were made to mo. 
The three first named are all, more or l(‘ss, embroiled in ejuarrols with Ramrntton 
Roy. 'Ihese cou^plMints must not, therefore, be received nnqiiostioned as sure 
evidence of the grievanees alleged ; yet it would be absurd to suppose that there 
are not among so largo a body as the j)lantcrs of Jessore, men who are keen- 
sighted enough when' their own interests are concerned, yet, [)orhaj)s, wilfully 
blind to every claim of r ght and hnmaiiitv, whicli may apj)ear to them to be 
oppos('d to those interests. The individuals just named Ijavo all a stake m the 
land itself, being eiiher ])utneedars or izaradnrs so that, as T have had occasion to 
remark before, it is not probable that tiny wouhl intt'iitionally carry tlieir exactions 
toofiir; but! can well inuh'rstai d that, without going to extremes, they may 
yet make themsc'lves very unpopular with their tenantry by ahvays insisting on 
having their best lands for the growtli of indigo, and allowu'ng less than a fairly 
remuneratiNc* price for the plant when cut and brought home. Planters who are 
liberal in their dealings with their ryots allow* a rupee for four biindle.s, every 
bundle measuring six iVet in girth, and those who arc hard and grasj)ing exact 
five or six. In n'gard to Mr. Hainv, of Coolnah, I am sorry to say tliat of his 
severity and oppn'ssiori I could have no room to doubt. Under the impression 
that the lands would yi('ld him a better return if planted with indigo, he had 
pressed the iiiliai>itants of one very populous village near his factory so hard that 
they had at last abandoned it. He discovered his error in time, and 1 believe he 
has the good sense to own it ; and 1 am told he is now^ endeavouring to con- 
ciliate lys people by milder measures; but he is generally looked upon in the 
soullierii parts of the district as a hard and unfeeling landlord. 

10. Mr. Do Verinue, of ('orngoolah ; Mr. Brae, of BahcTokally ; Mr. Kearns, 
of Ilazrapore; Mr. Cow Smith, of Ramnugger ; the Messrs. Macnair, of 
Joradah; and Mr. Mackenzie, of Jiugergatcha, arc all well spoken of. Their 
ryots are generally as well contented under them as the system of indigo culti- 
vation v>ill allow them to be. In working for their own bread, and with the just 
and honourable purpose of making money enough to enable them eventually to 
retire lo their own country, tliey do not overlook the claiiys and the interests of 
the many poor creatures around tliern, whose happiness and comfort are so greatly 
dependant on their own liberal and upright conduct. 


From W. Grey, Esq., Secretary to the Government if Bengal to W. F, Fergusson^ 
Esq., Merchant of Calcutta (So. 1024), dated tljg 12th May, 1854. 

Sir, ♦ 

I AM desired by the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter, dated the 9th instant, with enclosures, and in reply, to inform you 
that the Commissioner of the division has been ip^ructed to make an immediate 
72 . B j and 
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and careful inquiry in regard to the statements nmdo by Mr. Mackenzie, of Jin- 
gergatcha, n specting the conduct of the deputy magistrate of Kalarooah. The 
several enclosures of your letter have Ixxui forwarded to the Commissioner for that 
purpose. 


From J. C. Buhcetl, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division to the Secretary 
to the Government of Hcngal (No. 51), dated the 7th June 1854. 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 1075, dated 
the 12th ultimo, enclosing an original letter from Mr. Fergusson, a merchant in 
Calcutta, and requesting that I will make inquiries without delay in regard to the 
statements contained in that letter, and report the result to Government. 

2. 1 lost no time in forwarding the letters to the magistrate of Nuddea, in whose 
district the villages leferred to arc situate. 1 had previously forwarded for inquiry 
certain complaints of the same character brought against the deputy magistrate by 
Mr. Larmoiir, the manager of the atlairs of the Bengal Indigo Company, and both 
the magistrate of Nuddea and the joint magistrate of Baraset have looked carefully 
into the cases adverted to by the complainants as containing evidence of the par- 


tiality and unfair dealing of the d(‘puty 
subject. 

3. The only one* on vhich 1 am called 
havejdaeed l^elow his allegation side by 
trate's reply, 

Mr. Mack(uzic‘ slates that he has had 
the manage ment of the Jingergatcha con- 
cern for th(' last lour years, sand until 
Abdool Tinteef came to this part of the 
country there Mas never a complaint 
against him lor forcibly sowing indigo, 
eiiluu- in this district^or Jessorc. Since 
Abdool Luteef's coming a nniiibi'r of 
his ryots, presuming on the deputy ma- 
gistrate’s Mipj)Osed favour toM’avd 8 them, 
have* refused to sow. He had, he states, 
at this present moment, although there 
have been most favourable rains for 
sowiiig, 1,000 l)egahs of land and np- 
Avards unsown. 


Mr. Mackenzie ifbxt complains of 
the style of Abdool Luteef’s perivaiinabs. 
He is addressed by him in an nncoiirtc- 
ous style, and the ryots knowiiigjhe con- 
tempt in which he is held by this mau, 
take advantage of it and refuse to sow. 
’I'liese perwaiinahs are iajucd on the 
bare statement of r\ots,^ftaken without 
oath, and without any inquiry being 
held on the subject ; moreover, without 
any proof of oppression on bis (Mr. Mac- 
kenzie’s) part, the deputy magistrate 
grants chupprassies to the ryets under 

the 


magistrate, and rci)orted to me on the 

upon to report is Mr. Mackenzie’s. I 
side with abstract of the deputy magis- 

4. The deputy magistrate ro))lies that, 
Avilhout (iuesiioning the correctness of 
Mr Mackenzie’s statement that no com- 
])laints were ]>reviously lodged against 
liim, of the truth of Avhicli he has 
110 means of judging, he cannot ad- 
mit llic fact as proof that the ju'esGiit 
comjilaints are unlbumled. His court 
AA^as located at Kalarooah for the jiur- 
pose of allording jirotection to all jiar- 
ties subjected to oppression, avIio, before 
the existence of his court, might be 
obliged to bear their wrongs in silence, 
rallier tlian resort to courts^ situate 
at so great a distance as I he sudder 
courts of Jessore, Nuddea and Baraset. 
lie defies Mr. Mackenzie to produce 
any proof of undue favour towards the 
ryots, ami it is no f;\ult of his if Mr. 
Mackenzie has 1,000 bcegahs of land 
unsown. 

5. The deputy magistrate states in re- 
ply, that he addresses Messrs. Mackenzie 
and other gentlemen in the style which, 
as far as he has been able to ascertain, 
prevails in all other courts. He con- 
siders that it is not the deputy magis- 
trate that is speaking in the perwannah, 
but the Government of the country 
through their courts of justice, and that 
it would improper if the court ad- 
dressed these gentlemen on equal terms 
(which is apparently what they vrish), 
or made any difference in the style of 

address 
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the plea of protecting them, and the address to rich or poor. lie then refers 
consequence is that his own factory peo- to several perwannahs addressed to both 
pie are afraid to go into his own putnee indigo factories and zemindars by the 
and ijara villages. magistrate of Nuddec^ in which he says 

the style of address is exactly similar 
to that adopted by him. 

6, The deputy magistrate then takes occasion to notice the disresijectful man- 
ner in which the gentlemen complaining have mentioned his name, and alluded 
to him throughout their letters. 

7. ^Vith regard to the issue of the perwannahs complained of, he has only 
followed the practice of the courts. That when petitions are presented for pro- 
tection against apprehended violence or oppression, it has never to his knowledge 
been the practice to require proof, but to issue a perwannah warning the party 
complained of against the apprehended violence or illegality. To show that he 
did not adopt this system hastily, he mentions that shortly after he was ap))ointcd 
to the sub-division, some ryots petitioned for two burkuiidauzes to be stationed in 
their village, to protect them from Mr. Mackenzie’s j)eople, who were about to 
plunder their village, out of revenge for not sowing indigo. Being at the time 
inexperienced, he applied for advice to Mr. Montresor, the magistrate of the 
district, who wrote in reply: “ By all means send two bnrkundauzes to prevent 
Mr. Mackenzie’s people bullying the ryots:” and he submits that tins shows 
that whatever Mr. Dunbar may have heard of Mr. Mackenzie’s character, Mr. 
Montresor w\as not altogether of the same opinion, * or he would not have sanc- 
tioned his sending bnrkundauzes to protect the r^ts against his people, upon the 
mere petition of the formcir, and without requiring any proof; and that whenever 
ajjplicatiou was made on Mr. Mackenzie’s part for protection against ryots bent 
upon oircring personal violence, similar orders Lave been issued by liim. 


The last year a man of the name of 
Nobin Chundor (ihosc, in combination 
with others, brought a false complaint 
against him and his servants. Finding 
that he would be unable to prove tlie 
case, he wrote to him (Mr. Mackenzie), 
saying, that if he would protect him 
from the other ryots, he was willing to 
compromise the matter. lie agreed, 
and the case was accordingly compro- 
mised : this year the same mail put in 
petitions that he, Mr. Mackenzie, wished 
to sow their lands forcibly. The de- 
puty^ magistrate, without taking their 
statements on oath, granted them chup- 
prassies to protect them from his alleged 
tyranny. These very ryots have now 
sown their indigo, and no notice has 
been taken of the false complaint made 
by them both this year and last. 


That when his (Mr. Mackenzie’s) ryots 
first leagued together this year not to 
sow indigo for him, he wrote to the de- 
puty magistrate telling him of the cir- 
cumstance, and warning him against the 
men who were conspiring against him ; 
that tjie deputy magistrate took no no- 
tice whatever of his letter; but when 
these very men, against whom he had 
warned him, came and presented peti- 
tions complaining of oppression on his 
part, he, without inquiry into the matter, 
73 . or 


8 . In this case the deputy magistrate 
has not the iiuthee to refer to, but he 
rests his defence on Mr. Mackenzie’s 
own ifcrsion of it. In my opinion it 
does not appear that, because a man 
thought proper to withdraw his com- 
plaint, he should be punished for false 
complaint. Moreover, no attempt was 
made by Mr. Mackenzie to prove that 
the plaint was a false one. ’ In expla- 
nation of his proceedings this year, ho 
states that it not being known to him that 
the man iiad complained falsely against 
Mr. Mackenzie, and no objection being 
made by Mr. Mackenzie s mookhtar at 
th-e time, he saw no impropriety in 
ordering his pdlice to protect the peti- 
tioner from oppression. That notice of 
what he hatl^done was communicated 
to the magistrate of the district, who 
made no remark upon it. That Mr. 
Mackenzie himself never alleged to him 
that the complaint was a false one. 

9 t In reply to this, the deputy magis- 
trate states that he received no letter 
from Mr. Mackenzie before the presenta- 
tion of the petition of complaint against 
him. ^ That his orders were passed on 
the petition on the 27th of March, and 
on the of April Mr. Mackenzie’s 
mookhtar delivered the letter, which, 
however, w^gs dated the 25th March, at 
Jingergatcha, a place only 24 miles dis- 
tant; that he cannot explain the delay, 
but •had no cognizance of the letter 

B 3 until 
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or taking their statements on oath, until three days after the passing of the 
issued perwannahs to him (Mr. Mac- orders complained of. That, moreover, 
kenzie) threatening to send for him and the names of the parties presenting the 
take a mochulka, ^ petition arc not those given in Mr. 

Mackenzie’s letter; that he took no 
further notice of the letter than to file 
it, because it contained no specific com- 
plaint against any body, and was not on 
stamped paper. 

10. I think that, on the whole, the deputy magistrate has fairly answered all 
the allegations brought against him by Mr. Mackenzie. With regard to the 
style of address, then* seems to have been a great difierence of practice, and the 
deputy magistrate has proved that he did not inte*nd to show any want of courtesy 
on the pr(‘S(‘iit occasion. To put an end to the diversity of practice now existing, 
and occasion of complaint arising therefrom, it would perhaps bo well if the Sudder 
Court vv(‘re requested to issue suitable instructions to all magistrates on the point 
in (piestion. 

11. With regard to rlie practice alleged against tht‘ de])uty magistrate, of afford- 
ing undue conntenanco to tlie ryots byis‘iuing threatening pc^rwannahs, and order- 
ing burkundauzc s to tlic \illag(' for the; prote'ction of the ryots, whenever a petition 
of appredieiided violence is jmt in, I have somewhat more to say. The magistrate 
of IShiddoa, liis assistant, and the joint magistrate of Baraset, have all looked into 
the cases (jiioteal against the deputy magistrate by the gentlemen who have com- 
plained, and all agree that lie^fias unwittingly caused injustice to individuals by 
these ( rders. It is not to be denied that the ryots frequently require protection 
from the violence of indigo planters, determined that, cost wliat it may, indigo 
sliall be sown in a certain village; but it is equally true that the ryot, after 
taking advances, and agreeing to cultivate' indigo, is too re'ady to avail himself of 
any subti ifiige, and dedVaud tin* planter of bis advances. Tlic deputy magistrate 
says that it has Ix'en ruled (hat, undrr such cin iimstances, the; planter must have 
recourse' to tlu' civil courts, but tlierc is no necessity for him te) encourage the ryot 
in his frandnlc nt attempts to caH upon the deputy magistrate to depute pe)lice- 
men te) the spot in eirder to prevent violence, unless lie really has reason to believe 
that violence will take jilace if be omits to elo so. The assistant magistrate of 
Nuddea remarks as follous: 

“4. It (lex s not iVe|nir(' much kno\>Ieelge^ e)f the native character to know 
that if a ryot who has taken advances can fiiiel any way in which he can 
bre'ak Ins engagement ^^ith impunity, lie will most assuredly take advantage 
of it, nnel this is what the ryots appear to have elone in the case under 
review; for e)f e*ours(', wlu*n they knew that they had a burkunduuz in the 
village te) prote'ct tliem, they woulei construe any attempt of the planter to 
get his indigo sovmi into an act of oppn^ssion ; and fnim the fact of the 
deputy magistrate a|)])ointing a burknnelaiiz to remain in their village when- 
eve r tlu'y j'sked him to do so, the r}mts naturally supposed that he (the 
deputy magistrate') was siding with them against tlie planters, 'fin’s is seen 
from the results, for not only have the' ry.ots refused to sow, but in a great 
many instanex's the}Hhavc broken up the indigo which they had sown. 

“ 5. I am far from thinking that th^ deputy magistrate ever imagined that 
sncli woiilel be tlio result of his orders ; on tlie contrary, I think that all that he 
did was done with the best intentions; that he was not biassed against the 
planters, but that hiS great object was to prevonUany breaches of the peace 
in bis jurisdiction, and to jyotect the ryots from the planters, who he 
imagined were going to oppress them ; but at the same time he seems to 
have lo.st sight of the fact, that the planters had as much right to protection 
as the ryots, and that his orders would have the effect of preventing those 
ryots sowing who were legally bound to do so.” 

12. Speaking of Mr. Larmov.r’s complaints, the m^istrate of Nuddea says: 

5. The orders of th^ deputy magistrate upon the petitions of the ryots 
are not so faultless. Without requiring the ryot to swear to the truth of his 
complaint, an order is recorded in which the oppression of the planter is 
assumed ; and he is informed that if he does not desist from collecting armed 
men to coerce the ryots, he will be summoned in person for the purpose of 
being bound down to keep thfe peace. 


6. Burkundauzes 
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6. fiurkiind&uz68 are .at the same time deputed, not to prevent either 
party from committing a breach of the peace, but to ])rotect the ryot from the 
aggressions of the planter. 

‘‘ 7. The order of the de}>uty magistrate upon the report of tlie darogah 
of Kaguzpookeria, in a case of Mr. Larmour, appears injudicious. Tlie 
dai*ogah reported that Mr. 1 armour had not colltcted au illegal assembly of 
armed men at Haganeharah. The deputy magistrate, if he doubted the truth 
of this statement, might have tested it in any way he tho’iglit desirable ; but 
he should not, without j)roof, have recorded in an em])liatic manner that 
the Darogah was not to be believed, and that he was colluding with 
Mr. Larmour. 

“ 8. The style of the {icrw^annahs addressed to the planters by the deputy 
magistrate is obviously objectionable, and his explanation is not satisfactory. 

“ 9 I am inclined to believe that the deputy magistrate is not influenced 
by improper motives; that ho is desirous to perform his duties in good faith, 
and to the best of his judgment ; but he has shown a want of discretion which 
has led to consoipienees whiih must be deplored, and wdiich cannot easily be 
'remedied.’’ 

13. The joint magistrate of llarasot, who inquired into the caaos which occurred 
in his jurisdiction, states: 

“ 6. The deputy magistrate, in his explanation, states that he has only 
follov\ed the usual course in giving the l^eechlajade ryots the inuddiid bur- 
kundaiiz ; that he knew nothing of the circiinistances under which the 
petitions were presented, and that Mr. I.arinour has suflered no loss from 
any orders passed by him. With regard to the petiiion of the Koosliadangali 
ryots, that he knew nothing of the advances made to tlioni, nor the indigo 
having already been sown ; and that Mr. Larniour’s inookhtar brought 
nothing to (hat effect to bis notice when the petition was presented. That 
he promptly desjiatclied Ids moliurir, at the reipiest of Mr. Larmour, to 
inquire into the fact of the indigo having been sown, but passed no order 
upon the mohui irs rejiert, because he had n<^t actually seen tlu^ indigo being 
ploughed up, nor obtained any evidence that such was the case. 'I'he 
defuity magistrate, however, admits that he was satisfied tin* indigo was 
btdng broken up, and he states that he verbally told Mr. Larmour’s inookhtar 
to bring forward his [iruuf. • 

“7. I do not believe for a moment that the deputy magistrate ever 
intended to encourage the ryots in not completing tludr engagements with 
the factory, although Ins orders have certainly had that effect, and the loss to 
the factory has been considerable ; 1 am sorry to say, however, that I do not 
think he has acted jiulieiously in the matter. The greater number of those 
rjiots are Feerazees, a very troublesome set of jieople, and he should liave 
been very cautious bow he dealt with them. The villages of Koosliadangah 
and Peechla|)ole are within three iiiiles of his cutclierry, and he might easily 
have ascertained, either from personal inspection or from inquiry, the truth 
or otherwise of the complaint made by the ryots be&re granting the iniuldud 
burkuiidauzes. This was doubtless an error in jiulfineiit on his part, but 
when he became aware that these* Feerazees were taking advantage of his 
orders, and were actually breaking up the indigo plant, he should at once 
have taken measures to undeceive them, and to pre^vent the destruction of 
the plant. In the latte? part of the fourth paragraph of his explanation the 
deputy magistrate says — ‘ and how could Ihiy order on the [letitien of the 
Poechlapole people, granting them amuddud burkundauz, which was actually 
passed on the 23d, have encouraged the Koosliadangah men to petition a day 
earlier, i. e., on the 22d, is also a mystery to me/ This is not strictly correct, 
for the order to give the Peechlapole ryots t^e muddud bnrgundauz is dated 
the 2l8t April, although was not actually giv«n until the 23d idem.” 

14. It is clear from the above that the deputy ma^strate has, in his desire to 
protect the ryot from oppression, and by resorting too readily to the practice of 
deputing police officers to protect ryots, without sufficient inquiry into the merits 
of the case, fallen into the error of overlooking tlie just claims of the other 
side. 

72. B 4 
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15. Abdool Luteef is however a very intelligent and conscientious public officer, 
and I have no doubt that the injustice which he has unintentionally caused in 
some of the cases now brought under review will be a warning to him to avoid 
similar errors in future. 

16. The enclosures of your letter are herewith returned. I have not thought 
it necessary to trouble the Lieutenant Governor with the letters of the magis- 
trates and deputy magistrates, but if required they shall be .sent in without a 
moment’s delay. 


From JV. Gny^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commissioner 
of the Nuddea Division (No. 1389), dated the 14th June 1854. 

Sfr, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated tho 7th instant, 
reporting the result of tlie inquiries which you were instructed to institute in my 
letter of the 12tli ultimo. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor desires me to say that he thinks the inquiry has 
been ])romptIy, and at the same time carefully and impartially made, and that tlie 
acknowledgments of Government arc due to the officers concerned in it. 

3. The Lieutenant Governor is not disposed to differ from the conclusion at 
which you have arrived, as reported on the 14th and l5th paragraphs of your 
letter. 

4. It is clear to his Honor, however, that without imputing to Moulvee Abdool 
Luleef anything worse than a great want of caution and judgment, a neglect of 
usual courtesy, and some appearance of prejudice, he lias so conducted liimself 
in a district largely devoted to the cultivation of indigo as to render it on the 
whole desirable that he should now be employed elsewhere. 

5. The Lieutenant Governor pro]>oses therefore to take the opportunity of 
Baboo Kissory Chand Milters appointment to the junior magistracy of Calcutta, 
to transfer Moulvie Abdool Luteef to the sub-division of Jehanabad. 


From W, Grej/i Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
/^. F, Fergusson, hiSq., (No. 1368), dated the 14th June 1854. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter dated tho 12th ultimo, 1 am directed by the 
Licuteuant Governor to send you the accompanying extract of a communication 
made this day to the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division. 


_ No. 3. - 

From F, Gouldshury^ Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahi/e Division, to the 
Secretary tothc Government of Bengal^ (No. 402), dated the 3d November 
1854. 

Sir, * 

I HAVE the honour to submit for tho consideration of the Lieutenant Governor, 
copy of a report, No. 90, dated the 26th ultimo, from Mr. Beaufort, the joint 
magistrate and deputy collector of Pubna, on the expediency of re-enacting a 
law for enforcing the execution of contracts relating to the cultivation and delivery 
of the indigo plant. • * 

2. Mr. Beaufort, after describing what he considers to have been the effects of 
rescinding Sections 11. and III. of Regulation V. of 1830, recommends the re- 
enactment of these rules, but I am not prepared to support his recommendation, 
I am inclined to think that the interests of indigo planters are sufficiently pro- 
tected by the un repealed sectious of Regulations VI. of 1823 and V. of 1830, 

and 
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and by Act No. X. of 1836| and I see no sufficient reason for making a breach of 
contract for the cultivation of indigo a criminal offence (as was done by Section 
III. Regulation V. of 1830), when according to tlie general principles of law it 
cannot be considered such. If the section in question were to be re-enacted, it 
would be held by the Company’s courts to bo both a civil and criminal offence ; 
and the planter, besides having the option of instituting a summary suit against 
the ryot, would be enabled to get him imprisoned for one month for a misde- 
meanour. The cultivation of indigo may be, and no doubt is, a benefit to the 
country, but I can scarcely think that such extraordinary and anomalous measures 
are required for the protection of the interests of tliose wlio embark their capital 
in that speculation. 


From F. Beayfort, Esq., Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of Puhna, to 

the Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division (No. 90, dated 26 October 
1854). 

Sir, 

When the Lieutenant Governor visited this station, he desired me to inak(‘ a 
report to him, thiough you, regarding the expediency of re-enacting a law lor 
enforcing the execution of contracts relating to the cultivation and delivery 
of indigo plant. I have since then made inquiries on the subject from various 
persons, and I have now the honour to furnish you with the (conclusions which 
the information so obtained, and my own experience, have enabled me to draw. 

2. You are aware that Section III. Regulation V. 1830, made the (‘vasion by 
a ryot of his indigo contract punishable by a magistrate, in llie samo way as 
similar evasions of other contracts are jnmishablo under Section V. Hegnlation 
VII. 1819; and that this provision was rescinded by Act XVl. 1835. Tin* 
result of that rescission was and is, that if the ryots break the conditions of their 
agreements by a fraudulent transfer of tlicproducyj of their land to anotlier person, 
or by refusing to cultivate the land with indigo, tlie aggrieved jdanter has no 
I'esource hut what is to be found in the provisions (^f Regulation VJ. 1823 and 
Act X. 1836. But experience has shown that this is insufficient. The obser- 
vation contained in the preamble of the former of the lii^t quoted (‘naetments is 
still applicable to the case with the alteration of only one word. The system at 
present in force jirovidcs, as above ol)^erved, no other remedy for parties injured 
by this dishonest practice than by a [summary] action in the civil court. The 
difficulty and delay of obtaining redress by that course liave not unfrequcntly led 
to acts of violence, and even to serious affrays. 

3. The magistrate can in no way interfere, for if the planter bringR a suit before 
him under Act IV. 1840, as having a quasi possession of the land, as obtained 
through advances in money and seed for its cultivation, he cannot interfere, since 
the Sudder Court have expressly ruled that tlie ryot who has cultivated, and not 
the person who has made advances, is to be held to be in possession of the land; 
and that the lien or interest which the planter holds ^yider Section II. Regula- 
tion VI. 1823, should not be considered in such case. 

• » 

4. In 1835 the Legislature bad ceased to shadow forth in a preamble the 

reasons which had led to any enactment, and therefore it js not apparent w hy the 
rules of Regulation V. 183t) were rescinded; whether any inconvenience had 
been felt in practice from abuse of the powl?r conferred, or other cause; or 
whether the Legislature of the day considered that any principle of law was con- 
travened by those provisions. But as far as^I can learn, there were very few 
complaints and very few convictions under it. It w^as originally enacted at the 
time of the great failures among ihe mercantile houses in Calcutta. The planters 
were all heavily in debt to tljose houses, and wem much distressed for funds. 
When Palmer & Co. failed, the native zemindars toak advantage of the conse* 
quent panic tp induce the ryots to break off all their engagements with the 
plantei's, who at that time could not hold estates in their own name. This state 
of things was represented to Government by planters ; and probably Lord M^illiam 
Bentinck saved indigo property in Bengal from utter destruction by passing the 
regulation in question, • 

72. C 5 . I am 
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6. I am assured by old planters thai the effect of it was merely to keep matters 
quiet. The aemindars ceased to instigate their ryots to break off their contmets; 
and the f)laiiter8 feeling themselves more secure were enabled to carry on their 
concerns without having recourse to the compulsion and physical force to which 
the state of affairs had driven them. There was no complaint, they say, of oppres- 
sion arising Iroiii the law ; and they are not aware of the reasons which led to its 
repeal. Its enactment produced no evil, while i*8 rescission has sown the seeds of 
numberless (|uariel8, from whicli has sprung a full harvest of assaults, plundering's, 
illegal detentions, and affrays. 

6. Ihit the question for present consideration is, whether a law of this kind be 
now I'Kjuirrd or not; and whether it would be productive of more good than evil. 
That its provisions will he to some extent abused, that there are men among the 
planieiH who will not scruple to take a dishonest advantage of it, is not to bo 
denied. Hut this is not a suffiemnt reason for refusing the prayer of the largo 
body of honourable men who do not, and will not, have recourse lo such fraudu- 
lent practices. For tlu‘re arc many laws of which rogues make daily use, but 
which cannot on that account be taken out of the books. A forged bond is tho 
common weapon of enmity, but the courts cannot refuse on that account to 
enforce those which are not fraudulent. Not admitting therefore this plea against 
the enactment, I ])iocccd to investigate the arguments in its favour. 

7. In the present state of the Iaw% if the ryots who have taken advances refuse 
to act up to their contracts, the planter has no other remedy than a civil suit. It 
will hardly bo denied that this is in fact no remedy at all. d he civil prosecution 
of a large number of ryots involves a large expenditure, the greater portion of 
which can never be recovered. It is also a tedious proec^ss, although called sui]i- 
mary, during the progress of which the planter sustains additional loss. We find 
therefore that very few eases of this nature are instituted, although breach of con- 
tract is of f requent oeeiiiTence. In lieu of it, the planter has recourse to physical 
force, the conse(|ueno(‘s of which are injury and oppression with affrays. 

8. Hut the reason for this frequent breach of contract is not to be found among 

the lyois. They can find no ultimate advantage in not fulfilling their engage- 
ments. It is the /('inindars who instigate them to evade their agreements, and 
wlio make iis(! of the tn inendoiis power they possess to jirevent tlie cultivation of 
indigo in whole villagoj, and sometimes in whole estates. Tho ryots are alwaiys 
ghul cn ugh to take advaiu'e.s, because it gives them the means of paying their 
rents, and for the same n ason the zemindars do not interfere before the lime has 
ani^ed for sowing. It is well known that the agemts of the landhoIdiTs are at 
hand to rc'ceive (lie n uts when tho advances are being made, and are often present 
in the planters entelnaTy for that piirj)ose. Tlie money thus secured by the ryot 
and placed to liis ere lit lie lias no ohjciCtion to throw the jdanter overboard. j>ro- 
vided lie lias sonu' jiovverful person to back him and save him from liis vengeance. 
There is no doubt hiu that he has, whether reasonably or iiiir(‘a.soiiably, a great 
aversion to indigo, lie believes there are many other cro[)s which yield a more 
eantain as W(*1I as a larger profit. T have heard jilanters argue the contrary, and 
jU'oduce proofs of it, hut tjie idea in the ryofs mind remains the same. When, 
theiefore, he is dcsirc'd ‘by the agent not to (ultivate any indigo, on jiain of the 
'/{ inindar’s displeasure, he s(‘es no profit in refusing obedi(‘nce. He has pocket('d 
the advances ; lie knows that his landlord bus ample power to oppress him, and he 
hopes that he will secure him from tho planter. He has no hesitation in signing 
an ekrar to break his contract. ' 

9. Probably the planter hears nothing of what is going on ; appearances are 
kept up; a shower of rain falls, and the takadgeer is immediately sent to the 
.spot with the seed. Then the disturbance commences ; the takadgeer is obliged 
to run, and the seed is destroyed. The next day the planter is told that, instead 
of tho lands being sown when <ihe opportunity offered, the ryots have wdih one 
accord repudiated their advances, turned his servants out of the villages, and filled 
the lands with dhan. 

10. What is he to do ? There is no remedy to be found in the law ; a great 
loss is impending over him ; and there are only tw o ways of avoiding it. He must 
either use jAysical force, and compel the ryots to fulfil their contracts at the point 
of the stick, or he must come to ^erms with the zemindar, if iude^ that be poa. 

sible; 
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sible ; that is to say, he must make large presents to the zemindars* omiah, and 
pay black mail to the man himself, under the plea of old rents, which in feet he 
does not owe, or lake leases of the villages on losing jummas. 

11. If the IJill which has lately been read in tlie Legislative Council becomes 
Jaw, a re(‘uiTenc(-* to the lattial system will expose him to he avy punishments, and 
he will be entitled to claim the enactment of some other law which will really 
protect his interests from losses of this kind. But I'ven under the present law, 
the ii[)i)eal to physical forcr? is attended with great expense and great annoyance 
in many ways. For the sake of peace, therefore, many planters consent to the 
zemiiulars* exactions, if not too immoderate. The consequence is, that the law 
in some measure assists the zemindar in h*vying what is in fat t a heavy tax, and 
adds so much to tin: tliificiilties and ex[)e]ise of planti?)g, repressing the commerce 
of the country in one of its most valuable products. And it must be remembered 
that the large amount of ready money annually expeinled by the planters has a 
very material eHecl on the revenues of the country. 

12. But it maybe that the zemimlar will not consent toany tcims; be may 
have a personal feeling to gratify in destroying the cultivation of a concern; he 
may refuse to lease his villages to the planter on any terms; rind at the same time 
juevent his ryots from glowing indigo. And 1 be 'g to say that I have seen instances 
of this. In sncli ease if the zemindar has large estates, in wliicli an indigo concern 
lias been cultivating for years, he has it in his power to injure it in a very serious 
degree. In fai't, lu* is sometimc's able to shut up one or two of the factories. 

13. To obviate these difficulties tlu‘ planter is always willing to obtain landed 
property if possible. He rarely has the opjiortunity of getting anytliing better 
than a putnee ; generally Ik^ must be content with a short lease. But for either 
lie must pay very high, and agree to a rent on which he will suffier a yearly loss. 
'I'o this lie will submit readily, if within his means, and is liberal in the settlement, 
because he finds a great profit in it in freeilom from cpiarrels, and in tho powder 
which it gives him over tlie ryots. 

14. 4 he ])r()])()sed re-enactment would providje a n^inedy for much of this, and 
prevent the Limine interlerenca* of the zemindar. If tlie ryots can be brought to 
iniinediate punishineiit, the brt'ach of contract will be a rare ocimrrence. 4 lie 
))lant('r w ill not sjiend money in vain ; the zemimlar will be obliged to have 
recourse to the not illegal ('xercise of his power over liis ryots in pnwenting them 
Iroin taking advances, instead of first taking and then nqindiating them, and the 
frccpicnt disturhances between the two will cease to occur. 

IT) Bnt if sueli an eiiaetnieiit is to be made law, we must provide against the 
proha])lr abuse* of it by unsernpulous men. 44u’ general tone of tin* planters has 
iin[)roN(‘d of late yc'ars ; and the present Ixxly (amtaiiis men of higher primaplc 
than fornierly. But in legislating yon inalo* a law' applicable to all east's and all 
classes, and yon cannot depend on individual cliaracter. Planting is carried on 
by natives as well as Fuiopeans, by men of evil as well as of good repute. Jessoro 
ami Neddea especially aie studded over with shut-up factories, in almost all of 
which there are large outstanding balances against the ryots, under the name of 
advances; for in balancing the account of the ryot at tlj^^clost* of the season, it is 
friquently the custom to pay for tlie indigo brought to the vats w ithout deducting 
the advances made, and thus to leave a^balaiiCe against him which is still called 
an advance. 

16. No contract, thereforf), ought to be valid beyond tfSo current season. Each 

indigo year should have its own contracts duly iexecuted at the time the advances 
are made. They should specify the amount of advances, the extent of land w hich 
the lyot contracts to cultivate, and the boundayesof each field which is to bo cul- 
tivated ; and every contract ought to be registered in the presence of the planter, 
or his agent, and the ryot. ^ 

17. This would raise a difficulty in regard to the^ffices of registry; for neither 
could the planter and the ryots find time to attend 8ft the sudder station for this 
purpose, nor could the former afford to pay for each of some hundreds of contracts 
the sum which it costs now to register any document, whether of small or of great 
importance. Registrars must be provided near at hand, and the charge must be 
fixed very low. 

c 2 
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18. In the vicinity of tlie sudder stations, or of the head-quarters of sub-divi- 
sions, such contracts mighi be registered before the collector or magistrate, or 
the officer in charge of the sub-divisions. But in more remote positions it will 
be necessary to appoint respectable natives, who should at the same time be made 
liable to severe jjcualties for any misfeasance. And in all cases every contract 
registered should be forwarded for record to a central office within a limited 
period. Such subordinate registrars should not be allowed to take Mokhtarnamahs, 
though they might admit general powers of attorney accej)ted by the regular 
courts. Evcrytliiiig should be done by the parties contracting in person 
and on the spot, so as to give the greatest j)ossible publicity to the proceeding. 
These subordinate registrars would be of the same class as the sale commissioners 
appointed under Act T. 1839, and T think the expedient would be found to 
answer. 

19. On the whole, it seems to me that the original rule of Regulation V. 1830 
might bo re-enacted without danger to the public, and with much advantage to 
parties engaged in tlui cultivation of indigo. And it certainly appears to me that 
every just facility should be given to persons engaged in a branch of commerce so 
important in itself, and w hich is so beneficial to the country at large. 


Circular from the Sccretar}’ to the Ciovernment of Bengal to the Commissioners 
of Revenue and Circuit, Patna, Bhaugulpore, Dacca, Chittagong, Nuddea, 
Burdwan and Cuttack Divisions ; the Commissioner of Chota Nagpore the 
Civil and Sessions Judges and Magistrates of Jessore, Nuddea, Rajshahye, 
Moorshedabad, Pubna, Midmiporo, Tirhoot, and Purneah; IF. TayUr, Esq., 
Judge of Shahabad ; S. Bomring, Esq., Judge of Dacca; C, Steer, Esq., Judg(‘ 
of Backerguiige, J. S. Torrens, Esq., Judge of 24-Pergunnahs; G. U, Yule, 
Esq., Oflg. Judge of Rungpore ; and H. Atherton, Esq., Offg. Judge of Sarun, 
(No. 3079, dated 11 December 1854). 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lioutenaut Governor to forward to you a copy of the 
JUttcr from Commissioner of letter noted oil the margin, relating to a question of re-enacting a 

Rajshahye Division, No. 402, dated law' for Summarily enforcing the execution of contracts entered 
the ad November 1854, with one into for the cultivation and delivery of indigo plant, and to request 
enclosure. Lieutenant Governor with your opinion 

regarding the suggestions made by Mr. Beaufort. 


From A. C, Bidwell, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal (No. 4, dated 4 January 1865). 


Sir, 

I HAVE the*honour to^acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 3079, dated 
14 ultimo, forwarding copy of a letter frpm the Commissioner of the Rajshahye 
Division, No. 402, dated 3 November 1854, with its enclosure, and requesting 
that 1 will fiivour the Lieutenant Governor with my opinion on the suggestions 
made by Mr. Beaufort. ^ • 

2. Mr. Beaufort’s suggestion is, that the rules of Sections II. and III. Regu- 
lation V. of 1830, be re-enacted, with a view of enforcing the oxecution of 
contracts relating to the cultivatiiJn and delivery of indigo plant, to which Mr. 
Gouldsbiiry objects that the interests of indigo planters are sufficiently protected 
by the law still in force, and thal there is no sufficient reason for making a breach 
of contract to cultivate indigo a criminal offence, when according to the general 
principles of law' it cannot W considered such. 

3. I cannot agree with Mr. Gouldsbury in thinking lhat the interests of planters 
are sufficiently jinitccted by the law in force ; proof to the contrary exists in the 
notorious fact that planters are constantly driven to resort to physical force, in 
order to obtain their rights from tjxe ryots, the peculiar nature of the cultivation 

of 
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of indigo being such that ruinous loss to the planter ensues if immediate advantage 
is not taken of occurrences of suitable weather for sowing. 

4. Besides, the primary object of the proposed law is not to protect the interests 
of the indigo planter, but to preserve the peace. The indigo planter is a man of 
energy, and, if the law will not protect him, will protect himself by threats and 
violence ; and will continue to do so however stringent may be the provisions of 
the law proscribing the entertainment of lattials, &c. Under such circumstances, 
it is surely not opposed to the general principles of law to afford, even by special 
enactment, that protection to the planter which the nature of his calling renders 
necessary, and which is so essential that if Milhheld it inevitably leads to a breach 
of the peace. 

5. It is not the overbearing character of the Euroj)ean which leads him to 
resort to violent means to protect his interests in the cultivation of indigo, but the 
peculiar nature of that cultivation. Europeans are engaged all over the country 
in general agricultural pursuits, but I liavo never heard it said of them that they 
were more prone to violence than any other class of the community, in defending 
their rights, when an indigo crop is not concerned. 

C. But there are certain contracts the breaclj^ of which is by the present law 
constituted a misdemeanour, sec Section V. Regulation VII. of 1819. If I make 
a contract with certain workmen to construct a fence round my field, the breach 
of that contract on their part is a misdemeanour punishable with a month’s impri- 
sonment. Why should not a contract to raise a crop of indigo in the field itself 
be entitled to the same protection, especially when the ordinary resources of the 
law are so impotent to protect me that I am driven to break the law in order to 
obtain my just rights. 

7. I am labouring under the same disadvantage with Mr. Beaufort as regtirds 
knowledge of the grounds which led to the enactment of Act XVI. of 1835. But 
I have never heard that the provisions which it repealed (those of Sections II. and 
III. of Regulation V. of 1830) were abused. 

8 . At the same time, I agree with Mr. Beaufcfrt that precautions sliould be 
taken against their abuse if re-enacted, and would make the proposed enforcement 
by penal measures of the contract conditional upon the previous registry of that 
contract. 

9. The present state of the law of registry renders this impracticable. But I 
trust that the time is not far distant when the universal registry of deeds will be 
insisted on — the fee being reduced to 8 annas, and every moonsiflf constituted a 
registrar. This is a measure which I think urgently demanded. 


From E, ^4, Samuells, Esq., Commissioner of the Cuttack Division, to the Under 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 128, dated .12 January 1856). 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Wttor, No. 3079, of the 
14th ultimo, forwarding for my opinion cepies of letters from the Commissioner of 
Rajshahye and the joint Magistrate of Pubna, relative to the re-enactment of a 
law for summarily enforcing, through means of the Criminal Court, the execution 
of contmets for the cultivationTof iudmo. * 

c 

2 . I agree with Mr. Gouldsbury that such a law is uncalled for by any special- 

ties of the indigo trade. The indigo planter has already an amount of protection 
afforded him by the civil law, in his dealings wilh the cultivators, which has not 
been conceded to any other class of manufacturers or agriculturists ; and T am 
strongly impressed with the opinion that it is this tystem of protection wdiich has 
encouraged the lax atid reckless contracts, of the IrSouent evasion of wdiich the 
planters now complain. • 

3. It is to be observed that these complaints proceed j)rincipally from the 
Bengal planters. In Tirhoot, before a planter advances money to a ryot, he 
secures a long lease of the lands from the zemindar, and makes a friend of him 
by paying him a heavy peshgee. In the same way merchants, who advance for 
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rico and other agricultural products, take care either to deal with responsible 
parties, like the mahajun or the zemindar, or to take security for the fulfilment of 
the contract on tlie part of the ryot. The Bengal planters not only neglect these 
ordinary mercantile precautions, but they are in the constant habit of making 
advances without security to the ryots of zemindars, from whose co-operation 
they know they have notliing to expect, and of whose enmity they are in many 
cases aware. Men who act in this way cannot bo said to trade ; they gamble, 
and, but for the law, which makes a distinction between their contracts and those 
of other traders, they would pay a much more severe penalty for their rashness 
than they do. 


From 11. Stainforthy Esq., Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, to 
A. JV. Russcily Ks((., Undersecretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 33, 
dated 13 January 1855). 


Sir, 

I UKG to acknowledge your lel|pr, No. 3079, of the I4th ultimo, and to submit 
the followiinr retnarks on the recommendations of Mr. Beaufort, for the considera- 
tion of the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor. 


2. The relative position of the parties, whose interests arc involved in 
Mr. Beaufort’s recoin niendations, seems to be as follows: — 

3. Hie planter’s factory is surrounded by the land ot other jiarties, on which 
indigo must be raised for him, or he must close his factory erected at great 
expense. 

4. If he can obtain a lease of it from the landhohhu*, little power is left to 
oppose what he is able and ready to bring to bear on the ryot, and matters pro- 
eeed generally in c’onforinity with his will. But it often happens that a land- 
holder asks a higher rent than* the planter is wiliing, or perlia])S able, to pay ; or 
he is indis|)o>ed, from some cause or other, to let his estate to the planter, and 
thus no lease is etfected. 


5. The [)hinter is tlnm driven to <h\al with the' lyots, without the powers and 
intlucncc. which a l(*ase from the landhohh r would have given him. Moreover, 
the zemindar, disappointed in not obtaining the jumma which he asked, oi owing 
the planter a grudge, or averse to having his estat(‘ covered uith a ero|) Avliich he 
cannot sell in distraint for nmt due to him; or unwilling to lie supplanted in the 
iiifliienee wlfuii^ us landlord, he thinks hini'^elf (mlitled to hold among tin; tenantry 
of his estate ; or |)erliaps even desirous of proii'cting li's tenants from the oppiession 
which p!ant(‘rs in variably and necessarily exerei.'^e more or h‘ss, oi eours(‘ thwarts 
the jdanter as jnuch as possible. 

(). The rvots M'licfally Imvo a Itaid time (if if under the plauters. The)' know 
that %vh(Mi a slu;wer Calls they must be eoinpelled to assist in niltivalion or t ie 
oi.porlu.iity lor sowiii- •^^iU lie lost; that p.eii a river rises, hey 
pelled to assist in enttuif; the crop, or it will be destroyed by the watei, and they 
feel that they had much ho'tcr Ro on ware mrr/o/w/i eultivatino- other crops, which 
Mr Beaufort admits to be more jirolitable than indigo ; hut some are tempted by 
advances to execute ei'gagemonts, while others have engagements written out m 
their names, and advances forced upon them, or not given at all. Such contracts 
are of course readily broken, and no great intlueneo, it any, on the part of the 
zemindar seems necessary lo induce the ryots to break them. 

7. This I believe to be tlie real stale of the case; and it is clear on the pre- 
mises that the cultivation of indigo in Bengal is in a false position, and tlia 
can only he carricl on with {iti^ degree of fairness when the interests of the planter 
•md thc^ ryot are, in somy measure, assimilated Hiy their standing, iii respect t 
each ( the/ in the relation of landlord and tenant, in which relation it would be 
nioio iinHitic on the planter than it is at present to lessen the income and resources 

of the ryots. 

8 Mr Beaufort secs danger of fraud, ami he would appoint persons to register 
the .■omn.ct n»r .he fcSrid, a, a p,e.ee.ion to the r,ot. . hut 
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ipsos custodes 1 It requires no special power of prescience to say, with cerlaiiitv of 
(;orrectness, that, even as the sale commissioners are the ready tools of the land- 
holder’s oppression, these proposed registrars would be willing instruments to wink 
at the personation of any number of ryots by any single servant of tlie indif>‘o 
planter. Such registration, as protection, would be wholly illusory. If it would 
have any eHTect, the effect could only be pernicious. 

9. I need scarcely add, that until I came to the conclusion that the weak and 
poor, who form tlie great mass of the population, should bo made weaker and 
poorer for the benefit of a small body of men, many of whom are very unscru- 
pulous and oppressive, I am not likely to concur in®Mr. Beaufort's recommonda- 
tJOllS. 


From IV, Dampier, Esq., Commissioner of the Patna Division, to IV Gny, Esq., 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 1197, dated 18 January 1855). 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receig||K>f Mr. Under Secretary Uussoll’s 
letter, No. 3079, of the 14th December last, with its enclosures, requesting my 
opinion regarding* the suggestion made by Mr. F. L. Beaufort, joint magistrate of 
Pubna, for the re-enactment of a law similar to the rescinded ])art.s of Itogu- 
lation V. ol 1830, making a breach of contract for the cultivation of indigo 
punishable as a mis(.lem(‘anor. 

I am not prepared to support such a proposition, which would be a retrograde 
step in legislation. The entin^ system of advances in Bengal, as doseribed in the 
preamble to Regulation \^I. of 1823, is an evil one; and I can sec no more 
reason for declaring a broach of contract for tin* cultivation of imligo punishable 
as a criminal offence than for declaring the same punishment for the breach of 
contract for the cultivati )n of any other produce. 

I have always umlerstood that tlie cultivatidn of indigo was not generally 
remunerative to the ryots, and might bo considered more or less eo)n[)ulsory. 

The advances are sometimes as recklessly given as received, th(^ plantiT trusting 
to his own means of enforeing tlu; cnllivatioii, wbieli be Jviiows the ryot will, if 
possible, evade. It would be almost impracticable, as proposed by Mr. iJoauforl, 
to separate the hal from the bakya advance. Factories are worked on the out- 
standing balances with additional advances, and the result of Mr. Beauforrs f)lan 
would be, ill the ryots bi'ing annually made to give an acknowledgment of' having 
received the whole sum lia! and bakya. 

Since l^ritish subjects have Ix'oii competent to bold lands in India they have, 
by means of purchasing estates or taking farms where tlioy cultivate indigo, 
ac(|uired the legitimate iiiilueiice of jiropcrty over the cultivators, and 1 liave 
understood that in many such properties the system of making advances is 
gradually falling into di^aise. In such estate's, besides the nelzjotc of the jiro- 
prietor, the ryots of the village each cultivate a portion "of their lands, according 
to the extent of their holding or its fitness for such cultivation, with indigo, and 
the value of the crop as delivered at the factory is credited to the rent of their 
remaining lands. Under this plan it is the interest of the ryot to jiroduee as 
good a crop as he can, wliilst it is advantageous to the plaitter, as he manufactures 
iia indigo at a much less direct outlay of capital than under the advance system, 
'Smd is not obliged to resort to usurious loans. 

I consider Mr. Beaufort’s suggestion as bad, it tending to protect and per^ 
petwate a system which is an evil, and to place tlie ryot in a state of subjection to 
'tlw ptimter in which he ought not to be continued^by any legal enactment. 
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From C7. T. Davidson^ Esq., Commissioner of the Dacca Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal (No. 45, dated 26 January 1865). 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 3079, date3^ 
14 ultimo, forwarding for my opinion copy of some suggestions made by the 
joint magistrate of Pubna, on the subject of summarily enforcing contracts for the. 
cultivation and delivery of indigo plant. 

2. Mr. Beaufort’s report contains the following suggestions : 

Ist. He advocates the rc-enactracnt of the rules contained in Regulation V. 
of 1830. 

2dly. He suggests that each indigo year should have its own contracts, that 
no contracts should extend beyond the current year, and that such contracts 
ought to be registered. 

3dly. He recommends the establishment of local registry offices, and great 
reduction in the registry fee required by Regulation XX. of 1812. 

3. The rules proposed to b(^e-enactcd are, I presume, those contained in 
Section III., Regulation V. of 1830, for although by Act XVI. of 1836, 
Section IT. of that law was also rescinded, it was again revived by Section Ilf.^ 
Act X. of 1836. The section to be re-enacted makes a breach of contract to 
cultivate and deliver indigo a criminal act, punishable by imprisonment. 

4. It cannot be denied that the cultivation of indigo is a fruitful source of the 
serious affrays which are of frequent occurrence in tlioso districts wherein the 
manufacture of indigo is carried on I have no doubt that the protection which 
would be afforded to the indigo planter by the rc-mactment of Section III. 
Regulation V. of 1830, would materially reduce tlie many breaches of the peace 
arising out of evasion of contracts by ryots who have received advances for the 
cultivation of indigo. For the suppression of affrays a most stringent Bill is 
under the consideration of the Legislature, and if special legislation is to be 
resorted to for the repression of breaches of the ])eace, it may be fairly asked why 
should it not be extended to tho removal of an evil which is one of the chief pro- 
moters of them. 

t 

5. The suggestion of confining indigo contracts to one year appears to me to be 
an excellent one, and the benefit of a summary investigation should be restricted 
to claims and disputes belonging to the current year only, as in suits for land 
rent. 

6. The establishment of local registry offices, merely for recording indigo con- 
tracts, is a jilau which could not be carried out without considerable difficulty. 


From Cr. J. Brown, Fsq., Commissioner of the Bhaugulpore Division, to the 
Secretary to tho Government of Rengal (No 83, dated 24 February 1855). 

Sir, 

I HAVE the hoiiouv to acknowledge the receipt of Air. Under Secretary 
Russell’s circular, No. 3079, daf^d 14 December last, with enclosures, regarding 
the propriety of re-enacting a law for summarily enforcing the execution of contract^ 
entered into for the cultivation and delivery of indigo plant. 

2. Aa far as I can learn from inquiries made by me on the subject, there is no 
occasion for reviving the penal enactments of Regulation V. 1830 in tliis division, 
and I quite agree with the Commissioner of Raj^iahye in considering that such 
anomalous measures are iieC required for the protection of indigo planters. The 
only plea which can bo urged for magisteiial interfereuce in such cases, is the 
dilatoriness of civil court, and the proper remedy for the evil complained of should 
therefore be dii-ected tow'ard simplifying the processes of the latter instead of ex-' 
tending the powers of the former. 


3. Act 
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3. Act XV^I. of 1835 does not assign any reason for rescinding tho provisions 
of Sections II. and III. Regulation V. 1830, though doubtless Government had 
at that time good grounds for repealing the then existing law ; and I respectfully 
submit that a reference to tho proceedings of tho Legislative Department of that 
period may probably suffice to refute all the arguments now advanced by Mr. 
Seaufort in favour of the former practice. 


From IV. //. Elliott^ Esq. Officiating Commissioner of the Hurdwan Division, to 

the Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No 33, dated tlic 22nd March 

185.5), 

« 

Sir, 

In reply to your circular of the 14th December last, No. 3079, regarding tln^ 
re-enactment of Section III. Regulation V. of 1830, which rendered a breach of 
contract for tho cultivation of indigo a criminal ofVeiice, 1 have the lionour i(» 
submit, with all deference, tho following reniar!^ — 

2. The whole system of cultivating of indigo in liower Bengal is so radically 
bad, that I believe there aiio few* planters who are not compelled at times to resort 
to violent measures, which their better feelings disapprove, for tlie pre servation 
of tlieir factories from ruin. I do not here allude to those acts of gross ^njustici^ 
and open violence which admit of no palliation ; but I know from ])ersonal expe- 
rience that planters, who would scorn such acts, do too often consider tliemstdves 
obliged to take land fur indigo against the will of the ryot who has refused 
advances, and to force advances upon others. 

3. Having served in the largest indigo district in India, and in others of con- 
siderable importance, I have seen no little of tho working of the systrm; and 1 
regret to say that I never yet heard of one instance in Bengal of a ryot gaining 
substance by the cultivation of indigo. The golnashtas and other oinln, the 
takadgeers, and other subordinates of indigo factories, constantly amass wealth, 
more or less, but the fact of a mere cultivator of indigo liaving become wealthy 
in Bengal has never yet been brought to my notice. fiKleod, under llie present 
system, sti-ange as it may appear, tin; w’calth of the ryots is^ inconsistent w ith the 
well-being of tho factory, whicli depends upon keeping a ryot invariably ni)on the 
debit side of the account, as the only hold which t!]o planter has upon the land 
for the next year. 

4. Mr. Beaufort acknowledges in his 8th parngiaph that, ‘‘ tho ryot has no 
doubt, reasonably or unreasonably, a great aversion fo indigo, because he believes 
there are many other crops which yield a more certain as well as a larger profit."' 
In another part of tho same p'aiagraph Mr. Beaufort says, “ ihe ryots are glad 
enough to take advances, because they give them the moans 0 ^ paying their rents." 
I think it may fairly be argued, from tlicse two statements taken togeilier, that no 
ryot who can otherwise pay his rents will take advances Sf)r indigo, and this fact 
my own experieuco attests, I have known instances in Vhich, circumstances 
having led to the abandonment of certain «rillagos by planters, the ryots have been 
for some years free. Suddenly the loss of an jjarUy or tho commencement of a 
feud in another quarter, has turned the planter’s atteiitioi^to such villages, and 
the ryots have been called upoft to take advances, wliich one and all have n fused. 
The foctory books have then been searched, and iff has been found that the father 
of A and the uncle of B, and the elder brother of C, once held the lands now in 
the possession of those three individuals ; and wcto, at the time of their decease, 
indebted in various trilling sums to the factory. The unlucky ryots were then 
called upon to pay the debts of their predecessor^ ; acknowledgments of those 
debts with promises to pay, prepared by some unscuupulous subordinate of tho 
factory, have then perhaps been shown to the proprie^r, who natiindly praised 
the good management of his omla, and authorised advances to the villagers, part 
of which being retained by the omla, tho rest would be given with many threats 
in presence of many factory servants to the unlucky ryots, whoso fields, for years 
devoted to more profitable crops, would thenceforth he sown with indigo. No 
effort of the ryot in the supply of indigo could efltice the advance made to him; 
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A bundle consists 
of as much indigo 
plant as can be 
encircled by a six 
feet chain. 


and no caeh-payment in Jiquidation of that advance could be accepted ; for, as I 
have already said, the grand object is to keep the ryots always on the debit side of 
the book, as tlie only Jit n which tlte factory has upon the land. 

b. That ryots do often obtain assistance by cash advances from indigo planters, 
to escajic the rapacity of zemindars, is undeniable. I have known many a kind 
act done Ijy a planter in thus helping a ryot; but, on the other hand, the return 
which tlie ryot has to make is to him most ruinous; and it would be 'strange 
indeed if the ryot, knowing indigo to he amongst the least profitable of crops, 
should \oluntarily enter upon its cultivation. 

(). It is also a notorious fact, that the ryot docs not get as much placed to his credit 
as his croj), if Aiirly paid for, would yield. I have heard many calculations made 
which go to prove that five bundles of indigo are as much as can possibly he given, 
with any hope of remuneration to the cultivator, for one rupee; hut the general 
rate taken in Bengal I believe to he eight or nine bundles: and further, the 
measurement of bundles* is made, in various ways. At times llie chain is passed 
round the bundle so as to form what may he called just uieasuro ; at other times 
tlie two ends arc pulled with such force by two takadgeers that a bundle and half 
is compressed witliin the chain ; the degree ot strain to be used is, not improbably, 
regulated by the ])aymeut or non-payment of a douceur by tlic ryot. 

7. I am quite unable to understand on wliat ground a law is required for the 
cultivation of indigo, more stringent than that needed for paddy or sugar-cane. 
Surely, in these days, when the liberty of the snhj('ct is so respected as to give 
undue safety to evil doers, a ryot should not he forced by w criminal enaotnient to 
cultivate a crop whieli sad experience has shown him to yiehl no profit. 

8. I have myself occasionally seen indigo cultivated willingly ; that crop will 
grow upon sandy cliurs wliere almost nothing else will flourish. On sucli a clnir, 
were a ryot j)aid at the (uid of each season for the indigo de]iv(‘re(l by him, and 
ac(iiriUed of all claims for the future, many a man would be glad to cultivate; hut 
the known iinpossil)ility of extricating himself from the hooks of a factory, in 
which his name has once heeq enten'd ; the certainty that all the land cultivated 
this year, and perhaps an additional piece also, wi 1 b(^ claimed next yc'ar by the 
factory, may well make every ryot fearful of sucli a connexion. 

9. 1 he conduct of the native landholders with regard to indigo factori('S is not 

always so had as it is represented. The native naturally desires to make tlie best 
bargain lie can. d lie n^venue laws give him an awful power over his tenants; 
and, in order to make the planter pay a high price for his putneo or ijara, he tells 
his ryots that tlu’y iimst rmt cultivate indigo witliout Ids jx'rmissioii. This pro- 
vokes the plantor, and he tries to force the ryot^, who appeal lo their landlord, 
whose jjceuidarv interest is at stake, and undoubtedly he has a riglit to get the 
utmost he can for his property. The same thing is d me every day in otlier 
matUrs, witliout exciting animadvoisioii. I saw not long ago in Calcutta a dirty 
little patch of ground, adjoining a line house of a rich man, and asked how he 
could tolerate it. lie said lie could not help it, as the ground was not Ids. It 
was worth about 100 rupees; he had offered (hut its owner demanded 

5,000), and he could^ifot take it by force ! The zemindar’s demands are exorbitant, 
for the simple reason that they know the factories cannot get on without tlieir 
lands. 1 he ])lanters are aniioyeil, anti feuds ensue, if no planter would com- 
mence an indigo factory till he could secure tli3 full amount of land necessary for 
its sujiport, very fev¥ disturbances would arise, «\jul less oppression of the ryots 
would he needed: as is the case generally with native indigo factories. A very 
large extent of country belongs to the zemindar; he makes no advances of cash, 
but gives the ryots seed, and requires a certain proportion of tlie land of every 
village to he sown with indigo ; for the produce of that land ho pays at the end of 
the season; not much perhaps, hut a moderate rcmuneralion. The ryot, how- 
ever, is free fur the next )ctr ; he is not indebted to the factory, and perhaps the 
next year some other ryolY land may be taken, t 

10. Again, in Tirhoot and Beliar, where the advance system is not prevalent, 
and the ryots are more fairly paid at the end of tho season, and the planters are 
on a better footing with each other and with the zemindars, indigo cuhivation is a 
much easier matter than in Bengal. Many of the planters are highly respected ; 

1 can mention an instance of«this, M^hich came under my own observation, to the 

honour 
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lionoiirof Mr. il Ham Moran, of Mootccharoe, now an indigo broker in Ciilcutta. 
After the failure of the Union Hank and Coekoroll & Co., who were his agentsi 
he had no money and no seed, and was in Calcutta making the best he could of a 
bad job. His factories were under the cdiarge of a country-born v\riter, very lame 
and not very energetic. And, day after day, 1 ro<Ie o\er the neiglibourhood and 
saw his lands cultivated as well, by ihe voluntary efforts of his ryots, as in his 
palmiest days. At the eleventh hour he got a little seed and sent it up. It was 
sown, and he had an excellent 8(‘ason, and has since cleared off all iueiimbrances^ 
and is, I hope and believe, a wealtliy man. 

11. Tn the same district I saw, oft and again, that with regard to the 100,000 
registered cultivators of poppy, the greatest punishment that could bo inflicted on 
them was to get their names cut out of the sub-deputy opium agciu s hooks. No 
force was required to increase that cultivation. It pays so well that every man 
is anxious to be allowed to siij)ply opium ; and that led to the chief grievance of 
the factories of tliat district, that each ryot was anxiously looking to sowing less 
indigo if he might sow more l^oppy. 

12. I do not see how it can be doubted that, if a ryot were well i)aid for culti- 
vating indigo, he would gladly do it. Nor do T seo how the Legislature can be 
asked to assist in the f()rcil)Ie extension of a crop which coufcssedly docs not ])ay, 
and leads the lyots conceriiod in it into endless annoyances. The registered con- 
tracts (which even Mr. Beaufort tliinks necessary to guard against oppression and 
fraud) will, 1 believe, prove utterly useless; and, witli the kindest feelings to 
many Ijonoiirable indigo planters, I am compelled to express a hope that the re- 
pealed law in (juestion will not be re-enacted, and that the planters will, in lieu 
thereof, adopt a better system of management. 


I'roin lf\ J. Allen, Esq., Co nmissiomT of Cliotu Nagpore, to A, W. Russell, Esq., 

Under Secretary to the (loverinncnt of Bengal»(No. 6:^ dated the 14th April 

Sir, 

1 HAVE I he honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No, 3079, 
dated the 14tli of l)(!ceml)er last, with annexed corn spornlenee, calling for my 
ojjiiiioi) n])()ii the suggestions made by Mr. Beaufort, the joint magistrate and 
<]eputy collector of Puhna, in regard to the re-enactment of a law for enforciin^ 
Mmimarily the execution of contracts for the cultivation and delivery of indigo. 

2. 1 have had some experience as a magistrate of an indigo district, and have 

seen indigo ))lantiiig carried on both before and alUu’ the enaetinent of Act XVI. 
of 1835, and f am (juile saiisHed that the eflecti? of that law have been and 
and are very injurious. There appears to have been no nectssity for the repeal 
of Sections III. and IV. Regulation V. of 1830, w Iiieh affortjed useful protection 
to the planting interest, anil* gave dissatisfaction only to roguish ryots and dis- 
Jjoiiest zemindars. • 

• 

3. Under tlie present law a planter ly^s no real remedy against a fraudulent 
ryot, and the consequence is, that he is not unfrequently driven to violent mea- 
sures to obtain that protection for bis property which the law denies him. 

• * 

4. 1 would recommend the repeal of Act XVI. of 1836, and the formation at 
the same time of a well-devised system of cheap* and expeditious registration of 
indigo contracts ; if these contracts are properly registered, the provisions of 
Regulation V. of 1830 could not be turned into &n instrument of oppression. 

6. I consider Mr. Beaufort’s suggestions regarding the registration of indigo 
contracts to be well worthy of attention ; the p^g^unnah cazees, the sale com- 
missioners, and other respectable residents in the m<i|’us8il, might be employed 
with advantage to register indigo contracts. 
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Fiona IF. Luke, Esq., Civil and Sessions Judge of Midnapore, to the Under 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No, 1, dated the 4th January 1865 ). 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 3079, 
dated the 14th ultimo, forwarding copies of letters noted in the margin, request- 
ing me to give an opinion of the expediency of altering the law for summarily 
enforcing the execution of contracts entered into for the cultivation and delivery 
of indigo plant, as suggested by Mr. Beaufort, the joint magistrate of Pubiia. 

Mr. Beaufort, in the 2d paragraph of his letter, observes that the result of the 
rescission of Seclioii 111. Regulation V. of ]830, “was and is, that if the ryots 
break the conditions of their agreements by a fraudulent transfer of the produce 
of their land to anothcir person, or by refusing to cultivate the land with indigo, 
tlie aggrieved planter has no redress but what is to be found in the provisions of 
Regulation \1. of 1823 and Act X. of 1836, but experience has shown that this 
is insufficient.” The grievances to which Mr. Beaufort adverts existed long 
before Regulation V. of 1830 was promulgated, and tliht enactment was framed 
to meet cases such as Mr. Beaufort dcserihes, and were certainly not the result 
of the rescission of Section HI. of that enactment. My experience does not tell 
me that the law, as it at present exists, is insufficient i’or the protection of planters 
against the dishonesty oi ryots; a breach of contract usually occurs by a hostile 
neighbour or tlie zemindar inducing parties who have taken advances for indigo 
plant to depart from their agreement, and in such eases the law, as it now stands 
by Section III. Regulation X. of 1836, seems to me to afiord ample redress, not 
only against the defaulters themsidvc's, but against all others who may be instru- 
menial in prevailing on ryots to commit a breach of contract. 

Tlie dilfictiby and delay in obtaining redress by a civil action, which Mr. 
Beaufort points out, is in my opinion exaggerated, but if these really exist the 
contemjilated changes in our civil courts will supply a remedy. 

Class legislation under any circumstances is objectionable, and I see no reason 
why indigo more than any olher product of the country should receive thos))ecial 
•protection of flic Legislature, as it is well known to all who have had any experi- 
ence in districts where the chltisation of indigo prevails that it is a forced 
cultivation. 

There arc many causes for this. In the first place it is a most exhausting crop, 
and land repeatedly sown with it deteriorates every year. In the next place it, 
is ni the long lun a h/sirig crop to the lyot. He may be induced to groV it for 
the sake of the advancers, which gives him a command of money at a moment 
when he may much require it; having once, liowever, entered into engagements 
he is no longer a free agent ; his land is pledged to the planter, and he is seldom 
or never able to redeem it. At tlie close of each year he still finds himself, 
from son]c cause or other, debtor to the factory, and therefore compelled to sow’ 
indigo with a view to clear of!' his de))t (a rciiult never likely to occur), or to 
sufter the consequences of refusal. 

None hut the needy will voluntarily engage to sow indigo plant, and in sup- 
port of this fact I would observe, that the first object of a planter in establishing 
an indigo factory is to secure the proprietary right In the land where his future 
operations arc to he cacTied on ; by this means ho obtains power over the ryots, 
and his fiist step in furtherance of liis object is to require all those holding lands 
adapted to the growth of indigo ])lant to set apart a portion for that purpose. 
This requisition is strictly enforced by the servants of the factory, who measure 
off the lands, superintend the sowing, weeding, and subsequent reaping of the 
crop, and no solicitations or remonstrances on the part of the ryot are of any 
avail. The ryot receives a fair remuneration for his labour, as far as the planter 
lnm^clf is aw^are, but it passes through so many hands from the factory dcwaii 
to the low^est takeedar, that by tne time it roaches the party entitled to it, it is 
so shorn of its proportions that it is no longer an adequate return for the article 
supplied, or the time and laHbur bostow^ed upon it. Can it then be a matter 
of surprise, that the ryot^/^hould he unwilling t6 resign his independence and 
means of support, by voluntarily making engagements that he knows full well 
must terminate to his detriment .- Certainly not; and, for these reasons, I think it 
would be impolitic to make the laws in regard to indigo contracts more stringent 
in their provisions than they are at present. 
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From S. Bownng^ Esq., Judge of Zillah Dacca, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal (No. 9, dated the 6th January 1855). 


Sir, 

Ix reply to your circular, No. 3079, dated 14th ultimo, I have the lionour to 
slate, tliat I consider it highly desirable that the repealed secrions of Kegula- 
tion \^ of 1830 should be re-enacted, or that some new law providing for the 
execution of contracts should be added to the code. 

2. I quite agree in the reasons urged by Mr. Beaufort, but would bog to observe 
that, to the best of iny lecolloctioii, Mr. Sconce, at the time judge of Chitlagong, 
proposed some years ago that contracts for the delivery of goods, if registered by 
competent authority, should have the force of a decree of court. Mr. Beaufort 
proposes that persons should, in certain cases, be appointed for the purpose of 
registering contracts to supply indigo plant ; but when the value of llie crop which 
the ryots may engage to deliver falls below 300 rupees, such duty might, I think, 
he performed by the moonsifi'of the sub-division. If the registered caboolecut 
be declared equivalent to a decree of court, the planter, on the neglect or refusal 
the ryot to cultivate, might take out immediate execution, and any resistance 
ofler(‘d might be made penal under the provisions of the Act. 

3. Zemindars and planters have generally vakeels or agents at the moonsitf's 
outcherries, which would be a great check on the personation of one ryot by 
another, while there would always be a risk of this, if persons of inferior rank in 
life, at whose offices few parties arc usually in attendance, were appointed. 

4. It would, I think, be very objectionable if any sucli registered caboolecut 
should be allowed to be in force for a longer period than one year. 

5. Your letter refers only to contracts for delivery of indigo plant, but I would 
suggest that the provisions of any enactment founded on Mr. Beaufort’s propo- 
sition might be extended to other articles, in particular to the cutting of timber in 
the district of Chittagong, where the fellers are in^tbe habit of receiving advances, 
and, having brought down the timber, of selling it for their own advantage to 
third parties, leaving the real owner of the wood to recover his money by the 
tedious process of a civil suit. This abuse existed to siicli an extent at Cliilta- 
gong, that it was lately thought likely to render it impossible for any resident of 
that town to supply timber for the railway— a matter of national importance. 

6. If a registered contract to deliver timber were to be declared equivalent to 
a decree of court, any person having made an advance for the arlicle might at 
once attacli it on arrival, and the abuse would cease to exist. 


From Robert Forbes, Esq,, Civil and Sessions Judge of Tirhoot, to the Under 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 8, dated the 10th January 

1855). •, 

Sir, 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your circular letter, No. 3079, of the 14th 
ultimo, with its enclosures, iirom the Commissioner of the ilajshahye Division and 
joint magistrate of Pubna, concerning the prgposal of the latter officer for re- 
enacting a law for the summary enforcement of contracts for the cultivation and 
deliver^^ of inaigo, regarding which his Honour the Lieutenant Governor desires 
me to give my opinion. 

2. I beg to state in reply, for bis Honour’s inhumation, that I entirely concur 
with Mr. Commissioner Gouliishiiry in thinking \\mt the re-enactment of such a 
law as that suggested by Mr. Bcanfort is not ncccssaiy, and would not be just or 
advisable. 

3. In this zillah, one of the chief, if not the chief indigo district in the country, 
it is rarely the practice of the planters to enter into indigo contracts with ryots, 
as they ordinarily grow indigo and compel or jnduoa its cultivation as maliks 
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or tliikadars, or themselves cultivate it in home farms, and I can see no such 
analogy between a contract for service (a l>reach of which is criminally punish- 
able under Regnlation VII. 1819) and a contract for indigo, that because the 
former is cognizable by a magistrate the latter should be so also. A contract for 
indigo is, to all intents am) purposes, just as much a civil contract as a contract 
for grain or sugar, and I am of Oj)inion that a summary civil process is injustice 
amply sulficicntfor the planter, and that to give him a criminal remedy in addi- 
tion would be arming him with too great an advantage, contrary to the spirit of 
all law. and leaving the ryot one remedy less than his more powerful opponent. 

4. If a planter is guilty of a breach of any civil contract with a ryot, the latter 
has no remedy in the criminal, and can only go to tlie civil court; and as the 
law now .stands, the summary civil process makes the |)hmter ecpialto thezemin- 
<lai- suing for rent, already considered too strong in that respect. 


From R. N. S/timicr, Esq.. Sessions Judge of Jessore, to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal (No. 7, dated tlie lOili January 18.55). 


Sir, 

In answer to your circular No. 3079, dated ]4tli nllimo, I have the honour to 
state, for the inf)rmation of the Lieutenant Governor, that 1 do not coincide in 
opinion with Mr. Ileaufort as to the propriety of ro-cnacting Sections II and III 
of Regulation V. 1830. 


* Section 22, III. 
1704. 

f Section ll, 
Xlir. 1810.; 
t Sectioug 10 and 
126, X. 1819. 

S Sections 40, 
XIV. and 10, 
XXXIII. 1703. 

||2 & 3of Y. 1830. 


2. Section HI. Regulation X. 1836, seems prcferaltle to Section II. ofRegii- 
lalion y. 1830. Breaches of contract, relative to advances made by maliajuns to 
ryots for growing paddy ; the advances* made by proprietors or farmers to their 
ryots, Ikc., for water-coni-.^es, reservoirs, or end)aijkments ; advances made by 
Government for opium,) salt,]; embankments, § &c., are not punishable as misde- 
meanours. 

3. The summary process for arresting defaulters in summary suits for arrears 
of revenue minht he made applicable to ryots evading engagements to cultivate 
indigo. 

4. Europeans could’nol hold lands in their own name in 1830 as they could 
when those sections || were rescinded, and Ciiu do now. 



From A. Sconce, Esq,, Civil and Ses.sions Judge of Nuddea, to IF. Grey, Esq., 
Seeretary to the Government of Bengal (No. fi, datnl the Jlth .laiiuary 
1853). 

Sir, ^ 

1 HAVE had the lionhur to receive Mr. Under beerv tary Rnsseirs letter, No. 
3079, of the 14tli ultimo, with its enclosure, itdalive to the expediency of 
rc-enacting in a niodiiied form certain rescinded provisions of Ucgulation V. of 
1830, with a view to the summary cognizance and punishment of a breach of 
indigo contracts ; and, as instructed by the IIoiioiinFljle the Lieutenant Governor, 
I now otter, hut with much diflidvnee, such remarks as occur to rne on this very 
wide and very delicate subject. 

2. In the eighth paragraph oY Mr. Beaufort's letter there is a remarkable 
statement. Mr. Beaufort observes, that “ there is no doubt but that the ryot has, 
whether reasonably or unreasonably, a great aversion to indigo. He believes 
there are many oilier crops vvnich yield a more contain as well as a larger profit. 

I have heard planters argub the contrary, and produce proofs of it, but the idea 
in the ryots’ mind remains the same.” This then is a preliminary fact, that the 
ryot, believing indigo to be an unprofitable crop, is averse to undertake the cultiva- 
liou of it ; and the proposition is, that he shall he summarily punished for evading 
his contract to cultivate he declares and believes is a losing crop. 


3. This 
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3. This incompatible conjunction of circumstances ratlur adds to the perplexity 
J have experienced hitherto when I have tried to form a view of this matter from 
my ov\n limited experience; and I say unfeignedly I should have been nlad if 
Mr. Beaufort had discussed, with all the facilities vvhicli his local kiiowlod<>'e 
afforded him, tlie very peculiar position indicated by the admitted reluctance of 
the ryot to sow his lands with indigo. How is it that a ryot enters into a contract 
to cultivate a crop to which he is known to he averse? H(av is his rtdiictanco 
overcome, or is it ever overcome? Is he free to take the contract or let it 
alone? And for ourselves we may ask, knowing that the ryot is an unwilling 
party to the covenant, knowing that in liis judgment the cultivation of rice or of 
oil-seeds would be moie profitable to him, shall wc augravate the anomaly hy 
constituting the rejection of the contract a crime, and im|)risoning the criminal p 

4. The feelings ascribed by Mr. Beaufort t.n the Bnbna ryot entirely coirespoml 
with, I may say, the general opinion entertained of the frelings ami inclin<uioiis 
of the agricultural community. in this district. No one, it is said, would cultivate 
indigo if left to his own clndce ; yet indigo engagements are undertaki ii in spite 
of the known reluctance of the people. 

6. Possibly the main cause of ohjt'ctiou to the cul(iva‘ion of indigo is ascrih ihhi 
to the h-'sscs it entails; the sufficiency and quality of the crop being precarious, 
and the unliquidated advances being an irredeemable burden. It is admitted tliat 
planters cannot cultivate indigo by their own hired labourers. Tiny cannot make 
it pay. The returns do not reinunoiate them with sufficient profit oviTund above 
the expenses of labour. Planters, therefore, prefer to throw the expenses of cul- 
tivation on the ryots. Planters pay tor the crop, ryots give their labour to produce 
the crop, but have wo grounds to assume that the ryot succeeds in a crop which 
the planter fails in? The precarious nature of the crop there is no contesting; 
and an imjniry of greater interest cannot he suggested than that of ascertaining, 
both whether the ryot’s absolute share of one \ear’s crop be a just return to him 
for that year, and whether it he sufficient to <’Over the losses he incurs in a 
series of years. Some [)Ianters, it is said, take four bundles, some take six bundles 
of cut to the rupee ; and whether it be from generosity that one confines 

himself to tlu' lower rate, or from right tliat the oilier enloiees the higher, it is 
understood that, gciieiMlly speaking, ryots arc nev er in a condition to relieve 
themselves from the balances written against them in the factory accounts. 

(j. But, as 1 understand, tlie coniuxioii of tlie plantcB and ryot is not simply 
that of a cultivator woiking upon tlie advances of a capitalist, Th(‘ planter is 
not and yet is the cultivator. lie selects (lie land; he directs and coinjicls the 
ploughing, and the sowiitg, and the W(‘cding. The land is “his eultivaiion ;” 
and the ri|)(ui( d crop is cut for Ids vats. Unquestionably, by the encigy and 
attention of the jilaiiter, the land is likely to he better tilled and the crop more 
productive; hut it is more in plaet* to consider whether the interference which 
he exercises and the rights he asserts, arc compatible with Ids abnegation of the 
responsibility of a cultivating farmer; with the Ireedum and rights of the ryot, 
and with the adequate remuneration of the ryol’s entoited, but. possibly, judi- 
ciously directed labour. An advance of two rupees a lx egah cannot justify the 
assertion of every sort of right; nor is it, in any fair siiise, a measure of the 
ryots duty to labour, or of the Kinuneiatic-n of his lafiour and of his expenses 
additional to his own labour. llatlFtr is it the reverse of the acknowledged 
remuneration of an exacted or required service; for to whatever extent the crop 
fails, the labour is praetic.dly disavowed, and the mon(;y paid in anticipation is 
written back as a debt against the ryot. It seems to me that it is only hy treat- 
ing the subject in this form, that the admitteif unwillingm^ss of the ryot to grow 
indigo can he thoroughly understood. Piobahly his uriwdllingness is not feigned, 
and 1 feel deeply the importance of giving a definite, if it were a true, expression 
to his objections. 

7. Again, it is universally assumed that in %his district ryots do not retain 
more llian a half, or a third, •or less than a third, ^f the advances ostcnsihly paid 
to tliem. The cliief or a large portion is absorbed* by the factory omla, [lublic 
officers, European and native, native residents uf the district and others, speak 
of this as a fact which they believe, though possibly not one party so speaking 
can specify any case falling within his individual knowledge. Public report 
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may be as exaggtrated as it is indefinite. Necessarily a good deal depends upon 
the planter's personal su[)crvision at the time his money is distributed, and it 
may be feared that the most commendable efforts of the planters who distribute 
their own advances, are, to some extent, defeated by the mean peculation and 
unconscientious and faithless fraud of dependents from which they, no more 
than the public departments of the State, can reckon ort being exempt. My 
attempt to explain the reasons which possibly determine the ryot’s aversion to 
grow indigo, would be incomplete if I omitted this misappropriation of his 
advances. It is by the advance that the contract is professedly constituted ; and 
obviously the countenance and aid to be given to that contraet by the law, 
should be materially affected by our assurance that the ryot fully received, or 
was responsible for not fully receiving, the consideration stipulated in his agree- 
ment. 

8. I do not know to what extent the advance consists partly of cash and partly 
of unliquidated balances of past years. I have seen cases in which the advance, 
expressed in a lencwed contract, consisted wholly of the balance ot an account, 

1 havesedi a case in which, for the cultivation of V, beegahs, the advance con- 
sisted of eight annas cash and 8-8 ru[)ccs of old balances. Generally, I appre- 
hend, the entire advance is cash ; (his is a point, however (as indeed are many 
others), upon which 1 do not possess exact or snflicieiit information ; but even 
the exception to the general rule must be deplored which would invoke the 
aid of a penal law to enforce the labour of a ryot for the adjustment of an old 
and an unchecked debt. 

9. Here, as in Pubna, there is the same striking unwillingness on the part of 
tlm ryot to cultivate indigo, and on the part of the zemindar to let indigo be 
cultivated. From both parties, over all, floats a shadow of dissatisfaction, which, 
however it may veil the nature and force of underlying interests or passions, is 
itself palpably manifest, llotli say, We do not want it, we would rather be let 
alone ; but practically both accede, one to the cultivation of the repudiated crop, 
the other to the sub-letting of bis estate lo the proprietors of factories. But 
they say more; they say they act under constraint, and are unable to abide the 
issue of an unequal struggle. 'No one more than myself abhors dishonesty, or 
the exertion of malicious influence, from wliomsoevcr it proceeds. I haye 
nothing to say in favour of ryots who accept advances only to enibezzde them, 
or of zemindars wlio, for selfish and fraudulent ends, instigate the evasion of the 
mutually beneficial and mutually acceptable engagements of planters and ryots; 
but 1 cannot convert dissent into fraud, nor can I presume that the profits of a 
favourable speculation arc, in the eyes of zemindars and ryots, to be derived, 
not from carrying the speculation to a completion, but by contemning the crop 
and incurring the perils of misappropriating the planter’s advances. Mr. Beau- 
fort states, hut does not attempt to account fur, the motive! of zemindars in 
instigating ryots to evade their indigo agreements. In this district such inter- 
ference is eom|iaratively rare; but supposing it were not so, and tlnit the fact is 
as asserted, it cannot be without a purpose that zemindars oppose the cultivation 
of indigo. Indeed they can assign no stronger reasons than the Pubna ryot 
himself assigns, that indigo is a losing crop ; but besides, the Pidma zemindar may 
be ii'fluenced i)y other motives, which it is as just as it is important to ascertain. 
That the zemindar slioidd seek a share in the ryot's advances for the adjustment 
of his ri-nt, is not c( nsurable. Probably, when the advance is made, seven or 
eight months of the revenue year have gone. The advance is all that the land- 
lord sees in the shape of harvest to cover his claim ^ and when the real harvest 
is cut well into the second year, Jar from yielding rent to the zemindar, it may 
be, and often is, largely insufficient to balance tl;c planter’s pre-payment to the 
ryot. And surely in the mere matter of misappropriating advances upon which 
Mr. Beaufort lays so much stress, and which it is the express purpose of his 
letter to bring within the cognizance of the criminal law, the remedy is in the 
hands of the planter. Let hijrf not advance at all. He knows that zemindars 
and pe^'ple are unrnistakeably averse lo the engif^ement he binds the ryot by. 
Let then the ryot cultivate'' bis land in his own way, with indigo if it be profit^ 
able, and with advances, if advances be desirable to him, paid at the risk of 
those who are willing to accommodate him. It is the ljusiness of the legislator 
to exhaust, not to increase, the opportunities from which spring public crime. 

. 10. There 
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10. There is no advantage in an advance itself. It is notoriously an expensive 
incumbrance. A ryot who, from his own resources, pays his rent] supports his 
family, and cultivates his rice, his dal, his jute, and ins oil seeds without 
advances, is far more prosperous than a ryot who cannot do the same things 
withotJt borrowed money. It is not the apparent temporary convenience that 
the ryot 8 profit for the year begins and ends with. To be sure in indigo the 
advance is too often the ryots whole harvest. But I speak just now of the 
general uses of advances, upon which tliere is much misapprehension. It is not 
the advance, but the completed harvests of the whole year, that determine the 
prosperity of the ryot. He is not prosperous, he is not benefited, if the debt 
scored against him exceeds the crop which he is supposed to have reaped. And, 
again, the advance is itself nothing, except it be the representative of rent and 
food and wages; and more happily tliese sources of wealth may be permitted to 
represent themselves. Without an advance, as with an advance, a ryot may buy 
cattle, till his land, and pay his landlord’s rent; but this is all outlay on his 
part, a means to an end ; and it is by measuring his in-coming crop only that 
we can congratulate him or his country upon the resources he is supposed to be 
the instrument of developing. An exhausting crop may impoverish the people 
as well as the soil. 

11. The superfluous assistance of an advance wlien it is not needed, is too 
much confounded with the useful ends it is calculated to promote when it 
effectively works up waste land, or encourages the people to adopt a more remu- 
nerating agriculture. But neither of these conditions ap|)lies, in a general sense, 
to indigo. Hear wliat the Pubna ryot says : He says lie is prepared to cultivate his 
own land; it will not therefore lie waste by the withdrawal of the planter; and 
what is more, he is persuaded that the products he will himself cultivate, will pay 
him better than indigo. Under sucli circumstances, it is a striking scientific error 
to commend or justify the employment of advances. Capital superfluously spent 
is mis-spent; and labour misdirect'd is lost and wasted. I need not say that 
I do nut depreciate the value of indigo. To some it is a source of great gain. 
And I do not doubt that even the ryot’s lehictance to cultivate indigo may be 
conciliated, and the zemindar’s opposition overoc^jine, by the recognition of the 
ryot’s right to retain a profitable interest in the produce. 

12. It is not clear how much of the ri'scinded provisions of Regulation V. of 
1830 , Mr. Beaufort proposes to re-enact; I su|)pose only section 111., which 
embodies the offence amenable to the magistrate ; but thiif section is confined to 
the omission to sow or cultivate indigo, while in the second paragraph of his 
letter, Mr. Beaufoit speaks of the fraudulent transfer of a crop, as if non-delivery 
were by the same law* a punishable offence. But it seems to me impossible that 
the Legislature should confine itself to the re-enactment of the rescinded pro- 
visions of Regulation V. of 1830 . This would resemble far too closely tdie 
recognition of a nudfwi pactuniywherehy all the obligation should be on one side, 
and all the protection on the other. It seems to me that, in affording summary 
facilities for the cultivation of indigo, we are bound to be satisfied, both that we 
do not aid blindly an unacceptable and inequitable engagement, and that the 
planter should fulfil bis part of the stipulation under the same penalties that we 
suspend over the ryot. Let it be that the ryot is bouh^} to cultivate what he 
agrees to cultivate. But there is more to be seen than that ; is bis agreement 
free; is his advance fairly enjoyed by him; is he made to sow land measured 
by the common standard ; and as to the delivery of his crop, shall he be required 
to deliver plant at the rate of^four bundles for the rupee, as accepted in one fac- 
tory, or six bundles to the rupee as taken in am^her — an immense difference to 
the ryot; and who, under the [irovision of the Taw, shall see which rate is most 
equitable, and that neither is exceeded? 

In fine, I think that those who are interested in the cultivation of indigo 
slSi^, for the legitimate promotion of their objects, look to the good-will and to 
thepBtesperity of the people, and not to the specW encouragement and counie- 
nanc^Hi exceptional laws. •• 


72 - 


From 



34 


PAPERS BBLATING TO 


Dated 14th De- 
cember 4864, No. 
3079. 


From S. J’orrens, Esq,, Sessions Judge of the 24-Pergunaahs, to the Secretary 
to the Crovernment of Bengal (No. 11, dated 15 January 1865). 

Sir,. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, with enclosures, 
as per margin, and to submit for consideration of the Honourable the Lieutenant 
Governor what appear to me the principal objections to the recommendation 
contained in the letter of the Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of Pubna, of 
the 20th October, No. 00. 

2. The priijjary ground on w'Ijich the re-enactment of the penal provisions of 
Regulation V. of 1830 is advocated is, that a civil proceeding is so tardy, that to 
be secure from pecuniary loss, by the evasions of contracting cultivators, the 
planter is liable to be compelled to resort to physical force ; that is to say, a 
breach of the peace and defiance of the law. This reason seems one of the worst 
possible which an effective Government could acknowledge as the ground of a 
special law in favour of any particular class or body of speculators ; and though, 
no doubt, tlie tardiness of ci\il proceedings is very great, the evil has of late been 
iiiateiially remedied by improvement in the law, and in the character of our 
native judges, and these improvements are still progressing. Like objections to 
the English civil courts have long existed, so much tint “ tardiness in obtaining 
redress and extravagance of justice in them ” are assigned grounds for recent 
changes made, but never have been taken as grounds for special ])enal enact- 
ments on behalf of partietdar clas^i's. That my remarks on this head may not 
appear inapplicable, I may meiition that 1 have known instances of appeals from 
the judgments of Moorisill’s being decidedly nearly, if not within the time that 
investigations on appeals in Act IV. eases have been pending ; and it should by 
IK) means be supposed that the desire of having what are really civil questions 
disposed of summarily in a criminal court, is solely attributable to the true and 
admitted objections to the procedure of the civil courts. 

3. Furthi r reasons assigned for the advocacy of special provisions in favour of 
tlic planter are, that the causes for which the law was repealed are not apparent, 
that tluTc were no abuses practised under it when in force, and that the body of 
j)hiiit('rs cont.iins many high-principled gentlemen, who would not be guilty of 
abuse. Oil tlies(‘ 1 may observe, that one reason for the law having been repealed 
may piThaps appear in the 4th para, of the Joint Magistrate’s letter itself, 
as it is there stated that the enactment was had recourse to under the then 
special position of the" body, in which position it is not pretended they are now 
placed. Next, I do not think that it can be admitted that the law was not 
abused, as eompnlsory advances prevailed to the greatest extent, whilst the aid 
and provision which the law contained for calling in such a corrupt jiolice, as the 
class of the natives from which they must he taken leave at disposal, placed the 
ryot wliolly in tlie power of the planter and his people, and even, from the very 
systmi, led to affrays betwixt him and (he zemindars, the more outrageous and 
complicated from the interference of the police, which the law was framed to 
admit of. This, I apprehend, was also a reason for the repeal, as well as the 
circumstance of the Legislature having placed the European planter, in respect 
of the tenure of land, on a footing with other classes. 

4. I (luitc admit, as well as the Joint Magistrate, that the body of planters con- 
tains gentlemen of excellent jirinciplcs ifnd conduct, who would not abuse privi- 
leges given them ; hut tliougli this be tliecase, I believe they have very generally 
to entrust their affairs, and the matter of advances Jn particular, to a very licen- 
tious and unscrupulous class of natives ; and tliat the body of planters, even 
wbere the best intentions exist* are much in the hands of such a class as I de- 
scribe, is, I think, undeniable. 

« 

5. Another reason assigned for the re-cnactment is, that it is to the zemindar^ 
only, not the ryots, to whom indigo cultivation, as now carried on, is distasteWl. 
I am not of opinion that tliis .fe the case, and indeed, the latter part of the p/ara- 
graph in the Joint Magistrate’s letter, which represents the above, would appear 
contradicted by the close of the same, as in the words noted in the niargirh.* It 



* There is no doubt but that he has, whether reasonably or unreasonably, a greet it (wersion to 
indigo.** I 
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is, I submit, but right that a ryot should be allowed to cultivate bis own holding 
as he pleases ; but once he has received advances, the agents of tlie planters seek 
to deprive him of this option, and to allot and parcel out the land for their own 
objects. No ryot can wish only to cultivate indigo, and when he really takes 
advances, an obligation of cultivation of any spot in his holding is not either what 
only he himself willingly will agree to, or what his landlord, exercising only a 
legitimate influence, is disposed to encourage him in. These circumstances leave 
it the nioi'e desirable that the performance of the contract should b6 enforced 
only by civil proceedings, and if voluntary contracts only are those which arc 
complained of as habitually broken, looking on such contracts for indigo culti- 
vation like all other similar contracts, it seems inconsistent to seek to repeat * 
the advance to a party who has once failed in contracts he had engaged for. 

• 

6. The difficulty of planters obtaining land of their own ii^ another reason on 
which the Joint Magistrate’s recommendation is based. On tliis, and his remarks 
on the point, I observe that it is natural, and wliat is the case in all coiintrie.«, 
that existing landlords should desire to retain lordship over their own lands as 
long as in tlieir power; and if planters wish for land, they should of course pay 
the price it will bring, and ought to be encouraged to seek to do this, or to 
establish wholly amicable relations with the zemindars and ryots, rather tlian 
force advances where it must be known that they are distasteful to either one or 
the. other ; so I believe planters who liave thriven best in the end l)avedone, and 
with others, desire of rapid and sudden profits on cultivation (on however 
litigated a tenure, and however extended, so it offer prospects of a sudden and 
inordinate profit) lies at tlie root of the evil, and is the system which has, in 
fact, mainly criginated and continued botli the distaste which exists on part of 
the natives to the culture, and the outrages which are the result. 

7. In respect to what is represented by the Joint Magistrate, in his 11th jtara- 
graph, as to the proposed Att'ray Act forming another ground for the ve-enact- 
nient he advocates, 1 submit tiiat the jnoposed law appears to me as ealculated 
to aflbrd protection, not the reverse, to stetidy and peaceable planters of the class 
I have referred to in the foregoing remarks; mid that eventually they will 
acknowledge this when the new law has been under operation ; and tints, instead 
of its enactment calling for an accompaniment of the special and unusual penal 
provisions contained in Regulation V. 1830, it will, in my mind, do the con- 
trary. 

8. 1 liave only now to notice the precautionary measures of registration proposed 
in snppm-t of liie expediency of the ie-enactn)ent, and to state that a regular and 
wcll-conti ived system of legistration would undouhtedly be a gi oat protection to, 
and prevent litigation respecting, all contracts ; but if such a measure is adopted, 
so far from its being a reason for special provision for any class, it should be the 
reverse, and should be extended to all, tfiough, I trust, never under such agency 
as has been provided in the Mofussil for the sale of distrained property, one 
similar to which the Joint Magistrate proposes should bo yjvrtly employed. 


From G. U. Yule, Esq., Officiating Judge of Rungpore, to A. IV. Russell, Esq., 
Under Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal (No. 4, dated the 20lh 
January 1856). • 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt^ of your letter, No. 3079, of 
14 December last, with enclosures, requesting my opinion on Mr. Beaufort’s 
suggestions regarding the rc-enactmeiit of a law for summarily enforcing the 
performance of contracts entered into for the cultiv^ion and delivery of indigo. 

2. Granting that exceptional legislation of this natirt^e, to the extent of ren- 
dering 


♦ Vide close of the 16th paragraph of the Joint Magistrate's letter, 
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dering the breach of a civil contract punishable as a criminal offence, is allow- 
able in certain cases, it is necessary, on asking for such legislation in any case, 
to show some good ground for departing from the general principle of law ; and 
I do not tliink any such ground is shown by Mr. Beaufort. He states that the 
passing of the law of 1830, probably saved indigo property from utter destruc- 
tion, yet that there were few complaints and conviciions under it ; that it w’as 
snpptjscd to have kept matters quiet; no complaints were made against it, and 
its rescission (in 1835) has led to a full harvest of quarrels (paras, i and 6); 
that the civil remedy being tedious and expensive is not had recourse to. physical 
force being found preferable (f)ara. 7) ; that the ryots can find no advantage in 
the breach of contract to which they are instigated by the zemindars, and yet 
that these ryots, who are always glad to take advances, have, reasonably or un- 
reasonably, a great aversion to indigo, believing that tliere are many crops which 
yield a fuorc certain as well as a larger profit (par»i. 8); that the ryot, backed by 
the zemindars, does not cultivate, and tiie planter to save himself must either 
use force, or buy over the zemindar and bis agents, or take firms of the villages 
at losing jummas (paras. 0 and lo) ; that for the sake of peace, tlie zemindar’s ex- 
actions are generally consented to (para. 11) ; but some zemindars are not to be 
so pacified (para. J 2) ; and finally, that farms, even attended with a loss on the 
rent, are generally desirable, on account of the profit accruing in freedom from 
quarrels, and in the power which a farmer has over the ryots. 

3. Witlioiit disputing any of these statements (though some of them certainly 
admit of dispute), 1 may fairly say that there is nothing in thorn to show the 
specialty in indigo contracts which renders a summai’y penal law to enforce their 
execution more nceessarv than in the case of contracts for other products of the 
soil. The great crops of Bengal ric^, sugar, silk, •fil)rcs, oil seeds, &c., are 
advanced upon to an ext( nt to which Ind'go advances can bear 110 compaiison ; 
the advancers would, doubtless, be glad of the aid of a summary law, but still the 
ryots generally fulfil their contracts without being compelled to do so either by 
bands of aimed men or bribed zemindars. I fully allow that the necessity of 
keeping up extensive buildini»s and a large establishment renders a breach of 
contract liy the ryot more injurious to the planter than it is to the advancer on 
produce which requires no manufactory process to lit it for the market, but that 
is no reason for changing the law in his favour, and if it was, it applies to silk, 
sugar, bic, and other branclus of trade as well as to indigo nhinting. But in all 
these trades there is^iio general complaint that the ryots wdl not fulfil their con- 
tracts; why should indigo planting be an exception ? 1 believe there is only one 
answer to that question, and that is in Mr. Beaufort^s words, because the ryots, 
reasonably or unreasonably, are averse to indigo, believing that there are many 
other crops wliich yield a more certain as well as a belter profit. I cannot 
acc(mnt for the universal dislike shown to indigo by the cultivators in anv other 
way. 1 cannot sliow in figures that indigo is less profnablc than other crops. 
The ryots believe that it is so, and they ought to know best. They take the 
advances under jiressiire of some kind or other, and having satisfied the present 
necessity, endeavour to escape from what they know to be a losing contract. Idie 
mere fact that an indigo concern can afford to pay large sums to a z ^^mimlar to 
induce him to refrai^i*from opposition, shows that there is not fair unconstrained 
dealing between the planter and the ryots. In the outset of a new specul ition, 
the parties who first enter on it, or in* case of a monopoly, the monopolists may 
make a profit far exceeding that of those witli whom they deal, or the ordinary 
avt'vage of mercantile profits, but as soon as any.branch of trade becomes open, 
and all arc free to enter on oj^to refrain from it, the profits become pretty fairly 
equalized among all engaged in it; and no one will continue it who does not get 
a fair slian ; but Iicki is a trade carried on for nearly a century, where one party 
is enabled by his jirofits to pay* largely, in addition to a most expensive agency, 
one or more third persons, not for doing anything to help him, but merely that 
they may do nothing to op/ose him, while the other party cannot be persuaded 
to remain in the trade by almost anj thing short^of actual force. In buying off a 
zemindar, I consider th^ planter simply purchases the power of turning his ryots, 
so far. as indigo is concerned, into slaves, who are expected to work not only 
without any share in the profits of their work, but at a real loss unless we are to 
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deny to the ryot the power of judging for himself as to what crop pavs him 
best, 

4 . The zemindars or their agents often doubtless encourage the evasion of 
indigo contracts. They think the cultivation unprofitable to their ryots, who 
they know detest it, and they dislike the influet^ie which a planter acquires in 
their estates, and the clieck which he more or less, according to his character, 
puts on their misdeeds ; but I believe their general reason for opposition is, that 
they find it profitable; the planter fur his own interest must give them a 
share of the profits he makes out of the ryots in their estates. 

5. Formerly the unwilling ryots were compelled to cultivate by the fear of 
violence ; then it was found better, to pay the^zemindar ; now it is thought the 
magistrate will be cheaper than either ; but I trust no law will ever be passed 
to inen ase the profits of indigo planting by oppressing still more those who suffer 
enough already. I have had many intimate and most esteemed friends among 
the planters, and have some still, and I like them as a class. I know they do 
not believe that the ryot is unfairly treated, and it was with no pleasure that 
I long ago found myself forced to come to that conclusion. 

6. 1 have omitted to mention a difference between contracts for indigo plant 
and those for other produce whicli may have some little effect in adding to the 
ryot’s dislike of indigo ; by the terms of an indigo contract (I speak under cor- 
rection), and, indeed-, often by the very necessity of the case, the ryot must give 
the whole of his indigo plant to the factory at the same fixed rate ; in contracts 
for other pioduce the ryot only agrees to repay the advance with intereet, &c., 
in cash or in produce, at a fixed or the market rate, while all the surplus is his 
own to dispose of as lie [)leases. 


From IV, 7hylo)\ K'-q., Judge of Shahabad, to the Under Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal (No. 16, dated the 25th January 1855). 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 3079, dated 14 December 1864, with its 
enclosures, requesting me to give my opinion in regard to the sugg( stions of 
Mr. Beaufort therein contained, I have (lie honour to observe tliat I cannot bring 
myself to assent to the expediency of the measure proposed. 

Exceptional legislation for the benefit of a class is so directly at variance with 
all sound principles of government, that howe\er expedient it may appear at a 
particular time, a prudenl statesman will, I conceive, always view it with dis- 
favour, 

,But when it is proposed to convert a civil wrong into a crime for the advantage 
of a mere section of the community, the objections it are immeasurably 
enhanced ; arid in my humble opinion,^ nothing but imperative necessity, or a 
great and unquestioned public good, could justify'even the consideration of a 
measure so repugnant to the spirit of modern law and universal justice. 

I have had but little experience in dealing with the disputes which Mr. Beau- 
fort refers to, but it appears to me that a more'legitimate mode of enforcing the 
contracts betwTcn the indigo planters and ryots might be devised by rendering 
the civil process actually, instead of nominally, summary,” and (to prevent the 
judgment when given in favour of the planter from being nugatory), by giving 
him a lien on the produce of the ryot’s field, whatever it may be, on proof of 
such ryot having taken an advance for the culwation of the said field with 
indigo. 
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From George Loch^ Esq., Officiating Judge of Piirncah, to A. JV, Russell^ Esq., 
Under Secretary to the Governor of Bengal (No. 27, dated the 21st January 
1866). 


Sir, 


* Copy of letter from Commis- 
sioner of Rajshahve, dated 3d No- 
Tcmber 1864, to Secretary to Go- 
rernment of Bengal. 

Copy of a letter from Joint Ma- 
gistrate of Pubna to Commissioner 
of Rajshahye, dated 20th Octofjer 
1864. 


I UAVE tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th 
December 1854, No. 3079, with its enclosures,* and in reply, beg 
to state, lhat owing to the peculiar circumstances in which the 
Ijianter is placed, some peculiar provision fur fiis protection as 
regards indigo contracts should be made. Were he subject to loss 
only through failure of crops, or tlie ordinary neglect of ryots to 
fulfil their engHgen;ents, he oyght to be left to protect liimeelf as 
in other contracts. But uhere the breach of contract arises, as it 
does in most instances, through the influence of third parties whom 
he cannot reach, some more effectual means of protection anti redress should be 
provided than are afforded by the ordinary process of law. Even with a decree 
in his favour, the planter does not get redress. He never can recover from the 
ryot the value of the produce lost to him by the ryot’s breach of contract, and 
very seldom is be able to recover the amount of his advances ; and what a j)rocess 
lie has to go tljrongh before be can obtain a decree, and when obtained, how 
difficult to execute it effectually and speedily. 


2. Suppose no obstacle to the trial of a suit in the Court of First Instance to 
exist, the case might be disposed of in three months.. Then comes an appeal, 
which, owing to the number of cases on the file, and pressure of otlier business, 
cannot be heard for months, and when brought uj) is liable to be remanded for 
rc-trial, and further time is lost. If the a[)peal be disposed of, there still remains 
a s])ecial a])peal, and the facility with which this is admitted, renders the tempta- 
tion to make it very strong ; and if the ryot be iiiuler the influence of third 
parties, anxious to injuie the planter, ihis appeal will doubtless be made, perhaps 
not so liiucli with the hope of getting the original order reversed as to cause delay, 
and to pi'event the plai.ter taking stej)s to e\eciite his decree. It may be said 
that, as interest on the amount decreed is accruing, tlie planter really suffers no 
injury by the delay. But lie does suffer, for the delay enables the ryot to dispose 
of all bis property, and the |)lanter finds nothing u herewith to satisfy his decree, 
and he is chary of irnyrisoning the defaulter as it only entails on Iiim the further 
expense of his keep while in gaol. It may he .said tluit alienation may he pre- 
vented life by attachment under Regulation II. ] BOU, hut tliis attachment 

cannot lie made without proof of intention to alienate, and it is very dilllcult to 
obtain proof of such intention by any overt act of the defaulting ryol. 


3. Suppose, liowcver, under the best cireumstances, the suit is undefended, 
and the planter gets a decree in three months, and no apjjeal is inaile, and in 
execution he attaches the property of tlie ryot, consisting of huts, grain in store, 
crops on the ground, cattle, &c., what follows? Notification of sale is issued, 
and clairnaiils spring up on every side. If tlie claims are rejected by the Moon- 
siff, then comes a summary appeal and with it delay. If die Moonsiff’s order be 
confirmed, a further ivAilication of sale is issued, and the right and interest of 
the clel'anlter in the property attached is sold, and what does it fetch — seldom 
sufficient to liquidate the amount decreed. 


; 4. The above remarks are of course af>plicahlc to all suits brought forward in 
the Mofussil Courts, but there is this peculiarity in tlie transactions of the planter 
which tells hard against him. Contracts with ryots for the ordinary products of 
the earth arc on a small scale, and the risk to the party making advances is 
not so great, and the ryot has generally sufficient property from which loss may 
be recovered ; nor is there any undue influence employed to make the ryots 
break their engagements. But the planter is obliged to make large advances, 
and has no security but the gfc/od faith of the ryot,t. who is at the heck and nod of 
his zemindar or mahajuu^ He lias a large interest at stake, and can never 
recover the loss incurred by failure of the ryot to meet his engagement. I may 
here instance the powerful influence a zemindar has over his ryots. When I took 
charge, as Magistrate of Nuddea, the Rajah of Berhampore had a quarrel with 
Messrs. Hills & White, and forbad the ryots to cultivate indigo, and not a man 

‘ for 



INDIGO CULTIVATION IN BENGAL. 


39 


for miles round certain factories would take advances. I proceeded to tlje spot, 
examined many of the ryots, they had nothing to complain of, acknowledged 
that they received liberal advances, but said they would not cultivate indigo any 
more, though they had done so for years. Nor were Messrs. Hills & White able 
to inake advances until they had taken the inehal in Putnee and paid a hand- 
some salamca to the rajah. If the influence of» the zemindar be sufticient to 
prevent ryots taking advances, very little exertion of that influence is, I .appre- 
hend, sufficient to make them break their contracts, and it is from the eftects of 
this baneful influence that the planters ought to be protected, for they cannot, 
under any circumstances, obtain redress against the real party who causes their 
loss. 


5 . There is of course danger that the law may be abused if breaches of indigti 
contracts are made punishable as misdemeanoi* 8 . ddio records of the criminal 
courts might be able to sliow whether the law, when in existence, was enforced 
frequently or not, and whether it was found to be much abused ; false or ground- 
less complaints might be made puiii-^hable by fine eommiitable to irnprisomiient, 
and the introduction of a system of registration might prove some protection to 
the ryots. Agreements are taken from the ryots at a certain season of the year. 

Any planter wishing to benefit by the law should be obliged to register all agree- 
ments at that particular season within a.certain time after execution, and no 
prosecution sliould be allowed on au unregistered ageement. One point would 
liereby be gained. It would be clear that the deed was executed about the time 
it purported to be written, and was not prepared for tiie purpose of being filed at 
tl,e lime tl.e prosecutior, was instituted. A sliding scale of regis- 

tratiou tees might be introduced as per margin, and all prosecu- rear with or without advance, do 
tion should be brought forward within the year, or immediately not exceed 
after the close of the year, to wiiicli tlie contract relates. Con- f- 

sideling the ignorance of the class of people w'ho take advances, it ^ 

might b(^ expedient to limit the agreements to one year, and to 50 ” 8 

prohibit the introduction of, or render nugatory, such clauses as the 100 „ 12 

followuhig : — “ That if the advance be not covered oy the quantity rupees above 100 

of plant delivered, the ryot will .^till continin* to cuUivate indigo,” ^ anna^. 

Snell a proviso is easily introduced into the body of the agreement without the 
knowledge or consent of the ryot. I am averse to putting any unnecessary h'gal 
restrictions on contracts, and wi're the mass of the people at all educated, I 
would not make the suggestion. » 


0 . 1 would, in conclusion, refer to Section V., Regulation VI. 1823, wliicli 
relates to suits for the recovery of indigo advances. The law requires that these 
eases should lie disposed of as summary suits ; hut the liw is almost a dead letter, 
becaujje no advantage can be obtained under it. By the time the suit is decided, 
the ryot lias absconded or disposed of all In’s property. T /10 first process in 
summary suits for rent is the apprehension of the defaulter; might not a similar 
process be issued in suits for indigo advances, or else process for attachment of 
his property to satisfy the amount eventually decreed, falsq camplaiiits being 
punishable by heavy daiuagcs? 




From 77. Atherton, Esq., OfTiciating Judge of Sarun, to A, W. Russell, Esq., 
Under Secretary to the Goveiiument of Bengal — (No. 41, dated the 2 J February 
1855). ^ 

Sir, • 

' I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, Vo. 3079, of the 14th Decem- 
ber last, with enclosures, which has lately reached me, requiring my opinion on 
the suggestions made by Mr. Beaufort for re-enaiH^ing a law for summarily 
enforcing the execution of contracts for the cultivation and delivery of indigo 
plant. ^ 

2 , Mr. Beaufort considers that the original rule of Regulation V. of 1830 
should be re-enacted, and he thinks that every facility should be afforded to per- 
sons engaged in a branch of commerce so beneficial to the country at large. He 
does not propose to make breach of contract for the cultivation of any kind of 
72 , E 4 crop 
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crop penal. He does not propose to legislate on any broad general principle. 
He does not say that any man deliberately evading a contract, freely entered into, 
is guilty of fraud, and therefore deserving of punishment in the criminal courts. 
He proposes a special law for protection of the indigo cultivation alone, and 
therefore I hold lie was bound to show that there is some special iniquity in <he 
evasion of an indigo contract, and that the indigo planter stands more in need of 
protection, and deserves it more than the petty mahajun, who advances money 
for the cultivation of rice or sugar-cane, or any other of the common crops of 
the country. 

3. Mr. Ileaufort remarks that indigo cultivation is beneficial to the country at 
large, and I readily admit that it is of immense value to the zemindars in 
particular, and to the Government, because the cultivation tends to raise the rent 
of land and to increase the general revenue of the country; but 1 deny that indigo 
cultivation does the ryot any good, and I maintain that, until it be proved that 
indigo cultivation is specially advantageous to the cultivator, special laws for the 
enforcement of contracts for indigo cultivation cannot justly be enacted. 

4 . 1 hold the indigo cultivation, carried on as it usually is in Bengal, to be a 
forced cultivation, and this I consider to be proved by the admission of every 
planter and of every other person I have ever conversed with on the subject; that 
no ryot, receiving an advance of say 10 rupees, would for his own profit grow 
indigo if allowed to giow any other crop. Mr. Beaufort himself, in the 8th para- 
graph of his report, allows that the “ ryot has a great aversion to indigo,” and 
why is this, but that the ryot knows indigo is not a paying crop r He will 
readily take the planter’s money when he can get it, just as the planters them- 
selves and their m.jsters some years ago took money from the Union Bank, hut 
then, having secured the cash, he will- endeavour to evade a losing bargain because 
he feels that the honest performance of the contract will profit him ni)thing; and 
this is the reason, and the only reason, why the ryot having taken the planter’s 
money is so easily led away by the zemindar or other party instigating him to 
the breach of his engagement. But is the planter deserving of piiy ? certainly 
not. He knows beforehand that nine ryots ont of ten with whom he deals are 
rogues, that they will cheat him if tliey can, and he has therefore only to blame 
himself for putting hiinselt in their power. He can easily protect himself. He 
has simply to keep his money in his own pocket and to hire land where he can 
get it, and to carry on the indigo cultivation by hired labour, if he thinks the 
culti\atiuii will payliiin. His case no more calls for any special protection on 
the part of the Governnieiit than docs that of the native mahajun who advances 
Tiioiiey for rice or sugar-cane. 

6. Mr. Beaufort’s remarks as to the position of the planter in this country are 
perfectly true, and it is his position which places him generally at the mercy of 
those about him. He has seldom the right to the permanent occupation of more 
than thirty or forty beegahs on which the factory buildings stand ; a large capital 
is sunk in buildings which are worthless without land. The native zemindar 
gives him land on wijich to build his factory, and then, having caught him in 
the trap, takes advantage ol his |)osiiion, as do Englishmen under the same cir- 
cumstances, and dem^wids a high price for any additional quantity of land lie may 
allow him to occupy. He knows the ryots dislike the indigo cultivation on the 
usual terms, and he makes funlier prf)tit from the planters by aiding them to 
break their contracts. The conduct of both ryot and zemindar is bad, but the 
planter has no reason to call on the Government to get him out of the difficulties 
in which he has voluntarily placed himself. Were indigo cultivation generally 
profitable, the ryot would as readily grow indigo as rice or sugar-cane, and backed 
up by the planter, would resist all interfer^ice on the part of the zemindar. It 
is not, generally speaking, possible, and therefore he is willing to turn against 
the planter. I say the cultivation is not generally possible, because under certain 
rare circumstances, it can be carried on without difficulty, but that is only when 
the ryot has a good masterf^nd is only called oij to give up a small portion of hiS' 
land for indigo. Faciories in Bengal have so multiplied that the planter cannot 
be satisfied with a small portion of the ryot’s land for indigo, and therefore affrays 
constantly take place in the attempt to compel the ryot, either to give up his land 
for indigo or to sow landsTor which he has receivea advances. 

6. Should the Government for the benefit of the planteti pass a special law 

for 



fotthe protectiom of indigo cultivation, Mr. Beaufort’s suggestiona in regard to 
die registration of deeds should be attended to, but being opposed to any such 
law I need not enlarge on tbe details which might berequirea in carrying it into 
opgration. * 


From C. Steer, Esq., Judge of Backergunge, to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal (No. 31), dated the 7tli February 1835. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 3070, of the 
14th December 1854, with its enclosures, relating to the expeiiiency of re-enact- 
ing a law for summarily enforcing the execution of contracts for the cultivation 
of indigo, 

2. I am utterly averse to the system of indigo advances as it now prevails, and 
consider that it should be discouraged rather than facilities should be given to 
extend it. None but a planter would deny that tlie cultivation of indigo was not 
profitable to the ryot. Is it for Government to encourage such a system r Make 
the cultivation profitable, and the ryots will of their ovin free will and accord, and 
without the enactment of special laws, enter into contracts for the cultivation of 
indigo as readily as they will any other sort of produce, and will be a? little likely 
to break their contracts as they are when engaging for the cultivation of any other 
sort of produce. 

3. Every honest planter will admit that no ryot will take an advance unless he 
is in the last extremity, and that none ever get out of. the planter’s books who are 
once in them. The reason of this is plain, indigo cultivation is ruin to the ryot. 
As well might Government give countenance and sup|)ort to the usurious raahajun 
as to the planter as he now deals with his cultivators. Both planter and inahajun 
act in the same way, both take advantage of the ryot’s necessities, and both derive 
a usurious profit from their dealings. Let the planters allow to the ryots a fair 
share of the profits they themselves derive, and there will be no complaints that 
the ryots are eternally breaking their contracts. The natives are not slow in 
perceiving where their intere.st lies, and the date cultivation is an example how 
readily they will adopt the cidtivation of an article from winch a |)rofit is likely 
to be gained, and they are not deterred by tlie knowledge that years will elapse 
before they obtain the slighte.'it return. If the rydt received from the planter a 
price for the plant lie delivers, that would enable him to stand the loss of a bad 
season occasionally, he would with greater readiness cultivate indigo than he 
now does the date tree and the sugar cane, and it is solely because there is no 
reciprocality of advantage that the indigo cultivation is so much detested. As 
the planters, then, have it in their own power to remedy the evil they complain 
of, they should be told to apply that remedy ; and a hateful and an unfair system, 
such as the system ot advances now is, should never in m^ opinion meet with 
any support from Government. 

4. It may well he questioned how far indigo cultivation, carried on as it is now, 
is really beneficial to the country. A pltqiter spends a great deal of money; he 
gives employment to a great number of persons ; Ids residence in the country is 
in many ways beneficial (o the neighbourhood in which he dwells — these are all 
obvious advantages ; and it iS also very true that in indigo districts many a 
zemindar gets a good rent for his estate from th£?^lanter, promply paid, where 
he formerly found it difficult to collect a small and precarious rent. The profits 
to the planter on his indigo enable him to pay a aent above what he can himself 
collect. But if, as I have not the slightest doubt, that the indigo has been 
obtained on a system ruinous to the planter’s tenants, then, however valuable 
indigo may be as an article of commerce, it would better for the sake of the 
ryots if there was not a stick of indigo in the land. « 

6. So difficult is it to get lands for indigo that the planter finds it necessary 
to admit into his partnership the lord of the soil. To him he gives in the shape 
of enhanced rent the prhfit for indigo, which in fairness belongs to the ryot, and 
^ planters Jiave onljr tq that share to the ryot to make the culti vation of 
as popular as it is now the reverse, and tliey will then not need to lease , 
7 a- F lands 




lands at ag Qufaijf. rate^ only that they may have their iodig^o -lOttlijivictpw ^ 
under theiMhumb. ' ' ■ * ,> » ' 

6. As planters only, planters do not benefit the country. As planters thiiy 
certainly introduce a crop which is highly remunerative, but they take all the 
profit tliemselves, and keep the cultivators poorer than they would be if allovfed ' 
to cultivate the poorest description of produce. Planters, who are also zemin- _ 
dars, have two things to look to, their indigo and their ryots. These are the ' 
men whom we may look to be a real blessing to the country, for their interest as 
proprietors of the laud makes them careful to protect the ryots, and they cannot 
pusn indigo cultivation to a ruinous extent, as regards the ryots, without suffer- 
ing in a like degree themselves. In their hands, a law making the breach of 
indioo contracts criminal would be as little abused as it would be little used. 
But the planter who only holds land that he may compel his traants to raise 
indigo for him, is not one whose power over the tenantry ought to be strength- 
ened. He cultivates indigo upon usury, and like every other usurer should be 
left to the remedy of the civil court. 

7. It will not be deemed out of place to mention that I consulted Messrs. 
Hampton & Reily on the subject of Mr. Beaufort’s letter, as they have both 
had considerable experience in indigo districts. Their opinions and those above 
expressed are identical. 


From G. C. Cheap, Esq., Sessions Judge of Rajshahye, to A. W. Russell, Esq^, 
Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 8), dated the 17th 
February 1855. 


Sir 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 3079, of the 
14th of December last, with its enclosures, calling on me to report my opinion 
on the suggestions made by Mr. Beaufort, the joint magistrate of Pubna, lor the 
revival or're-enactment of Sections II. and 111., Regulation V. of 1830. 

2. These scctions.were, I believe, rescinded, with reference to the orders con- 
tained in a despatch of the Honourable the Court of Directors, dated so far back 
as the 10th April 1832. The reasons given by tlie Court were embodied in the 
32d, 33(1, 34tli, 30th, 37th and 41st paragraphs of their letter; and, in my 
humble opinion, arc so conclusive against the re-enactment, that I do notseehdw 
such penal rules for breach of civil contracts could ever be sanctioned by the 
Legislature. 

3. Though none of the gentlemen who signed the despatch are now in Ae 
Court, there can be little doubt that the present members of the Court would 
unanimously subscribe to the opinion recorded by their predecessors. 

4. 1 would also beg leave to remark, that in this age of “ free trade,” no 
special penal enactralnt for breach of contract for the manufacture of indigo 
w’ould ever have the sanction of Parliasnent, before whom all Acts of the Indian 
Government have, I believe, to be laid. 


6, For the above, and other obvious reasons iliat I do not think it necesMry^ 
to state, as it would only be useless occupying the time of his I^nour-the Lieu-' 
tenant Governor, I am against the re-enactment of the rules of Regulation V. of 
1830 rescinded. , 


j>.i'_The whole of the correspondence fhat took place relating to ind^o 
manufacture appeared in a Blue Book, published in 

was reprinted by Messrs.-t hacker & Co. in J834. The pamphlet is entity 
“ Panere relating to the«gettlement of Europeans in India ; republished from tte 
plSnW Vl-.cte & Co., Wcattt,;; .nd m. Mill be 

obtained from tbeto^ i^P shall be happy to send you the copy I haw. 



1 , » 





, ^ Judw of Moorsb^aoa^; ^to the J5«sretary 
Govemmeot of ^nglil (Mo. 80), dated the 26th March 1866. 


to the' 


Sir, 

I HATE to apologise for the delay which has occurred ia the sub|nis8ioa of ' 

reply to your letter (circular), No.'3079, dated 14th December 

1864, forwarding copies of letters, as per margin, and requesting Letter from Commissioner of the 
my opinion regarding the re-enactment, as recommended by Mr. l^jshaltye Division, No. 403, da^ 
Beaufort, of S««ion, II .ud III. of RejulMion V. of ,830, for the 

pur^se Of enforcing the execution of contracts relating to the Letter from the joint magistrate 
cultivation and delivery of the indigo plant. and deputy collector of Pubna, ilo* 

- , 1 * WE n /. 1 I dated 26th October 1864, to 

2, It does not appear to me that Mr. Beaufort has shown the Commissioner of the Rnjshahye 

good cause for the re-enactment of the sections above-men- Division, 
tionecl, which, although no reason was given, were probably • 

repealed by the Government, as pressing hardly upon the ryot, and giving too 
much power to the planter. It was a power which was not possessed by those 
who had vested rights in land, the proprietors of the soil, and should only 
be delegated by tlie law to those who speculate in one branch of the commerce 
of the country upon clear and undeniable proo 1 of exigency, and not “ merely 
to keep matters quiet.” 


3. It is a common notion, I believe, in almost every district that the ryots are 
averse to the cultivation of indigo^ and that the agricultural community have 
suffered much from its cultivation. To what extent this is true could only be 
ascertained by a commission of inquiry. As far as my experience goes, there is 
little or no aversion on the part of cither the ryot or the zemindar to the culti- 
vation of indigo on alluvial lands, because they do not yield other crops in greater 
abundance, and such aversion only exists, ana excites in the end opposition and 
violence, when the planter is determined to sow indigo upon soil which the ryot 
believes would give him an exuberant crop, and pay liim better if sown with 
paddy, or any other seed. Though in many instances, for no just cause what- 
ever, the zemindar may instigate the ryot to a breach of his contract, and deserves 
punishment; yet, in cases like the above, where the contract is forced while the 
aversion exists, the natural consequence is opposition, and the zemindar becomes 
the ryot’s protector. 


4. The object to be attained under the proposed re-enactment is compensation 
for injury, and this can be more speedily and less vindictively attained by altering 
the civil law than by re-enacting a penal one. 


5. Redress by summary suits is insufficient. *I would lessen the period of 20 
days fixed for serving summons to defendants under the provisions of Clause 2, 
Section HI. Regulation VI. of 1823, to 10 days, and I would amend Section V. 
Regulation X. of 1836, which gives power to judges to make over summary suits 
relating to indigo for trial to the Principal Sudder Ameens-and Sudder Amcens, 
by providing that indigo planters should be allowed to institute suits, according 
as they may Value their claim, direct in the Courts qf the Principal Sudder 
Ameen, Sudder Ameen and Moonsiff, instead of by the slower process of transfer 
by the judge. * 


6. By Clause 4, Section V. Regulation VL pf 1823, the amount of penalty ih 
^ breaches of contract, owing accident, is regulated. If to every contract was 

attached, as a penalty for its infringement, an ggtimaijd amount of damages, 
fixed either with reference to the advances to the ryot or the quantity of land 
contracted for, the planter, in a summary suit, would realise the full amount of 
his losses. Without some such provision, it would at any rate take.tjme, even if . , 
it would not be difficult, upon the institution of a summary suit, to ascertain ilie 
amount of damages, and delay would ensue in^ecovering the amount and 
awarding the same to the planter*. ^ ^ 

7. Mr. Beaufort states that “ the civil prosecution o7 a large number of ryots 
involves a large expenditure, the greater portion of which can never be 
Ifceovered/" 


Section VL Regulation VL of 1823 provides Ibr indigo suits by the same pro- 
cess as suits for arrears and exactions of rent, i i^ction VIL of Begulatipn VilL 








of 1831, n^^i^i^vlOi^tnary.fuits for .}i|oVi4e« t^t suinma ,, 
ferred unW ^^s^ion'IV. of: that Rcguijatiofi, shall be Mtitten*' on piiper , 
stamp of one«foiirtb the value which would have been required in a re^tar amt, 
in spite of which, in summary suits connected with the Civil Court, the ka'mp 
Talue sometimes exceeds the value of the claim. The latter part of that section, 
authorising collectors to take a plaint on eight annas* stamp, where a party is 
unable to pay the price of the prescribed stamp, should be also extended to 
summary suits for indigo. 


8. If, when the plaint is proved, the planter can obtain a decree with costs, 
and in execution realise the amount decreed, with interest and costs; and if by 
expediting the summary process, and lessening the expense, he can both speedily 
and cheaply obtain compensation for his losses, there is no reason to apprehend 
that aflrays would be the more frequent consequence of the planter’s going to 
law, and seeking its redress under such provisions, than if the stringent repealed 
statutes alluded to were re-enacted. 


0. Very few contracts have been registered under Clause 1, Section III., 
Regulation XX. of 1812, although the cultivation of indigo has increased. I 
concur with Mr. Beaufort in iiis opinion regarding the register of contracts, and 
the period at which tliey sliould expire.. But I see no reason why they should 
not be, under careful provisions, registered by the moonsiffs as well as by the 
magistrate, deputy .magistrate and collector, and also by the pergunnah cazees, 
under Regulation XXXIX. of 1793, on the payment of certain fees which might 
be fixed. 


From J. C. Dodgson, Esq., Magistrate of Rajshahye, to A. W. Russell, Esq., 
Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 3), dated the 3d January 
1836. 

Sir, 

I HAVE tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular letter, No. 3079, 
of tho I4tfl December 1854, forwarding a copy of Mr. Beaufort’s report on the 
expediency of re-enacting a law for summarily enforcing contracts for growing 
indigo entered into lly the planters with the ryots, together with a copy of Mr. 
Gouldsbury’s letter on the subject, and requesting me to give my opinion on the 
matter in question ; and, in reply thereto, to inform you that I most fully concur 
in what Mr. Beaufort suggests, and for like reasons to those fully given by that 
officer; for I consider tliat the- re-enactment of Sections II. and III. of Regu- 
lation V. of 1.830 would go a great way in preventing those affrays with the 
ryots, of which the zemindars are the main instigators. I am also of opinion, 
that all contracts t)f this description ought to be immediately registered by the 
persons themselves, .and' at the smallest possible expense to the contracting par- 
ties, and should not be held valid in any court unless so registered ; nor snould 
these contracts be enforced beyond the current year, for if held valid beyond that 
time a door would besopened for oppression. 

I C(jnsider the law as it at present stands, by referring the planter to a civil 
suit, gives him no protection whatever, for when a ryot agrees to cultivate, say 
10 beegahs of indigo, he generally receives an adyapee of 20 rupees, or two rupees 
per beegah, giving no security after the vexatious delay which at present is inse-* 
parable from a civil suit^if he’bbtains a decree against the defaulter, finds that 
tihe whole property of the ryot is not worth half of the original sum advanced to 
him, not to mention the costs of the civil suit. 

:';6imh being the case, I consider that what Mr. Beaufort advocates, if carried 
out, . would of immense Itffoefit to all indigo planters, without in the leash 
de^^e 'beiogj a source ofjiardsbip to the zemindSr or his ryots. 
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Magiiitmie of Niiiicli^i to the TJndei 
^ , Governs 31), dated the" lath Januarj 

/:"^ 5 <; ■' '; ; ' \ ■' 

f: Bt. - ^ . 

: I HAVE tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular, No. 3079, 
dated the 14ili ultimo, and its enclosures. 


2. In reply thereto, I beg to inform you that I consider that the re-enacting 
of the law for summarily enforcing the execution of contracts entered into for 
the cultivation and delivery of indigo would be a beneficial measure, provided 
that a stringent law were enacted to prevent its abuse, and to protect the 
cultivators of the plant. 

3. Act V. of 1830, before the repeal of the two first sections, was altogether 
in favour of the planter, and left the ryot entirely at liis mercy, for, of course, 
the planter could make the ryot take advances to any amount, and after that 
have him punished, in the event of his refusing to sow his land with Indigo. 

4. Now there is no doubt that ryots generally object to the cultivation of 
indigo. In the first place, when the advances are given, the ryot receives the 
money with his own hand, but before he has left the compound of the factory 
he has been mulcted of the best part of it by the factory servants, so that 
he is not much better off when he leaves the factory than when he entered 
it. I do not see how this can be put a stop to, for though many planters 
make the advances to the ryots with their own hands, they say that they 
know the factory servants take a certain part for themselves from the ryots 
immediately the money is paid. 


6. Tlien again indigo is not a crop which pays, as any honest planter will 
allow; and very often, so far from paying, it is a dead loss to the ryots ; this 
being the case, their antipathy to the crop is not to be wondered at ; moreover, 
if in a bad season, the ryot who has received advances cannot produce a sufficient 
crop of indigo to cover tliosc advances, the sum in^ which he is indebted to the 
factory is carried on under the head of advances to him, although he may receive 
nothing at all. ^ 

6. This is, I think, exceedingly unjust, and in my opinion the planter ought 
to have no claim whatever against the ryot, after the ryot ha% sown and delivered 
the crop of the specified quantity of land wljich he (the ryot) agreed to sow. 


7. It is not the ryot's fault if the crop turn out a bad one, and if so, why 
should he be obliged to bear the burthen of the loss of it ; if the planter had 
sown and cultivated the indigo himself, and an adequate crop had not been pro- 
duced, the planter would have had to bear the loss himself, and because the ryot 
has sown the crop, why should he have to bear the loss for the planter ? 

8. When planters are asked why they do not take the cultivation of indigo 
into their own hands, and do away with the system of advances, they will tell 
you that it would be impossible to attend properly to the operations of a large 
concern ; there may be some force in this argument, bilt 1 am quite sure that 
one reason for their disliking the cultivation is, the knowledge that the loss in 
a bad season would fall on themselves instead of on the ryots. 

9. Then again many planters, instead of apportioning a reasonable quantity 
the ryots’ land for the cultfvation of indigo, wil l take a third or even a half 

of course} when this is the case, the ryot’s. time ii*kTO?J3l wholly taken up with 
his indigo crop, and as this does not pay him, he necessarily becomes a ruined 
man. • 


^ 10. Now, I know of one concern in this district, in which the manager only 
tukes two beegahs out of 80 for the cultivation of ^digo. The loss of his ryots 
oh that crop, therefore, is so smSll, that it is scarcely few by them, and it is a loss 
for which they are compensated by the protection anoruM to them by the factory. 
,I do not mean to say that two beegahs out of 80 is the utmost that any planter 
ought to be allowed to take, but if oue man can make taking that quantity pay, 
lid pn® pugbt, I think, to be allowed to take the excessive quantity which, as I 

8Pm« ate to the I»bit of tok«9jg;* 

'll, There^ 




/'Iff ' ' \ 

11. There is ho denying: that the planters require pnrteetion fot'^irW 

they are sown, as the zemindars are constantly stirring up the ryots to r^mim 
to sow after they have taken advances, and I think that the re-enacting of tfae^ 
two first sections of Act V. of 1830, would be sufficient to protect their interests 
though at the same time I think a clause should be added to section IV. of the 
Act (unrepealed), making it a misdemeanour for a man to plough up his own. 
indigo after he has taken advances for the crop ; for the present law, as inter- 
preted by the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut, allows a ryot to destroy his crop himself 
after he has taken advances, and refers the planter for redress to the civil court. 

12. ir a law such as this be passed for the protection of the planter, there 
should be a stringent one passed for the protection of the ryot, one proviso of 
which should be that no planter should be allowed to take more than a certain 
proportion of the ryots’ land for the cultivation of indigo. I imagine that it 
could be easily ascertained from the planters themselves what a fair proportion 
is. If any ryot chose voluntarily to take advances to sow more than the legal 
quantity of nis land with indigo, and afterwards refused to sow, the criminal 
courts should only be empowered to enforce the sowing of the legal quantity, 
and the planter might sue the ryot for any further claims against him in the 
civil courts ; without a proviso of this nature, an agreement would be taken from 
every ryot to sow any quantity of land the planter pleased, and the law would 
thus become a dead letter. 

]3. Another feature of this law^ should be that if, owing to a bad season, or 
any otlier cause out of the control of the ryot, the produce of the land which he 
had sown did not cover the advances which he had received, the planter should 
have no claim against the ryot on that account, it being manifestly more equit- 
able that the loss consequent on a bad crop should be borne by the planter than 
by the ryot who was obliged to sow it for him. 

14, If some such law as tliis were passed for the protection of planters and 
ryots, indigo cultivation w^ould be more popular, I think, in the eyes of the people, 
and the protection afforded to the planters would prevent many of the unseemly 
outbreaks which, at present, ifre of too frequent occurrence in the Mofussil. 




From A. E, Russell, Esq., Magistrate of Tirhoot, to A, IV, Russell, Esq., 

Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 20), dated the 19th 

January 1855. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular letter, 
No. 3079, dated 14tli ultimo, forwarding copies of letters from Mr. Beaufort and 
the Commissioner of the Rajshabye division, regarding the expediency of re- 
enacting a law, making the evasion of indigo contracts by ryots punishable by 
the criminal courts. %, 

2. It appears to me that, in some cases, the indigo planter is certainly put to 
great inconvenience and loss by the evasion of the contracts by the ryots, as 
though he may obtain a decree against the ryot, it is very often quite impossible 
to levy enough from his property to cover the expenses of the law proceedings 
and the amount decreef; Dut*ilhough many of these cases ajre so like fraud on 
the part of the ryots, that they might be justly punishable for the offence, yet 
taking into consideration the fact that in many parts of the country the cultiva- 
tion of indigo is rather a forced than a voluntary act on the part of the ryot, as 
is shown by the fact that sc'^cely any factory in this district has cultivation in 
any mouzan, except in sucl/as are let in farm ta the factory, Ido not think thjd^ * 
it is advisable to enact a^aw which would make the evasion of a contract^ ' 
many instances forced on the ryot against his will, a matter for punishment 
under die criminal law* 

8^ In cases whem fhe cnllivadon of indigo is voluntarily imderi^n by 
ryots* it has often appeared to^me a hardship that the planter 




kind, it ia 

iMo^eaiai^ td tike iotu .consideration the state of indigo contracts in general, ani 
1 do net feel ihciined, all things being taken into consideration, to recommend 
the enactmeht of snch a law. 


From O’ A. Pepptr, Esq., OflSciating Magistrate of Purneah, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal (No. 46), dated the 22d January 1866. 


Sir. , , . 

In reply to your letter; No. 3070, dated 14th December 1864, and to the lUr 
quiry contained in it, I beg to subscribe the following opinion : — 

The question at present under consideration is, whether an Act, as proposed 
by Mr. Beaufort, to make the non-fulfilment of a contract entered into by a ryot 
subject to summary trial and punishment in a criminal court would be beneficial 

or otherwise? , , . , - . . 

It is universally admitted, that the preesnt state of the law is detective ; that 
it affords no protection or security to the interests of the planter, and for the 
ends of justice is totally inadequate ; that it is much too dilatory, and that 
planters avoid resorting to it, as it only entails additional loss upon themselves. 
Under these circumstances, some new law becomes absolutely necessary j but it 
is questionable whether more’ evil than good would not result, if the Act, as pro- 
posed by Mr. Beaufort, be passed without any correspopding check ; and 1 think 
Mr. Peaufort’s plan of confining the validity of an engagement to one year would 
not alone be sufficient, though an excellent measure in itself. 

From inquiries, 1 find that the generality of planters would approve of the 
proposed law ; but some have objected, on the ground of it giving the planter 
to6 much power, and that when lormerly it existed it was much abused. Under 
these circumstances, it appears to me that a summary process by civil law' would 
be most advisable, whereby all the advantages proposed by the new law would 
be secured without many of its objections. 

However, on taking the subject into consideration, it appears to me that every 
person voluntarily entering into a compact should be bound to perform it, or 
bear the loss; but herein lies the difficulty, tliat it is not a ciiiniiial act to decline 
fulfilling a contract ; and secondly, a ryot, who so breaks his engagement, and 
seriously injures tlie planter, is, generally speaking, a pauper, or at least so 
manages to dispose of his property as to make it worse than useless to prosecute 
him for damages. It not unfrequeritly happens, too, that the want of ready 
money makes a ryot enter into the agreement, when he is well aware at the time 
that he cannot fulfil it, and has no intention of doing so, or sows bad grain, or at 
an unfavourable season, thereby hoping by the loss of the crop to secure his lands 
for some other purpose. However, these subterfuges and fraudulent practices of 
the ryot, whether instigated by a neighbouring zemindar, or 'by personal motives, 
prove the inadequacy of the present law, aud the necessity of some other more 
summary and more stringent. But again, there is a serious objection to the one 
proposed. It strikes at a great principle ; it brings civil tfets, which are cogni- 
zant by the civil law, within the scope of the criminal law. It tends to make 
cognizant by the criminal law acts which are not criminal. It interferes with 
the liberty of the subject. Fpr instance, a ryot enters into an agreement, from 
which he thought a corresponding advantage wouldaccrue to himself; but, 
after all the formalities arc gone through, upon more mature reflection, he finds 
that he has been overreached ; will he be imprisoned for withdrawing from such 
a contract ? Be finds his contract injurious to hi# interests, perhaps seriously so ; 
he is therefore willing to bear the loss by civil law, incurred by the infringement 
nf his contract, provided he can save himself from^in. Would there be any 
crime in his doing so; on the esmtrary, would it nw be a serious infringement 
of his liberty to compel him to endure more loss thlta justice requires and is 
. tedessary, and to prevent him seeking what he consUers his best interests? How 
can a man be criminally prosecuted for seeking at his own cost to better him- ’ 
a^lf r : toy oflnfen* “ i* ooly. wkep he.becomes without just cau^ unwilling, 

jQ^ fpri^BOWtoigly unable! -to jbew ^d tKereby casts the burden of his own 

■* . .Qpqh another, that iny criminaBty can be witathed 


ill' '•*’ 
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to: 


to his act^ :aii(j4hat he might be deserviiigl^-«nd’adVaii^ 

fraud to the criminal authority. . ' ^ 

Besides, as we are adminislraiing for plailters and zemindars, it would 
well to consider what it is they wish to secure. The object and interest of a 
planter is to secure as much labour on as moderate terms as possible, and for that 
purpose he makes advances to the ryots. Is he not bound to take some prc^ 
cautions previous to doing so, or is he to proceed blindly to work and leave his 
interests to the protection of the law ? The law protects him who seeks to pro- 
tect liimself, and the planter should not have that protected by an arbitrary law 
which might be secured by an exercise of proper caution. The planter’s interest 
is to protect rather than oppress the ryot, on the principle that free labour is more 
productive than forced, and the ryot’s interest in most cases is to adhere to his 
contract. The reason of his breaking it is, that he has to serve two masters who 
are generally opposed to each other, the zemindar and the European pla\iter, and 
to satisfy the demands of the former, the ryot enters into fraudulent contracts 
with the latter. The ryot is to blame for .entering into the contract, but the . 
planter should, in my opinion, exercise more circumspection, and make no 
advances till he knows the ryot’s ability to fulfil his promise, and has sufficient 
security offered for its performance. It is, generally speaking, fraud on the one 
side and negligence on the other. But should the law exist, will the planter be 
benefited to the extent proposed and expected ? A ryot in prison connot return 
him the crop he agreed for, and the fear of being subjected to such a degradation 
may deter all the more respectable ryots from lajcing any advances or making 
any such agreements, and so render the law nugatory, while those only who did 
not fear the result, and consequently would not be deterred by it, would work on 
such terras. 

There are persons, however, against whose fraudulent practices a planter 
r^uires protection much more than against the ryots, and these are ill-disposed, 
unscrupulous, and extorting zemindars. For instance, a planter has made 
advances to ryots for indigo ; this takes place when their lands are under water, 
but when the season arrives for sowing, the planter wishes to measure the land 
engaged to him, and suddenly finds that a putneedar or a zemindar has so intimi- 
dated or bought over the ryots that he will not, and they dare not, let the planter 
measure the lands he has paid for, and the only course left the planter is to do 
it at all risks, or to pay the required fee of 400 or 500 rupees to the extortioner, 
whether putneedar,* or talookdar, or zemindar, knowing well at the same time 
that the iiexi year will bring a like or increased demand. 

There are native planters as well as European; there are respectable men 
amongst them, but there are also some of th^ most unscrupulous ; what is to deter 
any of the latter from taking advantage of the great power entrusted to them, unless 
there is some corresponding check to protect the ryot?* Limiting the period of 
the validity of the agreement to one year, as Mr. Beaufort proposes, only pre- 
scribes a bound to their authority, but does not give any security against the 
abuse of it. From these and similar considerations, I would propose a suratnary 
civil process, othervMse I cannot advocate the proposed new law without some 
amendments and extension. 

Thus I beg to suggist that the ryot be only prosecutable in the criminal court, 
and subject to one month's imprisonment in case — 


First. He is proved to the satisfaction of the magistrate to have broken a good 
and valid contract, and to have no personal property or^ other means whereby 
the injury inflicted on the planter can be remedied and his claims satisfied. But 
should the ryot prove thav^i^ossesses property, which can be sold to indemnify 
the claims of tiie planter, or that he has land which the planter can use for 
raising a crop of indigo, and which he is willing to cultivate, or give the planter 
be cultivated, or has given good and sufficient security so tliat the ai;nount can 
be recovered, I would, in that case, remit the imprisonment *and attach the pro- 
perty, pending a decision civil court, or els% give to the criminal court the 
necessary atithority to aiifard damages. 

Secondly .-—In case the ryot has been proved to the satisfaction of the prei^idingv 
authority to have fraudulently made, or to have broken an engagement fiaudUr ; 
lenriy, or with a view. to his .own profit, at the risk of the planter* 

V case lunriBg' broken an eng^ment, the 




available property or has no sufficient security, which was, however, sufficient at 
the time of making the contract (for if insufficient then the fault is the planter’s 
for. accepting H). 

Fourthly. — As imprisonment of the ryot will not indemnify the planter, I 
would propose that in all cases where land could be identified and proved to 
belong to the ryot, and he had no other means of repaying the planter, that the 
amount of land engaged for in the contiact be made over for the crop or the 
season to the planter. 

Fifthly.— As securities and zemindars are often as culpable, or more so than 
the ryots, all persons proved to have aided and abetted the ryot in defrauding the 
planter should be punishable by fine (for instance, two ryots stand security for a 
third when he entefs an engagement with the planter, and fraudulently assert 
that they possess property, or connive to jiroduce property to deceive and” induce 
the planter to accept their security and make the advance). In such a case I 
would propose that not only the ryot be afterwards punishable should he break 
the engagement, but that the sureties be made also responsible and subject to a 
like sentence. 

Sixthly. — To give protection to the ryot, I would beg to suggest that, in cases 
when it is proved to the satisfaction of the Magistrate that the charge brought by 
the planter against any lyot is urd'ounded or malicious, tlie planter or zemindar 
subject himself for every such offence to one month’s imprisonment and 
200 rupees’ fine or an additional month’s imprisonment, and that the Magistrate 
bo empowered to award damages to the ryot from the amount of the fine levied, 
or from the personal [rroperty of the defendants. 

Seventhly. — That no claim for broken contracts be admissible under this Act 
beyond one year of the date of their engagement. • 

Eightly.— That planters bo authorized to measure lands for the amount of 
which they hold engagements. 

All which I still think might he as well or bgtter done by a Small-cause Court 
than by a Criminal. 


From G. Bright, Esq., Magistrate of Midnapore, to the Under Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal (No. 39), dated the 29th January 1856. 

Sir, 

In reply to your circular letter. No, 3079, dated the 14th December 1864, I 
have the honour to report, that no necessity appears to me to exist to make the 
breach of contract by ryots for indigo cultivation a criminal offence. The law 
as it stands, under the provisions of Regulations VI. of 1823 and V. of 1830, 
and Act X. of 1836, is in my opinion quite sufficient to secure the interests of 
the planters, and it would be unreasonable to suppos^ that a special law should 
be passed for this classs of people without extending it teall other classes engaged 
in cultivation of other kinds of crops, ^nd who are equally liable to the same loss 
and inconvenience. 

2. It is argued that %m want of such a law planters resort to violence to 
compel the fulfilment of contracts, and that breaches of the peace thereby occur. 
I do not see how the proposed law would obviate tKis. Under the present pre- 
vailing system of lattials and armed retainers, compulsion would in most cases 
be primarily resorted to, to save the troubife, inconvenience, and loss of time 
necessary for prosecution in the criminal courts. The prosecution itself would 
only be of second rate importance, and, as it were, kept in reserve in case such 
other means failed, or it waa»sepn that for some rause it would be an unadvisable 
act to adopt violence. • 



From C. F, Carnac, Emj., Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to tbe Un^er Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal (No. 83), dated the 6th Fehroaiy 1865. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 3079, dated 
14th December last, with its enclosures, on the subject of contracts entered into 
for the cultivation and delivery of indigo plant. 

2. I have given tlie matter iiiy best consider.ition and conversed with several 
parties on the subject, and although 1 was in tlie first instance inclined to vote 
against the introduction of the system of making the non-fulfilment of contracts 
for indigo penal, fearing lest some might make it the means of oppressing the 
ryots, I liave now come to the conclusion that, provided each contract be regis- 
tered regularly, as proposed by Mr. Beaufort, the plan cannot help being of 
considerable benefit to the planter ; whilst ii will not in any way tend to place at 
the disposal of many of the class another instrument of tyranny and oppression. 

3. There is no fear, I think, of the planters themselves, as a body, abusing the 
law, if passed ; for I believe them to be a far more enlightened and better class 
of men than were in existence when the former Act was passed, but there are of 
course exceptions to the rule, and it is to provide against their abusing the 
privilege that some stringent measures should be adopted. 

4. I would suggest, however, that the Act should apply not only to contracts 
for indigo, but also for supplying cocoons, &c., for whicli very large advances are 
made by those engaged in the manufacture of silk. 

6. It often hajtpcns, I believe, that a man takes advances for a large supply of 
cocootis according to the promise of the bund, or supply. Instead, however, of 
supjjlying the cocoons in question to the manufacturer who lias really advanced, 
he goes and offers them to another, who re.idily takes them off his hands, and 
thereby the man secures a doulile price for his cocoons, at the expense of the 
party who has advanced for them. In such a case the loser has no redress 
except ill the civil court, to which it is uot often worth liis while to have 
recourse. 

0. 'I’hc contracts, if registered, should be witnessed by two paities, not in any 
way connected with thy one advancing the money ; and the registers of such 
deeds should be appointed by the .Magistrate in the neighbourhood of every indigo 
factory and silk filature. 

7. I think that the sum of four annas would be a sufficient fee for registration, 
and two annas for a copy of every deed. This charge would not be fell by any 
one, and vvould be sutficieiit to remunerate the register himself. 

8. Where police thannahs are available, I do not sec any objection to the con- 
tracts being registered there, in due form, and noted merely ia the razeenamcha 
to prevent any fraud ; a certain fee might also be allowed to the several police 
officers entrusted with tlie duty. 

0. Where a Moonsifl^Jfi cutcliery is at hand, it would, I think, be advisable to 
entrust him with the registration of the deeds iu preference to the darogahs. 


From E. W. Molovy, EUI]." OTieiating Magistrate of Jessore, to the Under 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 92), -dated the 8th February 
1865. * 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular. No. 3079, 
dated the 14th of December, with enclosures, an(> in reply beg to forward my 
opinion ou the proposition submitted by Mr. Beaufort. 

2. Mr. Beaufort, after explaining that the planter has no remedy for breach 
of contract to sow indigo but in the civil court, goes on to show in paragrajihs 7 
to 13, the evils resulting from such breach of engagement on the part of the 
ryot when backed by his zmindar; that the expense and tedipusness of a civil , 

suit . 



suit the adoption of that course, and that the planter is in consequence 

driven to compel 'fuMlments of contracts by physical force. He then proceeds 
to argue, that much of this would be prevented by the re-enactment of sections II 
and Ml. R^ulation V. 1830 ; that the zemindars would cease to instigate the ryots 
to break their contracts, and that affrays and disturbances would be of much 
rarer occurrence. 

8. Mr. Beaufort correctly states, that it is the intervention of the zemindars 
either with a view of extorting money or from personal motives of enmity wliich 
causes the ryots to break off their contracts; but I do not agree with him that 
the law he proposes will remedy this evil, though it may check it in some 
measure. In paragraph 14, Mr. Beaufort says, ‘‘The zemindar will be driven 
to the not illegal power he may exercise over his ryots to prevent their taking 
advances instead of first taking and tlun repudiating them.” This will bring 
the planter and ryots into collision and will lead to constant disturbances, and 
the same system of intimidation will be necessary to make the ryots take, ad- 
vances as is necessary now to make tlKni fulfil their engagements; the power of 
the zemindar, as instanced in paragraph 12, will not be lessened. 

4. But the question is, not whether the proposed enactment will tend to check 
affrays or oppression ; such a result will never be brought about by this or 
similar laws, .until the cultivation of indigo becomes more tasteful to the ryots; 
but wliedier it is just and proper to give assistance to cause the enforcement of 
bonA fide contracts of a nature particularly liable to be broken throngli, and 
which if not enforced very summarily entail great loss upon the planter. This, 
I think, should be done, and 1 entirely agree with Mr. Beaufort in the proposi- 
tions contained in the 14th to 18th paragraphs of his letter. No person should 
be punishable for breach of a contract in which all these forms had not been 
observed. 


From jF. Beaufort ^ Esq., Joint Magistrate of Pubna, to TF. Russell, Esq., 

Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 114), dated the 19lh 

March 1855. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 3079, of 
the 14th December last, with its eneJosures, regarding the summary enforcement 
of contracts for the cultivation of indigo. 

2. Having expressed my own opinion on this subject at full length, it would 
be superfluous forme to say anything more on the subject. But I may observe 
that Mr. Gouldsbury has not entered upon the question in the objections which 
he has urged to the proposal. The only point for consideration is, whether the 
“ extraordinary and anomalous measure” is required or not; and it is hardly 
a sufficient reason for ignoring it, that it merits such epithets. 

.3. If the civil penalty be insufficient, as I have already attempted to show, 
the only resource is to make the breachtof faith punishable criminally. And if 
the enactment proposed has the effect of preventing the disturbances which so 
commonly occur, and so constantly embroil the peace of a district, I cannot, for 
my part, see any objection to*it in the fact that it is opposed to a preconceived 
maxim of law. ^ 


T 


— No. 4.— ^ 


Mikute by the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, dated the 6th June 1856. 


- i* (rf knowing how the late indigo sowing season passed off in the 

mdigo distncte with respect to disputes coming before the Magistrates, caqs^ 
^ daims to land, or complaints of non-fulfilrftent of cqnttact on the 








I wish tlie several Commissioners called upon to ascertain the facts from tlfe ^ 
Ma^jistrates and lo report them to Government, staling at the same time tbei^ 
own and ihe Magistrates* opinions whether, where such disputes have occurred, 
they hav(' been owing to defects of law or administration, such as it may be in 
the power of the Governnient to remedy; and, if so, what are the remedies they^ 
would suggest for that purp{ise. 

A similar communication may be made to the Sudder Court, in order to obtain 
their sentiments on the subject, and those of the Sessions Judges. 


From (7. T, Buckland^ Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Commissioners of the Patna, Bhaugulpore, Rajshahye, Dacca, Chitta- 
gong, Nuddoa, and Bnrdwan Divisions (No. 2048), dated 7 June 1860. 

Sir, 

The Lieutenant Governor is desirous of* being informed how the late indigo 
sowing season lias passed off in the indigo districts of Bengal, with respect to 
disputes which have come before the Magistrates caused by contending claims to 
land between neighbouring planters or zemindars, or by complaints of non- 
fulfilment of contracts on the one hand, or of forcible sowing of indigo on the 
other, between planters and r\ots. 

2. I am directed, therefore, to request that you will ascertain the facts of any 
cases that may have occurred from the Magistrates of the districts in your 
division in which indigo is cultivated, and that you will report on them to 
Government, staling at the same time your own and the Magistrates* opinion 
whellicr, where any such disputes have occurred, they have owed their origin to 
any defects of law or administration, such as it may be iii the power of the 
Government to remedy; and, if so, what are the remedies which you would 
suggest for that purpose. 


From (J. T, Buckland, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Officiating Register of the Sudder Court (No. 1704), dated 7 June 
1856. 

Sir, 

tna, Bhaugul- I am directed to forward herewith a copy of a letter this day addressed to the 
re, Rajihabyc, Commissioners of Circuit noted on the margin. 

i^ea andl^urd- 2. The Lieutenant Governor requests that the court will take the subject of 
n Dirisions. this communication into their consideration, and will favour him with their own 
opinion on it, after comumnicaiing with the Sessions Judges of the districts in 
which indigo is cultivated. 


From C. Steer, Esq., Gommissioner of the Chittagong Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal ^No. 166), dated 2 July 1866. 


wii , 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 2048, dated 
7th ultimo, calling for a repor^iow the late indigo Sowing season has passed off 
in the districts of this cliviSi(M,"Vith respect to disputes which have come before 
the Magistrates caused by contending claims to land between neighbouring 
planters or zemindars, or by cffmplaints of non-fulfilment of contracts on the 
one hand, or of forcible sowing of indigo on the other, between planters and 


ryots. ^ 

2. In this division Tipjjprah is the only district where indi^ is cultivated. 
No dispute occurred in the last indigo season regarding indigo sowings, &c. 
Only one petition was given on the part of Mr. Lamb, complaining of anticipated 
opposition in sowing,- but none was made, and the police reported that, the sowjng 
had been complete without hindrance, 

8. It would, t think, be an advantage if cases for breach of contmt to culti- 
vate iirfigo, under R^ulatfons VI. of 1823, and Act X. of I888,?*^ taade 





Si 

jiJAaiile hy tbi^ primarily^ instead of the present rule, which makes 

those cases eognisahle by the Zillah Judge, and referable at his pleasure to the 
Collt*ctor. Under certain circumstances the necessity for an application to the 
Judge makes the law a dead letter. The crop is going under water, and no time 
is to be lost in cutting it. 

4. Again, if there is no objection to special legislation in favour of indigo 
planters, a subject which I shall not now discuss, and the object is to remove 
by all means the causes which lead to afTrays between planters and ryots, there 
should be better provision made for this at the time when indigo is to be sown. 
When a ryot, who has taken advances, meditates disposing of the crop to some 
one else, the law provides the means of enabling the planter to obtain the crop; 
if a ryot takes advances and will not sow, the planter s only remedy is an action 
for damages. But a decree against a Bengal ryot, every one knows, is of no 
more value than waste paper, The value of a crop of indigo is to the planter, 
on the contrary, much more than three times the amount of the advance, were 
that even always recoverable. There is every temptation, therefore, to the 
planter to take the law into his own hands and sow by force the land which, by 
contract, ought to have been sown by the ryot. Two things then are required, 
first, some remedy more than nominal to recompense the planter for loss sustained 
by breach of contract; and, secondly, some suitable arid effective measure to 
prevent the planter from sowing by force the lands of a ryot who has taken 
advances and refuses to sow them with indigo. 

6. 1 see no objection why a planter should not be allowed to apply to the 
court to sow the land, for the cultivation of which he has made advances, in the 
same way as he is now allowed to apply to court to cut a crop for which he has 
advanced. Were he allowed to do this, and any opposition to him was declared 
a criminal offence, punishable by the Magistrate, it would remove in a great 
measure the fighting which now often arises at the time of indigo sowing. If 
thepc cases were made cognizable by the Moonsiffs, and a rule made like the one 
I propose, there would be no necessity for the planter to take the law into his 
owm hands. The MoonsifF is always close by, his orc>er would enable the planter 
to sow the land of a contracting ryot before the time of sowing passed by, and 
he would have better security for the recovery of his advance than a decree for 
damages. 

» 

6. The ryot could not justly complain, for he has done the wrong which has 
led to the deprivation of his lands. After the crop has been cut, he should be 
reslorcd to Ins lands, and an account rendered to him of the expenses incurred 
by the planter in the cultivation and reaping, &c. If at the price the crop was 
bargained to be sold there is anything due to the ryot, he should be entitled to 
it; and if the planter has suffered any loss, he should be entitled to recover it by 
a suit against the ryot, and it should be declared that a planter sowing by force 
the land of any ryot with whom he has a dispute, and without permission 
obtained from the MoonsifF, would render himself, and all parties concerned in 
the sowing, amenable to punishment by the Magistrate. 


From J. H. Youngs Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, to 
the Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 101), dated the 15th 
July 1866. * 

Sir, • ■ ' * 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 2048, dated 
the 7th ultimo, desiring me to report, for the information of the Lieutenant 
Governor, how the late indigo sowing season has passed off in the indigo 
districts of this division; wheSier any disputes have arisen, and if so, whether 
they arQ from defects of law or administration, and if so, what remedies I would 
suggest* ^ 

2, I called on the six Magistrates in this division to report on the subieef, 

and I have just received their answers* In Baneoorah and Beerbhootn tnere 

have been no such cases, and in Hooshlv and Howrah only one or two* In 
.... . « ^ 

-Mr, 


mionapoor anu, ourawan nave oeen six or seven suen cases. 


L'r iV/, w , 


r ill* ' *■ \ 
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3. Mr. Lawford is the only Magistrate under me who has guggeited any 
alteratiou in the present laws concerning the cultivation of indigo. That) 
gentleman was, as his Honour is aware, for some time in the Kishnaghiir distfiot 
before he came here, and his opinion on the si^bject is therefore entitled to some 
weight. For this reason I beg to forward his letter on the subject in original. 

4 . Mr. Lawford's remarks may be considered under two beads ; first, he 
thinks the law hard upon the planter, inasmuch as the ryot, after taking 
advances, may, “ wilfully destroy his own crop,” and it is “ not to be expected 
that the man who has made the advances will stand quietly looking on while his 
crop is being destroyed, when he knows that his only remedy will be the civil 
court.” 


5. For this state of things, Mr. Lawford suggests a remedy in these words — 

when tlie ryot has taken advances, and the crop has come up, let the planter 

have the indigo, and the ryot tlie profit of liis land.” 

6. There seems to be some obscurity here as to the ownersliip of the crop. 
In the first instance it. is called that of the ryot, and in the second, that of the 
planter; and ir would probably be difficult to state by law vvlien it changed 
hands. For instance, supposing the day after the sowing the ryot ploughs up 
the land before (that is) the crop can have appeared above the ground, to whom 
does it belong ? 

7. But the great objection I should have to legislating in this way, would be 
the interference which it would necessitate in the private affairs of individuals, 

8. Ihe planter makes advances for the cultivation of indigo just as the 
mahajun docs for the cultivation of rice or any other crop. We do not interfere 
10 let the mahajun take the rice crop, and why should we do so for the planter? 
If the mahajun is injured, he has his remedy in the Civil Court, and so has the 
planter. 1 cannot sec why one should be more favoured than the other. 

9. Mr. I^awford also considers the law to be hard on the ryot, and he suggests 
that, if after receiving advances “ the crop fails through no carelessness of the 
ryot, let the planter bear the loss, and the advances which the ryot has received 
be struck off the books; he planted indigo to phase the planter, not to please 
himself, and that being the case, why should he be the sufferer ? ” 

10. If the planter chooses to advance his money on these terras, there is no 
reason whatever, it see ns to me, wdiy he should not be allowed to do so ; but to 
make a law eulbrcing these terms in all cases would be most objectionable, in my 
opinion. 

11. It would also, I believe, be quite futile, futile as the old usury laws were, 
to prevent the extortion of liigh iiiierest. If the planter could only advance 
money legally on these terms, he would soon find out an illegal mode of doing it, 
which would answer liis purpose as well, if not better than the present way. 

12. I would altogether deprecate any legislative interference with such private 
transactions. I wouy protect the planter, who has given advances by laying 
heavy penalties uport the ryot who breaks his engagements, and I would protect 
the ryot from being compelled to lake# advances by giving him all the. facilities 
possible for clearing up his accomits in a legal manner, and for enabling him to 
extricate himself from the planter’s giip. 

€ 

13. In the first of the decision lies in nine cases out of ten with the 

Fouzdaree authorities, with all their oppressive machinery; and in the-eecond, 
with the Dewance authorities, with all their procrastinating machinery. If such 
eases were disposed of by the revenue authorities, it would, I believe, be a great 
gwn to the honest planter and the honest ryot. 




From H. B. Lau^ord, Esq., Officiating Magistrate ofBurdwan, to the Commu- 
sioneroF the Burdwan Division (No. 132), dated th? 3d July 1858. 

Sir, 

With i^rence to your circular letter No. 27, of the Mh I have .Utet 

honour to inform you that the indigo sowing, season has w this 



witbout any 'disturbance in this district; seven cnroplaints only, in connection 
urith ' ind%o, haym|; been preferred to me, and these all of a very triding 
oatare. 

2. In two of the cases the dispute arose about the boundaries of the land ; one 
was amicably settled, and the otlier is still pending. 

3. In one case complaint of forcibly sowing indigo in another man’s land was 
made : the case is still pending, but it is one of no difficulty. 


4. Two cases of wilfully destroying indigo are pending, but as the crop was 
destroyed by others than those by whom it was sown, there will be no difficulty 
in disposing of them. 

6. One case, in which a chowkeedar rented his land to a gomashta, and when 
the latter went to sow indigo' repudiated his bond, was amicably settled, and 
another similar case in which a planter agreed with a zemindar to sow indigo on 
the latter’s land, giving up the land after cutting the crop, and which the 
zemindar denies, is still pending under Act IV. of 1840. No defect in the law 
has given rise to any of these disputes, as they might have occurred with any 
Other crop. I do not mean to say, however, that there are no defects, for I con- 
sider the law, as now interpreted, which allows a man who has taken advances 
for tile purpose of sowing indigo to wilfully destroy bis own crop, an anomaly, 
which 1 think cannot too soon be altered ; that a law of this nature should cause 
disputes cannot be uondcred at, for it is not probable that the man who has 
made the advances will stand (jiiictly looking on while his crop is being 
destroyed, when he knows that liis only remedy will be the Civil Court. 

6. Another great evil which exists in the system rather than the law, is the 
way in which money is advanced to the ryots. I believe it is admitted on all 
hands that money must b? advanced to a ryot, whatever crop he sows, so that 
advances cannot be done away with, but indigo is a most uncertain crop, and is 
consequently not regarded so favourably by the ryots^as rice and other common 
crops. A good season may and probably does pay lii*m, taken by itself, but in 
the balance against this must be placed the numerous seasons in which the crop 
almost and sometimes entirely fails, and when this is tiie ease the ryot loses the 
pro<luce of the land, and also gets debited in the planter’^ books with the 
advances he lias received, and if this goes on for several seasons he gets so deep 
in debt to the planter, that lie has very little chance of ever fieeing liiinself 
again. 

7. This is a system which I think ought not to continue. 

8. When the ryot has taken advances and the crop has come up, let the 

planter have the indigo and the ryot tlic profit of his laud, but if the crop fails 
through no carelessness of the ryot, let the planter bear the loss, and the advances 
which the ryot has received be struck out of the book ; ho planted indigo to please 
the planter, not to please himself, and that being the case I do not see why he 
should be the suftl-rer. , 

9. In nyabad concerns, you hardly ever hear of disputes, simply because 

the planter sows his own lands with his owq servants ; if you ask the proprietor 
of a large concern why he does not have his land nijabad, he will probably tell 
you that it is impossible to keep up a sufficient number of ploughs, bullocks, &c. 
to cultivate such a va'^t extent of country, but I beW^y" principal reason is 
the knowledge that if the crop fails the loss will be his own, and not the rvot’s’ 
as It IS now. ^ ’ 

10. If ryots knew that if the crop failed owing to no fault of theirs, the 
advances would not be carried on against them, 1 have'no doubt that the culture 
Of tlie crop would beedme popular, os then it would be worth while running the 
chance of making a good season and large profits, and ifethe crop Jailed their 
only loss would be that they would get no profit out of their land. 
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From A. Grate, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Naddea Division, to the 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 94), dated the 19th August 

1858. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 2048, dated 
the 7th June 1856, calling for certain information regarding any disputes about 
indigo which may have occurred during the late sowing season. 

2. The Magistrate of Nuddea tells me, ‘Hhere have been complaints of 
forcible advances, breacli of contract, forcible sowings, breaking up of cultivated 
land, all of which cases have been amicaUy settled ; in fact trespass, that is, • 
destruction of crop by cattle, have been the only cases connected with indigo 
that have been at all generally punished. There have also been a few cases of 
illegal assembly in which Act V. of 1848, has been put in requisition four times.” 

3. The Magistrate of Moorshedabad reports that no cases of the kind have 
occurred in the thannah under his direct management ; four cases occurred in 
the Aurungabad subdivision. In three of these, ryots complained of being 
compelled to sow indigo ; the other was a boundary dispute. “ They might all 
have been of a more serious character,” Mr. Spencer adds, “had it not lieen for 
the proximity of the subdivisional court.” In ray last quarterly statement 
Mr. Herschels explanation of one of these cases has been quoted from at some 
length. 

4. The Magistrate of Jessorc gives the number of petitions connected with 
indigo cultivation, in the following tabular form : 




MAGOORAH. 

KHOOLNAH. 


JESSORE. 

1. Complaint of collections of lattiols for forcible 
sowing of indigo and prevention of sowing some- 
times, including charges of plunder ... 

2 

38 


2. Sowing indigo in paddy and other lands belonging 
to and sown by ryots ----- 

1 

8 

7 

4 

8. Burning a house for the purpose of sowing indigo 
on its site 


1 

_ 

4. Forcibly taking away ryots’ bullocks to sow indigo 
and to compel them to fulfil contracts 

. 

9 ; 


6, Duress to compel ryots to fulfil contracts, &c. 

- 

4 

— 

a. Cases of assault and oppression on ryots to compel 
them to give indigo lands or fulfil oontraots 

* • • 

6 

- 

7. Affrays connected with indigo - - - - 

- 

2 

— 

8. Trespass in indigo 

4 

1 


0. Cutting khals to fiU up paddy lands, so as to make 
them fit for indf^o 


o 

_ 

10. Compelling ryots to sign blank paper - 

- 

1 2 


11. Forcibly taking away indigo seed - - - 

1 

- 

1 

12. Breaking up indigo cultivation - - - • 

• 2 

— 

— 

***“"’**- 





5. “ On the whole, My. Molony says, the sowing season has gone off 
quietly.” Two affrays connected with indigo were reported from the Magoorah 
subdivision. In one, Mr. Bell’s people, who had gone to plough some lands 
belonging to his factory, were opposed by the ryots of the sheikdars of Digga, 
who drove them off, pounding and carrying* aw^ one of them. The other is 
described as an intended affray between Mr. Oman and others, which was 
prevented by the timely arrival of the police. From Mr. Skinner’s letter I find 
that Mr. Bell's dispute was as much about a hath as indigo. 

6. The cases entered under heading 2, are generally made up between the 
parties. Heading 8> inclutles three cases of wilful injury to indigo bebngingt in 

tiw) 
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two of the cases, to factories owned by native planters, and one case of wounding 
with rescue of cows, which had been caught trespassing in indigo fiehls, 

7. In Baraset there has been a serious dispute between Mr. Hampton of the 
Hobrah concern, and certain ryots. 'I'lie servants of tlic former have been com- 
mitted to the sessions court, on a charge of plundering the houses of some 
villagers who would not sow indigo.* 

8. As regards the detects of the law in which such dispnt 's are presumed to 
have their origin, and the remedies which shcmld be applied, on which points 
Government requires my opinion and that of the magistrates, I find the latter by 
no means unanimous on either. 

9. Mr. Spencer thinks the lau suffiei(*nt if promptly administered, and if the 
magistrate pays attention to the miscellaneous petitions which generally precede 
serious disputes. But he adds — 

“4. Disputes between the planter and ryot, regarding the forcible sowing of 
indigo, must to a certain extent aluays exist, for it must be clear to every one 
that the cultivation of indigo is for the most part distasteful to the ryots, who 
would much prefer cultivating rice and other crops of grain, and seldom, if ever 
voluntarily, take advances for indigo; and this I think can hardly be remedied by 
legislation, and all that can be done is to provide grearer facilities for obtaining 
redress bv increasing the number of sub-divisions in Bengal.’' 

V O O 

Mr. Elliott says : 

“ It is difficult to state where the deficiency lies in the law\ I should say the 
cause is an inefficient and corru[)t police, which is both powerless and unwilling 
to assist the ryot ag<unst the oppression of the zemindar or (‘luployer.’’ 

The Cattle Trespass Act xvill, be thinks, remove one princij)al cause of quarrel, 
and the next most serious cause is in his opinion breacli of contract on the part 
of the ryots, but beyond >!i()wing how completely without redress the planter is, 
under the present law, he makes no suggestion for improving his position, 

Mr. Molony says : * 

“ 6. I do not eonsider that any of the cases that have occurred in this district 
owe their origin to any defects in the laws; but the planter should have, I think, 
some summary process for compelling a ryot to fulfil his contract.” 

If the ryot under advance fail to sow when the season comes on, the planters, 
says Mr. Molony, sow his lands themselves. Mr. Skinners report, which is 
forwarded hv tin; magistrate, gives an instance in which Mr. Gow Smith had, 
during his absence from Magoorah at the April examination, ‘‘ made a clean 
sweep of tile lands available for indigo by making a show of plough and men 
which woidd prevent any one from interfering.” 

10. Mr. Skinner is in favour of giving the planter power by a criminal process 
to enforce the fulfilment of a contract, and he would on the other hand enact a 
stringent law to protect the ryot from his “ richer and more physically powerful 
oppressor;” a better class of ciiowkeedars would, he adds, prevent much of the 
oppression now committed l)y the peons and servants of Voiindars and planters, 
and he would like to have more pov^er than he has for bringing principals into 
court, and fur holding them re-|)OiisiblcTor the acts of their subordinates. 

11.1 submit in original , two letters, No. 291 and No. 370, dated 19th May 
and 30th June 185C, from the joint magistrate^ of Baraset, who seems to have 
given the subject more thought than the other inagistrarcs, and whose intelligent 

remarks on it deserve attention. 

• > « 

12. A full inquiry would, I can well believe, show" that there are good grounds 
for the general unpopularity of the present system of growing indigo. The 
repeal in 1835 of those parts gf Regulation V. of 1830, which held the instigator 
to break engagements equally liable with the ryot foi»the penalty of such breach, 
and which made wilful neglect to sow or cultivate a misdemeanour on the part of 
a ryot who had agreed to do so, denote I suppose nothing more than the with- 
drawal of a protection to planters, which further consideration convinced the 
Legislature to be unjustifiable. No preamble being given to Act XVI. of 1835, 

I can but conjecture that it was the result of such a conviction. It was not 
72 * H directed 
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directed against the advance system, which was left as It had been recognised by 
Regulation VI. of 1823. 

13. The machinery provided by this la‘^t law and by the unrepealed sections 
of Regulation V. of 1830 api)ear to be deficient in the following points: — 

1st. Tile agency for carrying out the provisions is insufficient. 

2dly. The process is not sufficiently sarnmary, and the award is limited to 
coiupensatiou for non-fuKihuont of contract ; tliere are no provisions for 
eiifoicing its lulfilment. Indigo muse be sown v/hon the rain falls, or 
the season p(‘rl]a[)s is Ion for that year. Similarly it must be cut at a 
particular time, or the crops may be lost or damaged. 

3(lly, As in the case of the execution of decrees generally, there is 
extreme difficulty in obtaining the compensation when awarded after the 
sunimary proci'ss. 

14. I do not know wliciher recourse is now ever had to this law, which, even 
if moousitfs were empowered to (‘utertain such suits, is not adapted to the 
peculiarities of indigo cultivation. A planter cannot know that a contracting 
ryot means to o}.)])os(‘ his iiehls being sown till the rain falls, and his servants 
jiroceed to see, the field sown. Supposing a moonsilf to l)e at hand, and that the 
planter succeed in getting an award in throe days, he gets nothing more than 
tlic riglit* to receive what Ik* eannot oblige the ryot to sow, and the compensa- 
tion in moiu-y lor the plant which is of such vital importance to him. 

15. It is defect in tin* law ^^hich drives the planters to compulsory sowings and 
cuttings, and it is this which must he supplied before we shall succeed iir ^top- 
])ii)g ri sort (0 ])li vsical iorcf'. The law must extend the lien recognised in 
section If. from the croj) to the occupancy of the land, and the summary court 
iim>t be empowered lo decide vvhetiier a. planter, who has ass(U‘ted that lien by 
sowing, has or lias not legally acipiired it. A v(3ry severe penalty leviabh; sum- 
marily ior abiKe of tin* power thus to sow, together with compiuisation to the 
ryot, and tin* enforeod siirreiyler of the laud, would, 1 think, check any dis- 
posillon on tin* part of the pkmters to a'-s('rt lieu wliicli t]i(‘.y could not substan- 
tiate, while simple dismissal of the ryot's claim, with costs, would suffice as an 
aw aid for the j)Ianter. 

1(). If the suininary pro'^'css is to he of any ciTe(‘l at all in stojiping indigo 
dispute’s, it must I think have for its object the justiiicdlion of wdiat has been 
done l)\ tlu3 jilaiitc'r to enf ace the contract, ratlu'r than an iiuleinnification to 
jiiin for wliat the eoulraetliig ryot has failed to do; such a law woiil!i give the- 
planter no more power than he lias nowg bet it would make him accouiitahle for 
tin? power which la* mnv (‘xercises illegally. The principle would be tiiat laid 
down ill M.-etion \ . lu'gulation of which authorises the maeristrate to 

comp; I perforiuanei* of a contract, but there would 1x3 no occa^jion to re-ouact 
liegulation V. of 1 sno, making non-jicifonnaiicc a niisdemeanour, because the 
plaiitc'r would see to its due performance. 

17. Notliiug will nijie tlie cultivation of indigo popular until it is found to 
pay w(‘ll, and this, it ?eenis to he the general impr(‘ssion, is not now the case. 
Litigation and other iinneef^ssary (3xpeiiiK‘s, wdiieli will not occur wdicii our sub- 
uivi.sioiial officers are within easy reacli, and when our police arc on an improved 
footing, probably have an eifect 111 preventing planters from paying so liberally 
for produce* as ihe ryot has a rii>ht to expect lo he p*aid. 


From J. II, MmujJes, Esp., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division* (No. 291), dated the 19th May 
I806. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to address you on a subject wliieh, although not one of 
routine, and which, perhaps, I had done belter to have left in abler and more 
experienced hands, seems to me to be one of very great importance. A receot 
occurrence in ray district has brought the subject strikingly to ray notice, and 
has perhaps, you will think, led me to exaggerate its magnitude. 

2 . You 
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2. You are aware, I believe, that differences exist between Mr. Hampton, of 
Hobra, an indigo planter, and the ryots in his vicinity. These differences have 
alrcadv given rise to an actual and flagrant breach of the law, and it is not at all 
unlikely that further crimes may spring from a dispute which very intimately 
and seriously concerns the pockets of both parties. 

3. Both Mr. Hampton and tlic ryots with whom I have had personal commu- 
nication, are, I believe, most anxious to submit the poiiit of their dispute to me. 
But you will peiceive after 1 have explaine d the circunislaiiccs of the case, tliat 
I call have no jurisdiction in the matter, and can only refer the disputants to the 
civil court. 

4. Mr. Hampton avers that the ryots with whom lie is now at issue have taken 
advances fiom him for sovviug indigo, hut that under the persuasion of third 
parlies, when the seed has been liouglit and the soil is ready to receive it, and 
a short delay may ruin the prospects of a whole year, they have ri-iused to sow. 
He adds that, although a species of remedy lies eventually open to liim in the 
civil Court, yet that, taking that for what it is worth, the exeeutioii of a decree 
of the court for damages is attended wilh so many practical difficulties as to 
mak(* it a dead letter as far as regards compcusatioii for the losses ot the year. 
He tlicndbre views resoi t to a civii court as a very perilous and unsatisfactory 
pror(‘eding. He does nut ask lor damages, hut Ibr legal means to oblige 
parties who liave entered into an engagement, to fulfil it under pain of puiiish- 
numt in the eiimiiial court. On tin; whole, it is iinpo-sihle to look at his 
grievaiic('y, and the only remedy open to him, without forming the opinion 
tliat, siip|)()siiig Mr. Il.iinpton’s statements to he coircct, his case is a very 
liard one. 

C). 'The rvots on th(‘. otlier hand maintain tliat they have taken no ad\anees 
from Mr. Hampton, viinl that solely beeaiise they wall not lain; advaiua s, I hey ‘ 
are heiug oppiassed by liis siuaaiit^. '^Hiey slatt; that they will not sow indigo 
for tins \(‘ry >oniid reason, that they find tobacco and other croj)s lar more 
profitabh*. TIk'v loo wish to have the pointy whether they have received 
advances or mn, elearcil-up as spi'cdily as j)()ssible in my (;()urt. And here, 
again, 1 leel that there is much riMsonableiiess in the wish. But I am obliged 
to inform them that I can decide no such ])oint for tluan, and that tin; civil 
court alone must do so. , 

6. In the mean time, all that I cm do, I conceive, is to jirevmit breaches 
of tile peace; Imt from not having it in iny power to decide betwaaai the 
parlies, or, in fact, to know wdiieli of tiiem is the aggressor, and wliielitlie 
aggrieved, and which should tlierelorc have my moral support, I am placetr 
ill a podll')U of considerable difficulty. Act IV. of 1810, is not applicable to the 
case, for IMr. Haiiiploii dees not [)rer('nd to be in posses>ion, or to be seeking 
possession. Section V. Il{'gulati()ii \ II. 181.0, is no more so. 1 am not aware of 
any other law under which I could act so as to meet the occasion. 

7. Even in the civil court it appears to me tliat Mr. Hampton can scarcely 
find adecjuate relief. But I need not dwell on this points The proof ol a law is 
in its results, and I fully belie V(', aud I fancy it is geuerafly allowed that one of 
the chief causes of the affrays and dislinrbances in wliicli indigo planters and 
thc'ir servants arc so often concerned, lies in the fact that they have found by 
exf)erience tliat the law doe^ not eflectually protect tliein, and that they must 
shift for themselves without it, and sometimes even in its teeth. 

8. Tlu; case of indigo lias already been made in the R('gu}aiions an excep- 

tional one, and it si'eius likely to be allowed to remain >o, Idie main objection, 
then, to wliat I w ould propose as a beneficial modification of the law is, in a great 
measure, met and refuted by its present slate, which is not only tolerated, but 
viewed as just. . 

0. With this conviction, I cannot refrain from expressing my wish that an 
enactment, applying the principle of section V. of Regulation \T1. 1819, to the 
case of contracts for indigo, could be passed. Regulation V. 1830 did originally 
contain a section somewhat to this effect ; but by Act XVI. 1835, this section was 
rescinded, for what reason I know not. Such an enactment would, I submit, 
materially strengthen the hands of a magistrate ?n his attempts to put down the 

72 , H 2 disgraceful 
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(lis^iaceful scenes which arc so coininon in some parts of Bengal, would offer 
speedy and practical justice to both parties, and would deprive planters ot the 
excuse which they often openly avow, and still often actually ieel, justices them 
in a measure in ri^hung- tliemseUes by violent means. 

10. I make tills suggestion, ofcnuise, with tlic utmost deference, and more in 
the liojK' that \ oil may find something in it on wliieh to found a suggestion of 
\{)ur own, than as a teasible or digested plan in itself. Tlio subject, however, is 
one which doe^ not (h serve' to be overlooked, and I shall he very glad to find 
that yon think it worth referring for the consideration of higher authorities. 


Fiom */. Esq., Ofiiciating Joint Magistiatc of Baraset, to the 

Commissioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 370), dated the 30th June 

1866. 

Sir, 

I HAVE tli(' Iiononr to acknowledge' the re'eeipt of your memorandum, No. GO, 
dated tlie 11th instant, with enelosiiie. 

2. I have alixady addrt'ssed you on the Mibjeet of your commniiicatioii in my 
]('tter, No. l.^)G, dated the 7lli March last, liaviiig reference to the dispute 
between Mr. llaiiipton and tin* ryots mar his factory. 

,3. I liavf- also se'iit you an ahstiaci of a charge of plunder brought against 
Mr. Hampton’s si'rvants, whom 1 have committed for trial to the Sessions 
(^iii t. Idle case has not yet been tried. 

4. Beyond tijis dispute' and its results thus rcj)e)rte(l, I have to notice no olher 
instances eifihe kind re'I’enred to by uin, wdiich de.'serve your attention or that of 
the ( le)vcriiinent. 

3. My views on llie present state of the law were also submitted in my letter, 
No. 201, dated the lOtli ultimo. I would add, bejweveT, that although I feel that 
iimeh might he done by its amendment in favour of tliej planters to check affrays 
and liolent crimes, yc'r, on the other liaiul, I am fully im|)res>ed with the convic- 
tion that the jiresent system of indigo j)lanting is m most eases forced and un- 
natural, and tliat it cjiimotaet otherwise' than oj)pres.^iveIy towards llie cultivators 
of the seal. It uiav lie, aiiel iio de^iiljt is, probable that' in tlie majority of cases 
the opcraiioii (jf llii.^ system is and will he boim* with the apathy i^haraclcristic 

^of the country, but occasions will of course occur vs hen the resistance of oppres- 
sion hy vioh'iice will giv(‘ rise' to very serious hn aches of tlie peace. 

(). It is extremely doubtful, I think, whether any new enactment could eficc- 
tually check tlie evil I complain of. The vicinity of justice would undoubtedly 
he more efi'eetual than auy^ olher remeely, and 1 cannot help thinking that the 
cheap justice at eve-ry man’s eJoor, which indigo jilantcrs are always calling for, 
would in a sliuit lime almost entirely destroy the whole present hystem of cultiva- 
tion. I most readily, however, acquit tlu' majority ol’ European planters of any 
active jiartieipatioii iiiDlie opprosioii which goes on under the authority of their 
names, but tlu'y know' that they iiiu^t.Aviiik at it to a certain extent, and by 
trusting their gomashtas, &c. far too inqilieitly, lay temptations in their way to 
carry it far beyond what they eva'ii suspect, or if they did, would tolerate. 

7. You may [u riiaps think that I am assuming a great deal, after a very short 
experience. Of oihcr districts I know iiotliiiig, and am sficaking only of my 
own ; hilt I am fully convinced diat lu re, and especially in the Ilobrah case, a 
forced system alone kevps a plant ol indigo in the country. A year or two ago 
the zemindar who, according to Mr. IlanipUm, is stirring up the ryots not to sow 
for him, had a factory of his own. He has now given it up, and 1 am informed 
that the ryots pay liini yej^rly a large sum not to*^revivc it. I doubt very much 
w'licther, when indigo is grown, the ryots even get a full quid pro quo at all on 
any pre arranged, how^ever reduced, rate. But supposing thus much, the rate is 
never viewed as advantageous to them, because far below the rate of profit attain- 
able from other crops. As long as this remains so, and Mr. Hampton, with whom 
I spoke on the subject, allowed ^the latter part of my remark to be true, it is folly 
to say that the system must not be essentially a forced one. 

8. Indigo 
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8. Indigo planters, I know, constantly lay stress on the apparent greater well- 
being oF ryots on indigo estates, as compared with those under the ordinary 
zemindars. It may l)e quite true what they say, and yet my position that planting 
is forced remain as I have stated it. ZcMiiindars, we are a!l aware, are habitually 
guilty of frightful oppression and extortion. Although I admit then that indigo 
planters are not so bad masters a.s they are, a veuy wide margin of exaction is 
still quite consisicnt with the admission. It is very little to say lhat English 
gentlemen treat their ryots not <]uit(.‘ so badly as ignorant ami half savage 
natives, proverbially unworthy of their positions. Government has surely a right 
to expect that the difference between the two shall be far iiiun^ striking and posi- 
tive : but this as long as indigo planters’ servants plunder the ryots’ houses, or 
drive off tludr cattle or illegally imprison their persons, can never be. 

9. I cannot help thinking that were Cio\eriiment to institute* a searching 
investigation on the subject, and that not rmu’cly through local otlicers, the state 
of things all over the country would be found to be mucli as 1 have stated above. 
All inve.'-tigation of this kind seems to me to he the only sure way to elicit the 
trutli. Local officers have too much work always on their hands to inquire very 
far heyoml wliat comes actually info their courts. Besides, a magistrate can 
Ijardly go, as I have already j)oiiJted out to }ou in a former letter, into the merits 
of a cas(‘. lie must confine hims(df to a maiuteiianee of the peaces Whatever 
the result ot the investigation might la*, it would at least clear up what 1 believe 
is still looked upon as a (liNj)iite(l question. By drawing ])ul)lic attention to the 
subject it would be certain to act beneficially if all, as 1 fear would he the case, 
weie not found right, and would collect sound and digestcil data on which legis- 
lation might proceed safely and well. 


From G. IL \ u'e^ Fsq., Commij^^ioiier of the Bhaugulporc; Division, to the 

Secretary to the (jloverniiieiit ot Bengal (No. 13), dated the 30th August 

1850. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 2048, of the 
7th June Ic.st, rctpiesting information reiranliiig the manner in which the indigo 
sowing season lias passed over. • 

2. The magistrate* of Bliaugulpori* reports tliat only two [letly cases were pre- 
ferred by ryots against planters, one of wliieii was struck <;ff on default of 
evidence, and in the other I he police W(*re directed to jircvcnt a lireach of the 
peace. Several cases rc lafiiig to injury by cattle trc.spa'^s were brought forward 
by planters. Tlie niiigi.strale makes no remarks. 

3. Tn Monghyr there were two complaints of forcible sowings, one corn- 

prondsed, the other likely to be so, ami two of turning off ploughs sent to culti- 
vate for indigo. All four cases were concerned with claims to hold ticca in the 
villages. The niagislrate considers that no state of the hnv could meet such 
occasiunal and trifling eases. * » 

4. In Puriieah there were only two cases,. In one two ryots quarrel about a 
field : one sows it with indigo, the other with rice ; and the other betw^een two 
jotedars was much of the same nature. 1 lie magistrate is very severe upon tho 
planters, and consider.s that a Ijtw is required to meet, first, the injustice exer- 
cised by the planter and unfair contract palmed on the U4itliinking ryot; and 
secondly, the fraud practised by the ryot to escape from his engagements, and 
benefit himself at the planter’s expense. For % first, he proposes that no 
balance above a \car’s standing should be recoverable from a ryot, and for the 
second, a small cause court. His opinion on the latter point he has already 
communicated to you in his letter nf the 22d January 1855, No. 45. 

a. In Tirhoot there were 38 complaints by maliksand tfreir ryots against indigo 
panter.s, and 25 vice versa. 1 forward the magistrate’s detailed statement. 
Inat omcer states the cases are seldom in reality between planter and ryot, 
biU between planter and malik ; that these cases arc owing to the system of 
indigo planting (not explained) in his district where there are often so many 
maliks to one estate ; that where there is but oAe malik there are few dis- 
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putes, and that the cases in his statement are not so serious as they look, 
and certainly he cannot consider them serious, for 33 cases out of the 63 
were pending even at the end of August, and out of the 30 disposed of by 
far the greater portion were dahltil serhhia, or roiuproiriised. “ There is one 
tolerably fruitful source of quarrel/' the luagistrate states, “ for which a remedy 
might be applied. After tin* expiration of a lease, the planter pointing (o the 
koonteeti or stalks of the plant left in the ground claims and IioMs ]H)ssession 
against the nialik, and the inagistrati*, under the circumstances, must keep the 
planter in possession, though the iiialik is certainly eiitith'd in jnstice to enter on 
ibc land.” In tlii^ the magistrate is (juitc wrong, as I pointed out to him. The 
Sadder ConrPs Circular Order of the 12th June 1840, No, 54, declares Section 
X. ot Act IV. of 1840 to a[)ply to a ca'^e of the kind inentioneiJ. 

6. In thrc<‘ districts then there is no case of di'fect of Jaw or administration 
slMrwn to exist. The complaints in Tirhoot eaiinor he considered numerous with 
reference to the size of the di>trict, the nnm!)ei of factories and of kui downers, 
and of the 03 disputes in the statement, some nine or tem do not a]q)ear to be 
causeil by indigo. An analysis of the 23 casts in the fir-'t colnmii niiglil show 
what were the causes gemrallv hsiding to disputes of tin* kind, if tliey have not 
all been coinproniised or struck off, but still result of such a small number of 
cases could scarcely ])c depended on, and 1 am too ignorant of the district as yet 
to be able to form an opinion. 

7. W'itli regard lo Purneah, the magistratefs opinion as to tho injustice on 
one sid(‘ and fraud on the otlier is not horiu* out hv the conijdaints in his 
court ; hut that inav arise* from the ])()W( r of the plaui(‘is rendering it nnue- 
(:es>arv I’or them, and useless for their ry(4s, to eorne into court. Until, liow- 
evei’, I can ^atis^y ni\self that such a state of things exists as Mr. Pepper 
(|(‘sciib(s, and prove to (he satisfaclioii of (joverninent that it do(‘s so, 1 need not 
remark on I\lr. Pepper’s proj)oscd remedies, oi* propose otliers myself. 


From C, T. TJaiuhon, Esq., (.'onimissioner of tiie Dacca Division, • to the 

Secictary to tlie Government of Ueiigal (No. 475i), dated the 17th July 

185(). 

Sir, 

1 HWK the honour to ac'kiUiW h <lge tlie lecaipt of your letter, No. 2048, 
dated the 7th ultimo, desiring to he iiifonm d how the hUe indigo sowing season 
has passed off, with respect to disputes regarding; land between neighliouring 
])lantcr> or zeiniudai^, and com plaints of non-lullllment of contracts on the one 
hand, and of forcible sowing of land on the other, beiuceii planters and ry(;ts. 

2. The only di'^tiicts in thi'^ dixisision In which indigo is cultivated are 
Dacca, Furreedpo/'e and Myinensing ; and I will, as desired in your second 
paragraph, proceed to state the facts of the c<i^('S wdiirh have occurred, as 
asc(*rtained from thf. re[)ort< furnislied by the infigistrates of the three districts 
abovenaincd. 

Dacca . — Seventeen cases are reported to lia' e occurred in this district, of 
which ten belong to the Manickgunga^ sM])-division, six to Moonshei'giinge, and 
one to that portion of the Dacca district which* is under the immediate juris- 
diction of th« inagistmte, • 

Th(‘ Dacca case was a clis}?ute between tln^ planter and zemindar. The latter 
complained that the planter’s people had de>troyed his ryot’s ciops, and were 
endeavouring to sow the land with indigo. The magistrate brought the case under 
Act IV. of 1840, and decreed possession of the land in dispute to the planter, 
and this decree was upheld by the judge. 1'he six cases appcriaiiiing to Moon- 
sheeounge were compUints on the part of cultivators of the forcible sowing of 
their lauds with indigo. Three were dismissed, one compromised, and the 
reniainiiig iw^o are pending. Of the ten cases which occurred in the sub- 
division of Mauickgunge, five were instituted on the part of planters, one against 
some r\ots for absconding after receipt of advances, three for resistance to the 
sowing of indigo, and*one (jomplaining of the plunder of indigo seed. The 
breach of contract case is pending, and the other four were dismissed or struck 



INDIGO CULTIVATION IN BENGAL. 


^3 

off. The other five cases are on the part of cultivators against the planter's 
people, one Tor assault tor not sowing inrfigo, one for an apprehended destruc- 
tion of cropy and three for forcible sowing of indigo. Of these cases, one is said 
to be pending and the renraiiiirig four are put down as “ disposed of/’ The 
cases a])pertaining to this siil)-divisiou have not been satisfactorily reported, 
owing perhaps to the d(‘puty magistrate not knowing English ; this much, how- 
ever, is dedueible, that the cases are all of a trivial nature. 

Furreedpore, — The joint magistrate reports, that no cases of the description 
referred to in paragraph 1 of your letter have occurred in the Furreodpore dis- 
trict, except the c«ase of alFray, with homicide, of which a circuiiistantial account 
was sul)mitted to Government in my report, No. 400, dated tlie .3d instant. 

The magistrate of Myinen'^ing reports, that duripg the hue 
sowing season, “no disputes legaiding land r(‘lati\(^ to the cultivation of indigo 
have been brought into court within his distiict, nor has there been arjy com- 
plaint of the uon-fnlfilnRiit of contract concerning cultivation on the one hand, 
nor of fijrcible sowdug of indigo on tiie otlier, from [ilantcrs or ryots.” 

BdchcrpuiHjc . — Has not been Ineluded among the indigo districts, as there are 
no lactories to my knowledge situated within it. A trifling dispnie regarding 
the cultivation of one and a (juarter beegah of land la twaMui a plaiUt.'r, whose 
factories an; in the Fiirrei dporc (hVtric, and a talookdar oecurrc'd. The tenant 
of the pi( C(‘ of land above nierred to had taken advances from the planter. The 
talookdar desired to ou'^t tl)<‘ t(‘naut and locale another man. The planter 
cs[)ous(‘(l the caust' of the ryot, vvlio was under advance's, and but for prompt 
measures having Iicmi takem, a breach of the ja'ace might have ensued. The 
village chowkicdars inforiiK'd tin' poli(!e‘ that a disturbaiiee was likely to occur, 
and the cii’cimistaiua.* wiis n'ported by the polic(‘ to the magistrate, vvho sum- 
moned the principals to enter into reeogiii^anees to kt'cp the peace, 'fliis order 
laid the efi'ect of bringing the patties to an amicable adjustment of the dis- 
j)ute. 

3. It will be seen from the foregoing abstracts f^om the magistrate's rc'ports 
lliat disputes regarding claims to land between planters and zemindars, See., re- 
ferred to in the fit'>t paragraph of your letter, are of rare oecunence; and among 
the few cases which liave cjcenrred, one only has been attended with any serious 
breaeli of tin; peac e. I allude, of coursi\ to the Furreedporo case of att<mii)t to 
SOW' lands forcibly by the peoph; of an out-factory of the JMeergunge concern. 

4. I liave not received any suggestions, pointing out defects in the law to 
which it may be said that disjiutcs regal ding indigo cultivation liave owed their 
origin, except from the joint magistrate of l^urreedpore, wdio recommends “that 
the prineijial parties whose interests are involved in disputes of this kind .should 
be made more immedialely rcs[)on.sil)le, and more amenable to punishment than 
they are at present, for the acts of their agents and servants;” liiit this defect, 
if it can be considered one, applie.s with equal force lo all disputes regarding land, 
hauls, &:c., and in comparison with vvliich those exclusively relating to the culti- 
vation ol indigo hear, in this division, a very small [iroportion. 

5. Tiic question of making proprietors of estates and indigo factories respon- 
sible for the acts of tlicir agent is no newoiie, and has, 1 believe, received most 
attentive consideration. 

0. 1 he first case referred tt> in this report w^as one which might, from the 
power and influence of the parties thereto, have tferminatM in a seVious breach 
of the peace, but wfiicli was no doubt prevented by the prompt enforcement of 
Act IV. of ]840. The other Dacca cases appear fi^om the magistrate’s report to 
have been of a petty description, and consideiing the extent to which indigo culti- 
carried on in the three districts referred to in this report, the wonder is 
that they should be so lew. Tin; ^ngin of the Furreedpore case of forcible indigo 
sowing, which resulted in an affray attended with losa> of life, cannot, in my 
opinion, be traced to any defect in the law. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO 


From C. T. Buckland, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Commissioners of the TPatna and Rajshahye Divisions (No. 2,807), dated 
the 10th September 1856. 

Sir, 

T AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to draw your attention to the 
Government Orders, No. 2,048, dated the 7th June last, and to request that the 
report therein called for may be submitted without further delay. 


From C. Buckland^ f2sq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Officiating Rci^ister of the Sudder Coim (No. 2,386), dated the 11th Sep- 
ternbir 1856. 


Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to draw the Sudder Court’s atten- 
tion to the Government letter, No. 1,704, dated the 7th June last, and to 
reouest that ihe report iherein calhd ior may bo furnished without further 
delay. 


From yl. W. Rm^sell^ Esq., Officiating Register of th(‘ Nizamut Adawlut, to 
C. T, Buchlaml, Esq., Junior Secretary to tl>e Government of Bengal (No. 809), 
dated th(.‘ 18th Sepreniber 1856. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Court to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1704, 
dated the 7th June last, and in ri‘ply to forward for the purpose of being laid 
before his Honour the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, the aceompanying abstract 
of the r( turns which have been received from the local authorities relative to the 
last indigo season. 

2. The Court observe generally that there is nothing in the reports of the 
local courts that requires s*pccial notice from them ; but on the part of Messrs. 
Colvin and Torrens 1 am to remark that, while there thus appears to be no call 
for legislation, one or two cases have recently been before the Court (more parti- 
cularly the ease referred to by the Officiating Session Judge of Rajshahye, dis- 
posed of on the atli July last), from which it M’as evident that tlie forced culti- 
vation of indigo had lead and does lead to the most serious outrages and deeds 
of violence. The judge of Tirhoot has also, tiiey nunark* referred to a case dis- 
posed of by tliis court ou the 29th May 1854, page 637, of the Nizamut Reports 
for that year, which is another illustration of the results of forcing indigo 
cultivation [,'scc also page 767 of Nizamut decisions for 1855, dated 5tli Novem- 
ber). These are not, however, they are aware, new crimes, nor is there any 
reinarkahle increase in their number. No special legislation, therefore, in their 
opinioii seems to be called for any more than in the case of affrays, which are 
now less in number than formerly, owing to the operation of Act V. of 1848. 


Abstract of the Returns to Circular Letter, No. 473, of the 13 June 1856, 
requesting information in cases respecting Indigo. 

Tirhoot. — The judge reports that, from the ‘J st December 1855 to 1st July 
1866, fifteen eases had come before him; that the main causes of dispute are 
two ; first, the planters take farms of portions of shares from some co-sharer of 
a joint estate, and tlicii cultiv,ate the other sharer’s ground ; secondly, they leave 
the stumps of old indigo in the ground to stand as proofs of their possession of 
the soil, should their possession, even after e.xpiry of their lease, be disputed, 
and any attempts to remove them are opposed. 

Jessore. — The judge Knew of but one case, in which however there Was nothing 
particular to remark, .and the case was of no consequence. 

Rajshahye. — The indigo cultivation is chiefly in the hands of one firm. No 
case has occurred lately. A year ago there were some disputes, which the 
arrest of certain partiei had ^)ad the effect of stopping. 


Nuddea. 



V'-t, 




l»al^^,jfW»rM i -''<*» »i>,,bri!adt| of thepews^'m 
‘1raM^*^«By'Wll4wwbfO:W^ i' ' ,.'; '■^- ' 


■jt^^ on thelattial system ; the chapter of the {leople, and 

absence of impartial evidence,, rather than any defect in the law, are the causes 
,tbat it is not checked. The police must be remodelled to be eifectual for the 
purpose. . 

Pur»eaii.—No cases had occurred, though 48 false charges under Regulation V. 
1830, had been preferred and all dismissed. 


Moorsheedabad, 

Hooghly. 


Nothing had happened. 


i^’Pergutinahs. J 

iSbrwn. — Nothing.^ The judge comments on the indigo system generally; 
would allow the magistrates power to turn out a planter on expiry of his 
lease. 


From W. Tayler, Esq., Commissioner of the Patna Division, to the Junior 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 826), dated the 17th September 
'• 1866. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter, No. 2048, of the 7th June last, I have the 
honour to report, for the information of the Lieutenant Governor 'of Bengal, as 
follows : 

Sarun and Chumparun. — 2. In these districts very few cases of the nature 
alluded to in your letter under acknowledgment, occurred .during the late indigo 
sowing season, and in none of them did any serious disturbance ensue. 

3. Indigo disputes rarely take place in these districts. The planters are few 
in number, and the factories so scattered that thei# interests seldom if ever clash, 
and there is not that competition which prevails in Lower Bengal. 

4. The principal causes of the few disputes which have arisen are-— 

Ist. A planter keeping possession of the land after the expiry of his lease; 
and, secondly, a planter taking merely a share in an undivided estate, and then 
trying to sow indigo in it. 

Patna, Behar, and Shahabad.— H. No disputes of the description alluded to 
occurred in these districts during the late indigo sowing season between the 
planters and the zemindars, or ryots, but a few petty cases which were taken up 
andidisposed of under the existing regulations and the discretionary powers of 
the magistrates. ' , 

6. Under these circumstances it does not appear that afly remedial measures 
are called for in this division. 

„ — • 


From F. Gouldsbury, Esq., Commissioticr of the Bajshabye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 024), dated the 16th September 
1866. , 

Sir, * • 


Davino consulted the magistrates of the division on the subject of Mr. Junior 
, Secretary Buckland’s letter, No. 2048, of the "j^th June last, 1 have tho honour 
t^iutnish the following report as to the manner in which the late indigo sowing 
seae<m has passed off in the districts of this division, > 

The deputy maaistrate observes, that the late indigo seikmo did not pass off 
tfO^ Jrapquilly as.cmud have teen wished. Ih part»of the 4ittriot there w^ 
cons^t oi^utes bet«ie«D Beighbouring planters and zemindars, eausled fov.con« 
^^ditag elsipia to l^nd., Betjweep the JSfsees o^ Joar, Janftirally, zemiiuiar of ^ 
Gqtirypdtj*; Ihtedam *i»d Meste. Watton k Cfa., " 







cawij, and^lff bftrdittg tbe principals df the" respective Iheir 

recognisances. This has to some measure served to keep this part bf the 
tranquil ■ ’ 

3. With regard to forcible sowing of indigo, he says, there were several 
pUints laid before him by the ryots, stating that the plahters made a plea of 
contract on their parts ; in many of these instances contracts were not actttally 
entered into between the planters. In one place particularly among many, there 
was a likelihood of serious breach of the peace taking place every day, but by 
his stntioning a jemadjir and burkundaz there no such occurrence has as yet 
taken place. He further states, that he had also stationed a jemadar at Bbagha 
to prevent any quarrels taking place between the khondkar of that place and 
Messrs. Watson & Co. In many villages people have formed combinations to . 
protect themselves from the oppressions of the planters. 


4. The cause of these disputes^ he believes, is to . be attributed to the very 
nature of the contract system itself. The ryots are very unwilling to cultivate 
indigo on the existing system of advances, on account of their getting only two 
rupees advance for a beegah of land, for which they have to labour heavilj^ 
From his own personal knowledge, wdiilein his Mofussil tours, during the period 
he has been in charge of the subdivision, he knows it is as a fact stated by 
them that they had to pay out of these two rupees to the gomashtas, ameens, 
and tagadgeers (who are notoriously known to be an extortionate and oppressive 
class of people, and who never scruple to benefit themselves at the expense of 
the ryots). He has heard it from their own mouths that another cause of their 
reluctance to cultivate indigo, is owing to the system of measurement of land'^by 
the gomashtas of the indigo planters ; for a beegah of lanrl, the gomashtas 
measure a beegah and half. Another cause, he continues, of the ryot's invin- 
cible unwillingness is the way in which the bundles of indigo are weighed by 
the factory people, for every two bundles for a rupee, six bundles are weighed 
by them ; this is a source of great oppression to them. Under such a system, 
he remarks, where the ryots can never be expected to be gainers, but losers by 
the cultivation of indigo, and when they can never expect to liquidate the 
money once taken in advance, how could they be willing to enter into engage- 
ments with the planters. To remedy this state of things, he suggests the pro- 
priety of defi,ning the contract system. He conceives it to be desirable that the 
contract pottah should be registered, either in the nearest moonsiflPs or magis- 
trate's court, with a view of preventing quarrels between the planters' people 
and the ryots, as no false registry of the pottahs could be made. If such a 
power were vested in the aforesaid officers, it would be conferring a great 
benefit on the country. 


6. The magistrate reports that in the thaniiahs under his own immediate 
control there has been but little complaint of oppression on the part of planters; 
and the only occasion on which there was the least chance of a serious distur- 
bance, was one which he reported to me from Burgatchee, owing to the 
presence of tlie police^ou the spot, and to his tent being within a short ride of 
the chur in dispute, the cutting of the indigo was completed without disturbance 
of any kind. 


6. He cannot look upon the manner in which the sowing season has passed , 
off in the sub-division as so unsatisfactory as the deputy magistrate would 
appear to consider it.. The ileputy magistrate states that there have been 
causes of dispute, and that it has been necessary to station police officei^s to 
pisi^rve the peace in various places. But it is shown by Jiis own letter that no 
h;i9i^ach of the peace has taken place, and therefore it becomes manifest that ^ 
poUde has, in the present instance> been effective for the purpose for which It 
has been used. ' 1 


7. Jt fe very trae,^ he observes, tliat villagers* have an objection to culjivite 
indigo, and il is idao true that it occasionally bears hard on them, as wher%,Pfey' 


have to break pp crops nearly fit to cut, in' order to sow indigo. But be 
hm^ that the ryott ew jtoede My objective to taking the advance^ 


. he has 




clie^sk ^ 






mm 




! jjg .,|j^, .biji^-db 

■pb^ty '^ttiirwl, but tt l^'niedge. tlibt he is aot eeity 
. tot (^tem to vital ^e spot hi jpereun, actsa& tt oiost salutary .-^ 

pewerlul landholders are at war witn each other. * /IJi 

9. ift 1^8 district there occurred two cases of disputes regardiog laud, aad R. Alexandsr.E 
aiglet icbroplaluts of ryots of forcibly sowing indigo oh their land. 

1(0. Of the two casts of disputes concerning land, one is betw een .Mr. Durand, .’ 

proprietor of Nischiiidpoor concern, and Mr. Battersby, manager ofthe Balia- 
kaiidy concern. From what has come before the joint magistrate, it appears 
that a similar dispute occurred last season when Mr. Roberts was manager 
of Baliakandy, and that that gentleman made a boundary line between the 
two concerns, which was agreed to by Mr. Durand, and the dispute last 
season was settled. This season a new manager has come to Baliakandy, and 
Mr. Durand complains that this gentleman, instead of confining himself to 
the boundary made by his predecessor, has encroached on the Nischmdpoor , , 

lands. This case is at present under investigation. The other case of dispute 
about land has taken place between Mr. Stevenson, of Belnabarce fectory, 
and Ranee Sumomoye, an inhabitant of Moorshedabad. The Ranee has 
lately got a decree for some chur lands in the civil court, in virtue of winch 
decree she claims certain lands that the Belnabaree concern holds pottdis of, 
and upon the factory people attempting to sow these lands, the Ranee’s people 
are said to have come forward in numbers, and driven them off. With respect 
, to these clmr lands, the joint magistrate observes that he thinks it probable that 
serious disputes will take place next year, unless the Ranee is given plainly to 
understand that she is personally responsible for the acts of her servants. At 
the present moment lliere is a strong hostile feeling on the part of the Ranee 
and her servants against the factory. 

11. Of the eight cases instituted by ryots again.?t planters for forcibly sipviBg 
their lands, three were compromised by tiie parties, one was dismissed after inves- 
tigation, and four were struck off the file in default of the usual peons’ fees 

being deposited. * , : x 

12. The officiating magistrate informs me, that in his district no cases of W. L. Robimoi 

disputes have arisen between planters and zemindars, and but very few between Officiatjni 
planters and the ryots. The latter are common cases of assault brought by Ruo'p™* ^ , 
either party on various pretences, such as ploughing up ground where indigo has . 

been already sown, destroying indigo after the plant has come up, and dis^jutes ' 

as to having received advances, one of the latter of which cases was attended by 
rather severe, though apparently unintentional, wounding. In his opinion none 
of these cases have owed their origin to any defect in the law or the administra- 
tion ; they are such as frequently arise with regard to the cultivation of any / 

other produce. , , 

13’. The joint magistrate informs me, that there have been only five cases in J. c. Dogdfoa^ 
hia district throughout the year connected with indigo, of which two were in E*q., Joint Ma 
Serajgunge subdivision. Of the three others, which were charges against the Bpgwh 

servants of an indigo planter for breaking up the rice crpp and sowing indigo, ■> , ' 

two cases were amicably settled, and in one the defenddbts were punished 1^ . '' 

fines, but the cases were all trifling. These disputes were not occasioned by any . / 

delect of the law. .fl 

) 14. The magistrate reports, that indigo is not grown in his district, andcotrse- R. H. Rsv4^ 
nutotly no cases whatever connected with its cultivation or sowin" have Magtoil 
occurred, * * Dinagepoor.|| 

,; i l^v T|*e offi^ magistrate having recently taken charge of the office a.J. Jack^^ 

.^hiit-sp^k personally on the subject of indigo planting, but he has ascertained Officiatiaip^^ 
fKtotiie records of the office that but five cases connected with that cultivation 
'have been instituted since October last; of these two were ActlV. cases, one of, MaWah. 

the other dismissfitl 'fhe other three ue*®,* • ! 
anparenfthat the' sowing wai?.(Cc«^ ^ 







trate of bn' the lulbject of contr^^ fi» 'th» W indi|^ 

be snfl'deitt to observe that it Is 0[}tiobal with thtJ tyots-to receiv® tiaVSb^il^ 
aot> 'the law afforchhg them sufficient protection against any atteih^ 
planters to force advances upon them. 1 believe the ^th to be, that the r^te 
oanbot resist the temptation when the money is offered to them, even Whbn ttey 
aw averse to cultivate indigo. : ‘ ' V' ' ' 


— No. 5. — 



From yi. C. MaeArthur, Esq,, to the Seferctary to the Government of Uengd, 

dated the 14th July 1868. 

Sir, ' ' 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of a letter, dated 3d December, 
1867, from the magistrate of Furreedpore to my address, along with copy of my 
answep, dated 23d December, as also copy of a letter dated 5th instant, 
addressed by me to the magistrate of Jessore, along with a copy of that gentle- 
man’s reply, dated 7th instant, and to request tiie favour of your laying the 
following observations before his Honour the Lieutenant Governor, as regards the 
contemplated site for the head quarters of the Gopalgunge subdivision, but 
more particularly as regards the villages of Lohogurrah or Luckipassali, for that 
purpose. 

2. In order more clearly to illustrate what I liaA’e to state, I take the liberty 
of forwarding (also herewith) a map showing the extreme northern and southern 
limits of the Gopalgunge subdivision, along the course of the rivers Elankollj', 
Mudoomutty, and Attarabanka, being in all a distancqin English miles of twenty- 
eight and, half, and as the map from which the accompanying is copied Wi.s the 
work’ of a professional surveyor, the distance may be relied upon. 


3. When it was first contemplated to create the Gopalgunge subdivision, the 
Government hoped by this measure to check the ravages of the numerous gangs 
of river dacoits and other thieves who are said to infest the hanks of these rivers. 
To carry out the intentions of tha Government as expressed in the above 
paragraph, copied ffom the letter No. 1 (hereaith) addressed to me by Mr. 
Chapman, magistrate of Furreedpore, there can be no doubt that Gopalgunge 
itself would central place for the head quarters of tlic subdivision, 

as a reference to the accompanying map will show. It has been stated however, 
as I understand, that the country about Gopalgunge is too low and liable to in- 
undation for such a purpose, and that therefore other spots less objectionable have 
been named, and amongst others Lohogurrah and Luckipassali, both within my 
indigo cultivation, and, in ray opinion, objectiortable both on public and private 
grounds, which I will now endeavour to explain. The original and prihcipl 
object in creating the subdivision being for the prevention of river iiacoItie,», 
which have been of frequent occurrence upon these rivers from Lunkai tw 
Chandpoor southwards to within a few miles of Koolnea station, on the 
Mudoomutty and AtOirabanka rivers, and in the same direction towards Burrisal, 
Ofi the river called by that name, it would naturally occur to any one that the 
site of the proposed station should be as much in the centre of the scqne of these 
outrages as possible. A single glance at the map, however, will show that 
iohogurrah or Luckipassah are nearly as far rem&ved from them as the limits ■ 
ofi the sub-division cohld adihit of, and to be still within it. Supposing, 
however, that either of the two should eventually be fixed upon, the result would; 
ba-that by far the most peaceaWe portion of the whole country occupied. lby the ' 
gubdtvisbn would thus be chosen, for such an occurrence as a ddcoity; 6r Indeed 
othey crime of . any magnitude is never heard of for miles around these pl^C^ , 
Jt will also Jbe particularly remarked, upon refergijice iq the map, that the rivei? ; 
upon ijshich Lobegumh and Luckipassah are situated, (the Nobpgunga). if 
five miles distant from the large river forming the Elankolly, 

Attarabauka (for- ^tbe . river assumes these different names pn itt 
\iCoplnea), and soma from the . nparest point to where:J)[p ^ 

aver occur; so that,; % a* ft® prevepti^ cf river 
do occur) 


TT ^ >7} ^ 


^:r. 




pil^s of’ Gopalguijg^ 

Earopofta vesldi^, aad, w^lie, consequently, river dacoities are . 

^ twi® W'ftii^tly perpefmted without the fear of dlscoyeryi for it is a well 
ihdluiau^ df the principal natives along the hue of thp ri rers, in tliat 
uofretpiented locality^ Kve, by the proceeds of their plunder from defenceless 
boata passing along. To prevent river dacoitips, which, as I said before, was the 
original intention in creating the subdivision, the head station should be as 
central as possible, so that when necessary the magistrate himself might visit 
the spot within a reasonable time after getting information of the occurrence, 
othmiwise he might as well live in Koolnea or Furreeiipore, for the delay which 
wduld arise in arriving on the spot, should his residence be atJLuckipassah.or 
Lohogurrab, would enable the dacoits to decamp with their booty and render 
pursuit unavailing. Either have the station midway on the unfrequented portion 
of the river, which will also be found to be midway, or in the centre of the sub- 
division generally, or save the expense of the station and establishment, for they 
will certainly be entirely useless unless placed, as I state, in some central position 
on the Mudoomutty. These are niy public grounds of objection, and which I 
have taken the liberty of urging from having been consulted on the subject of 
the new sub-division when first contemplated. , 

4. My private reasons for objecting to the headquarters of the sub'-divisio** 
being at either Loliogurrah or Luckipassah may not appear so conclusive at firs* 
sight as those I urge upon public grounds, but it is fortunate for me that his 
Honour the Lieutenant Governor is so intimately acquainted with the native 
character, and their pronencss to litigation when the means are at their doors, 
that I shall not have much difficulty in making myself understood. I will begin 
. by stating, that should Luckipassah be the spot fi.Yed upon, the station will be not 
more than 100 yards fi’om my factory of that name, and where I have a large 
ryotty cultivation of 2,000 biggahs ; and again, should Lohogurrab be the spot 
fixed upon, that will be about a quarter of a mile from tlie same factory, about 
a mile from my factory of Amdanga, and not much more from another factory 
called Eranda. It will be oijserved that Mr. Moloney, in his reply, stales as his Mr.Moknev^^ 
opinion that at either of the two localities the station would be “ central for the letter, Ke. 
whole of the Meergungc concern.” I do not know whether Mr. Moloney writes 
ironically, but I should imagine lie did ; if he means that the neighbourhood of 
the station to the factories would be beneficial to them, it is sufficiently well 
known to his Honour that the very reverse is the fact, for’ amongst a community 
notorious for their litigious propensities tiie greater facilities they have of going 
to court the more frequently will they resort to it, and besides their own propen- 
sities in that way, the inducements which would be held out to the otherwise 
peaceably disposed, by needy and worthless Mooktears and other hangers-on about 
a court, would be more than they could withstand ; and the consequences, I can 
plainly see, would consist in one scene of petty litigation for imaginary or fbigned 
wrongs on the part of the ryot, creating an unceasing war between him and the 
, factory, to the entire eventual ruin of the latter, not to say to the detriment of the 
ffirmei*. Where a ryot wished to evade or not to fulfil hh^engagement with' the 
planter, he had only in such a case to step in next door, file a petition oh an'eight 
annas' stamp, and, as a matter of course, get an order to prevent the planter in 
any way from molesting him, or interfering with his lands ; supposing such a case 
, happen after a sowing shq^er, what would be the position of the planter? 
nottijng short of ruin ! for one successful case lil^e this, and any one acquainted 
the native character will at once see that every 'fyot Would follow the 
Oit^pjle set to him, should his doing so benefit himSelf at the moment, either in 
ppipt of view or to serve some one hiving a rinister design in haras-’ 

• roeans wanting to prove that ah indigo 

a station rannot exist on tne same spot, add tlie reason is not difficult 
toahj^ oh^ acquainted with the Moitil^i} and with the entire absence 
plapWr for breach of Writradt' by ryot. However jhst ifie 
^ their dedbiohsi iho process is too teiiious tO .be any wfiiMy ' . 

that thdse foefoHes hfi'iw 

■" 







descript^^^^ before iM^court e(^ei4e^wl& 

not ojie a$,$U*of other than the most petty deseriptiott. : The priiimp^;l3|iip^^ 
npph the Nobognnga river are Brahmins, "who have been there from tiine^fOT^ 
mbrial, and who from their rising generation supply a great portion of the AniJib 
for the courts in Jei?sore and elsewhere, as well as almost every factory in ]the dis^ 
Irkt with Gomastahs and Mohurirs, and are an intelligent and peaice^l race, 
having no sort of occasion for the presence of a magisterial station in their noij^h- 
bOurhood. The country is besides almost entirely my own property either as 
Talookdar, Putneedar or otherwise, and unless therefore in. so far as that the river 
Nobogunga is in a pleasant and high part of the country, and a® such a suitable 
locality for a gentleman’s Mofussil residence, there is not one reason . tliat can 
imagine why it should he fixed upon as the site for the Gopalgnnge station, ft 
is entirely away from the great rivers where dacoities occur, equally away from 
the abodes of the lawless arnl turbulent ; and saving that it is, as I said before, 
a pleasant spot, it has not one solitary recommendation as the site of a 
station created for tlie object in view when the Gopalgunge subdivision was 
contemplated. 

Finally, taking all these circumstances into consideration, and looking at the 
accompanying m.ip, I trust his Honour the Lieutenant Governor will withhold 
his sanciion to the (rection of the station at any spot north of Lunka or Chand- 
nore, at which places, and down to Gopalgunge, there are very many suitable locali- 
ties, all on the river, and in the immediate neighbourhood of these scenes of river 
dacoities, crimes which liave never been known or heard of as happening farther 
north, or upon the Elankolly or Nobogunga river. In closing this letter, I may be 
permitted to take the liberty of calling his Honour’s attention to the copy of my 
letter to Mr. Chapman herewith sent, in regard to my opinion on the subject of 
the transfer of the Mooksidpore thannah to the new subdivision. 
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(No. 1.) 

From /?. B. Chapman, Esq., Joint Magistrate, Furreedpore, to A. MacArthur, Esq., 
Mjjergunge (No. 779), dated the 3d December 1857. 

Sir, 

It is in contemplatisjn to station a deputy magistrate upon the Mudoomutty and 
Nubogunga Rivers, wifli his head quarters at Gopalgunge. The Government hope by this 
measure to check the ravages of the numerous gangs of river dacoits and other thieves who 
are said to infest the banks of those rivers. 

2. I have been called upon to report, whether I consider it advisabh^ that any of ^e 
country now uuder njy jurisdiction^ should be transferred to the proposed new 
^Vision. • • . , . V, 

3.. I slntU be very much obliged to you if you will favour me with your opimem n^Vthis ; 
point. The Pharcc of Gopeenautdipore will in all probability be transferreid tO 
SjUbdi vision of MadareopOr^. If any part of this district in addition to that police division ; 

made over to the new subdivision, it must probably be tak«n frona the country iU wbi^ 
VOdr cultivation lies. You are therefore peculiarly qualified to advise the Govermn.®tti upon' 
theeuj^.; ^ ^ • v 

4. "Whll yOUialso ijiformtopte whether the banks of the Mudooih^^ in 
are infested by supposed, or not? I shall be, nmch/Obli^i ii yiSjO 

&vo1ir mo with an eari^ 1'^'* letter. ' v 





4 Es|i, m^erffungCj to JL Joint MaglstMte^ ^ 

>>j FnlteSflpbre, oatrf the 23d l>ecemW 184?, , 


lu toply to your letter^ No. 779, dated the 3d instant, I have the honour to state^ — 

1. ^at l am of opinion, the stationing of a deputy magistrate at Gopalgunge wo\ild oe of 
mtii^ heneflt to the inbabitauts of the surrounding country, for at present they, are com- 
jpelled to go to Furre^pore or to Koolnea (as the case may be), when they have any court 
pusihess, the difficulties attendant upon travelling at certain seasons of the year being so 
great as to deter many from undertaking the journey at all, and in regard to river dacoities 
the proposed station at Gopalgunge would be the means of effectually preventing their 
occUrreOca, that locality being at present unprotected, arising in great measure from its 
distance from the stations of Koolnea and Magoorah, being about half way between 
both. 


2. As no portion of my indigo cultivation or lands fall within the bounds of Thnunah 
Gopeenauthpore, 1 am not sufficiently acquainted with that locality to pass an opinion upon 
the advisability of transferring it to the proposed new station, but I will take the liberty of 
remarking, that as my country extends no further south than the bounds of Thannali 
Mooksudpore, I would not by any means advise the transfer of any portion of the country 
under the latter thannah to the new station, Furreedpore itself being more contiguous and 
easier of access, besides being possessed of the advantage, so highly prized bv European and 
native, of having a covenanted officer for its magistrate. For the sake of this advantage, a 
native would travel much further in quest of justice than if the court were presided over by 
a native ; and the European, to my certoin knowledge, would almost prefer foregoing the 
chances of redress, than be obllgea to seek it from a native magistrate, from whom impar- 
tiality is generally supposed to be the exceptional case. I would therefore strongly advise 
the Government to retain, attached to the Furreedpore Station itself, all the thann^s north 
of Gopeenauthpore, and as to that thannah itseif, my limited knowledge of its locality 
would induce me to recommend its transfer to Gopalgunge or Madareepore, for its distance 
to Furreedpore is so great, and access to that station so difficult, as to render it doubtful 
whether a native would not rather sacrifice his rights than travel so far, and particularly 
after the rains set in, when the roads arc almost impassable for any kind of conveyance, 
and 


3. River dacoities are by no means of so frequent occurrence upon the Mudoomutty 
Eiver as they were soiue^years since ; in fact, I have Qot heard of a single case of an 
aggravated charjicter for a year past, and the erection of the new station of Gopalgunge 
would, as I said before, completely put a stop to them. 


(No. 3v) 


From MacArthur, 
Sir, 


Esq., Meergunge, to E, C, Moloney, Esq«, Magistrate of Jessore, 
dated 5 July 1858. 


May I beg the favour of your informing me whether !t is in contemplation to substitute 
Loho^rrah or Luckipassah for Gopalgunge, as the site of the new subdivision ? I have no 
official information to that effect, but having the strongest objections to its erection on the 
locality spoken of, I trust you will enable me to state them in the proper quarter before the 
measure is nnally decided upon. 


(No. 4.) 

From E. C, Moloney, Esq., Magistrate of Jessore,*to A, MacArfhttr, Esq», MeerguP^ 

■ . (No. 361), dated 7 July 1858. . 

Sir, 

reply to your letter of date the 5th instant, I have the honour to infortu you that th^ 
mm quarters of the Gopalgunge subdivision have not yet been finely decided upon. The* 
you mentiou will be considered as well as the o^her eligible sites in the neighbour- 
I should have thought that Lqho^rrah was venr centneal for thq whole of tl» 
^ the Mianhahs of Lohogurrah and Belgatchee. ' 



(No. 2824,) 

Goinntiissiolier of Nuddea for ropprt, with the request 
ther skeicJiV^liis 

Qovernor ' 

^Buckknd^ . J j; ' ' 



Fr(ni) .4. Gffofe, Esq., CommisBioner of the No^dea piVisiofi/'tq/il^^ 

^r^ary to the Governtnent of Bengal (No. 2280t.)j datqd 16 D.eceittb<®f|i^. 

' ' ^ ' S***' ' 

1 BEo MOW to return the enclosures of your letter, No. 2824, da^d 27th ju% 
last, with the following remarks on Mr. MacArthur’s objections to the selection 
of Lohogurrah or Luckipassah, as the head quarters ot the Gopalgunge sub* 
division. 

2. Mr. MacArthur’s objections arc both on public and private grouttd|( 
Those of the first class would represent both the above places as too far north of 
the dangerous part of the Moodoomutty. 

3. Mr. Baiubridge, while recommending the abandonment of the plan of 
establishing his head quarters at either of these places on account of their lav 
level, remarks as follows on the necessity of selecting a site which shall not be 
south of Chandpore. This place is a few miles only south-east of Luckipassah. 

*' Previous to my removal from Gopulgunge, the reports of theft and burglary 
in and about Luckipassah and Lohogurrah, and on the Nobogunge upwards to 
Nuldee, were numerous ; my presence has been a sensible check, but they arC' 
still frequent.” 

“ The number of budmashes fills no small space in the notoriety of both 
places.” 

'* As to dacoity I remark that Ramlo Churn Buxee, resident of Battrhpara, 
and Mohima Chunder Raha, resident of Falaghatta, Thannah Maroodpore, two 
‘principal natives on the line of the river,’ have been notorious encouragers'of 
dacoits and receivers of stolen property. The former place is about seven and the 
latter about two miles north of Chandpore, Suspicion still attaches to both, 
especially tlie latter, and I find Paterghatta still named as the dreaded reach of the 
Mudoomutty. It is not so long since a large gang of dacoits was exhailed from 
j, Itna, a village adjoining Cliandpore. I believe a heavy dacoity has occurred 

Sunkerport, vitliin the year near *Nuldee. I observe that by far the major part of work of 
die hoite of all desciiption comes from noithof that place; that the northern part of the 

t^wnwiwraiii subdivision is most populous, the residence of all the planters and most of the 

^ *' largo landholders, and that the concealment of crime is alarming, all which, con- 

sidered with the comparative facility of transit up and down stream^ induce me . 
to think the station sliouhl not be further south of Chandpore than is absolutely 
necessary. I believe it would so best support all the objects contemplated.” 

3. The private reasons for«objecting to the establishment of the subdivisional 

head quarters within the country of the Meergunge concern seem to contaia 
some grave admissions against the present system of growing indigo. Why 
should not a factory and a station be capable of existing on the same spot ? { 

am quite of the opinion of the magistrate aud his assistant that the subdivision' 
lately e stablished in Eastern Jessore was very much required. 

4. As regards the ,be8t site for this subdivision, I recommend that for th®' 
present none be fixed on. Its jugsdiction must be first finally settled; as yet it 
consists only of one thannah and two pharees, one of the latter being in Blur- 
reedpore, tlie authorities of which district do not, I understandi wish to con- 
tribute atiy further to it. As I have already said in previous letters, I am 8trong[ly 
in favour of confining all subdivisional jurisdictiohs to one district, ahd 1 have 
proposed to add Sulkeah thaiinnh to Gopalgunge. For the present itis thlelte- 
ibre advisable to keep its head quarters afloat, for a boat ntustylwaya be.prqyiflie^ 

the officer in charge^ the whole counti-y being under inundation ^ 

rtiny season. ' 


Frpm C, l\BHchland, Esq., Junior Secretary to' the Gtevemment, of to/ 

, 4. A/oc4fM!r, Esq., Meergunge, (No. '471 ), daipd !Fprt Willj^, JaAuaiy 
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of Gopalgunge, having been duly submitted to tlie Lieutenant Governor 
was forwarded by his Honour’s direction to the Commissioner of the division for 
inquiry and report. I am now directed to inform yon, that the Commissioner, 
after duly considering the subject, recommends that the head quarters of the sub- 
division should not at present be fixed permanently in any locality, or until 
further experience shows which site is most eligible, and in this opinion ilie 
Lieutenant Governor concurs. 

The map which accompanied your letter is herewith returned. 


From A, Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary of 
the Government of Bengal (No. 119 Ct.), dated 12 June 1859. 

Sir, 

In July last I received from Government, with a call for report on its contents, 
'a petition presented hy Mr. MacArthur, of the Meergunge concern. Tliis gen- 
tleman represented that the Gopalgunge sub-division of Jessore was one that 
might he well dispensed with, and protested at all events against its head 
quarters being located at Lnekhipassah, or anywhere within the country sown by 
his concern. I request the favour of his Honour the Lieutenant Governor refer- 
ring to my report on this petition, dated 16th December last, No. 226 Ct. 

2. As a supplement to that report, I now beg to lay before Government, for 
perusal, copies of the English decisions of the Otiiciating Magistrate and Sessions 
Judge in the cases noted in the margin. They will show that Mr. MacArthur 
has been convicted in two cases of the illegal detention of certain ryots in a brick 
godown at Meergunge Factory, and fined 300 rupees in each case. The Sessions 
Judge in appeal reduced this fine to 250 rupees in each case, not with any inten- 
tion of mitigating the magistrate’s sentence, but in order to bring the total amount 
of fine within tiie limit of 500 rupees imposed by Act 53 Geo. 3. 

I consider Mr. Bainbridge to have acted with a promptitude and firmness in 
releasing the confined ryots which entitle him to great credit, and I think also 
that we have now ample proof that this sub-divisioii was much wanted. 


Queen and Bholie Sheikh versus Mr. Alexander Mac Arthur • 

Illegal detention or duress under Act 53 Geo. 3, c. 1^5, s. 105. 

^ It is clearly proved on evidence, which is good, considering the power of tbe accused and 
his position, that Bhollc Sheikh was seized and taken to various factories and there detained 
together with others. It is further indisputable that certain persons were released by Mr. 
Bainbridge, one of those persons having answered to the call “ Bholai,” raised by person on 
the outside of a brick godown, within which he and the others released were shut up. This 
Bholie was also identified by various Witnesses; and Nadya Chand Nishe deposes to have 
been confined with him. His name, and that of the others, was recorded by the Nazir of 
Gopalgunge, and that official described the persons whose names were written down, and 
descriptions tally with the persons of the plaintiffs in this and the concurrent cose. From 
these and other casual circumstances, I am convinced that Bhollc,’ pre sent in this court, is 
one of the men released by Mr. Bainbridge from Meergunge godown. The fact of a deten- 
tion for about two months is nroved by the statement on oath of l^holie Sheikh and the plain- 
tiffs in the case of Fuquir Moneeroodee and Mudoomutty, whos^case is filed in support of 
the evidence in this, also by the petition letter, or defawaree, read in the presence of defen- 
dant’s son and various amlah in Mr. Bainbridge’s tent. It is further shown by the reply that 
he was not there of his own free will, and that he did not enter surreptitiously and allow him- 
self to be locked up. It is lastly improbable, and according to the deposition of Mr. Smith, 
a person in charge of factories of defendant, it is impossible that defendant could have been 
^orant of a lengthy detention of any person within tlie walls df the godown of the factory 
inhabited by him ; and there is good ground for supposing that such treatment is often applied 
to ryots, who desert or default in indigo matters, i consequently fine Mr. Alexander Mac- 
Arthur, defendant, 300 rupees, to be levied according as prescribed in the Act 53 Geo. 3, in 
the default of payment within five days. 

7 May 1859. C. B, Skinner, Officiating Magistrate. 

w i • 

_ After the above order was passed, defendant’s mookhteaifput forward an objwtion that 
two witn^s for the defence had not been heard. Mr. MacArthur did not raise this objec- 
tion, nor do I think it could affect my orders, which are based upon the inapplicability of 
defendant s reply. Nor has a subpoena been served. 

> C. B* Skinner, Officiating Ma^trate. 

'.7a- ■■■ K ' ' ’ '■ qpia 


Queen and Bholie 
Skeikhv. Mr. Alex- 
ander MacArthur. 
Queen and Fuquir 
Mahomed V. Mr. 
Alexander 
M&oArthur and 
others. 

Queen and Dbonac 
Shaik V. Jakair 
Biswas. 
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PAPERS RELATINQ TO 


Qtieen and Fuguir Mahomed, ^c,, versus Alexander Mac Arthur and others* 

CAur^e^Illegal imprisonment. . ‘ ' 

In this case we must consider, firstly, the detention at Luckhipassah. This is denied by 
Mr. Smith, in charge who, however, refused to give a deposition until he should have time 
to consider and consult. The evidence on which I consider it proved is the statement of 
plaintiffs, backed by that of certain casual visitants to the factory in the ordinary course of 
business, &c. ; the only evidence in repudiation is that certain persons, who state they did 
not sec the plaintiffs, althougli themselves were occasionally at the factory. We next find 
them at Noacola. It is not at all impossible that they should have been forced to give in 
petitions as stated by them ; the petitions filed do not in any way disprove the charge. It 
18 next proved, and on unimpeachable authority, that they were released from Meergunge 
factory. Now, no case is made out that they were simply confined for a legal period for 
arrears of rent, which might easily be done is true. Some time ago punishment was awarded 
against certain persons for duress in Meergunge factory from simple enmity ; 1 am inclined 
to look on this as a detention from similar causes for the reasons stated by the plaintiffs; it 
struck me very particularly in the cross-examination of witnesses, that the questions put by 
plaintiffs were those of persons pleading facts, with which they believed the parties under 
examination to be acquainted ; and of Nadya Chand's evidence, it is sufficient to remark that 
the best part of it was extracted by cross-examination. The evidence to minor parts is 
necessarily scanty, but I think there is sufficient, when backed by the release and the facts 
above recorded, to establish a good case, as in Bholie^s case. I consider Mr. McArthur 
guilty of being a party to the illegal eonfinoment, and fine him 300 rupees, under Act 63 
Geo. 3,, to be realised as by tliat Act j)rovidcd. Neluinber Ghosc, Gomashta of Luckhi- 
passah factory, tries to prove that defendants were not there, but I consider his defence 
worthless, and sentence him to one month’s imprisonment, and 40 rupees fine in lieu of 
labour to be paid in 48 hours, and 100 rupees in addition, or other six weeks imprisonment; 
llurmotoolah to a fine of 50 rupees, or one month’s imprisonment; also Pauchoo Chow- 
keedar, of Meergunge, wliosc defence cannot stand, aud Sclamutoolah of Luckhipassah to 
the same. 

(signed) C. B. Skinner, 

10 May 1859. Officiating Magistrate, 


Neluinber Ghose was Gomashta of Luckipassah Factory, wdiere plaintiffs are proved to 
have been confined by the evideueft of several persons. Defendant tries to prove that they 
were not so confined. Before the orders on Mr. Mac Arthur were referred in appeal to the 
Sessions Judge, and before defendant Neluinber bad ap])cared in person ; bnt after hearing 
all the evidence for the prosecution and defence, I recorded a sentence of imprisonment, 
which, however, has nevpr been prononneed. The Appellate Court has put a veto, an order 
of imprisonment against the native defendants in this case; I therefore sentence Nelumber 
Ghose to a fine of 100 rupees, or six weeks’ imprisonment, and 40 rupees in lieu of labour, 
to be i)aid in 48 hours, liurmotoolali, J’auchoo, aud Sclamutoolah, who are proved to have 
been Chowkeedars on duty at the factories of Meergunge and Luckipassah, respectively, 
during the iioriod of the plaintiff’s confinement, and who do not deny tliat they held the 
office*throiighout, though tlicy do deny that plaintiffs were Imprisoned, are sentenced each 
to 50 rupees fine, or one month’s imprisonment, and 20 rupees in lieu of labour. 

(signed) C. B, Skinner, 

2 June 1859. Officiating Magistrate. 


Queen and Bhonie Sheik versus Jaliair Biswas, 

t 

t 

Charge , — Illegal confinement. 

In tlie first place, I eonsidcr it proved by Bholic and witnesses, and confirmed by Mr. 
John MacArtliur, that Bholic was at Noacola Factory, and by the former that he was taken 
away to Meergunge. A similar statement made by Monerodee andFuqu ir Mahomed give 
force to it, and a subsequent release as well as the previous capture are satisfactorily proved. 
It is shown that Jakair Biswas ordered violence. This proof in this case, backed by the 
evidence to similar conduct in the other, arc sufficient evidence to establish guilt on the part 
of defer4dant. I consequently sentence him to 15 days imprisonment, wiSi 20 rupees in 
lieu of labour, to be paid in 48 hours, and to pay a fine of 100 rupees, or to undergo im- 
prisonment for six weeks more, 

(signed) C. B, Skinner, 

10 May 1859. . Officiating Magistrate. 


Appeals Nos. 61, 66, and 66* 

This is an appeal from Mr. Alexander Mac Arthur, of Meergunge Facto^, against two 
fines of 300 rupees each, imposed on him by the Officiating Magistrate m two cases of 
llegal imprisonment. The plaintiff *0110110 Sheikh^ aud Fuquir Mahomed and lifoher^ee. 



INDIGt> CULTIVATION m BENGAL. 


75 


eo-plaintiffi^ were »U three releeaed from a locked ffodown of the Meerguugo Factory, by 
the Joint Magistrate of' Gojmlgiinge, Mr. A. J. Bainbridge, who wjis informed of their 
detention there by a small boy, as He was riding up to poy a visit to the faetc^ry. The 
evident of Mr- Bainbridge shows clearly and indisputably that the disclosure made to him 
was unexpected, though he had before heard of men being confined ; that on going up and 
calling out Bholie, he was answered at once ; that when the servants of the factory would 
not bnng the key of the godown, he sent to Mr. McArthur, who had it brought at once, and 
the men were released then and there ; that he did not observe any irons on them ; that it 
WHS then stated, for the factory, that the men were defaulters for rents, and that he had them 
at once sent off to his tents by his own people where he took their depositions the next day. 
He admits that he could not swear to the men being the same, but as it was rather daik 
when he released them, this matters little, the more so as the parties released already 
recognise Mr. Bainbridge, and are identified by otliers, Abed Sheikh, Lukhshmen Syce, 
and Ramdhon, the Nazir. 

The releas^ parties declare that they had been detained for about two months, variously 
at Luckipassah, Noacola, Churnarandy, and finally at Meergunge Factories. The reasons 
given arc cither tliat thpy are servants of Bisscur Chuklanovis, who is at feud with Mr. 
Mac Arthur, or that they have taken indigo advances, or owe rent, or that there was a fear 
lest they should give evidence in some cases regarding an estate purchased by Ram Rutton 
Rai. 

It is clear, however, from the evidence of these men that during all the above periods thej|r 
were not continuously confined. They admit being allowed to go heme at times, and Fiujuir 
Mahomed allows that he was made to mve a petition in person in the Joint Magistrate's 
Camp on the 10th of March, when had his imprisonment been rigorous or even real, he 
would surely have complained thereof. This was only one week before the release at 
Meergunge. 

Other witnesses, however, corroborate the detention of the parties to a certain extent at 
the out'-liictories, before they were taken to Meergunge. The evidence of Somcroodeen, 
Nydia Chand, Mofezodin, Bakon Khan, Tamizuddiii, a secoml Nydia Chand, and Shiromoini, 
is tolerably clear as to +J>eir apprehension in the first instance and their subsequent detention 
against their will at Noacola and Lucklpassah. 

It is admitted, however, that the evidence of others on this point is their mere heai‘say, 
or that it would seern to imply (see depositions of Shibclinndcr Bukshe) that the men wtjre 
at the factories of tlieir own free will to settle about rents, ke. The real gist of the charge 
ao-ainst Mr, MacArthnr is his complicity in the detention at Meergunge. There is nothing 
to connect him with tlie original apprehension and detention at the out-factories ; at least 
there can be no such presumption of criminal knowledgifas would sustain a conviction, and 
we have seen that there arc doubts as to the reality of any violent or continuous detention 
previously. 

With regard to the real point in the case, then, Mr. MacArthur shows that he went to 
Furreedpore on the 14th of March and returned only on the^ IGth, just before Mr. 
Bainbridge released the parties ; and it is argued for him that his ready ottering of the key 
of the godown, and his release of the parties then and there, does not look like criminality. 
It is also said that the men were there as rent defaulters, and that, after all, it is not clear 
that the parties whose evidence has been taken were really the parties released. 

On this I must observe, that rent defaulters can only be summoned to settle matters, and 
on no pretence can they be shut up in a dark godown under lock and key. As to the insin- 
uation tlmt the men were charged in the way, it is clear that Mr. Bainbridge took every 
pains to convey them to his tent in safety. They recognise him as the official who released 
them, and they were the parties likely to remember their deliverer, and Abed, Lukshraen, 
and Ramdhon Bukshe identify them as the real parties. Nor is it easy to see what object 
any one would have in substituting others for the real men : these men had been in a godown 
and could tell a plausible story ; new men would have had to be tutored into a knowledge 
of places and times. • 

Again, Mr. MacArthur could hardly have refused to open thc^odown at the request of 
the Joint Magistrate, and whether he knew of the detention or not, it would have been the 
worst policy to refuse to unlock the door. Any charge, however outrageous, might after- 
wards, as Mr. MacArthur must have well knowm, have been easily got up against him with 
some show of probability. • 

Nor does it seem to me to affect the case that Mr. B jinbridge^ at the time, was out of the 
jurisdiction of Gopalgunge, and in that of Magoorah. Both are in ifcssore, to which Mr. 
Bainbridge stands appointed. He acted a.s a police officer, and his evidence taken regularly 
in the case is open to the same scrutiny as that of any •other witness. 

It was for the appellant to show under what circumstances, efi* by what show of right, the 
parties were found in the predicament accurately described by Mr. Bainbridge. This 
onus fairly lays on Mr. MacArthur, and as he has brought no good evidence to explain 
the circumstances or to give the detention a different colouring, I think, considering the 
unrebutted evidence of the parties, (who say that they had been at least for some days 
there,) the jdaeo of the confinement, (it being the godown of the head factory of a large 
concern,) and the whole probabilities and inferences, that the appellant cannot complain if 
the courts, on this, argue his complicity, and hold that the illegal detention must have 
tsjktn place under Us sahotibn either expressed or impfied. 

An objeetioii tlici Magistrate made Mr. John MacArthur a witness when he might 
have mculpated as a (Ufendant through certaih testimony which was held valid 
7^. E 2 against 
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against other persons, but apparently disregarded in his case, does not appear to me of very 
great importance. 

The magistrate acted to the best of his judgment, and there may be several little circum« 
stances as to identity, mode of speech, &c., to influence a judge who bases his judgment on 
the witness before him, and on the viva voce testimony which cannot be attainable to the 
same extent, by an appellate judge, who is confined solely to the dead record. 

I observe, however, that the magistrate has fined Mr. MacArthur 600 rupees. Looking 
to the Act of George 3, which fixes 500 rupees as the limit, and to the well known con- 
struction of our courts with rej^ard to cumulation punishments, which cannot be awarded for 
offences occurring at the same date beyond the strict letter of the law, or beyond the full 
amount of the officer’d powers, 1 lower the fine in each case to 250 rupees, which will bring 
it within the law. 

With regard to the appeal of Jakalr Biswas, he is a gomastah of the cut-factory of 
Noacola, and there is nothing whatever to connect him with the actual imprisonment at 
Meergiiiigc. All that is iu evidence against him is, that he ordered Bholie to be appre- 
hended and beaten, though not severely. I must treat this case as one of common assault, 
and in this view 1 reduce the sentence to 50 rupees, or 15 days’ Imprisonment. 

liooking to the difference of the laws for Englishmen and natives, and to the particular 
circumstances of this case, I cannot altogether reconcile myself to a decision by which the 
owner of the factory, an Englishman should leave tlic court with a fine, though a heavy 
fine ; while the servant, a natise and an old man to boot, should leave the court not under 
a fine, but fur the jail, under a peremptory order of imprisonment. 

The sentences are amended accordingly, the orders of the magistrate being substantially 
affirmed. A copy of this decision to be sent to the officiating magistrate for his inspectioru 

(signed) W, S. Seton-Karr, 

Jessore, Sessions Judge. 

26, May 1856. 


Fkom a. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, (No. 4,144), dated Fort William, 30 June 

1850. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowlec^ge the receipt of your letter, No. lloCt., dated 
the 12th instant, submitting copies of the decisions of tlie Officiating Magistrate 
and Sessions Judge of Jessove, in three cases of illegal imprisonment in which 
Mr. ^MacArthur, of tlic Mcergungc Indigo Factory was concerned 

2. These cases afford, I am to observe, a very pregnant comment on the 
petition which was submitted by that gentleman to Government iu July 1868, 
against the establishment of a sub-divisional officer near his factories. 

3. His Honor cannot but consider such cases of long continued illegal con- 
finement as those of which Mr. MacArthur was found guilty as a great oppro- 
brium. Where the otiender is a British subject, no doubt the criminal law is 
very unjust towaids the injured native. But the civil law is not open to the 
same imputation. It should be made known to the sufferers, and generally to 
the pour people subject to such oppression, that apart from all action of the 
criminal courts, any person placed in confinement by a private person, on 
whatever pretence, has a civil action against the oppressor, whoever he may be. 

4. The part taken by Mr. Bainbridge, the Joint Magistrate, in releasing the 

ryots confined by Mr. MacArthur, was very praiseworthy ; and I am to request 
that you will convey to him the e.xpression of the Lieutenant Governor’s 
approbation of his conduct. • 


, — No. 6. — 


From T. B. Lane, Esq., to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated 

Rajshabye, 14 May 1869, 

Sir, • 

I HAVE the honour to sulftnit, for the consideration of his Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor, the draft of a Bill for ensuring the execution of engagements for the , 
cultivation and delivery of indigo plant. 


2. In doing so, I am influenced by a strong desire to secure, not o^y the pro- 
teetton of the class of indigo planters from fraud, but also the cessation of those 
affrays and quarrels which often arise from breach of engagements, caused by coL^ 
^ lusiph' 
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lusioQ between the ryot and the zemindar; and, I trust, that I may not be 
deemed intrusive or over zealous. 

3. I think it right to make a few preliminary observations : — 

The riot in breaking his engagement, wlietlier by a fraudulent transfer of the 
plant to another than tlie person making the advances, or by an utter failure to 
sow his land with the indigo seed, is as a rule in collusion with his zemindar, 
although no doubt influenced also by his cupidity ; and just as certainly, he, as a 
rule, contracts the engagement with the consent of his zemindar. I would make 
the consent of the zemindar, through his agent, an indispensable condition to the 
engagement. 

The proposed law, to be in any way beneficial, must have a summary and 
immediate effect. Any delay in the magistrate’s court, followed by a further 
suspense pending the decision on appeal by the judge, would render the law 
practically useless. A summary procedure, without appeal, being therefore essen- 
tial to its success, it is necessary that the circumstances attendant on the making 
of the engagement should be such, as to preclude all after excuses on the part of 
the contracting party. The signature of the zemindar’s agent would be the 
proof that the ryot had willingly contracted the engagement. 

It is not to be denied, that reputable and respectable as is tlie class of indigo 
planters for the most part, still amongst them there are some unscrupulous per- 
sons. A measure preveniing fraud on their part, must therefore be included. 
I consider that the lull list of the season’s engagements retjuired by Section II., 
which would be open to general inspection in the magistrate’s court, would afford 
a sure means of detecting any such attempt at fraud, long before any suit could 
be preferred based on a false contract ; as well as it would enable the magistrate 
to detect any lyot who might liave received advances from more than one person. 
I may al^o observe, that any planter who once defrauded ryots contracting with 
him, would eflectually discourage them and all others from again entering into 
engagements with him. 

The dale specified in Section II., is the ordinary period at which advances are 
made, but a magistrate may, at his discretion, and on consideration of special 
circumstances in any district, determine another date as the last on which attesta- 
tion can be ellected. 

The possession to be given under Section V"., would be given under the same 
procedure as that in use in cases under Act IV. of 1840. 


Bill for the ensuring the Execution of Engagements for the Cultivation and Delivery of 

Indigo Plant. 

Every written engagement for the cultivation and delivery of indigo plant, shall be 
countersigned by the person making the advance, and by the zemindar's gomashta of the 
mouzah in which the land to be cultivated is situate. 

II. Evciy such engagement shall be presented to the magistrate of tho district before the 
1st day of September in each year, or before such date as may be determined by the magis- 
trate ; and the magistrate shall fix to each document his signature, and the date thereof. On 
the let day of September, or on such date as may be determincd %0 above, every person 
making advances and receiving such engagements lor the season then commencing, shall 
furnish the magistrate with a full list ot all such engagements received by him in the 
form A. 

Ill* If any person who may have^ade such advances, shall have just reason to believe 
that an individual, under engagement to him, is in any way evading, or intending to evade, 
the execution of the said engagement, it shall be competent to such person to present a peti- 
tion of complaint to the magistrate, filing with the same the deed of engagement, attested as 
provided in the first and second Section of this Act • 

IV. On the presentation of such petition and deed, a summons shall be immediately issued 
requmng the individual complained against to attend, and answer to the complaint per- 
Bon^y, or by agent, before the magistrate within a reasonable specified period, but which 
shall m no case exceed 14 days. • 

^pdividual thus summoned shall attend personally or by agent within the 
speemed period, and shall offer to fulfil his engagement, he shall be pennittea to do so. If he 
shall refuse to execute engagement, or after offering to fulfil it, shall fail to do so, or if 
"I •PP®!? the time specified, themagistrate shall summarily order possession 

of me land desc^^bed m the engagement to be delivered to*&e person making the advanoea 
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and shall xzuuntain him therein until the expiij' of the season for \rhich the said engagement 
haa been made ; and any such order of a magistrate shall be final. 

VI, In every case in which the magistrate shall order possession to be given to the 
person making the advances, he shall require from the said person an agreement that on 
g^hering the entire crop grown on the land so possessed he will pay to the individual who 
originally made the engagement the balance, if any, which he contracted to pay for the 
produce, after deducting therefrom the expenses which he shall have incurred in bringing 
the croj) to maturity, as also any rent which he may have paid for the land so possess^ 
by him. 

VII. Any person wlio shall aid or abet any contracting ryot in the evasion of his 
e^agement shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred rupees for each such 
oflence, or in default of payment eliall be imprisoned for one montli; such order being 
subject to the usual law of appeal. 


Form A. 

List of Engagements for ihc Cultivation and Delivery of Indigo plant, for the Season 
commencing 


1 

Name of Mouzali. Name of Ryot. 

Quantity and Boundaries of Land. 





from //. Ji, l oujig, Rsn., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 7'. JB. JLane, 
Esq., Rajshahye, (No^3538)' dated Fort William, tlie 3d June 1859. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 14th \iltirno, 
submitting for the, corijiideratioii of the Lieutenant Governor the draft of a bill 
for ensuring the due performance of contracts entered into by ryots for the 
cultivation of indigo. 

2. The proposed law, in his Honour’s opinion, is open to the following objec- 
tions. 

3. The breaches of contract for which it is intended to provide a remedy are 
already open to the natural remedy of an action for damages. If this remedy 
is found sufficient for all other breaches of contract, and especially for those 
where the contract is for the production of any other crop besides indigo, the 
Lieutenant Governor does not understand why it should not be sufficient for such 
breaches where indigo is the article contracted for. It is well known to be a 
common practice foV native and other capitalists to make advances for the culti- 
vation of sugar, cotton, grain, and other crops ; and no extraordinary interference 
of magisterial authority is asked tor in such cases. Why should it be necessary 
where indigo is the article in question ? 

4. If, as is presumable, the remson be that indigo is not paid for at a price 
which makes it as profitable to the ryot as other crops, that circumstance by no 
means justifies a special law ^applicable to indigo in favour of the party making 
the advance and against the ryot. 

5. In proposing a special law regarding indigo or any other crop, it is 
incumbent on the promoter of the hw to ascertain and show, as his first step, 
what the speciality is whicli, in his opinion, warrants special legislation in that 
particular qase. This you have omitted to do. 

6. The proposed law proceeds apparently on the assumption that the 
zemindar’s permission is necessary^ before a ryot can cultivate his land in any 

E rticular manner ; but this^ is not the case : generally speaking the 2 emii>i|ar 
no right to interfere wfth the ryot’s cultivation, ana his consent does not 
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mke any contract the ryot may enter into more or less binding than it other- 
wise would be. 

7* Your draft Act again makes no provision for cases in which a contract be- 
tween a ryot, or a person claiming to be a ryot, cannot be executed without 
interfering with the rights of a third party; as wliere A contracts with a party 
to cultivate indigo on B's land, or on land which B claims to be his ; such 
cases^ it is obvious, are not suitable for the decision of a criminal or police 
court* 

8. His Honor, however, considers the provision suggested in your draft, for 
securing the reality of contracts for the cultivation of indigo and the freedom of 
action of the weaker party on such occasions, namely, by requiring them, in order 
to their being of legal validity, to be entered into in presence of a public officer, 
a very good one, and one that miglit with ad\antage be extended to contracts 
made under advances for the culiivation of any crop whatsoever. Tlie attention 
of the Legislative Member of Bengal ^\iIl be drawn to this suggestion. 


(No. 3539.) 

Copy of tlie above letter, and of the one to which it is a reply, together with 
the Draft Bill, forwarded for the information of the Legislative Member of Council 
for Bengal. 


From T, B. Lane, Es(|., Rajsliahye, to the Secretary to the Government of 

Bengal, dated 23 June 1859. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter to niy address. No. 3538, of the 3d instant, I 
have the honour respectfully to submit some further observations on my draft 
Act concerning indigo contracts. 

2. I would with all deference observe, that theref is a great difference in the 
position of persons making advances for the cultivation uf indigo and those who 
make advances for tho production of other crops. The former class consists of 
persons who, expending large sums of money in advance for the cultivation of 
land, reside in the immediate vicinity of that land, carry oh the subsequent 
manufactures, in which other large sums are expended on the spot, and possess 
considerable influence with the population, in conserjuence of this connexion 
with them Iroin which so iuaiiy earn their inainteiiance. This influence, exer- 
cised independent of ihe zemindar, is most distasteful to him, and although he 
maybe sometimes propiliated by large presents to himself and his amlah, his 
feelings of dislike to the position held by the indigo planter are often so strong 
that he uses all his efforts to prevent the actual cultivation of the plant. At 
the best, cultivation is impeded by a heavy tax, and in some cases stopped 
altogether. 

2. I do not assert that the zemindar has the slightest wht to regulate the 
cultivation of his ryots’ land ; but regarding the immense flower possessed by 
him over them, by which he can compel them in any case to act at his will, I 
wish it to be made essential to the free character of the contract between planter 
and cultivator, that there shoul^ be a formal recognition of its existence on the 
zemindar s part. The contract would not be more binding, but the magistrate 
would feel assured that it had been really or willingly made.* 

4 . Under the present law, in cases of breach of contract the planter, who, 
honourably averse to resort to physical force, applies to the Civil Court for re- 
dress, cannot there obtain a sufficient compensation for his loss. The damages 
awarded cannot be recovered from ryots, who have little or no property, who 
have taken the advance bccauses fhey wanted money to pay their rent. And as 
these breaches do not occur singly, but all the ryots of the zemindaree act in 
concert, an indigo planter as at present situated may at any time find himself 
injured in a very serious degree. 

6. Assuming, therefore, that indigo planters are engaged in sustaining a 
commerce in one of the most valuable products of«Iiidia^ mat in doing so they 

K 4 expend 
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expend a large amount of capital, and affect materially both the weal of the sur- 
rounding population and the revenues of the country, I would urge that it is 
both politic and just that they should be specially protected from the opposition 
80 constantly shown to them by the neighbouring zemindars, who, by exercising 
their great power, can effectually bar the progress of their cultivation. 

6. I have heard that many ryots believe that indigo is not so profitable to 
them as other crops are. What I wish to secure is, not the forcing the ryot to 
make engaiiemcnfs which he does not like, but merely that when he has, with 
the cognizance of his zemindar's agent, willingly agreed to certain terms, he 
should be compelled afterwards to fulfil them. 

7. Let me add, that it seems very probable that if a summary remedy as pro- 
posed by me can be provided, broaches of contract will but seldom occur through 
fear of the immediate result, and the whole question will settle into its proper 
position, viz., that if a zemindar wishes to prevent his ryots from cultivating for 
a factory, he will be obliged to do so by preventing them at first from taking 
advances, instead of allowing them to take the money and afterwards deny the 
contract. 

8. With reference to the 7th paragraph of your letter, I would suggest that, 
if in the opinion of his Honor the presence of the zemindar's agent cannot be 
considered a sufficient guarantee that the land contracted for belongs to the ryot 
contracting, an addition should be made to the 4th Section of the draft as 
follows : 

“Provided, that if within one month from the date specified in Section II., 
any individual shall before the magistrate claim land described in the list of 
engagements for the season to be his holding, not that of tlie ryot in whose name 
it is entered, the magistrate upon receiving any petition from the person making 
advances for the cultivation of the said land, shall refrain from proceeding under 
this Act, referring the parties to the Civil Court." 


From A, R. Youngs Esq/, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to T, B. 
Lane, Esq., Rajshahye (No. 4220), dated Fort William, the 5th July, 1859. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 23d ultimo, 
submitting further observations on your Draft Act concerning indigo contracts, 
which has been duly laid before the Lieutenant Governor. 


— No. 7. — 

From E, Prestwick, FiSq., to the Honourable F, J, Holliday, Lieutenant Governor 
of, Bengal (No. 320), dated the 2d February 1859. 

Sir, 

With reference to the interview* I had the honour to have with you on 
Thursday last, I beg to hand you a statement of the facts I mentioned on that 
occasion. 

1. I am the proprietor of the Hobra Indigo concern in zillah Baraset, and 
largely interested in the several concerns belonging to the Bengal Indigo Com- 
pany, as also indigo^concerns in zillahs Arrah, I'irhoot, and Jessore. 

2. Mr. Eden, the present Magistrate of Zillah Baraset, has expressed his 
determination in the most liostile manner (through the medium*of the “Field” 
newspaper, of which it is notorious he is the mofussil editor, as also generally to 
every person with whom he comes in contact,) to entirely do away with indigo 
cultivation within the district of Baraset, stating that in the course of two years 
no indigo shall be sowr^iii that district. 

3. In consequence of Mr. Eden's expressed and well-known hostility to the 
cultivation of indigo, the ryots of Chowrassee and Ookrah pergunnahs in the 
Hobra concern have entered into a combination not to come in and settle their 
accounts for the past season, or to enter into any arrangement to clear off the 
money they are indebted to* me. 

4 ;: In 
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4. In order to insure the good working of the Hobra concern, I took an 
czarah of Chowrassee pergimnali, in which I pay an annual yearly loss of six 
thousand rupees. Every possible indulgence has been shown towards the ryots. 
I have never attempted to increase the collections in any way, and have borne 
with this, loss that the ryots should have every encouragement to act fairly by 
the concern. They now being assured that the magibtrate will support them in 
evading their indigo engagements, refuse to sow indigo as heretofore. 

5. On representations made to me last season by Mr, Eden, that Mr. Hampton 
permitted the servants of Hobra to act unfairly towards the ryots, I removed 
Mr. Hampton from charge of the concern, and also discharged tlie old servants, 
Mr. Eden assuring me I had only to do so to make the ryots exceedingly 
well disposed towards the concern, and promising me every encouragement and 
assistance. 

6. I now discover that I have been completely misled, and that Mr. Eden^^ 
determination to uproot indigo cultivation is the real cause of my present 
difficulties, and where a magistrate of a district does not hesitate to express 
publicly Ills hostility to indigo, it is quite impossible for me to expect a<sij-tance 
or justice from him, and my position has been made doubly difficult bv my 
having a new manager, assistant, and servants. 

7. I have invested a large amount of capital in tlie Jlolira concern. 1 liave 
this year provided indigo seed at a very great cost, and when investing my 
capital in district Baraset, I did so in full confidence that T sliould receive every 
fair assistance and encouragement, and not be ruined by an officer of govern- 
ment who is determined to carry out his expressed tlieory as to what is best for 
the good of the country, viz., the entire cessation of indigo cultivation to be 
superseded by cotton. 

8. Mr. Eden makes a pretence that his private feelings do n(»t affect his official 
acts, and do not influence his amlah, the police, and the ryots of the district. 
Auy person at all acquainted with the influence a magistrate (!xereises in the 
Mofussil, must know that he has only to raise his ffiiger to put up tlie ryots to 
rebel against the factory, and ryots generally arc only too glad of any excuse to 
avoid paying their just debts. 

n. In the many indigo concerns in which I am inten’stod no difficulty like the 
present exists. It is only in Baraset, and with a magistrate so biassed and pre- 
judiced ; and if Mr. Eden’s ])rcsent policy is to be pursued by him and adopted 
by other magistrates, it must certainly result in my ruin as Well as that of all 
men who have brought capital to the country for investment in indigo. 


From E, Prestwick, Esq., to the Honourable F. J. Halliday, Lieutenant Governor 
of Bengal, dated Calcutta, 15 April 1869. 

Sir, , 

You will doubtless recollect the interviews which I had ’the honour to have 
with you, on the 27th January and 3d February last, in respect of certain com- 
plaints which I made against the Honourable Mr. Eden, the magistrate of 
Baraset, as affecting my interests in the Baraset concerns, of which I am the 
proprietor. 

• • 

2. At the latter of these interviews Mr. Eden was present, and 1 agreed, in order 
to avoid the rifecessity of proceeding further in th^ matter, to a proposition that 
was then made to the eflfect that Mr. Eden should, on hi^ return to his charge, 
persuade the ryots to come in to the factory in order that they might comiiare and 
settle their accounts for the past season. 

3. bo far, however, from Mr. Eden’s carrying out this arrangement upon his 

open court, stated that I had petitioned Government for his removal, 
and that I had been unsuccessful in my application, thereby letting the ryots 
know, what they otherwise would not have known, that we were opposed to 
each other, and intimating to them that they might proceed to the factory if they 
pleased which they were probably aware of before. . 

L 


Subsequently. 
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SubscKjueiitly, on the 20th February, Mr. Eden issued a roobookaree jnucb in 
the same spirit, and the result has been, as a matter of course, that up to this hour 
not a ryot has come in to settle his accounts. 

Finding that Mr. Eden was not acting with even a show of fairness, but that 
bis hostility to the factory had been increased by my proceedings, I laid the master 
before Mr. A. Grote, the Cemmissioner of the district. After some delay, Mr. 
Grotc replied that no case was made out for his interference or for representation 
to Government, upon the ground, as stated in the followin'^ extract of his letter 
to me dated the 6rh instant, that “ the explanation of the roobookaree of the effect 
of which you complain is given in the following extracts from Mr. Eden’s letter, 
(paras. 17-20), which sliow that the latter warned you of what might he expected 
from iiis interfering in the manner proposed by you.'’ I appeal to you, Sir, 
whether Mr. Eden’s explanation is a fair explanation of wlmt actually took place, 
and whether he has interfered in the manner [)roposed by me, whether he has not 
by the wording of the roohookaree taken every possible advantage of his position 
still furtlier to complicate the business. 

Mr. Grote appears to be under the impression, from Mr. Eden’s explanation, 
that the roobuokaiee was issued in its present form with your approval and 
sancticjij, and therefore, ccmiing from high authority, it is not a matter for his 
interference. 

The actual and ruinous result is that I have been able as yet to sow only about 
2,600 beegalis, or less than one-foiirtli of the cultivation of any previous year, and 
should this combination amongst the ryots continue to receive the encouragement 
of the magistrate, the factory will be closed. 

The only resource left to me thcrelore is again to appeal to you, that you 
will be so good as to call for the whole case, anti to give me the redress I 
seek, by removing Mr, Eden from his present charge, and by giving it to some one 
whose opinions on the subject of indigo planting are not so openly and avowedly 
hostile. 

1 beg to annex copies of my corre‘^pondence with Mr. Grote, consisting of my 
letters to him, dated 16th and 21st March, and of his letters to me, dated the 17th 
March and Gth April. t 

The ccriified copy of Mr. Eden’s roobookaree referred to in the preceding is 
with Mr. Grote. 


From JS. Prcstwich, Esq., to yl. Grotc, Esq., Commissioner of Nuddea, 
dated Calcutta, 16 Marcli 1850. 

I BEG to be allowed to bring to your notice the following facts, and to 
solicit your interfen nee, with respect thereto in such manner as you may think 
proper for the protection of my interests us an indigo planter within the district 
• of liaraset. 

1. I became tlie purchaser of the Baraset indigo concern, one-half in the year 
1853, and the rcrnaiiiing half subsequently for one lac of rupees (1,00,000). 
When purchased, *Th(M’e was a cultivation of upwards of 16,000 beegahs of land 
for the purposes of the factory, and an anual average outturn of upwards of 700 
maunds of indigo. I subsequently, for the purpose of insuring the interests of 
the concern, took an izarah of Chowrassce per^unnah at a loss on the annual 
collections of 6,000 rupees. I have shown every indulgence to the ryots of 
that pergunnah, in Vernittiiig to them the fees and other exactions which they 
had been in the habit of paying to the zemindar ; and I have |iever attempted 
in any way to increase the oollections or make up ihe deficit therein. Further, 
when during last season it was represented to me by the joint magistrate of 
Baraset, the Honourable A. Eilen, that some of the native factory servants had 
in his opinion been guilty of some oppressiop towards certain of the ryots, I 
dismissed from my omployment not only those native servants who were so 
charged, but also I removed my European manager, Mr. Hampton, against whom 
no cliarge of [)articipating in such acts had been made or sliown, but whom Mr. 
Eden believed to be somewhat to blame, and I boldly and confidently assert that 
I have, in all respects, so far as lay in my power, both from motives of humanity, 
and from a sense of the comfort and well-being of the ryots being moat 

to 
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to the jmxiperity of the factory, endeavoured to improve their condition and eain 
their confidence. ® 

2. Notwithstimding such my efforts, this formerly prosperous concern is now 
approaching entire ruin. The cultivation last year declined to about 11,000 
beegabs; this year not lialf the latter quantity of land has been settled for. 
Although the season is already so far advanced, the outstanding balances at the 
end of last year amount to Rs. 1,14,474. 2. 10., and tbe ryots where the com- 
bination exists have, notwithstanding every attempt which has been made by my 
manager and me hitherto, in altnosi every case, refused to come in and settle their 
accounts, and those ryots who have taken advances, now say that they will not 
sow unless the other ryots sow likewise. The result of this is, that I am threat- 
ened with the total loss of the large capital, exceeding two lacs of rupees, which 
I have already invested in the concern. The cause of these losses and difficulties- 
is to be souglit for in the conduct and language of Mr. Eden since he came to 
Baraset as joint magistrate. That officer, who has formed very strong opinions- 
on the subject of indigo planting, and the necessity of introducing what appears 
to him certain reforms in the system, and the greater advantages offered by other 
cultivation to the ryot, iias taken every opportunity of giving expression to those 
opinions both officially and in private correspondence and conversation, and also 
in the columns of the “ Field ” newspaper, with which he is notoriously connected 
as a Mofussil contributor, has indulged in attacks on the indigo planting body 
generally. Tlie natural and inevitable consequence of such open expression of 
opinion on his part has been that the ryots tiiroughout the Baraset district liave 
formed the opinion that in declining to come in and settle their accounts, or enter 
into fresh contracts, as th<‘y did in former years, they arc acting in a manner 
calculated to please the magistrate of the district, and that they can rely on liis 
countenance and support in any contest they may have w’ith the factory. 

The immediate effect, on such a population as that of Baraset, of such impres- 
sions will be at once apparent to any one. 

3. The justice or injustice of Mr. Eden’s opinions on tliis subject I do not think 
it is here necessary for me to discu.ss. Tlie <luty *f a magistrate is, I submit, 
entirely beside the expression of any particular opinions which he may, as an 
individual, entertain with regard to such public and general questions as are 
involved ill the displacement of the cultivation of indigo by that of tobacco or 
other products. His duty is undoiibfeilly to protect the ryot from oppression, 
and to preserve the peace, but it is as undoubtedly also his duty to act with the 
greatest impartiality and discretion in the expression of opinions on matters not 
falling within his jurisdiction, which may he w’ell or ill founded, hut which 
coming from a person in his position, arc calculated to leinl to the falsest impres- 
sions among the ignorant and ill-disposed, and to operate most pn judiciously on 
the interests of a large body of men, whose difficulties an; already considerable, 
and whose experience is so much greater than his. I will here only observe, as 
an instance of the amount of knowledge which Mr. Eden bripgs to bear on thfe 
important subject, that one ol the principal grievances which he has repeatedly 
put forward on behalf of the ryot is, that he loses by the cultivation of indigo to 
the exclusion of that of tobacco, wliich Mr. Eden particularly advocates in 
Baraset; whereas every person having any knowledge of the rotation of crops in 
this country is aware that tobacco and indigo are grown at different seasons on 

the same ground, and do not interfere the one with the other. 

• 

4. Finding at the commencement of this year that the prospects of the concern 
were so disastrous, and having ascertained that the cause of the ryots not coming 
in was, as stated by themselves, that they considered the magistrate to be opposed 
to the cultivation of indigo, I obtained two intervietrs witlj his Honour the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, on the 27th of January and the 3d of February of this year, 
relative to this matter, at the latter of which Mr. Eden was present. It was at 
the latter of these arranged, with the approval of Mr. Eden iiimself, that my 
manager, Mr. Warner, should write a letter to his H<9nour, requesting him to 
instruct Mr. Eden to use his influence wiih the ryots of Chowrasseeand Ookrah 
pergunnahs, to induce them to come in and settle their accounis for the past 
year, Mr. Warner at the same time undertaking to use no coercion whatever to 
force the ryote to take fresh advances. That letter was accordingly written by 
Mr. Warner in those terms on the 4tli February ; aud on the same day Mr. Eden, 
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without waiting for further instructions, and without, so far as I can understand, 
any necessity or proper motive for so doing, intimated in open court the failure 
of the application which liad been made for his removal, informed them in effect 
that the Lieutenant Governor’s order was, that there was no law compelling the 
ryot to sow indigo, but that they might sow what they pleased ; that the ryots 
were to go to the factory and settle their accounts, but that an ainlah of the 
magistrate would accompany them to protect them against the planter ; that if 
the planter owed the ryot anything it must be paid immediately, but if he had 
any claim against the ryot, it must be sued for, and that the ryots who had 
already entered into contracts ought to perform them, but that no one must be 
forced to enter into them. 

The effect of this merely colourable performance of the promise he had given 
before the Lieutenant Governor has been to make matters worse than they were 
before. A number of ryots who had previously promised to come into the factory 
and settle their accounts, on hearing of this order, declined to do so, and the 
reason in all cases assigned is the expressed hostility of the magistrate towards 
the indigo planters. 

On the 20th of February, Mr. Eden issued an order in open court to the same 
effect, in gi eat part as the former of the 4th, but with the addition that any ryot 
who should go to the factory should he exempted from arrest while there upon 
any decree which the factory might previously have obtained against them. By 
this Mr. Eden apparently intended to insinuate that the coercion of legal process 
tnight be employed in breach of the undertaking which I had given through Mr. 
Warner, and so further to display his hostile feeling. The result has been that 
not one ryot has since come into the factory, either to settle accounts or enter into 
agreements. 

As a further illustration of the working on the minds of the ryots of the know- 
ledge of Mr. Eden’s .sentiments, I may mention that in January last Mr. Eden 
applied to Mr. Warner officially, requesting that one of his deputy magistrates 
might be allowed to occupy the factory house at Parcool, one of my sub-factories. 
This Mr. Warner declined, ns there has been no disaffection displayed by the 
ryots of that factory up to ikat time, but offered the factory liouse at Simlah, 
another sub-factory, for his occupation. Notwithstanding such refusal, Mr. 
Eden sent the deputy magistrate to Parcool, and the consequence has been that 
the deputy magistrate informed the ryots of Mr. Eden’s views on the subject of 
indigo, and the ryots who had before entered into engagements and were quietlv 
jjerforming them have .since shown every unwillingness to carry them out. 

In conclusion, sir, I beg to say that I am clearly aware that there is no law by 
which the magistrate is bound to assist or can assist the planter in obtaining con- 
tracts or their performance from his ryots. All I claim is non-interference by 
the magistrate, so long as no breach of the peace or oppression calls for his inter- 
vention, with the free course of agriculture and contract. 

Mr. Eden’s conduct as magistrate of Baraset is fraught with ruin to me, and I 
therefore pray that on consideration of this case, you wTll be pleased to make such 
representations to Government as may lead to the removal of Mr. Eden from 
Baraset, or to such other measures as shall effectually protect ray interests. 


From the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division to E. Prestwkh, Esq. (No. 44), 

dated Alliporc, 17 March '1859. 

Sir, 


I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated yesterday. 

2. You attribute the pnfiivotirable prospects this year of the Hobrah concern 
to the conduct and language of the joint magistrate of Baraset, who you say 
holds certain strong opinions, and takes every opportunity of expressing them 
officially, on the subject of indigo planting ; as a consequence of this, the Baraset 
ryots ure, you think, und^ an impression that in declining to come in and settle 
their accounts and take fresh advances they are doing what will please the joint 
magistrate. ^ 


3. If these charges against Mr. Eden are susceptible of proof, undoubtedly you 
have good reason for dissatisfaction; for, however strong that gentleman’s opinions' 
may be on the existing system of indigo cultivation, he is not justified in jrivbg 
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auch o6Scial expreision to them as should have the effect you describe. Lmust 
request you to state whether you are prepared to show that Mr. Eden has thus 
abused his official position, or whether you merely infer that he has done so 
because his opinions on the subject liave not been disguised in his private 

correspondence and conversation, and in the columns of the ‘Field.’” 

4, Notwithstanding these alleged prejudices of the joint magistrate, you 
appear, however, to have applied to Government for permission to his interfering 
to settle differences between you and your ryots, and having obtained it, you now 
complain that by his mode of interference Mr. Eden has made matters worse than 
they were before. “All I claim,” you now say, “is non-inteiferorice by the 
magistrate so long as no breacli of the peace calls for his intervention.’* This 
course, I agree with you, is binding on a magistrate, and any deviation from it 
must be attended with embarrassment. In this case the deviation seems to have 
been of your own seeking, and to have received the sanction of high authority, 
and the results, which have been so different from what you had expected, seem 
to me to be beyond remedy. I will, however, send your letter for Mr. Eden’s 
remarks, and will on the receipt of these determine whether there arc grounds 
for making the reference which you desire to Government. 


From E. Prestwick^ Esq. to A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of Niiddea, dated 

Calcutta, 21 March 1859. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 17th instaitt, 
and in reply beg to state-^ 

You somewhat misunderstand the cause and object of my application to the 
Lieutenant Governor; it was not so much an application for the good offices of 
Mr. Eden in inducing the ryots to come in and settle their accounts, as a charge 
similar to that I have made to you of my difficulties having been occasioned by 
Mr. Eden publishing privately and officially his sj:ntimcnts on the subject of 
indigo planting. There was coupled with such charge the request that measures 
should be taken for correcting the mischief in such manner as should seem most 
advisable to the Lieutenant Governor under the circumstances, and it was in con- 
sequence of what passed at the interview to which I had referred that Mr. Eden 
undertook to use his influence to disabuse the minds of the ryots and induce them 
to come forward and settle their accounts. I merely asked that the magistrate 
should not interfere to my prejudice in future, and should as far as lay in his 
power remedy the evil he had done before. This he undertook to do, but did 
not do: the promise he gave lie carried out neither in letter nor spiiit; his pro- 
ceedings were such as clearly to intimate to the ryots that lie had gained a 
triumph over me before the Lieutenant Governor, and they could be encouraged 
in their opposition to my interests. 

You have asked me for evidence of rny charges. My charge in my letter to 
you was that previously to my interviews with the Tiieutenant Governor, Mr. 
Eden had expressed his sentiments and shown his bias in a.manner calculated to 
injure me, and that after these interviews he had in breach* of his undertaking 
made matters even worse than before. 

As to the first the evidence is supplied by the well known fact, which, I think, 
Mr. Eden will hardly deny, anfl which is notorious to all in Baraset and the 
adjoining districts, that he does entertain opinions most unfavourable to indigo 
planting— that he has given the freest expression td them ih private conversation, 
correspondence, and in the press. You will easily understand how difficult it is 
to fix on particular acts or expressions while ihe general tenor of the conduct 
and language of an official leave no doubt iu the minds of those by whom be is 
surrounded and looked up to, as to the opinions he entertains. And you also 
well know how much greater weight is often attached to, and how much more 
important results often attend on, such expressions of opinion than were perhaps 
contemplated by the person who uttered them. 

That the effect of Mr. Eden’s conduct has been such as I complain of, the 
present ruinous state of my interests in the Baraset concern sufficiently attest. 

As to the evidence of Mr. Eden's conduct subsequent to these interviews, 1 am 
not in the same difficulty— I can confidently appeal to the language of his 
roobokarree (an authenticated copy of which I had the honour to forward’ to you), 
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and I ask if anything could be calculated more to lead to the convictidd in the 
minds of the ryots that all my efforta had totally failed, that the magistrate had 
^on over the Lieutenant Grovenior, and that they would be supports by theitt 
both in their course of dishonest opposition. 

As I have before stated, (he consequence has been, that even those who had 
before promised to come in, put this patent construction on these orders, and the 
concern has been virtually closed, Mr. Eden being more determined than ever in 
carrying out hivS theory regardless of all consequences — and on this ground I 
pray for his removal. 


From the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to E, Prestwick, Esq., at 
Calcutta, (No. 66Ct.), dated Allipore, 6 April 1859. 

Sir, 

Having now fully considered your letters dated respectively the 16th and 2lst 
ultimo, together with the remarks made on the former by the joint magistrate of 
Baraset, 1 have come to the conclusion that under the circumstances no case is 
made out for my inlcifen nee, or for representation to Government. 

2. The explanation of the roohokaree, of the effect of uhich you complain, is 
given in the following extracts from Mr. Eden’s letter (para«. 17 to 20), which 
show that die latter warned you of wdiat might be expected from his interfering 
in the manner proposed by you : — 

Extract Paras. 17 to 20 from Mr, letter, No. 275, dated 24 March 1859, to the 

• Address of the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division. 

17. Mr. Prestwlch and Mr. Warner came and called upon me and asked me to compel 
the attendance of the ryots at the factory. I declined to compel their attendance, but on 
their asking me to depute my shcristadar to try and settle the dilfercnce, I at once com- 
plied. He went to the spot, and reported that Mr. Warner was endeavouring to introduce 
a new Ibrm of contract, and tliat the ryots would not sign it, and that as neither party 
would give way he could do nothing. 

c 

“18. A short time after this I waited, by instruction, on the Lieutenant Governor, andf 
was amazed to find that Mr. IVestwich and another gentleman, who lias nothing to do with 
the matter, had petitioned the Governor for my removal. I returned to my camp to find 
out what cases there had been connected with the concern in my court, and found that 
there had been none tit all during the past year, with the exception of the case in which 
the Naibs wore imprisoned in June or July during Mr. Hampton’s time. The next day I 
saw the Lieutenant Governor in the presence of Messrs. Prcstvvich and Goodenough. 
After making a nunibor of groundless and general charges which they could not substan- 
tiate, they agreed that all they wanted was my interference to induce the ryots to come in 
and settle their accounts. The Lieutenant Governor requested me to use this influence, on 
receiving an assurance that no advant.jge should bo taken of llicir attending to settle their 
accounts to compel them to enter into fresh contracts, the ryots being told what their righto 
were, and an ainlah bt lng deputed to see that no coercive measures were made use ofT I 
protested slightly, becnu?e knowing fliat the effect of this order would be to let the ryoto 
see that it was n?)t the wish of Government that they should be forced to cultivate 
indigo (as they now believe it to be), and feeling convinced that they consequently would 
not sow any longer under compulsion. I felt sure that the owners of the factory would throw 
the blame upon me. IJivS Honour, however, said that this was a question for the considera- 
tion of the owners of the factory, not for me, and if they agreed to it 1 had no right to object 

“19. I returned home, and finding that as usual on such occasions, a report had been 
spread, that I had been removed at the request of the Owners of the factory, I explained at 
once what had occurred, so as to counteract the evil eff'edts that would have arisen from the 
belief that I had been retnoved for protecting the ryots. I subsequently sent for the ryoto,. 
and requested them to go into the factory and settle their accounts, and told them in the 
presence of Mr. Prestwick’s mooktear, that they had better pay their balances. The account 
given of what took place on the 4th, 1 distinctly deny ; it is a report that he has received 
from a native, and he ougllt better to have known the value of such reports. 

“ 20. At the request of Mr. Prestwich’s mooktear, I put all that passed in writing, giving 
him a copy to forward to his master : some of the ryots*aecllned to attend the factory, on the 
grounds that former managevs had instituted false suits in other districts, and had obtained 

parte decrees that had Jain over for many years, and that Mr. Warner would execute 
these on them when they attended the factory. As the Lieutenant Governor evidently 
wished the ryot^Io settle their accounts, I got over the objection by ruling, that as they were 
going in accordance with my wishes, they should be exempt from arrest by decree of tha 
civil court, in the same way as if going and coming to my court, a ruling which I consider 
perfectly justified by the circumstance.” 


MmuTB 
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Minute by the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, dated 

21 April 1869. 

Mr. Prestwich, owner of an indigo concern in zillah Barasct, accompanied 
by Mr. Goodenough, waited on me to represent tliat hesutfered greatly Iruni the 
undeserved hostility of Mr. Eden (the district magistrate) to the whole system of 
indigo planting. That Mr. Eden paraded these opinions in many ways, and took 
care to have them known, so that he was no longer believed to be impartial 
between planters and their ryots. More(^ver, he had in certain cases acted 
unjustly towards Mr. Prcstwich, and for these re asons, ought not to be continued 
in an office which brought him into constant contact with planters, and marred 
his reputation for impartiality, while it threatened Mr. Prestwich with ruin. 
Mr. Prestwich also made these and otiier statements in s^riting to the samcefi’ect. 
His letter is appended. 

I saw Mr. E'ien on tlie subject, and it appeared to me from his stahmients, that 
the pr(‘sent condition of affairs in Baraset between Mr. Prestwich and some of 
his ryots was such as to threaten tln^ public peace, and was likely to spread to 
other places. But that it was probable that a verbal explanation miglit remove 
most of the causes of difference, and lead to a satisfactory result. Accordingly, 
Mr. Eden readily consented to meet Mr. Prestwich and Mr. Goodenough. and 
discuss the subject before me. 

At the meeting, it was plainly shown that Mr. Eden’s conduct had been 
strictly legal, tliough it certainly apeared to me that Mr. Eden betrayed some 
prejudice against the system of indigo planting. It was eertain, however, that 
Mr. Prestwich had looked to Mr. Eden for such assistance as Mr. Eilen could 
not justly or legally afford, and that he was by no means fully informed as to 
his own legal rights as a planter, or as to the true limits of the magistrate’s 
jurisdiction. Indeed irnteh of Mr. PrcstwiclPs irritation proceeded evidently 
from a misunderstanding in these points, and was moderated when the subject 
was more fully explained to him. 

Ultimately, Mr, Prestwich receded from much of what he had at first desired 
to demand ; and Ik' made a proposition which I thought Mr. Eden, for the 
sake of peace and good understanding in liis district, miglit fairly accede to. 
Mr. Prestwdcli was theiefoie requested to put it into writing, and Mr. Eden 
undertook to assent to it if expressed as he anticipated. 

Mr. Prestwich’s agent afterwards wrote the following letter: — 

To the Honourable F- J. JIalliday, Lieutenant (lovernor ol’ Bengal. 

Sir, 

^^Mr. Preatwieb, the ow ner of the Jlobra concern, having informed me of the conversa- 
.tlon which lie had the lionour to hold with you on Thursday last, regarding the difficuUieH 
at present existing in that concern, I beg to state that some of those difficulties may, F iiope, 
be reduced if you will be good enough to instruct Mr. hkleii, the magistrate of the Baraset 
district, to use his intlueiice with the ryots of the Cliowrasscc and Ookrah pergunnahs to 
induce them to come into the factory to compare the balances ol’ their accounts for the 
operations of the past season. Should the ryots come into the factory for this purpose, T 
engage that I wilt use no coercive measures to force tliem 10 take fresh advances for the 
eneumg year. • 

“ I have &c. 

“ llobra, the 4th Feb. 1859.” “7. G. Warner,'" 

As this exactly accorded with the verbal proposition above alluded to, and was 
perfectly fair and reasonable, while it was stated that an assent to it would cause 
most of the differences between Mr. Prestwich and his ryots^o cease, I caused my 
private secretary to write as follows to Mr. Eden — 

dear Mr. Eden, * ^ 

‘‘ In forwarding you the accompanying copy of a letter from Mr. Warner, 1 am desired by 
the Lieutenant Governor to say tnat, although you are under no legal obligation to interfere 
in this way, yet his Honour tliinks that you may unobjectionably do what is asked for the 
general benefit of the parties concerned. 

If the ryots should seek your advice, I am to observe that you should take care that they 
are under no misunderstanding as to tjuir lawful rights, and you should adopt full precau- 
tions to ensure them from any force or coercion as to new advances, or on any other account 
(Whatever. 

'' I am, &c. 

" AUipore, the 11th February 1869. ^ “ H, Raband* 
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The above is an accurate statement of what passed. 

Mr. Prestwich now complains that Mr. Eden has not fairly acted up to his^ 
implied agreement, and has submitted another complaint to that effect, together 
with his correspondence with Mr. Grote, the Commissioner of the 24-pergunnah8. 

But the roobokarree alluded to by Mr. Prestwich is not transmitted, and it is 
essential to a right understanding of the case. 

I request, therefore, that the Commissioner may be called upon to forward a 
copy and translation of the roobokarree in question, with any further remarks 
he or Mr. Eden may desire to submit on the subject. 

The substance of the statement in this Minute should be communicated to the 
Commissioner, together with copies of the letters adverted to. 


From A, R, Young^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Offi- 
ciating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 2644), dated Fort William, 
23 April 1869. 


Sir, 

In forwarding to yon a copy of a letter from Mr. Prestwich, the owner of an 
indigo concern in ziilah Baraset, dated the 15th instant, in which he brings a 
complaint against Mr. Eden, the joint magistrate of that district, I am directed 
to inform you that some little time ago Mr. Prestwich, accompanied by Mr. 
Goodenough, waited on the Li<yitenant Governor to represent that he suffered 
greatly from tlie undeserved hostility of Mr. Eden to the wliole system of indigo 
planting ; that Mr. Eden paraded these opinions in many ways, and took occasion 
to have thorn know'ii so that he was no longer believed to be impartial between 
planters and their ryots; and tha!, moreover, in certain cases he had acted un- 
justly towards Mr. Prestwich, and that for these reasons lie ought not to be 
continued in the office which brought liim into constant contact with planters, 
and marred his reputation for impartiality, while it threatened Mr. Prestwich 
with ruin. These and otlntr statements to the same effect were also made by 
Mr. Prestwich in writing, in a letter dated the 2d February last, of which a copy 
is appended. The Lieutenant Governor saw Mr. Eden on the subject, and learnt 
from him tliat there were differences between Mr. Prestwich and some of his 
ryots, which threatened the public peace, but that it w^as probable that a verbal 
explanation might remove most of the causes of difference, and place matters on 
a satisfactor}' footing. Mr. Eden readily consented to meet Mr. Prestwich and 
Mr. Goodenough, and discuss the subject in my pre>eiice. 

Accoidiiigly a niceting was arranged, and at this meeting it was plainly shown 
that Mr. Eden's conduct liad been strictly legal, though it appeared to his Honour 
that he betrayed some prejudice against the system of indigo planting. It was 
certain however, that Mr. Prestwich had looked to Mr. Eden for such assistance 
as Mr. Eden could not justly or legally afford, and that he was by no means fully 
informed as to his own legal rights as a planter, or as to the true limits of the 
magistrates' jurisdiction. Indec^d it was evident that much of Mr. Prestwich's 
irritation proceede(]*rroin a misunderstanding on these points, and was moderated 
when the subject was more fully explained to him. 

Ultimately Mr. Prestwich receded from much of what he had at first desired to 
demand, and he made a proposition which tiie Lieutenant Governor thought Mr. 
Eden, for the sake of peace and good understanding in his district, might fairly 
accede to. Mr. Prc^^tuicli was therefore requested to put his proposition into 
writing, and Mr. Eden undertook to assent to it if expressed as he anticipated. 

Mr. Prcstwich’s agents afterwards addressed liis Honour requesting that Mr. 
Eden might be “ instrducted fo use his influence with the ryots of the Chowrassee 
and Ookrali pergunnahs to induce them to come into the factory to compare the 
balances of their accounts for the operations of the past season/' he himself en- 
gaging on his part to “ use no coercive meaehres to force them to take fresh 
advances for the ensuing year," if they should do so. 

As this exactly accorded with the verbal proposition above alluded to, and at 
the same time appeared to be perfectly fair and reasonable, while it was stated 
that an assent to it would cause most of the differences between Mr. Prestwich 
and his ryots to cease, his Honour caused it to be intimated to Mr, Eden, through 
his private secretary, that allhoiigh he was under no legal obligation to interfe:^ 
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in tlio way proposed, his Honour thought that he might uiiobjectionably do what 
was asked for the general benefit of the parties concerned. 

“ It’ the ryots should seek ymr advice,” it was observed, “ you should take care 
that they are under no misunderstanding as to their lawful rights, and you should 
adopt full precautions to insure them from any force or coercion as to new 
advances, or on any other account whatever.” 

Mr. Prestwich now complains that Mr. Eden ha.s not fairly acted up to his 
implied agreement, and has submitted another complaint to that effect, together 
with Ills correspondence with Mr. Commi'^sioner Giotc' nd’erred to in the margin. 
But the roobokarree alluded to by Mr. Pr.*st\vich, which is osmitial to a right 
understanding of the case, ha-> not been rcreived. 

I am desired therefore to re((uest. tinit \oji wdl bi‘ so good as to forward to this 
office, at vour earliest con venieina', a coj)y and translation ot tlie doeutitcnt in 
question with any remarks which you or Air. Eden may desire to make oil the 
subject. 


Mr. Prcstwich's 
l»*tter, dated 
i(') March 1859. 
Air. G rote’s letter, 
No. 44, dated 
17 March 1859. 
^Ir. Frost wich's 
letter, dated 
21st March 1859. 
Mr. Crete’s letter, 
No. 5() Ct., dated 
CIth April. 


From J, 11. Voioig, Esq., Olliciating (^mlmis^ion(‘r of the Ntuldea Division, to 

A. R. Youmj;, Secretary to the Goxerninent of Bengal (No. 88 C’t.), 

dated 20 April I80I). 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge llie receipt of your letter, No. 2044, of the 
23rd iustanr, on the snbjeiU of the complaint made hy Mr. Prestwich, the owner 
of an indigo concern in zilUih Baraset, again^ Mr. Eden, the joint magistrate of 
that district. 

2. I beg to enclose, as rcijncsted, a copy and translation of tin? roohokarco 
written by Mr. Eden, which forms the groundwork of Mr. Prestwichs com- 
plaint. 

3. I have not thought it ncec^sary to call upon Mr. Eden for anv fnrtlier 
explanation at prestmt, as I quite concur with Mr. Grote in the opinion he has 
formed and stated in his letter to Mr. Pn‘stwich, 56 Ct., of the Gtli instant, 
which is liefore ( ioveriiment, that that gentleman has failed to make out any case 
calling for the inlerlerence of the Commissioner or for representation to Govern- 
ment. 

4. Should, how'cver, the Lieutimant (nivcrnor take a different view of the 
matter, perhaps lie will allow Mr. Eden an opjiortunity of explaining. 


Transl\tion of the Koobokurroo held hy the tJolnt Alagistrate of Baraset, under date 

20 February 18.59. 

The agent of the llobrah concern, in the district of Baraset liaving among other com- 
plaints represented to his Honor the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal that the ryots of 
Ookrah and Chowrassee liavi; wiekedly eonibincd not to sow indigo, the only demand that 
was admitted against them after various discussions is that they <lid not settle their accounts. 
The agent agreed not to e.xercise any oppression whatever on them, and the Lieutenant 
Governor accordingly ordered t he joint magistrate to summon thcAyots and explain to them 
that they should go to the factory in order to settle their accounts, to receive their dues if 
creditor, or to pay th(‘lr dcbt.s if debtor, and to take advances for sowing indigo if they are 
willing to do so; that if they are unwilling to sow indigo, the agent cannot by force give 
them advances ; that where they have their own land they have power to make any cultiva- 
tion they like on it, and that he Ifas been directed to employ an amlah to sec that no oppres- 
sion whatever is practised until the accounts are adjusted. Accordingly, the joint magis- 
trate summoned the ryots. Mokin Mundle, of Ookrah, and Shib Chunder Chatterjee, 
Ameer Biswas, and others, of Chowras.see, appearing before him in the presence of Karn- 
kanyi Ghosal, mooktear of the factory, he explained t(f them Ijie above orders. The ryots 
all agreed to abide by these ^rders, but Shib Chunder Chatterjee and some other ryots said 
that it is probable that the agent of the fictory will execute the false decrees which he has 
obtained against them in other djstricts, seize them when they go to the factory to settle 
the accounts, and put them to [lalns in order to make them ^ubmit. On this ground they 
prayed that some measures be taken to prevent such acts; since the ryots will go to the 
factory according to the instructions of tJic joint magistrate, they cannot be seized by any 
other adawlut till they return home from the factory. 

Ordered, that aperwannah be issued to Juggobundoo Mittcr, mohurrir of the Hobra 
Thannah, to the effect that he shall attend the factory whilst the ryots are engaged there to 
adjust their accounts, and see that the agent does npt force them by oppression to do 
72. . M anything; 
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anything; that there be no hindrance to the ryots acting in indigo matters areording io 
their own wUl, and that the unwilling ryots do not dissuade the willing ryots frona sowing 
indigo. That he be informed that the ryots will go to the factory in the jurisdiction of 
which they live, and that he will have to attend the factory where his presence is required 
by the ryots, and to act as directed above. That he will, moreover, sec that they are not 
seized in exeeutioii of a decree of any other courts when they go to the factory to close 
their accounts, and until they return home from thenec. That two perwannahs be written 
similar to that wliich w'ill be written to the mohurrir, one to be given to Mokin Mundle, of 
OoKrah, and the other to Ameer Biswas, of Cliowrassee. 


Frotii A, 7i. Yoinifj, Esq., Secretary to the Governineiit of Bengal, to E, Prcslmchy 
(Mo :UjGG), dated Fort William, 13 May 18ij9. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the re(:ei[)t of \our letter, dated the 15tli April 
last, lepreseiiting the dilliculties expel ieiiced by joii in one of yoitr indigo con- 
cenis in tlie Barasel district, and complaining against certain proceeilings of 
Ed(ij, the joint magistrate of that district, which, in yonr opinion, Imve caused 
those dilliculties. 


2. The late Lienteiiant Clovernor lias placed on record a Minute detailing the 
circiiinstaiices connected witJi the intenviews with him to which you retcr, at the 
last of wliich Mr. Eden was present. 

3. ]\Ir. Ilaliday has observed that at this meeting it was plainly shown that 
Mr. Eden’s conduct had Ijccii strictly legal, and that it was evident yon had 
looked to Mr. Eden for such assistant! as he could not justly or legally afford. 
Tlic nsult of the interview was that you w(‘re napiested lo jmt in w riling a pro- 
jKisitiou vvhivli you had made, and lo which Mr. lialliday thought Mr. Eden 
iiiighr, for the sake of peace and good uiidcrstaiiiling in his district, fairly accede. 

4. This pro])OH‘ti()ii wa-^ accordingly snhmitfed in writing hy your agent, and 
was lo the effect that Mr. Eden miaht he ‘‘instructed to use his influence with 
the I'vots of the Cliowaassee and Ookrali pi rgornahs to induce them to come 
into \onr facloiy to compare the halanecs of llicir accounts for the opeiations of 
the I'Ji"! season,” Nour agiuit (’iigaging, on \our ])art, lo “ use noci»ercive nnasures 
to foice tliem to take fresh advances tor the ensuing year.” 


0. On leeeipt or tiiis coiiimunieation Mr. Hall day caused it to lie intiniati d to 
Mr. Eden, through liis private steretai y, that ah bough h(‘ was under no legal 
oliligalion to intci’fere in the way proposed, he (Mr. lialliday) thought that he 
might iinohji ctioiiably do w hat was asked lor the geiural hi in lit of the p.irties 
eoiicenicd. “If the ry<us should Sick \our advice,” it wa^ observed, “you 
should take care liiat they are under no iiiisumleislaiidiiig as to tiieir lawful 
rights, and you slioiihl adopt lull pjceautiuns to (msurc ihem from force or 
coercion as to new advances, or on any other account whatever.” 

6. In vour letter under reply, you coniplaim d that Mr. Eden had not fairly 
carried out the proposed arrangement, but, on the couirary, had proceeded in a 
manner calculated to widen the ljre..ch between jour factory people and the 
lyots, as was evidciicejj more paiticiilarly, by tlie wording of a certain roobo- 
kariec in which Mr. Idlon wos alleged lo have “ taken every [lussible advantage 
of liis position still further to complicate the business.” 

7. As tlie document alluded to did not accompany your letter, a copy of it w'as 
called for iVom the Commissioner, and has been submitted w'ith the rest of the 
papers lor the cuiisidei'anon of fhe Lieutenant Cuveriior, whose icinarks on the 
(;asc I am now desin d to communicate to you. 


8. The Lieutenant Governor Is of opinion that you have failed to make out 
any case against Mr. Eden, for whose removal you liaveaaiow for the second time 
petitioned. 


9.. Mr. Eden’s roobokaref, of the 20th February above referred to, of which 
you ^mplain as being “ much in the same spirit” with certain verbal statements, 
alleged lo have been made by Mr. Ekleri in open court, has been examined by 
the Lieutenant Governor. His Honour sees nothing in this paper to support 
your complaint, the only tangible point of which is that Mr. Eden encourages ai 
combination, which the ryots of certain pergunnahs in the Baraset district are 
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etiid to have entered into, not to contract to “ow indigo to lie sold to you on the 
terms offered by your agent. Considering tlie position of Mr. Eden at ilie time, 
and that this rooboknreo «as written in the execution of the very difficult ta^k of 
mediating in an official capacity, but with no official authority, in the matter of u 
negociatiott with which he had no concern (a position for which lie was not 
responsible, and which had been brought about at the written request of your 
manager, made with your consent), it appears to his Honour that there is nothing 
in the rooliokaree inconsistent with substantial as well as with apparent impart 
tiality. Mr. Eden ordered the thannah inoliurrir to see that the nnwilliiig ryots 
did not persuade tlie uilling ryots not to sow indigo; and lie explained to 
all the ryots that they slioiild go to the factory to settle their aeconnls, and 
to receive and pay their balances, whicli is exactly what you had aski’d him 
to do. He could not have gone fnrilu'r with propriety; and he eoiihl not 
have gone so far with propriety if he had not simuItaiieonMy explained that 
it was optional with the ryots to eoniract or not, and that a r\ot havin«' 
his own land is free to cultivate thereon whatever suits liim be.-t. The 
order to the niohiirrir to attend witli the ryots at the factory, and to see that 
they Were allowed to go home sale again, was nothing more tlian piovidinn for 
the fultilment of yotir pari oi ll.e eng.igonient, to use no coercive tneasiires on the 
occasion to force the ryots to contract again ; and that order was called forth in 
consequence of certain fears expicssed by some of tlic ryots when they agreed to 
do as Mr. Eden advised. 

10. Whether the iulerfercnee of a district m.agistrate in this affiiir between 
two discordant parties, m it her of whom e.m lie l^irced to do what it does not suit 
him to do, exercised with all that im|iariiality in form and substance witliout 
which any such iiiteifeiencc wmiild luive been liighly repieheiisililc, was a pro- 
ceeding likely to p.ouiote }oui' ohjeels in your diffin’eiiee wi;li the rvols, was 
a question lor yon to haec considered before you iestriietcd your ao’cnt to 
write bis letter of tlie Ith I'ebiuary. Mr. Eden caiiHot lie luudi' resjiousible 
for the result. 

11. TIk' Lieiiteiianr (ioveruor sees no reason to d^oubt that in this, as in all 
other ca«es, Mr. Eden will lu' as ready to do what lie can to check unlawful con- 
spiracy, ami resort to iiilimid , '111011 on the part of unwilling igoN, as he would be 
to clicck luilawrul (oereiou on liie jairt id' a planter. Mr. Eden will now be 
instnicted to avoid all interference between you uml tliesc ryots, tliougli he will 
always be leiuly ti I'xjilaiu to botli parlies, that it will be Ills duty to cilieck either 
parly who niaystcji beyond his lawful rights. 

12. Tlie I.ieutenmU Governor is sorry that it is out of ilie power of (I’overu- 
meiit or of its officers to assist you in lliLs ail'air. But it is manifest tliat the 
only legitimate course is to make it lor the ryots’ interests to consent to cultivate 
indigo lor you, and to make them see tiiat it is so. The government officers must 
leave both parties freely to make tlnir own bargains, as may best suit their own 
interests, neither encouraging nor discouraging one sort of cultivation more than 
another. 

13. A copy of this communii ation will be forwarded to Mr. Eden, for his infor- 

matii'ii and guidance. • 


No. 30()7. 

« 

Copy forwarded to the Offieintuig Commissioner of the Nuddea Division for liis 
information, and for communication to Mr. Eden. 

• • 


From E, Prcs*wichy Esq., to A. R. Voumr, Esq., Socrettyy to tlio Government 
of dated tlie 22d July 1850. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 13th May, on 
the subject of his Honour ihe Lieutenant Governors decision in the matter of iny 
complaint against tfic Honourable A. Eflen, magistrate of Baraset. 

I imve now to request that you will be so good as to furnish me with copies of 
all Mr. EdeiEs letters to the several authorities on the subject, for my information 
and guidance. 


72. 
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From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, to 
E. PrtsUckh, Esi]., No. 48rj, dated Fort William, the 3rd August 1859. 

Sir, 

I AM (liiected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 22nd ultimo, 
and in r('ply to iiifonu \ou that your complaint against Mr. Eden, the joint 
maeist’ate of Barase f, was sudieieutly disposed of by my letter, No. 3006, dated 
the 13th May last; and that the Li(aiteuaut Governor considers it unnecessary^ to 
furnish you wdth any lurth(‘r papers on the subject. 


— No. 8. — 

From ilie Coniinissioner of tlie Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
Uiciit of BeiigMl (iSo. 74 Ct.), dated Allipore, the 15th A[)ril 1869. 

Sir, 

1 liEG to lay l)( for(‘ (ioveniincnt the enclosed original correspondence’**' betw'eeii 
the joint magistrate of Baraset and myself, and to request the lavourof his Honour 
tlu' Lieutenant Governor’s informing me v. bother tlie spirit of my instructions as 
to th(‘ use to 1)0 made of the police^ in dealing with indigo disprites is approved 
of. My reasons for making this reference will he found in the concluding j)ara- 
grapii of my letter of this <late to the joint magistrate. 

2. As aluisit)!! i'* made by Mr. Eden to an ordc'r of mine which issued last year, 
and wliich is ineorrecily termed an order to assist Mr. Larruoiir, I think it right 
to send all the eon espondence in original Ibr perusal if necessary. It will be seen 
that I liad then as now to iusliuer, Mr. hdeu to amend an order to the |)oIicc 
darogali, wliicli I regarded as an improper one. 


From R. 7’. Lunpour, Esq., General Mofussil Manager for B. I. Company, 
to tli(‘ Commissioner of tl!e Nuddea Division (No. 132), dated the 8tb March 
1858. 

‘Siih 

1 HAVE the honour to slate that, having re(!(‘ive(l injustice at the hands of the 
joint lnagi^trate of B<iras(jl, I lay the matter lx lore \uu. 

1 t‘)uk an izarali of Chiarghat for six years, giving to the zemindar an advance 
of 4,000 rupees as jiaisgets and an ikrar to the effect that I would measure and 
settle the villages, the zemindar giving me full power to do so. 

On my eommeiieing llie riieasiireiiieut the* ryots complained to Mr. Eden, He 
put a stop to mv inea^'Ui iiig, and c.illed upon nue to i’urnish him with law and 
regulation to show 1 had legal right to measure. 1 did so as per annexed kyfeut, 
oil receipt of which lie passed no order. I then addressed liim an English letter, 
copy of which is aitaclied. You will observe by his reply that I had no chance 
of getting my indigo lands cultivated or sown this season, unless I would forego 
the measurement of -^10 villages, wliich 1 had every right to do. 

I consider Mr. EiTeii’s style and condnet arbitrary and unjust. He has closed 
the ease without passing an order that I Iiud no right to measure. I have been 
forced to break tliroiigh my engagement with the zemindar or lose my indigo 
season, and after tiie patting on the hack the ryonj have had from the magistrate, 
they will not be (li-posed to ajjt fairly towards me. 

* * " From 

• From Mr. Larmour, No. 132, dated Sih March, 185^*, with Enclosure. 

To Jt, Ma^. (if Bar. 33 Ct, dated 1 itli ditto ditto. 

From Jt. Mag. of liar. No. 133, dated l7Lh da to ditto. 

To ditto No. 58 (T., ‘iHth ditto ditto. 

From ditto No. 203, iliited 6th Aj^ril 1858. 

To ditto No. 59, dated 12th ditto. 

From Mr. Larnfour, dated 23d ditto. 

To Jt. Mag. of Bar. No. 81, <lated 2()th ditto. 

To Mr. Larmour, No. 42, dated 26ih ditto. 

From Jt. Mag. of Bar. No. 286, dated 29ih ditto. 

From Mr. Larmour, No. 241, dated 30th ditto. 

^ To Jt. Mag. of Bar. No. 95, dated Gtli May 1858. 

Jo Mr. Larmour, No,<i5, dated 81I1 May 18.58. 

To Jt. Mag. of Bar. No. 90 Ct., dated 151b April 1859. 

From ditto No. 3i9> dated 6th April 1B59. 
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From T. Larmour, Esq., General Mofussil Manager for B. I. Company, to the 
Joint Magistrate of Baraset, (No. 48), dated tlie 29tli January 1858. 

Sir, 

Agreeably to your order dated IGfh instant, I liad tlic honour to forward a 
hyjhii regarding iny proposed measuiernent of Taruft’CIiargliat held in izarah by 
this concern. I beg to bring lo your notice that since you issued an order putting 
a stop lo my measuring the viliaoes, tlie ryots taking ad\aMtago of this order 
have put a slop to iny indigo eultivalion, and refuse to carry out their indigo 
engagements. Feeling certain that your intention was not to injure me in this 
respect, I now address you, with the hope that you will convey to your police in- 
structions to protect iny sei vants in cairying out their duties in superintending the 
iniligo lands. Hitherto, we have never had any difference with the lyots of Charghat, 
and the present difficulty has aiiscm solely from my wish to fulfil my engage- 
merit with the zemindars. The ryots of this jiart of the country ari‘ (Uify too 
ready to take advanlage of an order which would appear to protect them in not 
fulfilling their indigo contracts. 


From the Honuuiahlc yl. Kdcn Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to R. T. Larmour^ 

Es(]., Gene ral Molussil Manager for llengal Indigo Company, dated the 1st 

February 1858- 

Sir, 

I DO not tiiink tliat yon have any authority to measure lands: zemindars and 
landholders are authorised to do this by Iti gulaiioii VII. oi’ 1799, but I see 
nothing to autiioris(‘ au under-farmer to measure. That regulation also re<juires 
that all abuse or unjust exercise of their jiowers is to be checked. I tell you fairly 
that I cannot support you in this iuea>urenieiit. I have made inquiries before 
coming to this decision from men expcrieiict (i the n.auagement of Mofussil 
estaUis, and have been assured by them that it is quite contrary to custom fur an 
uiider-farmer to measure. 

However, I should he very sorry if my decision was to lead to any loss in 
indigo to the concern. I am assurc'd by the ryots that tliev will sow indigo as 
usual, or even more than usual, il you desist from the measureuK'iit. Your 
object and profession is to manufacture indigo, and il you take my advice you 
Avill de.>ist from the measurement and come to an amicable airaugemenfc with the 
ryots, il) vvhi«di I shall he happy to a'-sist you. If this is done, you will be able 
to get a good crop of indigo and satisfy your ryots. I am (jiiite aware what a 
troublesome set tin*. Mussulman ryots are* aheuii there, but in this case I think 
they are in the right. Ex-juelicially 1 will assi>»t you as 1 have done Mr. Hampton 
in getting the ryots to fulfil their engagements, and this 1 will set about as soon 
as I hear from you that vou don’t intend to measure. 

If you do measure there will he a breach of the peace, for which I shall of 
course, after the warning I have given, consider you re>pifcii>ihl^‘. 


From R. T. Larmour, Esq.,jGrciierai Mofussil Manager for B. I. Company, to tlie 
Joint Magistrate of Baraset, (No. 59), daic^ the 3rd February 1858. 

Sir, .... 

I LOSE no time in replying to your letter of Isf instai|t, received this morning. 
I have no intention or wish to press the mcasureirient of Dhee Charghat, if my 
doing so is illegal. It was one of the conditions of luy huhooleut to the zemindar 
that I would measure and setHe the “ jummabundees.’* Your passing an order 
to the efi’ect that I have no right to measure will deaf me with the zemindar. I 
have no other difference with the ryots.’ The object of my letter was to beg of 
you not to allow your order to stop the measurement of the villages to be taken 
advantage of by the ryots to evade their indigo engagements, and if you will do 
me the favour to pass an order on your darogah to say I will not measure the 
villages, and that he is to protect me in my indigo engagement, I think this is 
72 . M 3 all 
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all rliat is necessary. Yon may rest, satisfied that in no instance will I ever do 
what vAill cause a breach of the peace. I have^ invariably appealed to t&e 
autljoiuies where disputes have an^cn througlioiit the Bengal Indigo Company s 
concerns, and with many thanks Ibr your offer of assistance in the Chc»rghat 
matter, 


Ftoiii J. Grot(\ Esq., Conimissionor of the Nuddea Division, to the Joint Magisr 
trate of Baraset, (No. Xi Ct.), dated the 11th March 1858. 

Sir, 

I miG to hand you for report copy of a letter No. Itl2, dated 8th instant, from 
Mr, Laniiour, complaining of your interference with him in tlui exercise of ids 
yust rights as farmer of the CliaighaL lands. 

± I liave seen your lelter to him of the Iht, and am disposed to question the 
legality of your proceedings, the record of which \oii are requested to submit 
with your reply. 


From the Honourable A, Eden, Ofliciating Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the 

Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, (No. 13.']), dated the 17th iVjarch 1858. 

Sir, 

I HAvn tJie honour to acknovledgi^ tl)(‘ receipt of your ]('tter No. 3;>, of the 11th 
instant, lorwarding copv of a letter No. 132, of the 8th March 185(S, from Mr. 
Larmour to vour addj’ess. 

2. I am [)crf(Ctlv astonislied, not only at the suhje(.*t of Mr. Larmour’s letter, 
but/ at the uiigeiitleiimnlike language he has presumed to ai)[)Iy to my pro- 
ceedingSi 

3: Th(^ fiicls of the easi‘ an^ these. The putm^cdtir of Charghat being unable 
to grind his ryots hy increaNing their rents, a])plie(l to Mr. Larmour, as 
a man experienced in tlu' maiiai^eimmt of r eiisant ryots, to take an izara per- 
inittiiig him to measure with a view to increase the rents. 

4. iMr. Larmour has j)rodiiced no ihrir in my court to the elli.'et tliat he was 
bound to measure; tlic hnbcoinit merely stated that the piitneedur would permit 
him to measiin'. '] his is a form meaning nothing, and invariably inserted but 
nfiver acted on. 

The matter \vas first brought to my notice by a rumour that the ryots were 
coinbiniug to resi>t Mr. Larmour in me.tsuring their lamls, and that they were 
much excited in eoiis('qiienco (*f liis having aiinouiieed his intention of doing so ; 
the ryots then eame to complain of oppression on the part of Mr. Larmour and 
Ins aineens, &e. I called upon ]Mi. L.irinoiir for a hjfcut as to the law 
under whicli he was aeting. He gave a h^fhit slating that he wanted to measure, 
but the ryots wor« rcji’sting his light, but did not answer iny question Aiif/thcr 
hyfent was thci’efore called for. He re[)lied 1st, under Uegulation VH., 1799, 
Section XV., paragrapli s, hut this, in my opinion, applies only to zemindars, 
putne( dai'>, and sudder farmers, not to an under-holder of the second degree like 
Mr. Larmour. • 

0. The decisions of the Dewany Adawlut distinctly rule that a zemindar cannot 
transfer his rights of* sale to an izaradar, and J eaiinot find any ruling tJmt he 
caui transfer thh rights of measKriiiLi. As regards Mr. Laririour’s olqeu tion that 
the ‘^Gazette” of the 1st Hecemher 1857 contains a provision for measurumerit by 
uiader-holders, I think the ahsurditv of a man quoting ati unpassed. Act 
afli authorising him to do ainthiiig makes any* furrhor reply on this head 
unnecessary, but 1 may asiwell state that,, even if it was passed into law, it only 
provides for zemindars instituting suite to measure iu cases in which their ryots 
resist the right. 

7'. But even, for the sake of argument, assuming that tlie putneedar is alife to 
transfer his riL>hts of measurement to Mr. Larmour, I must observe that, by an 
injunction of the judge of Nuddta filed with the case, the zemindar ofChai^hat 

is 



INDIGO CULTIVATION IN BENGAL. 


^5 


is prevented from mcasnrinfr Chnrghat on the grounds that it. liad already been 
completely measured, and that fiirther measurement was illej^al. This at once 
clenelies the question ; but even assumiiio* aLo that thei'c was no such decL^iou, 
or that it has not the effect 1 attribute to it, I must protest against Mr. Laiinour’s 
appealiiiii against my order, sayiii<j[ nothing of the language he has applied tonic 
in making that appeal; first, if Mr. Larmour wished to appeal against my order 
he should have done so as direeled by tin* regulations on stamped pa|)er within 
one month to the sessions judge, and not to the CommibMoners, to whom I 
repectfnily submit no appeal lie s in sucli matters. In the second place, the case 
was settled amicably at Mr. Larmour’s own reijiu-st, as shown in his letter of 
the 3d February. He says, “ 1 have no intention or whh to [U’ess the measure- 
ment of Dliee Chargbiit, if by doing so is illegal. It was oiii* of the conditions 
of my kuhoolcut'' (which however it was not) ; yonr pui^sirig' an order to the 
effect, that I have no right to ineasure, will eJear me witli the zemindar/’ “ If 
you will do me the favour to pa<s an ordm* on your darogah to say, I wall not 
measure the villages, and that he is to protect me in iny indigo engagenK iits, I 
think this is all that is m cessary, and with many tjianks foi* your offer of assist- 
ance, in the Cliargliat inattiu-, I am, See.” Now, ii is hard to believe that the same 
iudi\idual who wiote this lettei, should wu’ite on my acting on this letter, that 
my style and conduct were arbitral y and unjnsr. 1 is'^m d tliij ordiu*, you will 
see, dated the otli of February, exactly in accordance with what Mr. Larmour 
proposes on th(‘ 3d February. He never objects; the lyots consent to sow their 
indigo, and lak(‘ a ncUe to him from me, in whieli I toM him, that his principal 
ryots Jiad been to me, and saiil that they did not wi<h to get out of the indigo 
engagements. 1 licjy were.' willing to sow in pi'evion - y(*ars, '-ince be gave up 
the question of measinriiienl. This lic agreed to; tiny thim took tlicir advances. 
Mdicii lie lias got (lie ryots into the suan*, and got diem to take advances at my 
instigation, made on his promise!^, be turns round upon tlnnii and nii‘, and makes 
the false and malieious -tateiin'iits tliat are contained in bis letter to you. You 
will tee.' bv llie siatemcut of Ins mooktear, and the I tter of inst iuetion'> that he 
produces troin liis nia^tir, that iVIr. Larmour was (piite willing to in, ike this 
settlement out of court ; that he was furnished wiihtt copy of my order two days 
after, altiiougli he now savs I lU'ver gave one. It is inqiv^ssible, to Ix lievii tliat 
he can have been in perlret possi's^ion of bis senses when lie wrotij two such 
very ojiposite ieileis, one thanking me for my oiler of nssistanci*, tin.' other elnirg- 
ing me with ai biliary am! unjust conduct and st}Ic for rciideiing that very 

assi>tanc(‘ ; what he means by .style' I cannot sav, unles-i be ('xpected me to carry 

out his poliev of ruinina t e r)cUs for the beui lit of the planter If, as be says, I 
had “patted the ry<»ts on the iiaek be knows very wu'Il that they would not have 

sowed one la egab of indigo. 1, on tin* contrary, called them together and told 

them tliat it would only ruin them fighting; that they had better settle llic 
matter amicably, dhey then agned to >uvv on condition, (be imasureinent was 
given up, and this both jjariies eoiuseiitiMl to, and llierc has been no distnrbaiK^e. 
If Mr. Laniour had persisted in bis measurement, be could liau- sown no indigo,’ 
and tbeiv would have been a most Serious breach of the peace, which there will 
he now, if measurement is ordered. 

• 

8. If Mr. Larmour will specify how the ryots acted unfairly towards him, I 
will soon put the matter right, as they promised me to act fairly, and I feci sure 
they will do so; they rebise to go to Mr. Larmour's factory, as they say that 
they will be impi isoned by him jbr complaining to me, but if ho treats them witli 
fairness, thev will do the same lo him. 

9. It is only by settling matters in this way, that the ryots of tliis district can 
be kept quiet. I would call your attention to the pycseni po.dtion of the Buraset 
indigo toncerii as regards tlie ryots. Since I have sctrled all their disputes 
amicably, there is nut a single compldinl or case in court what was the case 
before. 

• 

10. I took. particular pains before doing anything in* this case, to discover if 
such a thing was known in this part of the world as an izaradar measuring’. The 
answer from all European and native zernindarti and ryots was, that it was quite 
wknown. Observe what Mr. Larmour’s own mooktear says on tlie subject. 
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From j 1 . Grote, E'sq., Commissioner of tlie Nuddea division, to the Joint 
Magistrate of Baraset, (No. 68 Ct,), dated the 28 March 1858. 

Sir, 

I HAVE tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 133, dated 
the 17th instant, with the native record of the Chargli'at case, which I now 
return. 

2. I should have preferred that this letter had generally been in a more 
moderate tone, whicli 1 must point out that you are (piite wrong in supposing 
tliat Mr. Lannonr vas out of order in laying his complaint before mo. I do not 
find in tlie proceedings any judicial order of yours which admitted of being 
carried in appeal by Mr. Larmoiir before the sessions judge. 

3. The ob)ections of the ryots to you, in the first instance, were directed agaiitst 
tlie mssec of the -fifty- two gnj with which Mr. Larmour’s ameens were about to 
measure the village. They represented that the proper length of the vusscc 
was fifty-five c'uj, and that this had been ruled in the civil court so long ago as 
1812. 'I'lie jirayer of the pdition is not to stop the measuieiiicnt, but to [irevent 
tlie o).pr(;ssive levy of atwals, the selection of tin- best lands for indigo, and any 
infringement of the declaratory decision of the judge in 1812 You had not, in 
my o|)inion, any right to order the daroguh to stop the measurement, even ;is a 
temporary step, except under the apprehension ol a most serious aflray impending. 
There is nothing to warrant sir h an apprehension in the record, but your demi- 
official note to Mr. Larmour submitted by him, shows that you entertained^ it, 
and on your expressing your fears, Mr. Larmour considerately, as 1 think, 
withdrew his am<“ens in deleiencc to your opinion. But as your order seemed to 
put him in the wrong in attempting to measure, he prayed for another order from 
you of a counteracting tendcmcy ; and this you gave him on the 3d instant. 

1. Believing himself, however, to he in the right as to his power to measure the 
village under the terms of his lease, Mr. Larmour places the ease before me, and 
complains of having been dealt with arbitr.irily and un justly. I do not find any- 
thing in his letter whicli justifies your a))plyiiig to it the term of ungentlomanlike 
language. He thought tiiat his rights as durputneedar of tlie village had been 
unneci ssarily interfered with by the executive. 

5. On the general question as to whether an nnder-tenant has the right, or 
can be vested with the right, of rneasnring the lands of bis tenure, I think you 
are wrong I am not aware of any authoritative ruling on the point, nor can I 
rcmtmlKr a case in which the right has been contested. Such measurements 
certainly are made, and tlie struggle between talookdar and ryots generally com- 
mences with the proceedings founded by the former in such measurement. 

6. Tlie construction No. 4()1 does not seem to me to hear on the question of a 
'Zemindar’s power to delegate to his tenant his ouii undonbtod right to measure. 
This right vests in the tenant by virtue of bis lease of the ordinary terms equally 
with the right to distrain and sue summarily, but a condition may be entered in 
the lease debarring^him from exercising tlie right to measure. It is, however, for 
the civil court to decide on all questions of this kind raised between the parties 
concerned. 

7. I give yon credit for the pains which you mention your having taken to settle 

amicably disputes between indigo factories and *1110 cultivators ; but in all such 
<!ases it is necessary to examine well the origin of the di.spute, and to take care 
that neither party obtains police support in encroaching on the just rights of the 
other. • • 


From the Honourable A. F’lfcw, Officiating Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the Com- 
missioner of Circuit, Nuddea Division, (No. >203), dated the 6th April 1858. 


Sir, ^ . 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the recei[)t of your letter, No. 68 Ct.> ot 
the 28th ultimo, forwarding the Charghal case ; I much regret that you consider 
tlie tone of my letter immoderate, but it was written under wliat I must still term 
great provocation. • ^ 
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2. An indigo planter, because I endeavour to che^^k the oppression of his sub- 
ordinates, after having agreed to rny proposal for an amicable settlement, and 
thanJxcd me for my oners of assistance, writes to complain to you of my eomhict 
as arbitrary and unjust, and states what, however, is distim:tly mitrut', that 1 had 
passed no order in the case, although, as 1 before stated, he had been lurnished 
with a copy of my order to wiiich lie made no remonstrance for neaily a month, 
and then without saying anything to me. or pre.seiiting any petition of ajjpeal in 
the usual way, writes a letter coiKaining the strongest charge that can l»e made 
against a judicial ollieer, viz. injustice. 1 think this fnriiisiiC'j me with ample 
cau$ ‘ of complaint. 

3. If Mr. Larmour disapproved of my pro|)osaI, wliy did Ik^ not object to me 
before I passed the order; or why did he not in any way remonstrate with me 
with a view to my modifying the order? Why did he write to me apj)roving of, 
and consenting to, my proposition, and thanking me for my oder of as-i-tance? 
at his request I persuaded the ryots to S(*ttle the (piarrel and sow indigo, and on 
my representations they agreed to sow indigo and remain on ainieahle t(Tms v\ith 
the concern. When he has got them under his tlinmb he tiinis round and wants 
to renounce his share in the agreement. 

4. You state in tlie third paragraph, that the rvois’ obji^etions were* not against 
the actual measurement, but against the hmgth of the measuring rope. I am 
afraid that the petition lias not been clearly laid be fore )oii, for 1 liiid in three 
places that there is a distinct statement that th(‘ rvots deny Mr. Larinoor’s right 
to measure, and object to his measiireni(*rit ; hut indepciKlently of this wiitteri 
petition, I must intorm yon tliat the ryots came to me in a body, and followed 
me into the Mofu^sil, ironi phic(‘ to place, and their continual jioritioii to me was 
that the measurement might be prevented. 

6. \ou also inform me that I had “no light to stop the measurement, even 
as a temporary im-asuia', except under the aiipadiension of a most sm’ious attray 
impending.” Yon continue to say tliat “there is nothing to warrant such aii 
apprchciiMon in the record, altliough my demi-official note to Mr. Larmour, 
submitted by Iiim, shows that I eiiteitained it.” *To tliis I must reply that I 
was convinced, and am now fully (!onvince<l, that if measurium nt is persisted in 
there will be one of tin* most serious aHrays that ever took place in Bengal. 
This, I think, Mr. Larmour will himself admit. Charghat eontains several 
thousand Mu'^sulman* inhabitants, all banded together to pnvent any inter- 
ference with their rights, real or supposed. They arc nearly all rich men, and 
the (jiiestion of iiieasuremciit is one in wliich they are j)a’’tieiil,irly sore, and 
without the assistance ot tlie police, Mr. Larmour could not measure. The 
police must he guided hy the decision of the civil court; the civil court has 
distinctly ruled tliat no jummahundee or mea.snrement can be made of Charghat 
without the orders of the ccuirt, and until this decision is overruled, 1 apprehend 
that there is tio option as to abiding hy it. If I was to wait until a formal 
complaint ut likelihood of a breach of the peace was made, tlje district would be 
soon thoroughly disorganized. That the hi each of the peace was impending 
between Mr. Larmour and his ryots on the question of mcasureimmt was known 
to me for montlis before any actual collision took place, aid it was the talk of 
the whole district, and his right was frofjiiently discussed. 

6. As you say there is no authoritative ruling on the point of the general 
(juestion of measurement, whyi thi.s is the case, we can only decide hy looking 
at the custom which obtains in a district ; in this (|istrict it is not the custom for 
durjmtncedars to measure. If the piitncedar thinks he has a right to measure 
(which by the judge’s decisivjn he has not irf^Charghat), why did he give Mr. 
Larmour a lease of these? lands ; tor the nioi’^ purpose of getting them 
measured r Knowing Mr. Larmour to be an influential man, he thought his 
influence over the ryots would he such that he could do this without the question 
being raised. Mr. Larmour wanted the lease for a few years, and the only way 
he could get it was by consenting to try and measurti, and this is the whole 
cause of the present dispute. What advantage is it to Mr. Larmour to increase 
the rents? he is only a holder for a short time. He could not get the lease 
without undertaking to measure, and thus entered into the views of the 
putneedar. 


• Kerazecs. 
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7. I cannot ap;ree that the right of distraint and suing for rents is on precisely 
the same footing as the right to measure, for as you say, a prohibitory clause 
may be entered in a lease as regards measurement; lest this could not be done 
as regards distraints and summary suits, the same rule will not therefore^ I 
think, ap])Iy to them. 

S. Rut the whole argument of your letter, and of Mr. Lannour's complaint, 
a[>p( ar to be founded on tlie assumption that 1 issued prohibitory orders on Mr. 
Lannour as regards iiuasuri*ment, but this is not the case. No such order was 
is'iued. My order merely states that Mr. Larmour liaving voluntarily given up 
tij(‘ (jiiestioii (jf iiiea-uremeiit, the darog«di is to iiiForm the ryots of this, and tell 
them to fulfil all their engagements for indigo. 

fl. What I ohjccted to, and wiiat I confidently expected you to obtain me 
redrc'^s tor, was the terms Mr. Larmour had seen fit to apply to me — “arbitrary 
and niijnst.’’ I had no other way of obtaining rcdicss than through you, atul I 
again rcspcctrully snlimit to yon that, even throwing aside the whole facts of 
case, and supposing for the sake of mere argument that 1 had given the 
order wliitdi it is wrongly assumed that 1 did give, and that this order would 
hav(‘ beer) ill('gal,am I to be aiamsed of injustice and arbitaiy conduct baeausc 
I gave a decision contrary to the interests of a Enropt'an ? The; most that could 
be said would be tl]:it 1 had takeoi a mistaken view of the law. VV^hat are the 
ryots to me, or what is Mr. Larmour to me, that I should act unjustly ? 1 never 

saw eiiln*r one or the other of tlnmi till this ea>e eomiiicnced. It is always the 
case lieie. If you (h;(;ide in tavonr of a planter, tlic ryots go down to Calcutta, 
as tiiey freepientlv have down here, and accuse; yon of l)t*ing prejn(Ji(;ed in 
favour of the. Europi aii ; if yon decide in favour of the ryot, the European 
acenscs \ou (jrha\ii]g “patted rvots on the baek,^’ and instigated iIkmii to 
resist him ; if one was to ael up to tiie letter of the law, there would n )t be one 
beegah of indigo in Lowen* Bengal. Tliis, 1 presume, even Mr. Lirnioiir will 
admit. 

10. I may add that I have daily coinphiiuts of I he* oppression of Mr. Larmour, 
and receipts have bean produced in my court granted by biin for illegal abahs* 
I lia\e rc(|uested Mr. Mackenzie to iiiqjire into the charges, as they are ncrir his 
subdivision. I trust you will excu'^e my re|)lying to )our orders in tiie case. 
I have no objection to a fair a|)|)cil against any of my orders, but I think uo 
magistrate should submit to have tlie epithet of “ unjust ” applied to In?, pro- 
ceedings every time he decides a c.ise against a European without remonstrance. 


From A, Grofe^ Esq., (Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Joint 
Magistrate of Baraset (No. 59), dated 12 April 1858. 

Sir, 

Tn re|)ly to your letter, No. 203, dated the 6th instant, I will not trouble yon to 
send again the native record of the (jharghai case, but I am confident tint you 
will find the praycr^Vif the ryots' petition correctly translated in the tiiird para- 
giaph of my huter. The text very lik(;ly objects to any ncasurement, bur it was 
not the ol)j('et of llu; petition that you had to deal with. The court's order to ) of 
1812 will not bear the meaning which yon have put on it, viz., that of a prima- 
nent interdict of all measurement of Charghat. i 

2. A district magistrate has' a difficult part to play, do doubt, in all cases of dis- 
pute such as the present one. landholder has a right to measure or to send 
for a tenant, or to distrain, lie has an eijual right to the protection of the police in 
doingso, and if hebe dissuaded from exercising liis right by apprehension ofa dis- 
turbance he has certainly grounds to complain of the inefficiency of the police 
autliorities. 

3. On the other hand* it is too well known that landholders will often exceed 
the powers which the law gives them, and the ryots should then be able to reckon 
on the assistance of the police in opposing all illegal demands. It is easy to say 
that all a magistraie has to do in either ease is to prevent a breach of the peace, 
but the result of the dispute must depend immensely on the discretion with which 
he acts. If he espouses the wrong side, he must do injustice, and is not certain 
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of succeeding* in his object; if he fortunately espouses the right one, ho, in nine 
cases out often, terminates the quarrel. 

4. Yon are the best judge, of course, of the grounds on which you acted in this 
case. 71ie oj)inion which 1 conveyed to you, and to which I must adhere, was 
formed only on the contents of tlie rccoitl and correspondence which were before 

me. • 

T). I do not lay the stress on the language of Mr. Larmonr's complaint wliicli 
you appear to do. Every order appi'aled Iroin is considired im[)Osed by the ap- 
pellant, and is described as such in ordinary appeal petitions. \^)iir supposition 
that this expression was used because yon have in this cas(‘ decided against an 
European is altogether unwamnted. 

0. Should there still ])e serious apprehensions of a distiii l)aiic(‘ at Chargliat, 
yon should send out a portion of voar police corps to he under tlie darogah’s and 
Mr. Mackenzie’s orders. 


From A. Grote^ Es<i., Gommissioner of the Nnddea Division, to the .loint Magi- 
strate of Barax t (No. 81), dated 20 A[)ril 18.58. 

Sir, 

Annkxkd is copy of iny reply to another letter of strong ivmonstranee against 
your proceedings in tlu' (diar;;luu cast', which has hecui made to me by Mr. Lar- 
mour. Referring to u)ur r(*niarks on thi*^ eas(' in yoiir (jiiarterlv ri'port, T request 
that you will send me copy of Mr. Mackenzie’s htler. 1 (aiinot, at this dis- 
tance, say wdietlier your call on Mr. Larmour for a further lyfciit was i:ce('ssarv. 
In all cases of sneh ('ispufes, a clear stalcmu'iit ot his ohjt't't from tin* landholder 
is certainly the first re(jiiisite, hut Mr. Larinonr, 1 ihoiight, had fnriiish(Ml yon 
with OIK' souK^ time hack. Unless you havt' good reasons ior (U)nl):iiig the eor- 
reetiiess ol Mr. Mai keiizie's eoiieliisioiiN, you .^liould, I think, accept llicm and hc' 
guided accordingly. ^ 


From //. T. Larntour, Ivip, Geni'ral Mofnssil Manager for 15. I. Company, to 
till* Commi'^sioner of the Niiddea Division, dated 2.3 April 185S. 


Sir, 

I iiEORKT being again o])liged to address yon on (he subject of the prejudiced 
proceeding'^ of the j' inr magistrate ofRaraset. 

On mv apj)ealiiig to M)U regarding the illegal oi’di'rs |)ass».'d previous to Htli 
Maich, the r\ots of Chargliat presented a i)etition complaining of o])pr('ssiou on my 
[lart towards liiem. An order was passed on the assistant magistrate of K.dlarooali 
to invisrigafe and report. A few days afi(*r this otderhad been issued, two ol the 
ryots petitioned that the assistant of Kallarooah should not invesiiiiate, and an 
order immediately passed for the inquiry to he condncteikhy the native (li‘puty 
magistrate of Barase't. Be'ore this List order could reach* tiie assistant magis- 
trate of Kallarooali, he had been over the villages of Chargliat, Iteld his itivesti- 
gation and sent in his report now a fortnight since, ami up to date no order has 
been passed : but this morning 1 received a perwannali from the Baraset Court, 
calling upon me for a ^njfcut on a petition presented by the ryots on 20th instant, 
charging me with the intention of committing o[)prc^sion towards them. 

It is quite evident from this that the joint magistrate intends to persist in his 
policy of injustice towards me, and by his prejudiwd conduct is giving the ryots 
every possible encouragement not to sow their indigo lands this year; and as the 
season is so far advanced, 1 now appeal to you in the hope of immediate redress, 
and that my case may be triin^fhU'red to an oflicer who will give me justice. 

My measurement of the villages w'as illegally put a stop to in tlicfiist instance, 
and when I appealed to the magistrate not to encourage tlie ryots in breaking 
through their indigo engagements, I received a bullying and ofleiisive letter in 
reply, and am compelled to give a promise not to nica.sure in order to gel my 
indigo sown. The joint magistrate, not satisfied with injuring me in one respect, 
now shows his determination to ruin my indigo sea§on if possible, and a reference 
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to Ill's proceeding's since my appeal to you on 8th March will satisfy you, I do 
not complain witliout just cau^e; and unless immediate protection is afforded 
me, tlic indigo season will be passed. 

Of tlie Tnruff* Cljarghat villages thiee of them lie in Nuddea zillah, the ryots 
of \\ljich have no difitrence with me, nor have they ever complained ot any 
intention on my |);ii t to oppress them in any way. 


From A. Grok\ Ksq., Commissioiur of the Nuddea Division, to It. T. Larmour^ 
Ueneral Mofussil Managcn* I’or B. I. Company (No. 42), dated 26 April 

1858 . 

Sir, 

1 NAVE to acknowledge (lie receipt of your letter, dated the 23tl instant, and 
rcc( iv(*i| late last evening, complaining of further proceedings on the part of the 
joint mag>trate of Barasef, which you fear may have the efiecl of preventing the 
Cliargliat ryots from sowing their indigo lands. 

2. Mr. Edca has inConned me in his Quarterly Report, dated 21st instant, of 
th(‘ pnrjiorf of Mr. Mackenzie’s letter, to which, however, ohjections, he ^ays, 
had h(‘{ 11 raised by some of the ryots. H(‘ states that lie is now confining himself 
to prevemting any hreaeh of the p(‘ace. You lefer to his order for calling on you 
for a hifcut as lia\ing been passed on a petitiim prinsented by the ryots on the 
20tli, the (late previous to his report. Such an order, however, need not neces- 
sarily lie attended by the consc(juences which you appear to a|)prehend. 

3. Mr. Eden fortlu-r mentions that lie understood your inooktear, on putting 
forward yoiir first eoinjilaint, as stating that you waiiti'd to induce the Charghat 
ryols U) rak(* atlvance.s, wdieivas from Mr. Mackenzie’s letti r it would si^eiii that 
advances have already been made. It is probable, I think, that your local 
managers, or \o\ir Ba^a^et inooktear, may have been misrepresenting to you the 
real states ot the case. If you have furnished the Lyjhit called for, a decisive 
order of some kind will, I sliould hope, have been passed by the joint magistrate. 


From the Honourable A Edvn, Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the Commissioner 
of the Nuddea Division (No. 286), dated 29 April 1858. 

Sir, 

I HAVE (lie Iioimur to acknowledge the ivceipt of your letter, No. 81, dated 26tli 
instant, with relerencc to further charges mad(! by Mr. Larinour against my pro- 
ceedings in the Charghat case. Not having been furnished with a copy of Mr. 
Larmour’s petition, I cannot aiisw< r it so fully as I sliould otherwise liave done. 
As far as I can gather from your reply, Mr. 1. armour takes an objection to my 
having ealhd upon him for a hijfcnt on a petition having been presented to me 
hv the Charghat ryots complaining of his oppression. To prove to you that I 
have acK'd legally, and imTcly with a view to keep the peace throughout, I beg 
to send you the pap^c^s of the case. 

2. Yon will |)erceive tliat a number (jf ryots, as lepreseiitativTS of nearly the 
whole of the Chaighat ryots, complained against Mr. Larmour. The deputy 
magistrate not liaving yet tak(m charge*, 1 reiiuestc d Mr. Mackenzie to lioW an 
investigation. Befoia* he went there the ryots protested against Mr. Mackenzie’s 
being (hpiited, as they thought his intimacy with Mr. Larmour would be pre- 
judicial to their interests. Under ordinary circumstances I should have taken no 
notices of this petition, but tlu^ place being out of Mr. Mackenzie’s subdivision, 
and the deputy magistrate having just arrived, I thought it better to depute him, 
as, being new to the district, neither party would charge him with prejudice. I 
directed Mr. Mackenzie not to go to the spot, as the deputy magistrate was 
going; in flu* meantimcjic went and held a sort of inquiry, against which the 
ryots protest, and I think with some reason, for throwing aside the charges of 
liaving beaten the ryots, &c., his proceedings are very one-sided. 

3. He went accompanied by Mr. Haysen, Mr. Laimour’s assistant, and has 
merely recorded the evidence of a few- men, principally Hindoos, who declare that 
they never heard of any collecting illegal cesses or other oppression. These men 

are 
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are a few ryots, who to save themselves have joined Mr. Larmour; and it is in 
their liouscs that the latteals of Mr. Linnour are said to remain. Now that their 
statement is partially true, is satisfactorily proved by the fact that receipts for such 
cesses have been pioduced in my court; for such proceedings however the ryots 
can obtain redress in the collector’s court. Mr. Mackenzie has not taken the 
deposition of a single man § niongst the petitioners, or the evidence of any of the 
ryots, with the exception of those few wlio are on the side of the factory. On the 
strengtii of such evidence Mr. Mackenzie sums up by stiying to plant indigo is 
Mr. Larmour 8 right, as lit; has given advances. Mr. Mackenzie totally mistakes 
the riglits of the case ; if Mr. Larinonr lias given tidvances, he lias ito right to 
sow the indigo ; it is for the ryots to sow, he cannot force them ; “ neither can 
he sow their lands bv means of his own servants, nor has he a right to demand 
the assistance of the police for the purpose of compelling the ryots to fulfil his 
contract ” (Construction No. 385 ). “ Mr. Larmour’s only remedy is in the civil 
court; the magistrate cannot interfere” (vitJe Constiiiction No. 60*1). 

4 . Mr. Mack eiizio jirocccds to reconnnend that all tli(‘ ryots wlio ^i«^nod the 
petition should lie fined 20 rupees each. He appears entirely to forget both the 
bad policy and the gro-^s illegality oF such a proceeding. 

6. Being always anxious lo assist the planters in every way in my power, and 
being unable to do so judicially, it has alway.^ been my custom lo act in such 
ca.«ies rather as a referee or arbitrator between the paities ibari as a judicial 
offictu’, with what success I hel’ore poiuied out to you ; and wuth rtfererice to tins 
subject, I beg to rcler you to a coric-pondence wliieh took place between you and 
Mr. M angles, in wliieli yon justly ol)S(‘rve “that, however iiiaderjuato the 
remedies which existing laws offer to indigo planters fur breach of contract on 
the part of ryots undei’ advance, the executive is bound to punish any attempt 
on the part of the former to seek re lress more.’' Di.sputf’s have been going on in 
the Raraset indigo concerns lor years, Imt from my having interfered extra- 
judicially and acted a> an arliilrator on first coming lun'c, tlie^e disputes are now 
almost unknown hetween the planters and ryots. It was my intention to settle 
Mr. Larmour’s dis|jiites in the same way; hut luf ]>etitioin'(l against my‘ pro- 
ceedings after agteeing to them ; and threw the whole cjuestioii again into 
confusion. 


6. Mr. Larmour a|)pears to be under tln^ impres.sion that I liave given no 
orders in the case. On tlio receipt of the last petition from the r\ots,^I called 
upon him as usual lor an explanation, /. e., for his version of the story. It is 
true that I might have ordered an inquiry by the police, hiji a]>j)relien(iing that 
this miglit IiuiIkt compheate the (juestion, and encouragf^ further complaints on 
the paitoi the r^uts, 1 merely sent fur a kyfvaL lo tliis jiroceeding Mr. Larmour 
objects ; it is jierfeetly impossible to phase him. Other planters have requested 
me, a.s a particular iavour, always lo send to them coj)y of any petitions a'>'ain8t 
them, and call upon iljem fur an explanation; because I follow the same friendly 
course towards Mr. Larmour, lui coinplaiiis to you of my havint^ induced the 
ryots not to sow. In reply to that kiifhtt he says that the lamfis his chattah 
laud, that is laud for which the ryols I’lave taken advances;^ but as I said before, 
construction 385 enlirely disposes of ihe (jU(‘stiori of his right to sow these lands 
by means of bis own ser\auts. Even, therefore, supposing his explaiiatiou to be 
correct I cannot help him ; on the receipt of his kyfmt I'issueJ an ortler which 
I submit is the only legal one I could give, viz., tliat the police should take care 
that there was no hreaeh of the ^jeace; again, in consequence of his sowing shower, 
I liiive considered it necessary this day to order tliat the darogali shall personally 
remain on the spot and prevent a breach of the peace. 

7. I beg to call your most particular attention to the .statement I took from 
Mr. Larinour’s mooktear, as to the instructions he had received, and us lo his 
master s wishes. This will prove to you that I have done everything for Mr. 

armours interest that I legally»eoiild do. I was compelled to adopt the course 
ot questioning the mooktear, as Mr. Larmour has nht condescended to com- 
municate with me in any way. By the mooktear’s statement it will be shown that 

lave nivanably told the ryots to sow indigo, and the mooktear acknowledges that 
1 have given every order that could be given in favour of his client. 

8. The mooktear states that it is his master’s present wish that I should reissue 
the order 1 gave in February, yet it was against' this order that Mr. Larmour 

N 3 . .appealed 
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Commissioner, No. 
156, dated 7 March 
1856. 

Ditto, No. 291, 
dated 19 May 1856. 
Ditto, No. 376, 
dated 30 June 
1856. 

Commissioner to 
Mr. Mangles, No. 
72, dated 4 June 
1856. 



102 


PAPERS RELATING TO 


appealed in such unmeasured terms. The mooktear also wishes that I should 
act as referee ; the ryots wish this also : it is de^irable for both parties that the 
dispute? should he settled, and therefore I am willijig to overlook Mr. Larniour’s 
conduct on tli<‘ previous occasion of iny cndeavoiirint^ to settle liis quarrel, and I 
will act as referee if he will give a written agreement to abide bv my decision. 
If lie cannot consent to this, it would be better to rejpr it to any other planter or 
planters that both sides may agree to. ^ 

9 The ryots are willing to sow, but those who have not taken advances don’t 
wish to do so, hut are willing lo sow witliout advances. I have taken the s'ate- 
menr of tlieoidy Charghat ryots 1 could find in court this morning to enable you 
to judge of the real cause of dispute. iMy experience of disputes lietwcen 
planUTs and ryots satisfies me that, in nim' cases out of ttm, it is not tlie (juestioii 
of ryots taking advances and not hilfilling tin ir contracts, hut the ryots refusing 
to hind theins(’lv( s to the faetor^ by taking advances at all, that causes the greater 
portion of these dispute?. You will see by tlu‘ statement of Aristullah that he 
and tiie other petitioners have not taken advances and won’t take advances, 
liny are willing, in consideration of Mr. Lannour being their izaradar, to sow 
ten eottalis lor every jilough they possess with indigo, and t()gi\<' Mr. jy.innour 
the indigo witlionr any ])aym(‘nt w.bateven*, anvtbing latlnn* than take' an advance 
xvliich wonkl bind them in alter years to llu' factory ; he sa\s he has not yet 
been paid for last year’s indigo, and the goinashtah rtfuscs to ])ay him unless he 
takes advances lor indigo. W ben atlvanc(*s are not given four bundles of indigo 
are taken tor fl;(‘ rnp(e; ea<di heegah produces on an average! i wcuity-four 
buiidhs; tin? r\ot, tin ndore, su|)|)o-ing him to he paid honestly without any 
dednetioiis (which however s - Idom happens), would get six rupees per heegah ; 
if ho sow('d tiu' saiiK' laud with tobacco he would gain, according to this year’s 
price, si\ty-tw^.) pen' hengah, and teihaeeo cannot he gi'e)W’n on the land which lias 
already givan a crop of indige), yr\ Mr. Maekeiizie rliinks llu'y niav as well sow 
indigo, as the land will he e;th(*r\vise^ fal!e)w till (.)e‘te>()er. After perusing these 
papens, ] ^-uhmit to yon that if I have shown favour te) either party, it has been 
to Mr. Larmour. II Mr. Lanjie)iir wdl cemu' here, t!ie rvots will all come too, 
nnd T can clie cr a settlemenlt of the disputes in tlire’c days. 


From ??. 7’ Jjirmoiir, L’^q., (Jeneral Mofnssil Manager for B. I. Comjiany, to 

the Commissioner of the Nnddea Division (Ne). 241), (lat(*d the :30th April 

1858. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of 2(]th instant, I have tli(‘ honour to state that you 
have received an impiession i(‘gnrdiiig tin* Charghat matter, which requires 
a f(wv lamiJirks lor vamr information. 

Th(‘ ryots of Charghat villages have* held advances and sown indigo last 
season, and (‘ver siiu’i' 1 have had charge of this concern, without any demur. 
The present difl(‘n‘n(*(! has h(‘en caused by tlu^ magistrate stopping my nnnisure- 
Tueiit of the villages, and the ryots take advantage of that order, and have been 
backed up in rd’usipg to fulfil their indigo (‘iigagements. 

The joint magistrate may statt‘ to you that it is not his intention to ruin 
my indigo season; the effect of liis (uders is undoulitedlv to do so; and under 
the cloak of pi eventing a breach of the jieai'e, my servants are prevented 
from going m ar tht! villag(S situated within BtyaJset. The joint magistrate’s 
proceedings an' an (;xaet repetition of what I sufi'ered at the hands of Moulvee 
Abdool Luteef, who used the law to encourage and protect the ryots in not 
sowing indigo, and my sole otfcnce has been to keep my promise with the 
2 emindar (so as to ensure inti a renewal of the Pyrnalmah), by measuring the 
villages. 

Tile joint imigistiate sends out his assistant to see if I intend any oppression 
towaixls the ryots ; he gets his report, and iiisknid of giving the ryots a repri- 
mand, he takes a similaf petition from them in rokaish, and calls upon me for 
a kyfeut ; any better proof of prejudiced feelings towards me oaa hardly be 
wanting, when it is known ryots only require a wink from u magistrate to" ruin 
the planter. 
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From A. Grate, Esq., Commissioner of the Nmlcloa Division, to the Jdut 
Magistrate of Baraset (No. 95), dated the (ith May #858. 

Sir, 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 280, dated the 29th 
ultimo, which I have shown to Mr. Lirmour, who had come in herc^ to see me 
on^thc subject of the Charghat case. I ha\c also gene through ihi' record of 
your pioceedings, which ae(*onipanied your letter, and have liad his mooktear s 
statement read out to Mr. Larmour, 

2. You are quite right, as Mr. Larmour fully admits, as regards tlie state of 
tlie law, and lie declares that lie lias never from the commencement thought of 
using compulsory meiisnres, with a view either to making rjots under obliga- 
tions fulfil tiunn, or to sowing their l.mds by means of his own pco])le. lie 
disclaims any employment (»f lalteals hy his a-si-tant, Mr. Raysen, and merely 
prot( sts against the police int* rfenence*, which has had tor one oi its coubcquences 
the encouragement of his ryots to pursue the course which they are now pursuing, 
for the first time, he says, for a series of years. 

3. Ihe question is a serious one for Mr. Lai niour, whose letter of to-day, embody- 
ing an extraet Iroin Mr. ILiyseids last repnrt to him, 1 now inclose in original. 
If the darogali has iiolified to the ryots in the terms represented hy Mr. Raysen, 
you should immediatelv , 011 i(eeij)t of this, rectify his notilicalion, which was an 
improper one. lie is not slationed at Charghat to jiroteet the ryots any more 
than he is there to protect the farmin’. The ryots should he told authoritatively 
that thyy should lullil their obligations, whatever they may be, and that those 
who fail to do so will take the cousequences. 

4. Mr. Tiarmour assures me that when he was liimself in (iiarghat, in Mareh» 
purtalling the nicasureineiit, there was not an objection or complaint raised. I 
am 1)01111(1 to say (hat }our order to the police to s4op lliat measurement was one 
which was in every way likely to foster discontent, and it may not be so easy 
now to allay it. You iiicui’ 1 espunsibilit.y if yju do •not exeit yourself to dispel 
the impression under wliieli the ryots are represented to labour, viz., that tliey 
liave your snjipoit m refusing to sow. • I request that yon will send me a copy 
ol the order which \on may issue to the daiogah ou receipt of this, and as every 
day is of importance you will be so good as to see that it is issued without an 
hour’s delay. 


From yl. Crote, E'^q., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to 
M. 2\ Larmour, Esq., General Mofussil Manager for B. L Co. (No. 55), 
dated the 8th May 1858. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the (Jtli instant, I beg to annex, for your information, 
extract paragraplis 2 and 3 from rny instructions of the same date to the joint 
magistrate of Ba^a^et, w ho, as I learn to day demi-ollieially^ w ill himself proceed 
to Chaighat on Monday next. I requi'st that you will be* good enough logo 
there and meet him, showing him, as yon liavc already assured me was the case, 
that an ameen and two khnlasees are the only factoiy servants of yours in the 
village. 


From Honourable A. Eden, Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the Commissioner 
of the Nuddea Division (No. 319), dated ’the Ctfi April 1859. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 80 , • dated 
31st ultimo, and to inform you that I immediately fetr warded a copy to the 
deputy magistrate of Metterhaut, requesting him to carry out your instructions. 

2. The 


72. 


• f^ec page 108 . 
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2. The intention and eficct of iny order was not in any way to interfere with 
any land upon v\^ich Mr. Larmour had any claim. Some ryots applied to me 
for protectitjn frmn Mr. Larmour, who they said was going to plough up their 
lands and sow them wiih indigo. Complaints of the same sort had been made to 
me by a number of the ryots on various dates, commencing from November last; 
they lienied having: made over their lands, directly or indirectly, to Mr. Larmour, 
except in so far as they were comj^elled to <lo so by me last year, when I went out by 
your order to assist Mr. Larmour. Under these circumstances, I am of opinion that 
1 am bound, as magistrate, to grant the rvots the protection they demand. Hut in 
giving this protection, I was careful not to interfere with any right that Mr. 
Larnionr might |) 0 ss( ss. 1 therefore inserted a condition that the protection was 
only to be given to those ryots whose lands waTe undoubtedly their own; and I 
snl)mit that where their lands are undoubtedly their own, they have a right 
to demand protection from the ainhorities in the event of any party endeavour- 
ing to forcibly dispo'-rsess them. In cases wliere there is a doubt about the 
lands being theirs, or where another party claims them as having been made 
over to liiin for indigo cultivation, and the ryots deny that they have made 
them over, either j)er(nanently or temporarily, the dispute can only be settled 
by an inquiry under Act IV. 1840 {vide (’onstriictions .‘185, 602, 651). But I 
never nndei stood before that Mr. Larmour did claim a right to sow any of 
these lands. No pottahs or other engagements w hatever have been filed in my 
court. 

3. With reference to the explanation called for in yotir 2d paragraph, I w'ould 
observe that, in my opinion, there is a very great dirterenee betw^een declining 
as magistrate to enforce a civil contracr, and intcTfering as magistrate to protect 
propel ty; the former is expressly forbidden in the regulations and constructions, 
and tlic latter enjoined. 

4. With reference to your remark regarding the allegation of Mr. Prestwich 
ami others, that I have imprudently allowed my subordinates to gather that I am 
opposed to the exisiing system of indigo cultivation, I would respectfully submit 
that I cannot be fairly caKed upon to answer such vague assertions. If Mr. 
Prestwich will make a specific statement of any conversation that I have had 
with any of tny subordinates, of which bethinks he has a right to complain, I 
shall he happy to explain anything that has passed. It seems to me, however, 
extraordinary that, if Mr! Prestwich considers me prejudiced, and believes that 
I liave influenc(‘f| niy subordinates to act contrary to the law, he should have 
applied so frequently lately for my interference, and have asked me to depute one 
of my suliordinates t(» adjust liis dispute with his ryots. 

5. It is nor v(*ry longago since Mr. Warner expressed graiificarion at the depu- 
tation of liiis very dej)iity magistrate to Metterhaut, as lie professed to consider 
that it would be beneficial to ihe interests of the concern. My subordinates have 
possibly observed tliat I am willing, to the best, of my ability and judgment, to 
afford even justice to all men, irrespective of class, calling, orcieed, but 1 cannot 
consider this a matter for reproach; my views of the indigo system, moreover, 
are on record in m); letter, No. 500, dated the 19th June 1858, to your address. 

1 see no reason to filter or niodily anything tliat I wrote there. 

6. In the 20th paragraph of that letter I pointed out what, in my opinion, 
were grave objections to merely giving an order to the darogah to keep tlie peace 
in indigo (li.spiite^. The police Jiivariably^cunstrue such order into an instruc- 
tion to assist the facl/^ry at ,the expense of the ryots, as the peace can be more 
easily kept by keeping down the ryots than by keeping the planter from aggres 
sing on the r\ot’s l:ind. Now I cannot believe that it is the duty of a magistrate 
to save liimself troubk? and annoyance by keeping the peace, when this can only 
be (lone by sacrificing the rights of tlic weaker party; the party, in fact, who have 
not the same powers and privileges of obtainiiiir a private hearing for their com- 
plaints against the local authorities that is accorded to their opponents. 

7. Again, I do not thiik that it is right to throw the whole responsibility upon 
my subordinates. I should not expect them to serve zealously if they found that 
I shii'k( d responsibility where influential [>arties were concerned, and threw it all 
upon their shoulders. Giving an order to keep the peace is throwing very great 
responsibility upon a subordmate ojfficer. He may either keep it by allowing the 

planter 
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planter forcibly to sow the lands of the ryots (as in the Hobmh case last year), 
or he may ^keep it, by preventing the planter*s servants and ploughs coining into 
the viUage. It is only by one of these, means that he can do what he is ordered 
to do, and it is placing too mucli responsibility in the darogah’s hands to leave 
it to him to determine which course he will adopt. The order which I gave, 
and to which you object, w'as, I think, clear and crmclusive, and strictly according 
to law, I have, however, as in duty bound, modified it in accordance with your 
views. 

JP. Since writing the above, I have received the deputy magistrate’s diary, 
in whicli, .speaking of these very villages, he says, as follows » 

Camped at Ghosepore, held office, and visited the villages, as in column 2d ; 
inquired into the particulars of indigo cultivation, on which it appeared that most 
part of the lands were sown with indigo seed.” This statement certainly does not 
agree with Mr. Larmour s statement, that he has been unable to sow his lands, 

N, jB. — C opy of the vernacular petition is herewith returned. 


From A. Grotc^ Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Joint 
Magistrate of Baraset (No. 90 Ct.), dated the 15tli April 1859. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter, No. 310, dated the 0th instant, I beg to point out that 
your order to the darogali implied, in the first place, an inquiry on his part us to 
what lands were, to use your own expression, undoubtedly the ryot’s own. The 
mode in which be was to act was to depend entirely on the result of this inquiry. 
This is surely throwing on the police darogahs the whole responsibility of action, 
a course which you rightly look on as very reprehensible. 

2. You say that it is enjoined on you, as magistrate, to protect property, 
whereas you are strictly forbidden to enl’orce a cifil contract. In this you are 
quite correct, but you should give the same answer to both parties. The planter 
complains to you that certain ryots, under advanc(!S, have refused to sow lands for 
which the advances wore made, and will probably o})pose the servants whom he ^ 
may send to see the lands sown ; you remind him that the ryots’ agreement is a 
civil contract, beyond your interference. The ryot complains tlwt the planter is 
about to cause lands to be sown which he has not given up to the factory ; you 
order the darogah to inquire whether tlie lands are undoubtedly the ryot’s bwn, 
and, if so, to protect him from being obliged to sow by the planter. In this you 
are, in my opinion, inconsistent. 

3. As you object to the order which I pointed out as the proper one for a peti- 

tion like that from the Chargat ryots (your only grounds of objection, however, 
being that the police invariably misconstrue such an order), and maintain that 
your own order was clear, conclusive, and strictly according to law, I have sub- 
mitted this correspondence for the consideration and ord( 4 rs of his Honour the 
‘Lieutenant Governor. • 


From J. H, Young, Esq., the Officiating Cordmissioner of the Nuddea Division, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengali (No. ^2 Ct.), dated AUipore, 
20th’April 1869. 

Sir, * • 

In continuation of my letter, No. 74 Ct., dated 15th instant, relative to certain 
points connected with the disputes between Mr. Larmour and his ryots, I beg to 
forward, for the information of Government, copy of a letter from the joint 
magistrate of Baraset, No. 349, of the 1 8th idem, bearing on the same subject. 





0 
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From the Joint Magistrate of Baraset to the Commwsioder of 
Division (No. 349), dated Camp Moneerompore, 18th April 

Sir, • , 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No, 90, dated 
16th instant, and as you have forwarded the correspondence to Government, I 
should feel obliged by your permitting me this opportunity of explaining what . 
you consider an inconsistency. 

2. You consider that by directing the police to protect the ryots in the lands 
that are undoubtedly their own, I throw the responsibility on the darogah of 
determining what lands are the ryot’s own. But I would submit that this js not in 
effect the ease, the lands which are undoubtedly ” the ryot’s own, would be such 
lands ns were admitted by all parties to be the ryot’s ; and that where the planter 
claimed the lands as having been made over to him, the very fact of his claim 
would tljrow a doubt on the ryot’s possession, which the darogah would report, 
and the dispute would then be decided under Act IV. of 1840. The mere fact 
of an assertion of a claim to the land by the planter would exclude it from the 
category oF lands wlilch were undoubtedly tlie ryot’s own; and tlius interpreting 
the order in the sense in whicli it was intended, and in the only fair way which 
it appears to me it could be interpreted, no responsibility was thrown upon the 
darogah. It must be borne in mind, that I at that tin^e in no way understood 
that Mr. Lannour claimed the lands as his own, neither does it appear from 
anything that has been before me yet that he even does so now, 

3. In rej)ly to your 2d para. I would remark, with every respect for your 
opinion, that I can see no inconsistency in my refusing to protect the planter’s 
servants, when they go “ to sec ” the lands of a ryot (stated to have taken advar>oes) 
sown with indigo against the ryot’s will, and in protecting a ryot whose claim to 
the land is undoubted when threatened with having his lands forcibly sown by 
the planter. 

4. In the first place, supposing the ryot has entered into an engagement 
voluntarily to sow indigo, which I thinlc Mr. Larmour will admit is rarely the 
case, this engagement gives the planter no right whatever to sow the lands 
through his own servants, in the event of the ryots refusing to fulfil his agree- 
ment. The ryot agrees that be will sow so many beegahs with indigo, not 
that the planter shall sow on liis lands ; the planter therefore has no right to 
send Ills servants “to see” tJiat unwilling ryots sow, for this can only mean 
to force them to sow ; and I think that I should, in the face of construction 
385, not be justified in affording the planter assistance under such circum- 
stances, for this would be to assert that the planter had certain rights which 
the ll<‘gulations and the rulings of the Upper Couits expressly declare that he 
has not ; on the other hand, in directing the police to protect the ryots from 
the forcible dispossession of “ lands which were undoubtedly their own,” and 
to which no one laid claim, I sliould merely be affording them that protection 
which they have an undoubted right to demand and expect, and which rights 
are in no svay depeiiA^nt upon a civil contract. 

5. It is with no w^ish to contest your orders that I have replied to your letter, 
but the (jucstion is one of vast importance to the people of this country, and I 
therefore trust that you will excuse my requesting you to forward this letter to 
Government in continuation of the previous corri^pondence. 


From A. iZ. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 3602), dated Fort William, tbe 2d June 
1859. 


Sir, 


With reference to your ofiSce letters, Nos. 74 and 82, dated the 16th and 20tl: 
April last, submitting correspondence relative to a difference of opinion between 
the joint magistrate of Baraset and yourself regarding the propriety of certaii 
instructions issued by Mr. Eden to one of his darogahs as to the way in vrMcl 

® *'• '''Iky 







be should deal with certain indigo disputes between Mr. Larmour and the ryots 
of the ChiMghiit Mehal, I am directed to request that you will forward for the 
Lieutenant Governor’s perusal your letter dated the 3l8t March last, to whicli Mr. 
Eden’s of the 6th April is a reply, and any other papers on which your said letter 
was grounded. 


From J. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of th^ Niiddea Division, to the Secretary to 

the Government of Bengal (No. 116 Ct.), Fort William, dated Allipore, the 6th 

June'iSSQ. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter. No. 3502, dated 2d instant, I beg to enclose in original 
my letter to the joint magistrate of Baraset, dated 31st March last, together 
with that from Mr. Larmour, with enclosures, on which my instructions were 
grounded. 

2. It is only this moment that I have seen Mr. Eden’s letter, dated 18th April, 
which was received in the office alter my departure on leave, and wliicli was for- 
warded to Government by Mr. Young on the 20tii idem. 

3. Notwithstanding the explanations in Mr. Eden’s 2d para., I maintain that 
the order which I objected to left the course to be pursued l)y the police darogah 
contingent on the result of a previous iiujuiry, viz., was the land, to use Sir. 
Eden’s own translations of his Bengallcc expression, “ undoubtedly the ryot’s 
own.” 

4. But this translation gives an incorrect idea of the real point at issue^ between 
the planter (in this, as in most cases, landlord also) and the ryot, and ot this Mr. 
Eden seems to be aware from the concluding sentence of his 2d para. Mr. 
Larmour had not disputed the fact of the lands beiyg the ryot’s own, but in per- 
formance of his part of the contract he had at the proper season sent his ])cople 
with indigo seed to get the ryot to perform his part of it. This is the usual 
practice all over the country, though Mr. Eden seems to think that the planter’s 
people have no right to be on the ground at all. The indigo crop, as Mr. Eden 
knows, is under the supervision of the factory from the time the seed is [lut into 
the ground, and is constantly visited by the planter and his servants till the season 
arrives for cutting' it. 

6. There is no doubt that Mr. Eden would not be justified in assisting a 
planter to sow against the ryot’s will, unless indeed his written contract with the 
latter reserved to the former a right to sow should the other fail to do so. This 
condition is rarely if ever introduced into contracts within this division, though 
the right in question is very often asserted by planters. In my report, No. 94, 
dated 19th August 1856, 1 pointed out that in order to put an end to the serious 
disputes which prevail at sowing and cutting seasons, it might be expedient to 
legalise tliis right and to make the planter responsible for Ijs exercise. 

6. While making the above remarks on Mr. Eden’s second letter, I consider 
that the latter bears rather on another part of an important and much-vexed 
question than on the single point which lies within my jurisdiction. If the joint 
magistrate misapplies the provisions of Act IV. of 1840, it will be for the session 
judge to correct him ; the same if he should efr in judgment when exercising 
his powers to punish. I have only to see that the police have not an unfair duty 
thrust upon them, but that they are used to prevent, if they can, actual dis- 
turbance of the peace, and if they cannot prevent, to alrest and bring to justice 
Aose who disturb it. 
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From A. Grote, Esq. to the Joint Magistrate of Baraset (No. 80 Ct*), dated 
Allipore, the aist March 1869. 

Sir, 

Mr. Larmour has handed me copies of the correspondence noted in the margin, 
with a letter, of which I append copy, and the enclosed unattested copy of a 
petition presented to you, bearing your order without date, referring the petition 
to the deputy magistrate of Metterhaut. 

2. I cannot approve of such an order being given to a police darogah as that 
which you have here directed ; and I cannot reconcile that particular passage of 
it, which I have underlined with pencil, with the non-interference principle which 
you profess in the concluding para, of your letter to Mr. Larmour. ’On this 
point I must request explanations. 

3. I think it very probable that the effect of the order to the Charghat darogah 
ha.s been, as Mr. Larmour represents, more especially if, as is alleged by Mr. 
Prestwich and others, you have imprudently allowed your subordinates to gather 
that you are opposed to the existing system of indigo planting; I request there- 
fore that the deputy magistrate may he instructed to make it known through the 
same darogah that it was not the intention of your first order that police protec- 
tion should be given to such ryots as had entered into engagements with the 
factory and are now on any pretext bolding back from their performance. 

4. I cannot help expressing* my disappointment to find you again falling into 
a mistake which 1 bad to correct last year. The proper order on such a petition 
as that of the Chargh.it ryots would have been a warning to the local police, that 
as there was dissatisfaetion with the faetory proceedings on the part of the ryots, 
they should be specially on the alert to prevent any threatened breach of the peace. 
The passage in the order actually issued, which I have above noticed, gives, on 
the contrary, as I read it, a dangerous latitude of discretion to the darogah. * 


C 


From 11. T, Larmour, Esfj., General Mofussil Manager for B. 1. Company, to the 
Commissioner ot Nudeiea, dated Mulnatli, 28 th March 186 J). 


Sir, 

With reference to iny interview with you on 16tli instant, as soon as the 
Courts opened on 21st instant I addressed a letter to the joint magistrate of 
Baraset, copy of which, with his reply, is annexed. 

Mr. Eden denies having passed any order at all on the petition of the ryots; 
in making such a statement he appears to have quite forgotten himself, as the 
copy of the ryot s petition, with the several orders thereon annexed, will prove. 
Mr. Eden may defend himself by saying he gave no direct order on the Kollingah 
darogah. 

The result of the order passed on the deputy magistrate has been that, after 
his remaining at Charghat for some days, two of the ryots put in petitions to say 
their lands had been forcibly sown. 

The whole of Mr. Ejen’s proceedings could not possibly show greater preju- 
dice and unfairness ; he knows perfectly well that I have never resorted to force, 
and that force to compel a number of villagers to sow indigo is an absurdity ; he 
has done all in his power to iflstigate the ryots not to sow indigo, and after the 
visit of the deputy magistrate to Charghat, conveying Mr. Eden’s feelings more 
pointedly to the ryots, I cannot hope to have the remainder of my lands sown 
unless redress comes from you. • 


, . 'I 
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TrakslatiOK of a Petition from Muneroodeen Mundle and others, dated let Chyte, 

‘ 1265, B.S. 

To the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, 

When the Charghat estate, consisting of Monza Nuj Charghat, Rosae Sohooah, Kola- 
tubar, and seven other Mouzahs in Per^unnah Ookrah, was purchased by Kammohun 
Banerjee, zemindar, he commenced measuring our Maurossee lands, with the view of raising 
the rents. But, on our ancestors objecting, the measurement was put a stop to by an order 
of the judge of Nuddea. Subsequently, when Baboo Eshwar Clninder Moostophee pur- 
chased this mehal, and during the time it was held on putnee tenure by Kj lasnath Bromo- 
charee, we were left in undisturbed possession of our lands,^ 

To our great misfortune, about two years ago, Mr. Larinour, manager of the Moelatce 
and other factories, took a lease of these villages, and demanded from us the expenses 
wbieh the izarali bad entailed upon him, as well as other cesses. As we refused to pay, he 
at once proceeded to measure our land, which he had no business to do. In this, however, 
he has been stojiped, by our petitioning the court. Still, in conscciuencc of the enmity which 
he has on this account conceived against us, our lives, honour and property have been with 
great difficulty preserved during the last few months. As an instance of his opjircssion, we 
may luention that we had sowed our lands with sugar-cane and tobacco, and' since congra- 
tulating ourselves on the fair prospects of our crop, when, on the 26th of Falgoon last, 
Dewan Nobin Chuncler Chowdry, of the Barrorea factory of Mr. Larniour, Kazimuddy 
Amec'u, Muloo Kholassee, and «rameeroodec Kholassee, accompanied hj 50 or 60 lAttials, 
armed with clubs, s])carri, and guns, and a Keranee Saheb on liorseback, came to our vil- 
lages, and having forcibly senzed us, like judgment debtors, vowed vengeance to us and to our 
families, if wc did not immediately sow our lands with indigo, and by forcibly bringing out 
the ploughs of some of the ryots from their houses, and by maltreating others by putting 
the ploughs on their necks, they got some of the lands cultivated with indigo. These 
pco})le^ow come daily 1o our villages, and with similar parade jiractiso oppressions. I he 
otipressions of the indigo planters are beyond description. They hav(i been mentioned in 
the “ Englishman,” “ Ilurkaru,” and other papers, and several jicople have written on the 
subject, but no one has been able fully to describe them. Several officers of Government 
have devised, and we hear that the (foverninent even now arc devising, measures with a 
view to check those oppressions. But Mr. Larmour heeds them not. lie has now adopted 
a plan by which he ho[)es to bring under his control some of the principal ryots of our 
tiirruir. by holding out to them ho])cs of employment. But* be this as it may, wc, poor 
ryots, find no means for the protection of our honour, lives, and |)ro[)crty. Police officers 
are posted for the preservation of the peace; yet even they dare not come forward at the 
critical time. We, therefore, j)ray that the huzoor will issue suitable orders to prevent 
the planters from forcibly sowing indigo in our lands, and to protect our lives and prof)crty. 
At the time we came to the huzoor, wc left our families in the houses of our friends re- 
siding in the neighbouring villages, and we do not know Wliat may have happened in our 
own villages during our absence. Wc solicit that early orders may bo passed for taking 
recognizances from the factory Dewan, Amecn, and Kholasecs. Wo never took any indigo 
advances iVom Mr. Larmour, and even for the indigo, wlfu^h, under the orders of the 
huzoor, we cultivated last year, Mr. Jjarmour has not paid us a cowree. Wc pray, there- 
fore, that suitable orders may be passed on our representation. 


First Order by the joint magistrate. — Since the ryots can sow in their lands whatever 
crop, they like, no one can, without their consent and by violence, sow any other crop. 

Ordered, therefore — • 

Tliat the original petition be sent to the deputy magistrate of Mettbrhaut, in order that 
ho may send a police officer to the ryots’ lands, to prevent any disturbances that are likely 
to ensue from any compulsory cultivation of their lands, and instruct him that, it the land 
is really that of the ryots, not to allow any one to interfeie with it. If the ryots wish to 
sow indigo, or anything else, the policeman will see that there is no disturbance. 

Second Order by the joint magistrate.— It is not specified in this petition on what ryot’s 
land, or upon what portions of his land, indigo has been sown. The ryots are, therefore, 
informed that if upon any person’s land indigo has been forcibly sown, that person is at 
liberty to present a separate petition on the subject to tlfe deputy magistrate of the Mct- 
^erhaut subdivision, and the deputy magistrate will pass orders upon it in due course. 

(irder by the deputy magistrate ^ 

Ordered, That, in accordance with the above, the darogah be directed to send the 
Thannah Mohurrir immediately to the spot. Dated 16th March 1859. 
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From iJ. T. Larmour, Esq., to the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, date^ Galctitta^ 

21st March 1859. 

Sir, 

Having received information that the ryots of Roosooe Sooloah and Kantal 
Bare, in Turuff Charghat, have presented a petition in your court that I wish to 
sow indigo forcibly in those villages, I have the honour to state that in no in- 
stance have I attempted forcibly to sow their lands. These ryots, with the other 
ei^ht villages of Charghat, made their accounts, took their advances, measured 
oft their lands, and until the contents of the roohokarree, issued in the case of 
the Ilobrah concern, in February last, were made generally known, these ryots 
showed no discontent. The effect of the roohokarree has been to make the ryots 
believe they will receive every encouragement from your court in not sowing 
indigo. 

I now address you with the hope you will be pleased to modify your order on 
the darogah of Kollingah thannali, so far that those ryots who have taken 
their advances should in common honesty fulfil their engagements, and that he 
will disabuse their minds as to the impression that you will countenance their 
breaking through their engagement of last year (when I withdrew from the 
measurement of the zemindaree) as well as this. 


From the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to R. Larmour, Esq., General Mofussil 

Manager for B. I. Company, Calcutta (No. 202), dated Camp Monnerampore, 

the 22(J March 1859. 

Sir, 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, and to 
inform you in reply, that the petition you allude to ivas referred to the deputy 
magistrate of Metterhaut, ia whose jurisdiction Charghat is situated. 

2. I must ()l)S(;rve that I fail to sec how any roohokarree connected with the 
Hobrah concern can have had any influence on your ryots, beyond letting them 
under.sland that ryots were not to be forced to sign contracts against their will. 
I must, however, remark that you arc mistaken in supposing your ryots showed 
no signs of discontent till February, ^’hey have complained to be in a body on 
several occasions of your oppression ; I however declined to receive general com- 
plaints of oppression, and informed them that if they had any specific complaint 
to make, they should do so in tire usual way. 

3. Tt is not in my l)Ower to comply with your request to modify any orders 
that I have given to the Kollingah darogah, for T find that I have issued no order 
at all. Cliarghat being in the subdivision of Metterhaut, you should in the first 
instance address yourself in the prescribed manner, by petition, to the officer in 
charge of the subdivision. If you have reason to believe that you suffer injus- 
tice from him, you have tlic hsnal ajipeal to the judge or myself; your commu- 
nications, however,* should be in the form of petition, and on stamped paper, as I 
do not consider that it is desirable to cany on a correspondence with a party to 
a suit in niy court on subjects connected with the case. 

4. In reply to your last paragraph, I heg to*rcmind you, that as magistrate, 
I have nothing to do* with cither the civil or moral obligations of the ryots to 
fulfil any engagements into which they may have entered. They receive no coun- 
tenance from me in not doing so, and have always been advised by me, whenever 
they have spoken to iftc on the subject, to fulfil all their engagements honestly, 
They, however, have invariably denied that they have entered voluntarily int(f 
any contract. In the case of their breaking any engagements, you of couirse 
have your remedy like q^hci' people in the civil court. 


, ■ ’ll®IGQ-:'«wkrrATK)N: ' ■ III 
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Frona At M. Young, Eiq., Secretary to the Grovernment of Bengal, to the 

Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 4616), dated the2l8t 

July 1869. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of the letters from your office, noted 
in the margin with their original enclosures, and 

in reply to communicate the following observa- 74 Ct., dated the isth April te. 

tions of the Lieutenant Governor on the question g;; eA VnfiVeoI 

which was referred by Mr. Grote for the orders of 
Government. 

2. It is not necessary, in disposing of this matter, to go further back than to 
the proceedings in 1859, out of which this reference has arisen. The facts of the 
•case appears to be these. 

3. Some ryots applied to Mr. Eden, the joint magistrate of Baraset, for pro- 
tection from Mr. Larmour, who, they said, was going to plough up their lands and 
sow them with indigo.” Complaints of the same sort had been before made to 
the magistrate by a number of ryots, on various dates commencing from Novem- 
ber last. On receiving the last complaint, Mr. Eden passed the following order, 
adciri ssed to the deputy magistrate of the subdivision : — Since the ryots can sow 
in their lands whatever crop they like, no one can, without their consent, and by 
violence, sow any other crop. Ordered, therefore, that the original petition be 
sent to the deputy magistrate of Metterhaut, in order that he may send police- 
men to the ryots’ lands to prevent any disturbances that are likely to ensue from 
any compulsory ciiUivatiou of their lands, and instruct them, that if the land is 
really that of tlie ryots, not to allow any one to interfere with it. If the ryots 
wish to sow indigo or anything else, the policeman will see that there is no 
disturbance.’' 

4. Mr. Larmour coinjdained of this order, alleging that the efioct of it had 
been to make the ryots believe that they would receive^ every encouiagemeiit from 
tile magistrate’s court “ in not sowing indigo,’’ for whicli some of them had 
received advances and contracted. 

5. Mr. Grote thought Mr. Larmonr’s remonstrance well founded, and dis- 
approved of the magistrate’s order above quoted. Mr. Grote does not maintain, 
at least he docs not in this correspondence assert, that Mr. Larmour can have 
had any riglitto compel the ryots by force to sow indigo, or any right himself to 
sow indigo on their land ; and he does not deny that disputes in such affairs are 
matters for settlement in the civil courts. But he objects to that part of the 
order by which the police are directed not to allow any one to interfere with the 
ryots in the cultivation of their land, if the land is undoubtedly that of the rvots, 
on the ground that this condition involves an inquiry by the darogah into the 
point of ownership, as his action is to depend entirely upon the result of such an 
inquiry. This, Mr. Grote says, is throwing on the darogah the entire responsi- 
bility of action, a course which he looks upon as "fcry repr^Jiensible. He con- 
siders the magistrate’s order inconsistent with the principle dh which Mr. Eden 
himself founds, which principle Mf. Grote, as his Honour understands him, does 
not contest, namely, that the contracts between indigo manufacturers and ryots 
for the cultivation and sale of indigo plant, when disputes arise between them on 
the ground of alleged breach E)y either party, are matters exclusively for the 
settlement of the civil courts^ and matters in whicir the magistracy and criminal 
courts have no jurisdiction, and with which the police have no riglit, and ought 
not, to interfere on one side or the other, any more *thaa in disputes about other 
civil contracts. Disapproving of the order on the above grounds, Mr. Grote 
instructed Mr. Eden to amend h^s order by making it known that it was not the 
intf^ntion of the order, “ that police protection should be given to such ryots as 
had entered into engagements with the factory, and wtre now on any pretext 
holding back from their performance.” Mr. Eden obeyed these instructions, but 
he supported the consistency and propriety of his own views, explaining that in 
ms^ter of fact the ryots in this case were undisputed owners of the laud^ and 
were in possession of it ; that Mr.. Larmour put forward no claim to it ; and t|;iat 
the order applied only to land in such circumstances. Mr. Eden has urged his 

' 7^ 0 4 point 
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point with much intelligence and force, Mr. Grote, ho^wever, adheres to his 
original view, and holds that all that ought to be required of the police, in cases 
of such complaints as those made to Mr. Eden in this case, is, that they are to 
prevent, if they can, actual disturbance of the peace; and if they cannot prevent 
(a breach of the peace), ‘‘to arrest and bring to justice those who disturb it.’^ 

6. It is to be observed, that it is not to be assumed that in the case out of 
which this discussion arose, Mr. Larmour, or his servants, acted in any way im- 
properly or illegally. Mr. Larmour has denied all intention to use force. 1 he 
general question in no way depends upon the merits of this particular dispute; 
it relates only to the course which the police ought to adopt, when such disputes 
as tliis arise. 

7. The question on which Government has to decide is, which of these two 

courses should be prescribed to the police, in disputes of this nature; the course 
of protecting the undoubted possessor of the land from the physical interference 
of strangers, who come upon the land, insisting that it shall be cultivated only 
with indigo, on tije allegation that the poss(‘ssor o/ tlie land has promised to 
cultivate a certain quantity of land wiih indigo, for sale to them at a fixed price ; 
or the course of announcing that no protection will be given against such phy- 
sical interference to ryots who are under engagements (for the cultivation and 
supply of indigo) with these strangers, and hold back from performing their 
engagements ; and of standing by until the dispute reaches the point of a breach 
of the peace, when whosoever breaks the peace is to be arrested, and sent to the 
magistrate to be punished. * 

8. This is a most important practical question, and the Lieutenant Governor 
thinks it is strange that it has not been authoritatively determined before now, 
as cases of the sort are of daily occurrence. On the one hand, the manufacturer 
of indigo dye, wijich is one of the staples of these provinces, affirms that if the 
rvots are protected by the police from such interference with their cultivation as 
is described, no indigo plant will be cultivated wherefrom he can manufacture 
the dvc. On the other hand, the ryot affirms that if he is unprotected, under 
such circumstances, be is ckprived of the use of his possessions, and sent to prison 
for resisting the trcsj)asscr. 

9. The Lieutenant Governor a^^sumes that Mr. Eden's principle, as above 

slated, is beyond all question the true exposition of the law of the mutter, as it 
stands ; and he cannot agree with Mr. Grote in tbinking that Mr. Eden's order , 
was inconsisrent with that principle. If Mr. Grob'.'s objection is well founded, 
it is beyond the province of tiie police, as throwing undue responsibility of action 
upon them, to protect any man in the possession of his property against force, if 
the force is exerted by persons wd)o allege promises in their ftivour. His argu- 
ment is, that in all sucli cases the duty of the police is to stand still, unless a 
breach of the peace is imminent; in that case, they are to prevent such breach, 
if they can, and, if they cannot, they are to arrest whomsoever they find in the 
act of fircaking thje peace. « 

10. It appears to the Lieutenant Governor that this doctrine is untenable. 
He cannot suppose riiat any one would think of maintaining it where the property 
in question is personal. If a traveller is passing along the highway, and is 
surrounded by men uho insist upon his delivering to them his purse out of his 
pocket, alleging that he had promised to do so, no one, the Lieutenant Governor 
believes, will maintain that a police darogah and. his men, who are paid to re- 
press all outrages, oijght to^stand by without interfering, on the ground that 
they cannot tell, without inquiry, whether the purse belongs to the passenger or 
not, and that, therefore, it is throwing too much responsibility upon the police 
to expect them to tak^ any action in the affair, until there is a breach of the 
peace. Even so the Lieutenant Governor doe^ not see how the police could 
escape the responsibility, eventually, of coming to a conclusion from the facts 
passing before their eyes, and taking a line of action founded upon that conclu- 
sion. For, suppose the^passenger to prepare to resist those who offer to take his 
purse, are the police to hold his hands for fear of the parties coming to blows; 
or if he do resist, and so a breach of the peace occurs, is he to be taken up for 
causing it ? That would be to act on the conclusion that the assailants had a 
right to force the purse out of the passenger’s possession. Or are the assailants 
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\6 belaken up? that would Me a line of action founded on the contrary con-. 
clarion. As ttjen the police must be driven at last into assuming the responsi- 
bility of coming to a rational conclusion, under the circumstances, as to whetlier 
the party resorting to force has a right to do so or not, what reason can there 
be to prohibit them from so acting at first, before any such calamity has 
happened ? 

11. The Lieutenant Governor is unable to see any differenee of principle when 
the case is one of forcible entry, which is no less an outrage, when without 
colour of law, than the forcible seizure of personal property ; and he believes 
that in any case unconnected with indigo, no one would question the propriety 
of the police interfering to protect a subject from such an outrage. Suppose the 
case reversed, and that these ryots, alleging tliui Mr. Larmour had promised to 
let them have the use of his houses and grounds, jiad entered that gentleman’s 
premises, and insisted on sowing his garden witli rice, or had taken possession 
of iiis factory to store their grain in it, the Lieutenant Governor doubts if 
Mr. Grote would hold that on Mr. Larmour’s call on the police for protection it 
would be throwing too much responsibility on the darogah to expect him to act 
on the conclusion that Mr. Larmour l;ad a right to such protection, under the 
circumstances. 

12. Indeed every public officer must act in the exercise of his proper func- 
tions on his own'responsi bility ; and he could not he relieved from that necessity 
without making him altogether useless. Nor is it easy to see a case in which the 
responsibility of forming a rational conclusion under the circumstances can be 
less than one in which a party pretending to no claim beyond wliat may or may 
not be a valid ground of civil action, and setting up no pretence of owner- 
ship, or possession, or right of possession, in a particular field, which field is 
known to be in the undisputed possession of another party, sends men upon 
that field to cause it to be sown with something the possessor of the field ob- 
jects to. 

• 

13. It is the course wliicli Mr. Grote has prescribed in the present case which 
appears to the Lieutenant Governor to be inconsistent with the principle above 
laitf down, and certainly to be open to the objection that it throws undue respon- 
sibility on the police, lly this course the police were prohibited from protecting, 
in the use of their own laud, such ryots as bad engagements with the factory, 
and were now “ on any pretext" holding back from the performance of their 
bargains. How is the darogah to ascertain whether the ryot has or has not 
made such an engagement r There is nothing in wliat passes before his eyes 
to show how that fact stands. He cannot know the fact, or form a rational guess 
on the point, without y«asi-judicial inquiry; and it is quite certain that he has 
no authority to enter into any such inquiry, and no power to obtain the evidence, 
without which no conclusion upon the question could be formed. Tiiis alone 
seems a fatal objection. 

14. There is, however, a still stronger objection to* this contse of proceeding, 
namely, its substantial injustice. Supposing the police darogah to be a proper 
functionary to tfy the question of the mutual civil obligations of tlie two parties; 
he is, by the proposed course of procedure, directed, as it were, to execute 
judgment in favour of the plaintii]^ it he decides the one issue of engagement or 

engagepient in his favour. The ryot may coi^ess the, engagement, and 
dill have many irresistible pleas to avoid the consequence the opposite party ' 
insists upon. Nevertheless, judgment is to be given and executed against him, 
wit^ut bearing one of his pleas or pretences, as' they rfre called. Such a system 
}f procedure would be unjust. ‘ 

16 . For .example, it is stated to be a common occurrence for a ryolt to say that , 
le is willing, aocordiog to his engagement, to sow so many* beegahs with indigo, 
ind that he; has land fit fiw the purpose, but th.it he is not willing to occupy bis 
leri land With that comparariTeiy unprofitable crop, as his best lapd is eapable Uf 
w^t .will he nuioy limes more rerautimrative to him. A fairer pha 
*Mis| he j^ooied » the^ course {KpM^ure laid ■ 
■■.•'J*',. ' . ' • dowa. . 
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down by Mr. Grote, w hicli, in fact, leaves the planter’s peons to select for indigo 
what fields they please, supported passively, to say the least, by t^e police. 

16. The Liutciiant Governor cannot but disapprove of a police order of this 
• character, 

17. Tlie truth is that disagreements of the character in question are by their 
very nature subjects tor judicial decision, which cannot be adjusted without 
fully hearing both parties. There is no doubt tliat as tlie law now stands the 
moonsiff ’s court, or the higher civil courts, are tlie only authorities who have 
lawful cognizance of them. To these courts, therefore, both parties should be 
left. If either party to the contract conceives himself to be wronged by the other, 
it is for him to sue the other party. In the supposed case, the indigo planter is 
the party conceiving himself wronged. It is for him, therefore, not to judge his 
own case, and to execute by liis own peons his own judgment in his own favour, 
but to sue the lyot in the civil court, where an impartial decision is possible. 
The ryot has a riglit to be protected against any other course. 

18. It may be that it w^ould be well if speedier means existed of getting the 
case adjudged, and specific performance judicially ordered, or substantial damages 
awarded, than the moonsiff's courts afford. But to introduce, in effect, into the 
system of procedure in such cases the action of a power which cannot form a 
judgment on the quCvStion in dispute, and does not pretend to do so, is to* take a 
step wliich certainly is not a stej) in the right direction. 

19. In Ins letter of the 6tli ultimo, Mr. Grole makes some remarks, from which 
the Lieutenant Governor infers that he is not sure that “ the usual practice all 
over the country ” in regard to the cultivation of indigo is supported by law. But 
anything is supported by law to which all parties interested agree. If the ryots 
agree to such minute iuterference vuth tlieir crop as is described, all* is as it should 
be ; but whenevcT both parties ’do not agree, neither can he allowed to go beyond 
his lawful rights, whatcvei they may be. 

20. It would be greatly to be lamented if anything should check indigo culti- 
vation, so long as it is a* wholesome commercial enterprise. But it cannot be 
supported at the expense of justice ; and no wliolesome trade requires such sup- 
port. ’ If the cultivation be, as it must be ])resumcd to be, and certainly as it 
ought to be, for the mutual advantage of both the producer and the purchaser of 
the plant, it is not very easy to see why one party sliould be less eager for it 
than the other. If the ryot finds that on certain sorts of land, at the price offered 
Ijiin for indigo plant, that cultivation pays him better than any other ; if he finds 
tliat when he cultivates indigo lie is no less secure from ill-treatment than other 
people of his class, and if the peons and native servants of the factory are not 
allowed to harass him, so as to disgust him with the business, the manufacturer 
should be in no difficulty. In such a wholesome state of things he should have 
no more law suits to engage in, and should have no more cause cither to fear or 
to hope from llic mterfereiice of the magistrate and the police than any other 
mati engaged in fair trade. It is this wholesome state of things which should be 
encouraged. But if llie case be otherwise in any particular district, or with 
any particular planter, the obvious inference is, that either indigo is not 
naturally suited to that place, or that the remedy is in the hands*, not of the police, 
but of the indigo manulactyrer liimself. 

21. The original [tapers received with your office letters under reply are here* 
with returned, a copy being kept for record in this office. 
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From A. R. Young^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 4930), dated the 9th 
August 1859. 


Sir, 

With reference to the correspondence noted on the margin, I am directed to 
inform you that the Lieutenant Governor, being 
desirous to have before him furtlKu* information 
relative to the system on which indigo cultivation 
is carried on in Bengal, requests that you will have 
collected, and submit with UvS little delay as possible, 
any cr)rrespondence there may be in your office 
containing either facts illustrative of the system or 
the views and opinions of offictus in the division who liave given their attention 
to the subject. 


Fiom Cniumi8siniifr of Nuddea, Xo. 74 Ct., dated 16lh April 
lri59, with eiiclojurt*s. 

From Officiiitinj; C(Mnniiss.ioi)er of Nuddea, No. 82Ct., dated 
20t!» April I SSO, with enclosures. 

To Coiiiinisisioner of Nmldc.i, No, 3502, dated 2d June IH.'iO. 
From ComiMssioiKT of Nuddea, No. 110 (a., dated CtU Juno 
l8.)9 with ei)C'l)>^uii.‘S. 

I<> OfRiiiitmg (’uiiiinissloner ol Nuddea, No. 4516, dated 2nt 
July If- .50. 


From A. GrofCy Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal (No. 14lCt.), dated lln^ 7tli November 1859. 


Sir, 

In reply to your letter, No. 4939, dated 9th August last, I beg to submit, in 
original, the correspondence noted in the margin,* 
which, but for other pressing duries, would have 
been laid before Government last year in con- 
Imuation of the reportf on the same subject, which 
1 made on the 19th August 1850. No orders were 
ever passed on this report, and the object of my 
second call on the magistrates of the indigo districts 
was to enable me hy means of a supplement to it to draw again the attention of 
Government to a most iiiipoitant (|Ucstioii. 


Majfisirate ol AJoorshedabad, No. 451, dated 15th ]\x\j 1858. 
Majiistraff of Nuddea, No. 216, dated 2Gth July 1858, with 
two enclosuri’s. 

Magistrate of J^araset, No. 600, dated 19th June 1858. 
Magtstmto of Jev^ore, No. 424, dated 29th July 1858, with an 
en« losuio. 

•t No. 91. 


2. In the interim a case occurred in Baiaset in wliich I had to amend what I 
considered to be a mistaken order issued to his police by the joint magistrate of 
that district ; and as he adhered to the view wdiich led to his order, I thought it 
due to an inteHigent and zealous officer to lay his objections to my proceedings 
bcfoie Government. This reference has been disposed of during my absence 
from the office, and its purport, even if it W(!re not for your [iresent call, assures 
me that the great question which I reported on three years ago has at last been 
taken up in earnest. 


3. Bi fore remarking on the enclosures now forwarded, I shall a.sk permission 
to make one respectful observation on paragraph 7 of your letter, No. 4516, 
dated 21st July last, just referred to. The question which I intended to put to 
Government, in my reference in Mr. Larrnours ca^e, was not llfat which is defined 
in tliiit paragraph. 1 did mean to say that my order was that which Mr. Eden 
should have issued in the first instance, or, in the words of your letter, that the 
course of announcing that no protection should be given to ryots against physical 
interference, &c., was that which* Mr. Eden sliould have adojjted. My order was 
necessary and justifiable only as corrective of the riusimpression which had been 
produced by the previous order of Mr. Eden. The question, as I wished to 
submit it, was whether Mr. Eden was right in the tewns of his order, which wore 
conditional, or whether he should have refrained irora using buch terms. 


4. I now proceed to notice the Magistrates’ reports. 

6 Baraset. — Mr. Eden refers in his opening paragraph to the first Cliarghat 
dispute in 1868, the correspondence regarding which was submitted to Govern- 
ment for perusal with my letter, Nos74Ct. and 116 Ct., dated respectively I5th 
April and 6th June last. The features of this dispute were in the main similar 
to those of the last which the Lieutenant Governor disposed of, in your letter above 
quoted. In my opinion, tlie magistrate’s orders interfered with Mr. Larmour’s 
72, P 2 • exercise 
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exercise of his powers as a landholder, and requited modification. In this, as in 
the last Chary^hat case, this corrective order of mine went beyond what wad called 
for by the state of ihe case as it came originally before the magistrate. 

6. In the paragraphs which follow, Mr. Eden refers to the Hobrah case, some 
particulars of which have also been before bis Honour the Lieutenant Governor, 
on the petition of Mr. Prestwich. The factory party appear here to have been 
entirely in the wrong, though the police declared otherwise. 1 note here an* 
expression of Mr. Eden which charges the police generally with partiality towards 
the planter, 

7. Mr. Eden then goes into the general question of the indigo system, whicli 
I reserve for notice presently. 

8. Nuddea. — Mr. Cockerell reports, that no serious disputes occurred in his 
district during the sowing seasons of 1857-58 ; 45 cases altogether had occurred 
in the two years connected with indigo cultivation ; 29 of these were complaints 
by ryots, and in the majority of these, as of the others, the prosecutions failed. 
In the eight cases which proceeded to conviction, the ryots were punished in two ; 
tlieir landholders, as instigators against the planter, in two ; and in four cases, one 
or both parties were bound down to keep the peace. 

9. Aloonhedabad and Jessore . — In neither of these districts had any serious 
disturbances occurred. Two partial affrays took place in the Magoorah sub- 
division of Jessore, and the Magistrate’s enclosed statement shows, that a great 
many petitions against planters’ pioceedings, and vice versa, had heen presented, 
in tlie same subdivision. Unfortunately the return does not show the result of 
inquiry into these complaints. 

10. On the whole, tlie sowdng seasons of the three past years have gone off 
quietly i.n this division. The magistrate was known to be on the alert in the 
three districts in wliich dispuies generally occur. In Moorsitedabad the Messfs. 
Watson liavc scarcely a rival factory to contend with, and their large zemindaree 
interests enable them to carry any point with their tenantry. 

11. This practice of planters taking leases from the landholders has lately 
prevailed in Nuddea, and is being extended as much as possible to Jessore, By 
this means the planter gets rid of the local influence which he supposed to be 
nlways opposed to his factory interests, and concentrates it in himself.^ Largo 
sums by way of bonus are given by many planters for these leases, and in some 
cases (Cliowrasce, for instance, in Baraset, which is held by the Hobrah concern) 
the rent which they engage to pay under the lease is Ijigher tjian the known 
Mofussil rental. 

12. There can be no doubt that the comparatively few affrays which arc 
reported now are due in a great measure to the withdrawal from the field held 
by the indigo concern of this adverse landholder interest, though in some mea- 
sure also to the establishment of subdivisions, and to improved efficiency of our 
police. The ryot, knowing the various means of annoyance in the hands of a 
planter landholder, is disposed to comply with the latter’s wishes, and will 
engage to grow plant for him, though protesting perhaps, while taking the 
factory seed, that he would much prefer to sow rice. In thus complying, he 
peihajjs dtcliiies the proffered advance from the factory, under the idea that his 
acceptance of it will gel him into trouble; perhaps it is convenient to liim to 
take it, as he obtains it witliout interest. In no case, I quite believe, does the 
ryot deliherat ly gi^nv indigo under tlie impression that the crop will yield hiin 
profit, and in many he grows it without reckoning on obtaining a return even of 
the rent which he has to pa^ for the land. 

13. And that some degree of compulsion was exercised in the first days of the 
introduction of the manufacture into this country is to be implied, I think, from 
the t nor of the rules embodied in Regulation XXXIII. of 1706. The rig'ht of 
the Khoodkhast ryot t« grow, or to refrain from growing, the plant, at his own 

pleasure, 


• *'TJhe Burkundazes were helping the factory, as the’police always do when deputy 
the peace.” ^ 
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pleasure, is there proclaillffed in a manner that suggests the presumption that he. 
had not in the four years of experience at Benares at all events been treated as a 
free apnt. From the mention made in this law, however, of the Bengal system 
of indigo cultivation, it would appear to have been one entirely of contract w ith 
the ryots, a system which Government then and have since encouraged. See 
Section III. Regulation XX. of 1812, enjoining the registry of indigo contracts, 
and Regulation Vf. of 1823, which, recognising the advance system, and the 
reasonableness of giving the planter a lien on the crop, for the production of 
which he advances, supplies him with the means of obtaining summary redress 
for evasions or breaches of contract on the part of the ryots. 

14. Why this summary remedy proved insufficient can only be conjectured, 
but that it did so is announced in the preamble of Regulation V. of 1830, when 
breach of indigo contract was declared to be a misdemeanor, and subject to the 
penalties prescribed in Section V. Regulation VII. of 1810. Instigators to such 
breach were to be jointly liable with the contracting ryots ; but while these 
stringent provisions were enacted for enforcing the performance* of his contract, 
a mode of extricating himself summarily from arbitrary claims made on him by 
the factory was provided for the ryot, Section V. 

. Tiiis course is still open to him, though he is no longer punishable for mis- 
demeanor for not performing his contract. 

16. I believe these summary remedies* have rarely been resorted to either by 
planter or ryot. Suits under both the above laws had to be instituted at the Sudder 
stations, for there were no local courts competent to entertain them till 1831. 

The process, too, was probably costly, and not always successful. Whatever may UegulaUon V. 

be the cause of these provisions being inoperative, it is ceitain that the planter 

has ihc means of indemnifying himself for loss of indigo crop to the extent of the 

evading ryot’s property, and that the unwilling cultivator may deposit in Court 

any balance due from him under an expired contract, and relieve himself of all 

obligation to tin; factory, 

1C. Mr. Eden, it will be seen, holds extreme views on the subject of the exist- 
ing contract system, lie holds that these contracts arc not boni Jide, and that it 
is only by means of oppression and compulsion that the planter succeeds in 
obtaining any indigo. There is, I remark, a great deal of bold assertion in 
Mr. Eden's statements. It is difficult to believe that the large produce of the 
districts of this division would be raised so quietly as it is were his description 
of the system a correct one. 80 far as my experience goes, I pronounce it in- 
coirect. 

17. 1 can believe that, under the practice of taking leases which now obtains, 
the planter does not lay the same stress as lie Ibrmerly did on having written 
contracts from his ryots. He relics on liis zemindaree influence to get his plant 
sown when the season comes round, and if he has ordinary tact, this influence 
would be quite sufficient. The same influence exerted hy a native zemindar 
enables him to indemnify himself through his tenantry for many a ilisliurseracnt 
incurred, such as payments of fines, marriage fees, &c, It is an influence which 
is gradually on the wane, and which will be well nigh ‘brought to an end by 
Act X. of 1859, if the instruments for working this law effectually be made 
readily available. 

18. Many planters urge tliat they would rather not be landholders, if they 
had but the means of enforcing the performance fiy the ryots of their contracts. 

It will be seen from some of the enclosures of Mr. Cockerell’s Report, that the 
necessity for securing leases of estates at heavy expenditure is alluded to as a 
grievance. I venture to doubt the sincerity of tthis allusion, in these days of 
high market prices for agricultural produce no planter ‘would And it possible to 
strike a bargain with a ryot for growing indigo who did not offer far better terms 
than it has been the custom hitherto to offer. 

19. ’Mr. Cockerell takes a justcr and more impartial vie,w of the planter’s posi- 
tion than Mr, Eden. He is not opposed to the re-enactment'of the rescinded 
Sections of Regulation V. of 1830. Mr. Molony is in' favour of a suggestion 
which was thrown out for discussion, rather than deliberately recommended for 
adoption, in my report of 1859, viz. the extension of the planter’s lien on the land 
to actual occupancy if necenary. In itheir petition to the Legislative Council of 

78. P3 . 



PAPERS RELATING TO 


nS 

last year, the planters have extracted paragraphs 18, #4, and part of 15 from my 
letter in question, in support of their statement of grievances, and as indicating 
the mode in M'hich these should be redressed ; but assuredly I did not intend 
that what had occurred to me as offering a partial remedy to obvious deficiencies 
in tlie existing law could be with justice applied off-hand. Such* a provision 
could not indeed safely be applied at all, if plausible grounds offered for doubting 
generally, as Mr. Eden docs, the genuine character of the contract. 

20. The penai provisions for breach of contmet, under Regulation VII. of 1819, 
have now been extended to the Presidency Towns by Act XIII. of 1869, for all 
fraudulent breaches of contract by artificers, workmen, and labourers under 
advanct^s. The pleas for this extension, as tlie preamble to the Act states, are 
the loss and inconvenience whicli has been sustained by manufacturers, tradesmen, 
and otlicirs, and the insufficiency of remedy by suit in the civil courts for reco- 
very of damages. These are exactly the pleas urged by the planters for an 

extension of similar provisions to fraudulent breaches of indigo contracts. 

# 

21. I am strongly in favour of giving every encouragement within reasonable 
limits to the manufacturers of indigo, and I am convinced, notwithstanding the 
strong assertions that have been made to the contrary, that they ai'e by no 
means tlie unpopular class represented in Mr. Eden’s Repoit. “ It would indeed,-^’ 
as his honour lias justly remarked in paragraph 20 of his letter referred to above, 
‘^be greatly to be lamented if anythiftg should check indigo cultivation and, 
feeling this, I earnestly hope that the effect of the orders conveyed in that letter 
may not, by misinterpretation on the part of the district police authorities, be 
unfavourable to planting enterprise. 


From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division* to the Magistrates 
of Jessore, Moorshedabad, Nuddea, and Baraset (No. 30), dated the 17th 
May 1868. 

Sir, 

Rkfeuring to your office letter, noted in the margin, in reply to my call, 

No. 425, dated 17th July 1866. ^ request the favour of your report- 

No. 672, dated 24 th July 1856 . ing on any disturbances connected with the sowing of indigo which 
No. 178, dated 15th July 1856. may have occurred in your district during the two seasons which 
No. 376, dated 30th June 1850. have since passed 

2. I shall be glad also to have the benefit of any remarks vvhicli may occur to 
you on the annexed extract (paragraph 12 to end) from my report to Governinent 
on that occasion, us I am about to draw the attention of GoveiUment again to 
the subject. 


From FT. C. Spencer, Esq., Officiating Magistrate, Moorshedabad, to A. Grote, Esc^.f 

Commissioner of llie Nuddea Division (No. 461), dated the 15th July 1858. 

Sir, 

With refeivnct' to your letter, No, 30, dated the 17th May last, I have the 
honour to report, for your information, that nothing worthy of the name of a 
disturbance connected with the* sowing of indigo has occurred during the tsvo 
seasons referred to, as I hav(! been fortunate enough to nip in the bud any dis- 
putes which seemed likely to occur, 

2. With advertence to your 2d paragraph, I beg to submit the fol lowing 
remarks : — No one can, I think, doubt the necessity for legislation on this subject, 
for, until some law be passed, planters will still continue to take the law into 
their own hands, and affrays will always be liablqto occur in consequence; but 
it is easier to point oift an evil tbau suggest a ?emedy. The interests of the 
planters appear to demand that some summary powers should be vested in thqm 
by law ; but I would not go so far. as to recommend the adoption of tlie principte. , 
of summary occupancy of the land by the planter hu his own respoiisibility. ThO; 
principle is a new one in legislation on con tracts of such a eommerciai cjiaractei? 
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ae those between a plantei^nd a ryot, who probably holds his land on some' tem- 
porary afireeraenfc from some other zemindar and ‘it is almost an invasion of a 
zemindar s rights. Two liens on one piece of ground are dangerous privileges to 
grant. Imagine a zemindar insisting on distraining tlie indigo crop on the very 
day that the planter sends to cut it, or imagine contending planters, eacli liolding 
a lien on il)e same croj), and tlie zemindar asserting his at the same time. 1 only 
gi^e these as the most obvious instances, but hundreds of others would suggest 
themselves to a native zeniimiar, wlio cyuld oitlier compel or was secure of'^tlu' 
co-operati(m of his ryots. 

3. Another ohjection is, that the power of occupancy in the lands of an out- 
sider is in itself an irritating species of authority to be avoided if possible. Its 
exeicise is very apt to rouse a ryot to rcsi.stance, even against his better reason. 
The 'ery .best lilies baimot prevent* by the Gomashta of a factory under any 
summary process, but the powers tliu^ given them will rouse tlniir inventive 
faculties to tlie highest point. 1 he propoS(*d clause exceeds in its summary 
character the laws ut distraint, and sale; lor even under these laws the zemin- 
dar can oTily attach ; he eaunot take what he demands, and leaves the ryot to 
recover it; and for my, own part, I cannot wish to see the principle of the.He 
laws extended in this connlrv, even under European management, if better 
means can he demised. 

4. Neither do I think that planter.s themselves as a body demand siieli a laroe 
accession of power. It is often insisted on as neces.sary, but this is partly owing 
to their pre.sent habit of taking possession of tlieir rights, law or no law. The 
same demand is made by every one wjio finds himself cheated right and left. 
The only dirteronee in thus case is, that it is a question of time, a few hours 
making all the differonco in the execution or breach of the contract. I should, 
nevertheless, prefer to see sneli eontracts generally executed under a compulsory 
penal enactment than by the arbitrary agency • of the oi her party. There is a 
general objection to sucli ponalties as that proposed, viz. that it, renders one party 
at least very careh'ss after tlie contiact is signed, and is only a slight incentive to 
honesty in all eases, whilst in many it is tlie very reverse, more particularly so 
in the case of Bengali ryots. 

0. I am not sure that the pl.uiters would, in ptactice, thank us for the power 
given. They would prefer a law which compelled a ryot to work in his own 
field himsell, for klianiar cultivation does not pay them. I can very well imagine 
every ryot in a zemindaree ordered to abstain from sowing on the critical day 
(the order would involve no great risk). Could the planter on such a sudden 
notice sow the whole of the laiid.s himself? But if each ryot knew that a month’s 
imprisonment hangs over him, such evasions would ho rare. I find, on inquiry, 
that most jilanters in this part of the country lime only asked for the summary 
punishment of the ryots, appearing to have been sati.s’fied with the working of 
Regulation V. of 1830 ; and I cannot help thinking tliat a year's experience of a 
similar penal law would base a better elfect 011 ryots for tin; future than tlie * 
granting to the planter of the lien proposed, with tin's advantage, that the land 
is left entirely in the ryot’s owm hands, being merely compflled to fulfil in person 
his own promise. We shouhl thus know how far the iiev law is made of use. 
In the other case we could only hear how far it was abused, and probably not 
that completely. 

6. I do not, however, see ayy reasonable objection to giving the planter a ri'^ht 
of occupancy till the crop be cut by a decree of .court, tyhenever he may tliinic 
it necessary to apply for such power. A planter has generally some inkling of 
the plans of his ryots, and in ordinary cases could, by this means, protect himself 
from loss ; but, in order to ensure this more efficiently, vlty should not a magis- 
trate, pending the decision of a case, be empowered, when an expected inundation 
or other cause render it advisable, to give the crop to the planter, on cash or 
other good secority being deposited, calculated according to the average value of 
indigo, it the crop is ready to be cut, or when the tft'op has only been lately 
sOirn, and not ready for cutting, a sufficient sum to ensure it from wilful injury, 
apd in order to protect the planter against the danger of a ryot refusing to fulfil 
hia engagement jnst at sowing time ; a register might he kepj at the magistrate’s 
cou^, and the court of his sob-divisional subordinates, in which to- register all 
ind^ contracts between a plaanbeFanid a>ryet, a sipali fee being taken to defray 
•7*' p 4 , the 
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the expense of keeping up the books, &c. ; for, though by this the work of the 
offices would be slightly increased, I feel sure that the results would be beneficial, 
as in that case the registry would be primd facie evidence of the existence 
of the contract, and all that would have to be determined would be whether 
the contract had been fulfilled or not, in which there could not be very much 
difficulty ; and every non-fulfilment of contract should be punished summarilv, 
as recommended above, 

7. 1 have had much other business to perform lately, and the subject itself 
is one which required some consideration and inquiry; I trust therefore you 
will excuse the delay which has occurred in replying to your letter. 


From F. li. Cocherdl, Esq., Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Commissioner of the 
Wuddea Division (No. 240), dated 26 July 1858. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report on the subject of your letter. No. 00, of the 17th 
May last. • 

2. There have been no disturbances involving any actual breach of the peace 
regarding indigo sowing during the seasons 18r)7-.')8, within this district. 

A • 

3. The number'of cases connected with this subject, instituted in iheFoujdaree 

courts throughout the district during these seasons, has been in tfie year 1867 
29 cases, in the present year 16. Of the former, nine cases were instituted by 
the zemindar or his local agent, three by tlie pluntor, und 17 by the ryot. The 
prosecution in nearly the whole number fell to the ground, it appeariniz from the 
records that in two cases only was it found necessary to take steps to bring the 
defendants into court, and in those two cases both parties vvcre bound down to 
keep the peace for short periods in light personal recognizrflices. It is worthy 
of notice also that in 14 of the 29 cases the planters were natives, in 15, Euro* 
peans. , 

4. Of the latter (or the 16 cases instituted during the present year), 12 were 
instituted by the ryots and four by the planters : the prosecution in nine out of 
the 12, and one out of the four cases, fell to the ground ; in one case the ryots 
were sentenced to fine or imprisonment for instituting a false and vexatious com- 
plaint at the instigation of the zemindar; in another case certain ryots of Kish- 
topore were imprisoned for committing a violent assault on the faciory gomaslitah 
when he came to look after the sowings ; in a third both jjarties w^ere bound over 
10 keep the peace; in two other cases the zemindar was convicted of instigating 
llie ryots to oppose the planters, and bound over in personal recognizance to keep 
the peace; and in the sixth ca-e a factory gomaslitah was required to furnish 

personal security wdth the same object. 

• 

5. Scarcely any accurate conclusion can be arrived at as regards the sufficiency 
or otherwise of the existing law, as it affects the relations between planter and 
ryot, from these statistics, for the planter, has generall}^ found it necessary to ac- 
quire zemindarec rights wherever his indigo manufaciuring line of operations 
extended, and thus again, a power of exacting the fulfilment of their contracts by 
the ryots who take his advances, which the present state of the law^ fails to afford 
him ; and throughout this district nearly all the indjgo planters are for the most 

part their own zemindars. 

« • 

fl. On the subject of the remarks extracted from your letter to Government, 
and forwarded with your letter under acknowledgment, 1 have, as directed, com- 
municated with those gentlemen engaged in the cultivation of indigo in this dis- 
trict, whose long experience ot the working of the present system and chief 
interest in the subject must necessarily give weight to their opinion on any pro* 
posed ameliorftUoh of the existing law. 

7. Mr. Larmoqr considers that the best remedy for the present practically un* 
protected. state of the planter, in his dealings with the ryots, who receive hi* 
advance for sowing indigo, would be afforded by placing the enforcement of the' 
contract within the jifrisdtction of the magistrate's court, as by the provision* of 
Regulation VII. of 1819 tilts enforcement of the' performance of a cod^Biit ffir;ai!j^ ’ 



other fepfecific work already lies. Why/ says Mr. Larmour, should the planter 
be the only contractor unprotected by the powex* to institute summary process in 
the magistrate’s court, the only kind of summary process that would prove effec- 
the in operation in the case of indigo producing contracts? ” He considers that 
the present mode of redfess afforded to the planter through a civil summary suit 
altogether useless, and a means that, in this district at least, is never resorted to. 
He further urges tlie expediency of re-enacting some such legal provisions as, 
under Section III. Regulation V. of 1830, rendered the instigator to a breach oi‘ 
contract for producing indigo liable to the penalties of fine or imprisonment. A 
hostile zemindar’s power, in the present stale of the law, to injure and embarrass 
the planter with impunity, by instigating his ryots, or indeed compelling them, to 
evade the performance of their contracts, is, Mr. Larmour considers, pci haps the 
greatest evil the planter has to contend with. He cites, as an instance, the case 
of Sham Chunder Pall Chowdliurree, who, coming into possession of the pro- 
prietary right of an estate of which he (Mr. Larmour) holds the putnee, failed in 
his attempt to obtain through the civil courts the annulment of the putnee 
tenure, actually summoned his ryots of another estate who had been in the habit 
of receiving Mr. Larmoui’s advances for producing indigo, and took from them 
personal recognizances in various amounts, binding them down not to sow a 
beegah of land lor the Bengal Indigo Company. 

8. Mr. Savi is of opinion that what is most required is the power to obtain bv 
summary process, in the magistrate’s court, a lien upon the land for the sowing of 
which advances are proved to have been made. He also takes the same view as 
Mr. Larmour regarding the urgent want of some legal provision that shall render 
the instigator to a breach of contract criminally responsible. The ryot, he con- 
siders, if left to himself, would comparaiively rarely evade the performance of his 
contract, and that it is the arbitrary influence of the hostile zemindar in the 
majority of cases which makes the ryot who has received advances refractory. 

9. Mr. Tissendie also points out the utter ineflScacy of the remedy afforded to 
the planter against the ryot evading his contract through the civil courts, and 
urges that necessity has C()m|)elled the planter ficquently to have recourse to 
arbitrary measures to enforce his rights, the maintenance of which the present 
state of law is practically insufficient to guarantee ; he considers that, to make 
the law effective in this respect, the evasion of contracts to produce indigo must 
be treated as a criminal offence. 

10. The other gentlemen whom I consulted have replied to my communication 
in a joint letter, copy of which I annex for your information, as the most forcible 
and concise expression of their views on this all-importaiit subject. 

11. No bettor argument can be adduced of the insufficiency of the civil courts 
to afford redress to the planter, against the ryot evading his contract, than the 
generally asserted fact that recourse is never had to those courts to obtain redress 
in such cases. The generally expressed opinion is, that summary process in the 
magistrate’s court alone affords a remedy applicable to the circumstances of the 
case, and the issue which it contains appears to me unanswerable, “Why should 
the breach of all other contracts for a specific work be treated as a misdemeanor, 
and the person refusing to cultivate indigo, for the labour expended on wiiich he 
has received advances, be held amenable to the civil court only? ” • If theoreti- 
cally the enforcement of a civil contract by penal enactments l)e regarded as 
wrong in principle, the theory, if at all, should he uniformly adopted ; the cir- 
cumstances of the country which rendered it expedient to treat the artizan failing 
to perform his contract as a misdemeanant, are no less applicable to the refractory 
cultivator, who pockets the money advanced to him for producing a certain quan- 
tity. of indigo and subsequently refuses to meet hw engagement. 

' 12. I think that the re-enactment of the rescinded sections of Regulation V. 
of 1880 , or tlm framing a new law, that shall embrace the several suggestions 
conveyed in the communications of the indigo plai:y:eT8, as above-mentioned, 
accompanied hy such restrictions for the protection of the ryotas Regulation VII. 
of 1818 contains inTemrd tO; other contracts, is much required, and that the in- 
troduptioUwOf ^me^su^ i^feasure would have a very saluUu*^ effect in all indigo^ 
gyp wing distriw* .woujld give jutiisdiQtioi^ magistrate’s court fo the 

e^tjdnt of entertaining all spite instituted to enforce the performance by 
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the ryot of his contract to produce a certain quantity of indigo; both at the time 
of sowing the seed and cutting the plant* The magistrate efeouW be emportwed 
to order the land to be sown, or the plant to be delivered, for the benefit df die 
person making the advances. If the ryot should prove recusant, and elect to 
undergo the penalty for non-fulfilment of contract, the planter should, I think, 
be guarded against the loss of his crop by obtaining in such ease a lien on the 
land to the extent of producing thereon the crops for which he is proved to have 
made advances. Such penalties also should be provided for the offence of instil 
gating a ryot to evade his contract as would servo to secure the person making 
advances for the cultivation of indigo from the mischievous effects of the ill-will 
of a zemindar. On the other liand, if the breach of contracts of this nature is 
to become a criminal ofl'ence, these contracts must be of a more spe<!ific and 
definite character than I take to be the prevailing custom at the present time — 
they must be written, and the conditions specific c^s regards the amount of cash 
advance, the quantity of indigo to be produced, and the extent and identity of 
the land upon which it is to be growii. T w^oidd limit the period of contract, to 
three years, and if some inexpensive mode of registration of such contracts could 
be adopted it would give a more bom/ Jide character to the transaction. Unless 
the contract could be shown to be of the specific nature above-mentioned, the 
suit instituted to enforce the performance of it would be rejected, as, whilst it is • 
doubtless expedient to provide some effective summary process by which the 
planter may legally enforce the fulfilment of the contract, care must be taken to 
ascertain that the engagement which the ryot has failed to perform was volun- 
tarily entered into by him, and that its conditions were clearly laid down and 
understood by the contracting party. The remedy through the civil courts is 
practically no less insufficient for the protection of the ryot in one sense than for 
(he planter in another. Practically the ryot who has once taken advances for the 
cultivation of indigo is held to be under a perpetual engagernerit to produce so 
much indigo, or it may be an increu'^ed quantity from time^to time; he has not 
the option of continuing or abandoning ihe cultivation of the plant, as he may ' 
.find most profitable to himself. Whilst therefore it is expedient to afford legd 
protection, in the only way in which, under the circumstances of the case, it can 
prove effective to the planter, care must be taken that the ryot is not made 
criminally liable for the performance of a contract which he did not undertake of 
his own free will. 


13. At Mr. Forlong’s request I take this opportunity of forwarding a statement 
with which he has favoured me, showing the proportion of lands appropriated to 
the cultivation of indigo and other produce throughout the w^hole estates of 
Messrs. Hills and Conqrany in this district. 


From W- Forlong, F. Maclayan, E. Roberts, J. White, J.W. Smith, H. Sibbald, 
and J, Burrell, Esqrs., to F. R. Cockerell, Esq., Magistrate, Zillah Nuddea, 
dated 30 June 185^. 

Dear Sir, * 

We duly received your letter of the 6th instant, which would have met with 
more immediate atteniion from us had not soipe of us been from home, and in 
place also of each addressing you separately, we lipve thought it better to offer 
pur united opinions relative to^the important suggestions made by the Commis- 
sioner in his letter to the Government of Bengal, No. 94, dated 19th August 
2 ^ 96 . 

2. We are glad to seefthat the Commissioner confesses that the law is deficient 

ih the way of affording the planters redress, when the, ryot is guilty of a breach 
of his CQitlract with him to sow the land for w^hich he had duly recei'vod 
advance. This indeed ig the chief grievance of which the planter has 40 
ooTn|dain in conducting his business; and surely the legislature might At 
some proper solutiirti ot tliis difficulty by an Act that would fdrly protect;i)0*6i 
the planter and the ^ v. 

3. We wrote the Cemmissioner relative to the repeal of BegulatiohS^* 

in as for as it relates ^to its two most important Seciiras, II 
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but are not aw^ure that these clauses were. repealed from any reason save that 
It w» thought to visit tlic breach of a civil coutracl with penal con- 

sequences; nothing in the working of the Act proved that it had operated 
oppressively, but, on the contrary it is well known that the then Governor 
General, Lord William Beutinck, looked upon the Act as one of the must bene- 
ficial he had passed, and that its operation had proved most satisfactory. Tlie 
Act, we are aware, was regarded with anything but approval by the home Govern- 
ment ; but Lord William, seeing how favourable its practical results were, refused 
to adopt the opinions of those who, uninformed as to the circumstances which 
made duch an Act necessary, could only prove that in law it was theoretically 
wrong, and that the broach of the civil contracts between the planter and ilie 
ryot could only justify cjvil proceedings on the part of the fornier against the 
latter, and which proceedings, in a country like this, and with such a crop as 
indigo, left the planter practioally witliout any redress whatever. 


4 . The Act was repealed vve think in 1 835 , shortly after Lord VV’ illiam Bentinck 
left India, and since that titne the planter has been absolutely without any redress 
when ryots have been guilty of a breach of their engagements with him, a state 
of things which has only forced upon the planter an immense expenditure to 
secure tlic cession to him of zemiiidaree rights, so as to leave him not quite so 
much at the mercy of either the law or ryot. The Commissioner justly observes 
that redress through the civil courts is subject to so much delay, and in many 
respects is so inoperative that he doubts whether planters have recourse to the law 
at all as it now stands ; such doubts may indeed in this district be reduced to a 
certainty, for no planter ever thinks of taking such a step to recover his just due 
against any ryot. 


5 . With refcretiecto the suggestions of the Commissioner, that some summary 
process should be cr( ated so as to compel the ryot to act up to his engagement 
with the planter, wc tlrank him for the same, but unless such redress is to be 
obtained tliroimha matrist rate’s court it would btj fruitless : in a Mounsitrs Court 
few planters would think of piocccding against a ryot in the hope of gaming 
lands of which the ryot was conspiring to deprive Jiim. 

I'o give the planter the riglit hy a summary process, ihrough the magistrate's 
court, to the occupancy of the land for which he had advanced, for the time 
being, for liis indigo crop, would undoubtedly be beneficial, and an Act which 
would greatly tend to putting a stop to disputes about indigo cultivation, and 
also make the ryot much less at the mercy of influential parties opposed to the 
planter, who so often, for selfish objects of their own, induce the ryots to evade 
their engagements with the factory. ' Against such parties also the planter ought 
to have some summary criminal redress. Any Act would be most incomplete 
in only punishing the ryot for breach of contract, leaving unscathed the very 
parties under wliose coercion he had acted in so doing. Every planter could 
ofler numerous instances of ryots having been compelled against their wu‘ll to 
break their engagements with him ; and wlien such conspiracy to injure can be 
brought clearly home to any party, the law should enable the magistrate to take 
up the case as a serious misdemeanor, and puiiish the same accordingly, 

6. Wc might now make some remarks as to what the Cpmmissioner observes 

relative to unpopularity of the indigo crop, and we think that \ye could easily 
show that, as regards this district at any rale, there has been great exaggeration 
as to the dislike of the ryot to cultivate indigo. We believe many are under the 
impression that the planters im Nuddea have almost a monopoly of the lands for 
indigo cultivation, and that the same acts as a gveat burden on the population 
generally, the truth being that not a third of the population of the district is 
connected with indigo, and we believe that even in the zemindarees held by 
planters, not above one-fifth or une-sixth portion eff the lands are in any instance 
cultivated for indigo, and generally a much smaller proportion. We may add 
also, that not above five |)cr cent, of the area of the district is at all given up fi)r 
indigo purposes^ . . 

Thii aObj^ot^ however, would lead to.the present coftimunication extending to 
too great a len^b, and* we must therefore leave it for some future opporttfbity. 


t. 
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Abstract of the Cultivated and Uncultivated Lands, Crops, Population, &c,, in the Villages -ubip* 
stituting the Neech indipore, Katcheekatta, Hurrah Sonadah and Nundunpo^e Conchas, 


In the five Concerns there are 32 Factories comprising 467 Villages, of which 304 Villages afe held in Putnce Talook 

or in izara. 


9,51.775 

50,153 

5,24,539 

1,30,789 

94.290 I 


Beegahi, of which 7,49,018 beegahs are cultivated, and 2,02,157 
beegahs uncultivated. . 

HonseSt inhabited by 2,73,542 people, averaging 5|- per bouse, %iyjj| 
in the proportion of 1,22,375 Hindoos to 1,51,167 Mahomedans. 

Beegahs, of whidi two-thirds are again available for cold weathw 
crops sown irt October, such as linseed, wheat, gram, peppcf, 
sur«ah, teal, &c., &c., i^c. 


I 


7.411,(118 


Beegahs, of which 76,215 beegahs are cultivated by ryots, and 
18,075 beegahs neezubad or factory private cultivation. 


5,24,539 

3,02,295 

1,30,789 

94,290 


Beegahs rice, averaging say 3 maunds jier beegah, and 
present value in rhe Bazaar 1. 8. per maund - 
Beegahs, or two-thirds of the above rice cultivation in 
oil seed crops, &c., &c., as above, and averaging about 
3 maunds per beegah; estimated present value 2.4. 
per maund - . 

Beegahs for cold weather crops, averaging 3 maunds, per 
beegah, and value at present - - - - « 

Beegahs, cultivated for indigo, producing this season 
3,000 mds., or 40 mds. per 1,000 beegahs, factory 
measure, equal to 1,250 beegahs zemindaree measure, 
present value 220 per md. - - . - 

Total value of produce from the above lands - 


[Total value. 
Co.'s Rs, 


23,60,425 

20,40,491 

8,82,825 

6,60,000 

50,43,741 


Proportion also of the indigo cultivation by ryots, not including the factory 
private land, one anna four pie to the total land. 

Ditto, the same to the total cultivated, one anna eight pie. 


Total lands attached to the 467 villages - 
Total dwelling-houses ' - 
Total lands cultivated for rice 


Lands cultivated by the Ryots for other 
crop, such as tobacco, sugar-cane, pep- 
per, mulbury, &c , &c. 

Total lands cultivated for indigo - 

Total Beegahs - - - 


Estimated value of crops from the above 
cultivated lauds. 

Again . • . 


Again 

Again 


Proportion of the indigo cultivation to 
the total lauds, one anna, nine pie. 
Ditto, to the total cultivated lands, two ans. 

Population of the Neechindipore Concern 
,, Katchikatta ,, 

,, Nundunpore ,, 

,, Hurrah „ 

,, Sonadah ,, 

Total Population - - - 


85,699 

No, of indigo ryots 

»t >1 

8,235 

1,06,760 

1 5,741 

37,331 

»t ** 

1 1,878 

30,761 

♦» )♦ 

2,150 

12,991 

„ 

L047 

2,73,512 

Indigo ryota - - 

19,057 


Proportion of value of the indigo 
produced to the other crops, about 
two annas. 

Estimated rent receivable from 
the above 467 village^, about 6 lacs 
GO thousand. 

Proportion of rent on the value of 
the crops produced, une-ninth. 

The indigo crop only occupies the 
land for half tho year, as, imme» 
diately the crop is cut in August, the 
land i*? available for a cold weather 
crop, or is left by the ryots for a 
crop of indigo seed. 


Each representing one house, and showing at 5i| per house, rather more then one- 
third of the population interested in indigo. 


(signed) Jf\ Farlang. 


iTom the HonouraBle A. Eden, Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the Commis- 
sioner of the Nuddea Division (No. •'iOO), dated 19 June 1858 , 

Sir, ^ 

In reply to your letter No. 30, of the 17th ultimo, calling for a report on any 
disturbances connectea with the sowing of indigo which have occurred in my 
district during the last two seasons, I have the honour to report that during the 
season of 1857 we had^no dispute at all worth recording. There were a few 
misunderstandings between Mr. Hampton and his ryots, which were all amicably 

This year there have been two disputes, I can hardly call them disturbances; 
the first was the Charghat case, whiclt-f has been fully reported to ypilj and 
regarding whiep much correspondence' has passed between ns, and with resffSct 
to the rights of which case I believe we entertain very different ppiniphS^, B 
will suffice to say that a dispute arose <jb|[tween Mr., barmour and his ryots 
ing bis tight as dur-izaradar on a short lease to measure the ryots’ lands, 
view to increase their junoqia. ' 



The question, however, was settled out of court by Mr. Lartnotir’s a-reeine 
to measure if hts ryots would sow indigo for hjm ; bi.th parties agreed' and 
the ryots took advances from him. After ihey had done so, Mr. Larniour wished 
to get released from his part in the agreement, and appealed to you. Tlic rvots 
evidently thought this unlair, and complained to me. To punish (hem ter com- 
plaining, Mr. Larmour's servants committed great oppression, marking all their 

TOSt lands and levying cesses. A serious adray appeared to he impending’. I 
deputea a darogah to keep the peace. Mr. Larmour considered that) this was 
preventing tlie ryots from sowing, and complained to you to 
1 *’ appeared to be of Ids opinion, and directed me to the cliect, 

That the darogali is not there; to protect the rvots any more than he was there 
to protect the farmer; the ryots should be told' authoritatively that they should 
lu fil their obligHtioms whatever they niay he, and those who fail to do so will 
take the consequence.” 

2. I accordingly, in pursuance of your wishes, went to Charghat, and the 

ryots sowed two beegahs ter every plough they possessed, without any dis- 
turbance. ■’ 

3. The next case I reported to you in my letter No. 431, dated 7th June 1858 

after investigating it myself in the Mofossil. This case might have led to a 
.serious disturbance. The Baraset Indigo Concern has this year sown very much 
more than it has ever sown before for years without the slightest disturbance, 
until after the sowings were properly all over; then, from some unaccountable 
causes, Mr. Hampton sent his sudder Keminclaree amlah to sow the lauds in 
villages with which the factory had had no dealing? for years. These amlah 
collected some 200 ploughs, and ploughed up all the best lands of two villages, 
rice crop included, and sowed indigo: for the greater portion. of these lands 
no attempt or excuse is made, ter some of the lands claimants are brought 
forward from other villages, hut the men do not make the slightest attempt 
to establish any claim, and three of these false claimants actually complained 
to me that they had been ordered to claim tlie lands under threats of a fine 
of 30 rupees each, and applied for protection from ‘my court, as they did not 
wish to do so. The otlier claimants have all run away, and never came 
near me when I was in the mofossil investigating the case. Mr. Cockburn, 
the assistant; who in Mr. Hampton’s absence acted for him, did not, ‘l am 
bound to say .attempt to screen the factory people by any false witnesses or claims. 
He accompanied me over all the lands, and acknowledged that the oppression 
had been very' great. ‘ ^ 

4. In one village the ryots turned out and drove the factory people off the 
lands, and beat them slightly, and are charged with having confined two 
police burkundaozes. This latter fact, however, I do not credit. The bur- 
kundauzes were helping the factory as the police always do when deputed to 
keep the peace, and were in my opinion instigated to make this complaint by 
the tectory amlah. However, 1 believe that in the crowd they took the bur- 
kundaiizes off to the village and let them go again, their object being to induce 
them to give evidence on their side. I instructed the ryots that they might 
do what they liked with the crop, with the exception of a small piece claimed 
by a man who says lie has advances from the factory, but from tlie mofussil 
investigation I am satisfied that this man has nothing whatever to do with 
the lands. The case is now under investigation. The factory proceedings on 
this occasion will tend very muoli to reduce the factory sowings next year. ^ 

5. As regards the extract of your letter to Gove’rnment* forwarded with the 

letter under reply, I beg to remark that, although in my opinion it is very 
objectionable that the police and criminal courts sliould take cognizance of and 
have jurisdiction in mere mercantile transactions, such a *3 enforcing the fulfil- 
ment of contracts to cultivate particular, crops, yet the planters would be 
entitled , to ask for a more summary and satisfactory process than they have 
at present if such a, .thing as a real bond fide contract to cultivate indigo 
existed. . • 

6. itilbrdmtion derived from planters and ryots of every djstrict, regmdlng 

wlticn { bavd an inquiries# I am perfidy satined 

■ '■ _thrt . 



that C6iitracts, i. e., engagements Toluntarily enti^red isto W both p«ftie« l<n’;t^e‘ 
purpose of mutual benefit, are almost entirely unknown. The inaniier in 
the so-called contracts are made is as follows : — , ■ 

The blacksmith of each village furnishes the planter with a list of every plough 
in thewillage. The owners of the ploughs are then sent for into the factory, and 
are informed that they will have to sow a certain amount of Imid, generally' t;wi> 
beegabs for each plough. This estimate being made, each man receives 
2 rupees per beegab advance, whether willing or not ; from this 2 annas are 
deducted, or in some cases subsequently charged to the ryot’s indigo accounts for 
stamps. The ryot then signs his name on stamped paper, generally blank, and‘ 
this is called a contract. No particular spot of land is mentioned even where the 
paper is filled up; it is generally considered preferable by “ high planters” that 
the papers should be kept entirely blank, so that whenever the ryot demurs to 
obey a factory order, he is brought to submission by a threat of filling up his 
stanjjwd papers as a lieavy promissory note. I have heard this threat made use 
of more than once myself. 

7. The only men who ever go to the factories willingly for advances are those 
' who go openly with the intention of defrauding either the planter or the ryot. 

These are the middlemtu, generally prosperous ryots, who have a number of 
jotedars under them. When in want of money for a law-suit or any other pur- 
pose they go to the planter who gives a large advance, but this man never sows 
a cottali of indigo himself ; he makes all his jotedars sow five cottahs or a begah, 
and thus produces the requisite quantity of plant, sends it all to the factory in his 
own name, and takes the price himself, arid never pays a farthing to the jotedar 
who has actually grown the plant. The planter never op{>resse8 these men, as 
they have too much influence, and they are the only men who really ever make 
money from tlie fiictorics, except the amlah. In nearly every village in the 
indigo-growing portion of this district one pucca house may be seen, the history 
of its owner will h(^ nearly always found to be such as 1 have rt'latcd above. 
There is another class who come for advances. These are men of notoriously 
bad character whose sole intention is to get money to defraud the factory. If 
the planter chooses to give advances to such men, he must run the risk without 
o.xpecting aid of the police, I he ikgra Bank, or any other commercial house, 
might as reasoiiablv demand the assistance ot the police to recovei money 
advanced without sufficient security. 

8. I should quite agree with the remarks contained in your letter to Goverii- 
ineiit if tlicsc rontracts were willingly entered into, hut as I am perfectly con- 
vinced that they are not, I think that the less summary the process to compel 
their fulfilment the better. If these contracts were willingly made by the ryots, 
tire iilaiiter would have little cause to have reconree to any court at all. The 
whole of the crops in Bengal are grown under advances, yet we never hear of 
the mahajuiis complaining that the ryot wont sow his rice, or jute, or tobacco 
crop ; the reason is, that they sow their crop on what land they like, and sell it 
at the market price. Hyots have .been known to get 'over 100 rupees pet 
heegah from their tobacco crop this year. The average of an indigo crop is two per, 
heegah, that is 10 jfuiidles, at 6 bundles for the rupee ; at the very highest rate 
known the crop never exceeds 26 bundles, which would give 6 rupees, from 
which the ad\anee, the price of seed an^ cultivation are to be deducted, for the 
price never varies ; there is no market price. Ihe mere fact of the way in which 
the ryots dediver their plant when cot is sufficiqpt to show the spirit in which it 
is sown. They nev«r lake jt to the factory themselves. They cut it and send 
it in, and make no inquiries about it. They are quite indifferent as to wh^ 
amount has been credited to them. They know that if they have sent eiwmgu 
to pay their advances 4;wice* over, care will be taken to IcaTO.a balance in wC. 
favour of the factory, so that there will be a hold over them for the- ne^ 

The planter’s sole object is not to recover his advances, but to prevent th«f 
recovery. I believe that there is scarcely a ryot in Bengal who vrotild not pay 
up his advances to-mfirrow if it would exempt him from future caltivatt<^ ot 
indigo. ' ' 

d If the planter vraa to py a fair price for his plapt, apd, 009 
iBunerate the lyot, there ia no reason why be ihoold be lesa wiUin|' 



ttoti 1 ^]^ Otber €^. requim so little (^e; it require 

»eidi^ ^rigfttioQ nqr 

>P 10. There are other reafions which render the cultivation of indigo so uii- 
thsit the ryot is constantly sent for to the factory regarding his 
JO ; if he does not bribe the ameens, his indigo is reported as dirty. Twenty 
or 30 coolies are then sent to weed it, and the expense is charged to the ryof s 
account; this is very unsatisfactory for the ryots, but satisfactory for the f)Ianter. 
It increases the ryot's debt, and is another link in his chains. 

11. After be has made the so-called contract, the ameens come to mark his 
land and enter it in the chitta. They of course choose the very best land the 
man possesses, and generally select one or two plots manured for tobacco, or 
else close to his house, to prevent witich lie has to pay the arneen a bribe equal 
to, three or four times the value of tlie indigo he will grow. Again, although 
the planter is generally the izaradar also, he never remits the rent of the land 
which is under cultivation for him, and he insists upon the indigo land being 
changed every year, so that the same crop may not be sown on the same lana 
twice running. All this annoys and irritates the ryots. 

12. If planters want indigo they^must make up their minds to pay for it. 
There is no reason that I can discover whv a planter should not take a juaiiua 
of each plot of land that he requires. This would settle all disputes at once; 
the expense would be no more than it is now, as a staia)ve(l paper is taken every 
year from the ryots, but all such pottahs should be registered, and I think for 
indigo contracts a lower rate of registration fee might be allowed, such as allow- 
ing the wdiole lands of a village to be registered in one paper. The cost would 
be tiifling, and the ryot Avouhi not then deny that he had given the land and 
made a contract, but even then they would frequently have to make contracts 
under coercion ; the planter being also tbe landlord has the ryots so entirely in 
his hands. The real cause of the oppression in indigo cultivation arises from 
this combination. Again, the oppression of the factory servants is beyond de- 
scription. They ai^e generally selected for their uiisfriipulous character ; very 
frequently a troublesome educated nyot opposes the factory mer(‘ly that he may 
obtain emplovment by being brought over with an appointment at the factory. 
He then turns against the ryots whom he first instigated to opposition. Many 
of them are retired or discharged mooktears employed for their known powers of 
chicanery and getting up cas( s, teaching false witnesses, &e. .They are all under- 
paid, and it is an understood thing that they are to collect what they can from 
the ryots. One of the great causes of complaint of the Charghat ryots to Mr. 
Larmour was the gress oppression exercised by his naib in collecting illegal 
cesses from them under the head of parbunnti, Mr. Larmour refused altogether 
to enteitain such complaints, as it was an established custom ; in fact, if the ryots 
did not pay the servants, the factory would have to do so. 

13. In Messrs. Watson’s establishment, it used to be, and I believe is still, the 
custom only to pay servants’ wages on the average of the crop ; thus, if the indigo 
crop avei’aged six bundles per beegah, they received six months’ pay; eight 
biKudles, eight months’, &c. As the crop rarely exceeds ten ‘ bundles, the men 
scarcely ever receive a year’s pay : they of course make the ryots pay the differ* 
ence. Lut perhaps the principal cause of disputes regarding sowing, is the total 
inaccessibility of the planter to tb*e ryot. In the greater number of the factories 
of Bengal, the ryots can never gq and complain to the planter of the oppression 
of Ims subordinates. Every complaint comes through, the amjah, and the planter 

.is guided entirely by the amlah’s report. The planters are in the haljit of 
, expatiating of their superior knowledge of the condition and sentiments' of the 
Bongailees from being so constantly in communicatiod withAhem, but an inejuiry 
w6^ ptove that, so far from this being the case, there is no elass in India so 
indfet^ssihle to their own ryots as tbe planters. 

'^'1% tho ytyots dare not , go to a factory, unjeis prelected by a letter from 

the n^gistr'ate. Ryots frequently cOrae to me and asK for a letter stating their 
<ausn of thus get an interview with the planter. Both 

to above, 

case, :ta(i#kn4 ft)* letters 

lO^liill^ssrs. I^rtimur ffamp^n. In first case, they went to Mn)nathi ^nd 

' ‘ ^ Q"4' '■ ^ 
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Mr. WiDpkOur would hot see ther^, although 
ttow indigo tor him ; all he satd^was, ‘Met the ryots go honie|j.'!^a& 
ryots ^ifterwards said to me, ‘‘ if he had only abused uS, it would :;haye, bsesft4i)^^ 
thing.’* Mr. Hampton also believed his naib> statement, that, the 
were turbulent characters, and instead of Settling the dispute atid! sowing his. 
indigo quietly, he was led into the forcible sowing already reportod.' Witen I 
was at Charghat, on the border of Nuddea district*, a number of ryots cahie^to 
me, and asked me to represent their case to the magistrate of Nuddea. ' On 
ing them why they diti not go into Nuddea, or to Mr. Larmour, they said'that 
they could not speak to Mr. Larmour if they went to him, atid that thWwhole 
district f)elonged to him, and they could not get to Nuddea without being stopped 
and brought hack by the factory servants. Of the merits of their cases, I know 
nothing, as it u as no part of my duty to inquire. 


15. I think the present laws are ample protection for the present systepi of 
cultivation, whicii deserves no protection, . The reason why tne planters have 
not recourse to the civil courts is, that they have no proofs and no Written ionA 
fide contracts. Tlie Baraset concern professes to have advances due for many 
thousand rupees, but they have no proof whatever in support of their claim^ 
They have no one to blame but themselves. that their accounts and settlements 
have been conducted in such a slovenly way. It appears to me outrageous, that 
they should look to the police to recover balances whicli they are unable to sub- 
stantiate in a court of justice, and it must be remembered that the present 
balances are all founded on these old arrears and their interest. On the sale of 
a factory, these advances arc not, I imagine, paid for by the new purchaser: he 
therefore has no claim on them. A very small portion of these balances of old 
advances are actual money paid by the factory : they arise from the system of 
making up accounts. 


16. The planters in general will, I believe, admit the hardship of the present 
system as regards the cultivator, and acknowledge that if a remunerative price 
were paid, the ryots would willingly sow indigo as they do other crops on advance 
received from the native linahajuns. But they argue that “ if we were to pay a 
higher price, the indigo would not pay, arid if we did not give advances, we 
should ha^e no hold over the ryot, and he would take his plant into the market, 
and competition would then raise the price to such an extent as vvould prevent 
the manufacture of indigo being carried on.’* This is an evil that would, in my 
opinion, cure itself^for the planter would not give a pice that would not remune- 
rate him. Tlie rise in price would therefore have a limit. But whether it pa^s 
or not, appears to me a matter of secondary consideration. Government cannot 
be expected to keep up a system of forced cultivation, and a forced market, to 
make the fortunes of a few huud/ed Europeans at the expense of millions of 
natives. The question appears to resolve itself into this: which is of the most 
importance, that a certain quantity of a particular blue dye should be annually 
exported, or that a great and daily increasing cause of discontent and misery to 
the whole agricultural population of Bengal should be removed ? ’ That this dis- 
content is increasing, and is the constant topic of conversation amongst every 
class of natives, <»a*nnot be denied by those who have an opportunity of jhdging 
of the real feelings of the natives; and I believe that this feeling has be<?n'’Very 
much enhanced by an idea that the Government is determined to uphold the 
planter against the ryot; and I think that there is cause to view with consider- 
able alarm, the enactment of any measure whicl^ will encourage the belief tl»at 
the planter will h& investeni with more summary powers. If there is any *diflSi- 
;culty in sowing indigo in this country in a fair, honest, and legal way, it will be. 
. surely better that the cultivation of rindigo should be lieft for Aftica^nd ^tber. 

countries, where it cun be ^produced without oppressing tha people ; thej*| is! an 
umple field for speculators and capitalists to invest their nipney jin otlierj 
in this country, which would mutually benefit them and the 

17. I jquite think that some change in the law is requisite, , although Mpubt 
whethewt slmuld be,: under present pitcumstaiices, in iavqm; ot 

at present, as I pointed out in my report of the 17th May 
is ncquently placed in the awkward ppsitiqh Of haying 
tions of his executive superior i^oriUg the rulings ofms 
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18 . In the case of deputy magistrate Abdool Luteef, he endeavoured to pro- 
tect some ryots from having their lands forcibly sown by Mi. Larmour Mr 
Hope was directed to re investigate, and reprimanded Moulvi Abdool Liitecf, 
and punished the ryots. Mr. Hope’s decision was approved by Government 
but upset, with severe janimadversion, by the judge 

19. you directed me, in the Charghat case, “ to instruct the ryots authorita- 
lively that they should fulfil their obligations wdiatevcr ibey may be, and those 
who fail to GO so will take the coriso(|iieijees,*’ which consequences, as far as my 
court was concerned, were nil. My dire(;t. intt rlei’ence, therefore, could only lie 
construed into an illegal attern|)t on the part of ihe pulico to as.sist tin* planter 
against the ryot. By the C.onstruetions 385, 061, tliii iNizainnt Adawliit ruled 
that a planter had no r ight ‘‘ to demand the assistance of the police Ibr the pur- 
pose of compelling the r^ots to fulfil their cunlracts, and that their only rt iiiedy 
IS 111 the civil court, and tliat the magi^trate cannot inteifere in such cases.” The 
only order which a magistrate can give is to depute the police to kee|> the peace, 
which may mean anything or nothing. Take, lor instance, a case in which a 
ryot wants to sow his rice on a particular plot of land in which the planter 
wants to sow indigo ; thedarogah may keep the jieace by lettinir the planter 
sow, arid keeping the ryots quiet, or letiing the ryots sow, and driving away the 
planters men, or preventing either party from su^^ing, and thus virtually altacli- 
ing the land. Whiehever he does, one party is sure to be dissatisfied, and there 
can be no doubt that the ryoL is the only party who ivally has a claim on the 
and. He may have coritracted, either willingly or under compulsion, to sow a 
ceitain quantity of land for the planter, but what land is not specified in the 
contract; the planter may have selected this particular plot of land after the 
contract was made, and put liis mark upon it, but he lias no legal right to do 

so. ^ Yet if the darogah was to pi event him sowing, he would never hear the end 
of It. 

20. A case under point is now before me. d'lic darogah of Hobrah was 

deputed by me to keep ihe peace between Mr, Hampton and the ryots. Mr. 
Hampton s men caiiKMvith some 200 plouglis, ancj ploughed up the rice crop 
and sowed indigo. The darogah stood and looked on. On my going out and 
seeing the state of ilie case, and that these lands belonged to men who had 
nothing to do with the factory, f r(*primaiided the darogah for allowim^ thorn to 
be sown. He said, “ U hat could T do?” I was ordered to keep the peace, not 
to inquire into the right of the factory to sow. I could keep the peace by keep- 
ing the ryots quiet, but not by stopping the factory people ; they (lireatened to 
sue me for every hours delay in sowing the seed. I suspected they bad no ri^-ht 
to sow, but had no order to stop them if I thought they were acting illef^'ally. I 
G 1 a difficult position he wak in, and I arn aware 

that if he had stopped the sowing, the factory people would not have rested till 
they had ruined him. 

21. Mr. Larmour complained to yau that I had caused all his ryots to refuse 
to sow, by saying that it was optional with tliem to sow or not, as they liked. 
You appeared to think that I had acted wrongly if I had done so. I never did 
do this, as I explained to you. But what can be said of d .syj,tem, the conse- 
quence of which is that .such an expression should be able to stop the cultivation 
of a particular crop. I am aware that if I was to express such an opinion to the 
ryots it would tend to put a stop to the cultivation of indigo. But it would 
take a great deal of positive/qrce to dissuade them from sowing a cottali less 
tobacco, jute, or rice, tlian they intended. 

22. An honest determined committee of inquiry would soon show that all I 
have stated is true, provided that a guarantee was given to the cultivators that 
measures would be taken to protect them for the future* otherwise they would 
on y injure themselves by stating the truth, and would conceal their real condition 
tnrough rear of the consequences. 

u 'll ^-"^cuse me if you consider that I have sa^d more than.is befitting 
an olfacer holding the subordinate office that I do, but I think it is the duty of 
every man to give his opinion fully on so important a subject, even although it 
may be opposed to the expressed opinion of his superiors. 

73- R 


P.S . — Anotlier 



130 


PAPERS relating TO 


P.S , — Another reason suggests itself to me why the criminal court should 
neither a^udicate summarily in questions of contracts to sow indigOi nor compel 
their enforcement. 

Even supposing such contracts to be voluntary engagements, their non-fulfil- 
ment would not necessarily imply fraud. The ryot might have taken the advance 
witl'i the distinct intention of sowing the amount of indigo he engaged for, but 
by o[)pivssion of his zemindar, or loss of his cattle or other misfortune, be unable 
to carry out his intention without the slightest mala fides. It would be very 
unfair that ho should be treated as a criminal, and it would become a mere 
question of adjudication as to what amount of the advance and what interest he 
should return. 

Tliis, I apprehend, would only be decided as a civil suit, and as such objections 
would in all probability be raised in every case of non-fulfilment of contracts, 
the .magistrate’s office would be converted into a civil court to adjust a question 
of damages. 


From E. C* Molonj/, Esq., Magistrate of Jessore, to the Commissioner of the 
Nuddea Division (No. 424), dated 29 July 1868. 


Sir, 

In reply to your lel‘er No. 30, dated the 17th of May, calling for a report on 
the disturbances connected with the sowing of indigo during the past two seasons, 
I have the honour to forward a statement for the two years ending May 1868, 
similar to tlie one I submitted in 1866. 

There have l)een three affrays in which parties were said to have been killed, 
in one of wliielronly the fact of murder was established satisfactorily. There 
have been others of a less seVious nature. 

I have generally found that where there has been systematic and active resist- 
ance by combination to the sowing of indigo, it has been excited by some 
influential party, or by some reasons apart from the general dislike to the culti- 
vation of indigo. This 1 ascribe to the fact of its being the weak point with the 
planter, and conseciueiitly the one assailed with the best chance of doing injury, 
and with the least chance of being injured. I would certainly recommend the 
enactment of a law to allow the planter to enforce the fulfilment of his contract 
by snininary process. If the process of allowing ihe planter hiniselt to enforce his 
right to sow, as recommended in the 15th paragraph of your report to Govern- 
ment, is adopted, the abuse of it would require to be guarded against by very 
strict rules as to the contracts that would be recognized in the cdurt to which the 
ryot would have the opiiou of a|)pealing. Mr. Beaufort, I recollect, when Joint 
Magistrate of Pubna, wrote a note on the subject of contracts for indigo, at the 
request of the Lieutoiant Governor. I have not been able to find this note for 
reference, but 1 reJollect that it contained some valuable suggestions, and it will 
doubtless exist in your office. 
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Number of Petitioics occasioned hj Disputes connected with the Cultivation of Indioo, from I8ca to 1868. 


— - 

Caaes under Act lY. of 1840, 
connected with 1-odigo* 

Trespass in Indigo bj cattle. « 

Forcibly breaking Padd and 
sowing Indigo. 

1 • 
■. ►* 

M no 

11 

3 M) 

■S| 

& s 

Oppression connected with 
Indigo. 

Attempt to assault and plun- 
der connected with Indigo. 

Likelihood of committing 
breach of peace connected 
with Indigo. 

Obstructing the sowing of 
Indigo. 

Breach of Contract. 

Forcibly building a house on 
the Factory. 

Absconding without giving 
charge of paffbrs, &c., con- 
nected with Indigo. 

R^tstauce of Process under 
-Act IV. of 1840, connected 
with Indigo. 

Affray and Riot attended with 1 
murder. | 

Remarks. 

1856: 









1 






Jessore - 

3 

4 

5 

1 

16 

1 

11 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 1 


Magoorah 

1 

12 

3 

1 

9 

2 

- 

1 

*3 

- 

- 

2 


* These cases oro for 












1 



breach of contract by 

Khoolnea 

_ 

3 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 








servants, and not for 












1 



the sowing of in- 

1857: 











i 



digo. 

Jessore - 

1 

4 

3 

- 

22 

12 

7 

1 


- 

- 

1 

- 


Magoorah 

22 

9 

9 

1 

21 

13 

2 

15 

- 

1 

- 

! 

1 

Established. 

Khoolnea 

- 

5 

1 

1 

2 

- 


2 

- 

! 


- 

- 


1858: 















Jessore - 

- 

- 

3 

- 

14 

1 

4 

6 

- 

- 


1 



Magoorah 

2 

7 

4 

3 

5 

7 

1 

- 

~ 

- 

- j 

2 

- 


Khoolnea 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

24 

1 


1 



1 1 


1 

1 












1 



Not established. 

Gopalgungc - 





- 

- 


- 

1 

- 

1 

■ 1 

- 

1 

1 


Jejsore, Magistrate's Office, * 

29 July 18u8. Magistrate. 


— No. 10. 

From Lord II. U. Browne, Under Sccretiiry to the Government of Bengal, to 
J. Cockhurn, Esq., JJcijnty Magistrate, attached to the Dacoitv Department 
Moorsbedabad (No. 7243), dated 17 December 1859. 

Sir, 

The Lieutenant Governor having been informed that you were for several years 
employed as an indigo planter in tliis country, has desired me to request that you 
vill favour him with your opinion, formed from your e.\perience, of the present 
system of indigo cultivation, giving any information and ihfntioning any facts 
illustrative of that system which may be within your knowledge. 


From J. Cockhurn, Esq., Dacoity Deputy Magistrate, in Charge of the Jcs.sore 
Office, to Lord H.U. Browne, Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
, dated 31 December 1859. ’ ° 

My Lord, 

ihe honour to acknowledge the receipt' of your letter No. 724.3, dated 
e 17th instant (received on the 24th), requesting me to state, for the informa- 
tion of his Honor the Lieutenant Governor, my opinion, formed from experience, 
ot t le present system of indigo cultivation, and to mention any facts illustrative of 
the system winch may be within my knowledge. 

^ i®pty> I heg to state, that I have ever considered the present system a great 
* mistake which, if any endeavour were made to rectify, would, I 
wnk, bring certain ruin on most planters at the lime, hoMever well it may 
thereafter answer, , • ■' 

7*' , ' My 
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My experience has been derived from the system pursued in the district of 
Baraset, and the Kishnaghur factories bordering on it. I believe there is less of 
whal is called “zooloom” theie than anywhere else, for the ryots are pro- 
vei hially more independent about those parts than in any other pafft of Bengal. 

There are two eritinly different systems pursued in“Illaka” and “Bay 
lllaka” villages, in making advances for the cultivation of indigo plant. In the 
latter generally it is a matter of clioice ; in the former it is compulsory. In a 
“bay il aka” villyge, or a few villages of the kind entirely surrounded by the 
plai ter s “ illaka ” ones, or if the zemindar were friendly to the planter, of course 
cliuiee would be out of the question, but a village or villages quite distinct and 
at some distance from the plaiitcys “ illaka/’ and the zemindar of which favoured 
his lyots, it v^ould be impossible lor the planter to force advances on them, or 
even if they held former advances (whicli is often the case), to get them to settle 
their accounts. The most miserable and destitute of these men are those who 
come into the factories \^hen in distress and beg for advances, fully resolved, 
wlnn the time for sowing came, to evade any contract they may make (and in 
this they would to a certainty be backed up by the zemindar). The planter is 
fully aware of this, but bis great object being to show an increasing cultivation 
on ilie hooks of the factory, thereby increasing its value, he makes the advance 
trusting to his hick at soujc future time to prove in the courts that his advance 
was taken voluntarily, and the contract (‘ntered into unfulfilled ; and if an order 
can be procured from the magistrate of the district to compel the ryot to sow, or 
a (larogali is sent out to prevent a breach of the peace while the planter is sowing 
his own lands (which is much th(.‘ same thing), why, the lands of the ryots who 
took advances are not only sown, but adjoining lands belonging to other “ bay 
illaka” ryots, who have never had advances, are at the same time finished off, the 
darogah being present the whole lime and ready to report that no “zooloom” 
was committed in his presence! These ryots, whose lands have thus been 
forcibly sown, seeing tlicy have no help for it, come in afterwards and take the 
usual advance of two rup>ees per heegah, thinking it just as w^ell to get something 
for their lands at once, for they know lull well tJiat if they w'aited till the time 
of cutting and manufacturiftg it is very little plant they would be credited with. 
This is th(^ w'ay cultivation oiiginatcs generally in bay illaka villages. 

There is another w^ay also, which is this, and is common about the large con- 
cerns in Kislimigliur and Jessore. 

If a few “ bay illaka” ryots with small and unprofitable juminas can be f)er* 
sumicd to sell them to llie planter, he wdll pay them ten times the value of the 

J 'unima, as his object is only to get a footing at first in the village. As soon as 
le is in possession, he will sow the lands (which are intermixed with those of the 
other ryots) with indigo. This plant will be must carefully watched by his 
servants, four times as many servants being often allowed for the protection of 
these lands than would Le allowed for the same amount of land in any other 
part of the concern, the object being to seize all cattle that may be found tres- 
passing on or near the lands, and bring them into the factory; this will neces- 
sarily bring in the owners of the cattle, who arc w illing enough to pay any fine 
the planter may impose for damage done his plant, but this is not what he 
(planter) wants, ^tte cattle are not released till the ryots, knowing full well what 
is required, at last agree to sow a few heegahs of indigo, but without taking 
advances: tljis is agiecd to, and the cattle released (or perhaps they may be 
confined till the lands are sown). This being done, they are for the future factory 
rjots, for at the end of the year, whatever the produce of the lands may be, still 
the ryots will find thot ihey/^we the factory something upon which an account 
is at once opened, and they and their successors booked for ever. It does not 
require a particularly sharp mohuiir to manufacture such an account. 

In an “ illaka” vilhwge it Is quite a different thing : the method there adopted 
is summary and refreshing. 

Immediately a planter gets the izara of a village, his principal object is 
to ascertain how many ploughs it contains (two beegahs to a plough being the 
lowest allowance). Of'eourge, if he scut his^ servants from house to bouse to 
ascertain how many ploughs each ryot pcssesw^d, his returns would be decidedly 
erroneous and much below the correct number, for the ploughs would be con- 
cealed at the bottoms of tanks, or sent away to some adjacent iUaka” 
village, or disposed of in some other way till the inquiry ceased ; then at the 
time of ploughing and sowjng, when they would be reproduced, a few annas 

. judiciously 
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judiciously ajpplred would blind the factory servants more effectually, Tlie 
planter, knbwing tliis, adopts a certain and satisfactory means of obtaining the 
information he requires by at once seizing and bringing into the factory the 
village blacksmith. He of course has had the making and repairing of every 
ploughshare in the village, is paid annually a certain sum by each ryot (in 
money or grain) for every plough in use throughout the year, and can tell exactly 
how many each man has. ' ■' 

Another person sent in for at the same time is the village barber, but this is 
meiely to bind him down to report the marriages which occur in the village, as 
on the marriage of a girl the iztadar gets a nuzzer, called “ Balee Salamee,” of 
three rupees, and on tliat of a boy one rupee; however, this has nothing to do 
with the cultivation of indigoiplant, and is exacted Ly all zemindars. 

The information relative to the ploughs being obtained, the ryots arc sent 
in for an advance of two rupees per beegali, at the rate of at least two bcegahs 
(and sometimes six beegahs) per plough is made them ; their signature (if they 
can write, if not they simply touch tlie pen) is taken to a blank stamp paper, the 
value of which (two or four annas, as the case may he) is added to tlie amount 
advanced (I mean to their account). 'J'he ameens and kalashees then go to the 
fields, and put the factory mark on the best lands (unless bribed), which may have 
been reseived and manured for months for the cultivation of a remunerative crop, 
and certainly not indigo, wliich cannot pay, as I shall show. ’ 

llic ryot gets a nominal advance of two rupees per heegah. I say nominal, 
because, at'ter he has made the usual present to the amlah, &;c., there is very little 
ot the two rupees left ; hut say ho gets his two rupees, at tlie cud of a good season 
his account per heegah would stand so : — 


A heegah of the very best plant, 20 bundles, at five 
bundles fur the rupee - - _ . . 

Deduct expenses incurred by ryot in cultivating that 

P- 


same beegali — 


Rs, a. 

Stamp paper - . - 

- 

- 2 

1. Seed - - - - 

- 

- 10 

2. Five ploughs 


- 10 

3. Sowing charges - 

- 

- 3 

Weeding ditto 

. 

- 6 

4. Cutting ditto 


- 4 

5. Rent ot* land 

- 

1 - 

6. Balance in favour of Ryot 




Rs. a. p. 
4 - - 


3 3- 


- 13 - 


1. Whatever the price of seed may be, the ryot is always charged at the rate 
of 10 annas per heegah. 

2. Lands that have grown a previous crop, and arc consequently partially broken 

up, require to be ploughed at least five times before being ^own. Ploughs are 
generally hired at the rate of eight for the rupee. » 

3. This is the cost of one plough required at the time of sowing, previous to 
the seed being thrown into the ground, as also tlie cost of a basliee or bamboo 
ladder, which is drawn over the^ land by bullocks after it has been sown, and 
the cost of the hire of which is one anna. 


4. It requires three labourers to cut a heegah of good plant in one day ; this 
(if the ryot is unwilling to do it himself) is accomplished by the factory coolies, 
who are paid at the rate of 2. 8. a month each. 


6. This is supposing tjie rent of the land to be 1. 8. per annum. The first six 
months of the Bengalee year (that is, from Bysack to Assin) are supposed to yield 
the most Jirofitoble crop^o the ryot (this is the season for indigo), and the zemindar 
inV&riably receives two thirds of the annual rent for that period. If a ryot rented 
a heegah of land, the rent of which was 1. 8. per annum for only the latter six 
months of the year, he would j»y the zemindar only eight annas, the crops raised 
111 thoK six months being ^nsidered far less valuable than those capable of being 
niisetd in tiie previous six mouths. 

f** » 3 I* ‘6. It 


J 
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6. It must not, however, be s«pf>osed for a momentthat the ryot receives these 
13 annas! Having been paid four ru|)ees for his plant, tlie amlah are entitled to 
two annas on each rupee, whicli reduces bis profits lo five annas, and from this 
be has siill to fee the ameen, kalashee, &c. 

Tlie amount of the original advance is never deducted from the value of the 
plant, if by so doing it releases the ryot from his liability to the factory, but the 
value of plant is paid him in full^aiid the original advance still stands against 
him on tlie factory books. 

Every planter, on the above account being shown him, would select some dif- 
ferent item to ol)ject to. One would siiy I never charge a pice for weeding,, 
because I never have it done. I grant some lands, especially about Kisimaghur, 
do not rcMjuire vu^eding, the land is so favourable to the growth of indigo that, 
in spite of grass, &c., it grows luxuriantly ; but if they deduct the amount 
stated by me (six annas), they should He asked to state what the r)ot is charged 
for the carnage of indigo plant to the vats. This is paid by some factories, 
but in many the ryot has to pay for the conveyance of his plant. Again, on those 
lands where woediriir is not necessary, the ryot loses quite as much or more than 
would have been debited him for weeding expenses, from the loss sustained in rent; 
for lands on which weeds an<i grass are not found must have undergone great 
cultivation, are superior lands, and rented accordingly. 

I may here add, that in factories not situated on rivers or lakes, and to the 
vats of which plant cannot be conveyed but by carts and bullocks, the ryots are 
even greater suH'erers than where water-carriage is available, for this reason, that 
during the manufacturing season mofussil roads (where there are such things) 
are in a fearful condition, and the damage done their carts and bullocks is very 
considerable. They are paid *at the rate of five rupees per 100 bundles; and 
when one comes to think that a cart cannot possibly bring in more than four 
bundles at a time, which, by factory measurement come to two or two and-a- 
half huiidlos, and that a bullock never brings in more than three-fourths of a 
bundle at a lime, and that perhaps the plant is being brought in from lands two 
or three miles distant from the vats, and from which more than two loads cannot 
possibly be brought in in a*day, profit is a thing not evea to be hinted at. 

Anoitier planter will say that a boegah of good plant will yield from 25 to 30 
bundles; but they would find it difiictilt to sliow by their books that a ryot was 
ever credited with that amount of bundles to the beegah. During the whole 
period of my experience I never saw a beegah yield above 20 bundles, and that 
very seldom. 

An average of 10 bundles to the beegah is thought a first-rate season; the 
general average in mo:?t good concerns is eight bundles. 

When plant is sufficiently high to calculate the probable amount of bundles 
each beegah will cut, an average statement, called a coot, is made, in which the 
lands are divided into first, second, third, and fourth quality. 

The coot of a thousand (1,000) beegahs of good plant would stand so : — 


Coot” of 1,000 Beegahs of good Plant, 

First qualitylands, which are expected to yield 20 bundles 
per beegah - - 

Second quality lands, which are expected to yield 12 bundles 
per l>eegah - 

Third quality lands, which are expected to*yield seven bundles 
per beegah *- -- 

Fourth quality lands, which are expected to yield three bundles 
per beegah 


Total - - Beegahs 


Beegahs. 

250 

300 

250 

50 

850 

I 


The other 150 beegalis would have nothing fit to circulate, and wonW b® 
entered as looksan, or loss. 

I should mention^however, that the books of my own late fectoiies would 
a ryot who held an advance of 10 beegahs credited with 400 bundles in ^ 
season ! But then that ryot was also the gomashta of tlie fectofy, and WSST 
other ryot a few bundles, which he added to his own account. The 
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and their relatives (if ryots) i>.ake of, course a profit. No ryot, I am certain 
(by honest means), yet made a profit by cultivating indigo under the present 
system. ^ 

Some planter may, to tonfound me and confute the above statement, request 
Goveinment to depute one of their servants to the concern nearest Calcutta, viz,, 
Baraset, Here it is true that in nearly every viljage he will show a pucka unper- 
roonied house, surrounded witli “ golas," and every other sign of affluence, 
belonging to the headman of the village, and that same headman will allow that 
he made all his wealth by the cultivation of indigo; hut then! he question is, how? 
His word must be taken for it; he lias no books or accounts to support his state- 
ment beyond those of the factory, which are so much waste paper, so far as the 
actual tiuth is concerned. Call on any niohurir of any factory to swear to the 
truth of any such account written by him, and he is certain to raise an ohiec- 
tion. ^ 


Ihe way these headmen have made their money is this : they hold an exten- 
sive jumnia in the village, which they let out in small portions to the poorer ryots, 
wh<» consequently become their jotedars.” 

At the time the advances are being made at the factory, this headman goes in 
and sap, “ I will get you sown 100 beegahs in my village;” such and such a 
ryot will sow so much, another so much, and so on. The advances are written 
ofl in the names cf those ryots, and the headman receives the money ! When he 
gets back to his village lie sends in for his “jotedars,*’ informs them that each 
man is to sow a certain quantity of indigo for him, and perliaps, if in a particularly 
generous mood, he lets one oft an old debt of a few seers of paddy (for he is their 
mahajun also), or gives another eight annas, and so on. The lands are sown, and 
the plant when cut and taken into the factory is accompanied *bv the headman, 
who dictates to the “ Amdatiee nobeesh” (or mohurir, who writes the plant 
accouiit) what number ul buiidh's he is to credit each man with, and what 
miniber himself (he<idinan), TJiis is the only way in which the cultivation of 
indigo pays the ryot. ^ 

The most convincing proof that indigo lionestly cultivated is an unprofitable 
crop, and tliat the expenditure is liy no means covered by the returns, is evident 
from the fact that most concerns have altogether discontinued or considerably 
reduced their neezabad sowings. I mean the neezabad that requires actual 
cultivation, not churs ! 


Where it is still cariied on, the cost per beogah (exclusive of ground rent and 
price of seed) is never under Rs, 3. 4., vide margin. 

I Iiave put weeding down at six annas per beegah here, as also in a former 
part of this letter; but 1 don’t mean to say that is what it really costs. It 
depends on the description of land, and may cost labour equivalent to two rupees 
per beegah ; but six annas is the average, of what a ryot generally gets to procure 
extra hands, and get his lands cleared rapidly ; his own labour is in no case con- 
sidered. 


First “Copanec’' 
Second ditto 
Four ploughs 
Sowing expenses 
Weeding - 
Cutting - 


The books of some factories may show a profitable neez account, in fact they 
generally do, but they are never to be depended upon, the object of the arnlafi 
beiuj; to show that this cultivation pays, for this reason that, in consequence, a 
deal of money passes through theii; hands, the dishonest expenditure of which 
cannot easily be perceived ; they consequently screw the ryotsf and add a few of 
their bundles to the neez account, showing thereby each beegah to have cut some 
extraordinaiy number of bundles. Besides, neez bundles are measured fairly, 
that is, the measuring chain is put over the middle of ihe plant, whereas ryotty 
plant is invariably measured wfth the stocks protruding on each side of the 
bundle, the soft or leaf part of the plant being iit the cdhtre, over which the 
chain being passed with the whole strength of one of the strongest of the factory 
servants, the leaves and soft branches are compressed, pnd what with fair measure- 
ment would be two bundles, or a bundle-and a-lialf,or perhaps more, is put down 
at one bundle ! 

I believe, however, I have far eveecded the limits it was intended tliat I should 
have confined myself to. I beg to apologise for having dpne so, but cannot c6n- 
clude without saying this, that the ryots of a Eiuropean i(idig6 planter are far 
better situated than those of a native zemindar who works his own factories. 
These fatter never receive' a pice of advances, alre never paid either the value of 
their pfant or the amount eiipended^ fat conveying it to the factory. The only 
e^penki (o the zemindar is ihe pfic#of seed (and a few of them keep n manager, 
v?hom of course they must pay) ; beyond this, and the cost of packing and c<m- 

7^* R 4 * veyihg 


lls, a, 
I 4 
- 10 


00 eoo 



136 PAPERS REUflNG TO ' 

vejing to Calcutta, I do not believe they expend a single pice ! . This I have 
witnessed with rny own eyes, for I was surrounded by native factories, and 
for years the system they were carried on under. 

Again, most European planters listen to the complaints of their ryots; and if 
they don’t afford them redress, still the Bengal ryot is generally quite satisfied if 
he can only get at his “ moneeb/’ and relate his grievances in his loudest voice. 
He can then go back to his village and brag about the friendly way he was 
treated, and this no doubt keeps the lower factory servants somewhat in check. 
But it is next to impossible for the ryot of a native zeminflar to get to him. In 
the first place, he generally resides miles away, or in quite a different district 
from his fictories, and an ordinary ryot cannot affoid the time the journey there 
and back would occupy ; besides, no ryot would attempt to face his zemindar 
without a rupt-C in his hand as a nuzzur. If he was fool enough to present him- 
self without this necessary article, the result would undoubtedly be a shoe-beating 
and a summary ejection ; in fact, it would he next to impossible for him to get 
to his zemindar without previously feeing the amlah, and showing them that he 
had the necessary nuzzur about him. And most ryots cannot afford tl]is expen- 
sive style of visiting. 

Whatever acts may he passed for the protection of the Bengal ryot will only 
affect the most blameless of planters, and those in whose concerns there is the 
least zooloom.” I allude to those planters who have no zernindary, &c., and 
who are consequently obliged to be more just and conceding in their dealings 
with their ryots. Those, on the contrary, wlio have zernindary, &c., will laugh at 
any laws that may aim at a redbrm in the present system; not rhat they would 
openly resist them, but that the law could never be brought to bear upon them, 
for this simple r(^ason, that no ryot of theirs would dare to put himself under 
its protection, while his jumma, and in foct all he possessed in this world, were 
in the hands of the planter. 


— No. 11. — 

Petition of Sreemunt fioldar and others, inhabitants of Colliriga, Thannah 
Handrail, Zillali Nuddea, to the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor of 
Bengal ; dated 12 August 1859. 

Most humbly showeth, 

That your Plonor’s petitioners most humbly beg leave to present to your 
Honor that Eshure Chunder Mitter, Gomaslita of Mr. William White, son of 
John White, of Bansbarria Indigo Factory, accompanied with thirty or thirty^wo 
lattials, shnrkeewallalis, together with hackeries, attacked their houses, on 26th 
April, and plundered the ornaments of gold and silver, including the plates 
made of brass and bell metal, and in cash, as also the paddy, mustard seed, 
linseed, gram, wheat, cows and calves, &c., and drove the owners (your 
petit ioners), together with their families. 

Your Honor’s petitioners, after having informed this catastrophe at Thannah, 
laid their complaint before the magistrate. ^The miagistrate referred this suit to 
Mr. Howell, the deputy magistrate, who, after taking their respective complaints 
and witnesses, summoned the defendants by summon, and went to make a 
personal and local inquiry. After the local inquiry, he told both the plaintiffs 
and defendants to decide the dispute or complaint by arbitrators. Both the 
plaintiffs and defendants consented to it, and riie case is not yet decided by the 
arbitrators. • • 

The servants of the indigo planter has driven jmur Honor’s petitioners from 
their houses, and has plundered their estates, amounted to six or seven thousand 
rupees; and the suit that was instituted for these is still pending on. It has 
costed your Honor’s petitioners many rupees for the brick-built houses ; they 
have their paternal jammy' lands and trades; they have to get upwards of 
twenty or Iwenty-five thousand rupees from their debtors, and how, they can 
leave these estates and retire to a different place? 

Owing to their misfortunes^ the Criminal Judges have not ever attempted to 
check the agressions of the indigo planter, who is oppressing the ryots of Gobind- 
porc, and has undone the Biswas family of Poragatcha, . ‘ 

It is not unknown to any one that the indigo planters are rich, violent, and 
miel men. 
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Your Honor’s most humble petitioners most humbly pray that an order from 
your Honor should be issued to the Sessions Judge or the Commissioner of 
Circuit, or even at least to Baboo*Dwarkananth Dey, tijc Deputy Magistrate, to 
investigate the case, and thereby the oppressions of Mr. White would be di4o- 
vered, and by means of which your petitioners would be able to recover their 
losses, and to go back to their respective houses. 

And your petitioners, as in duly bound, shall ever pray. 


■Petition of 0khil Chundcv JBiswcis^ Inhabitant of Dariaporo, Xhannah Meherporc, 

Zillah Nuddea, to the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor of Benoal;* 

dated 12 August 1859. ° ’ 

•Most humbly showcth, 

That vour Honor’s petitioner was a servant of Mr. Willi, am White, son of 
.Tohn M^hite, ol* Bansbarria Indigo factory j in his ordering your Honor’s peti- 
tioner to oppress the ryots, both of his :iud others, your Honor’s petitioner refused 
to do it; consequently, Mr. White, being much irritated, discharged him from his 
situation ; after that, on tlie 21st April, he deputed one Omesh Chunder *Ghosc, 
iuhahitaut of Kistopore, with seven or eight men (shurkeewallahs), who having 
arrested your Honor’s petitioner from the village of Joypoor, and carried him 
away, your Honor’s petitioncr’.s nephew, Beepin Behary Biswas, in order to 
release your Honor’s (letitioner from their hands, laid complaint before the 
magistrate on the 28fh April ; proofs wore called upon from him, and referred 
the case to the Deputy Magistrate, Mr. Howell, who, after taking proofs, sent 
perwannuh to the local police, with orders to release your Honor’s petitioner; on 
this the mooktear of Mr. White sent the information to Mr. William White, 
who, and his servant, Omcslicliunder Mookerjee, after consulting themselves, 
brought ten or twelve shurkeewallahs, who in the nighttime having apprehended 
your Honor’s petitioner, carried him away within the limits of Mr. White’s 
falooks, farin-', and putuee estate, from village to village, giving nothing to eat 
but paddy, lii this miserable slate, on the night of ^lic 28th May, being rainy, 
be made bis escape and applied before the m.agistrate, and on his laying the 
complaint, he referred the suit to Mr. Howell, the Deputy Magistrate, who took 
ills (Icposiiiou on the :50th May and issued subpoenas on the witnesses, namely, 
Ins four witnesses, who, liaving appeared, gave their depositions. Of the 
remaining witnesses, your Honor’s petitioner repeatedly petitioned to the deputy 
magistrate that they should he summoned by the darogah of the thannah, anil 
also he verbally applied for the same repeatedly; hut that officer, instead of 
hearing liis proposal, now and then advised him "for tlio sake of Mr. White to 
witlidraw the ease by a compromise. It is to be lamented that xVIr. Howell 
advises your Honor’s petitioner for compromise. Mr. Howell always dines with 
]\lr. White, of Bansbarria factory, and writes letters to him frequently, and on 
his not trying the cases impartially, belonging to this factory, the oppression of 
that gentleman having been increased gradually, plundered at once three or four 
villages, and have ruined the innocent ryots of tlie village. 

As your Honor’s petitioner is a poor ryot, and the indigo factors are powerful 
and ricli men and riotous, he therefore most humbly pray# that his case be 
referred to tlie Deputy Magistrate, Dwarkanauth Dey, or to the Sessions Judge, 
or to the Commissioner of Circuit, tor reinvestigation and trial, that the officers 
majr summon his remaining witnesses througli the police darogah, and to take 
their depositions by him, by nufens of which the defendants would be punished, 
and the amount, of the loss of your petitioner might'be recefvered. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 


Pewtion of Jtamcoomar Bitwas and others. Inhabitants of Gobindpore, Thannah 
Hanshkhally, Zillah Nuddea, to the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor 
of Bengal, dated 12 August 1860. , 

Most humbly showeth, 

That your Honor's poor petitioners most humbly beg leave to represent their 
miserable situations before your Honor’s awful presence. 

That ow ing to the variou|S kinds of oppressions made upon them by the indigo 
rectors of this district, which if at full length are .stated will be a very long 
.7?- S i representalioo. 
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representation, tlierefoie it. is briefly stateil as follows, for your Honor’s favour- 
able consideration and orders, tliat they may be able to inhabit in this country 
retaining their re.spccts, * 

That tlie son of Mr. John White, Mr. William White, of Bansbarria Indigo 
Factory, and Mr. Hampton, the manager of Hanshkhally Indigo Factory, the 
latter having arrived in this country after having ruined tlfic ryots belonging to 
the Patkabarria and Ilobrah, &c., indigo factories. 

Now having engaged to Mr. White, he began to oppress your Honor’s peti- 
tioners and others. 

Messrs. J. and W. White having taken from the zemindars and talookdars 
their estates in farm and putnee in an enhanced annual jumma and value; some 
of the zemindars have given the same by their own will, but who have not at 
first consented to give their estate to them. They, by means of instituting 
groundless suits against them in the courts, and made them to e.xpend much 
money, and having shown fears of different kinds, forcildy took possession of 
their estate; afterwards on demanding the excess rents from the ryots (your poor 
jietitioners), not consenting to the same, and refu.sing to pay the enhanced rent, 
and nflt taking the advances of indigo plants, their houses are plundered, their 
cattle, &c., are forcibly carried off, and annojdng them by not allowing them to 
cultivate the lands, keep them in confinement in the indigo cake godown, ami 
are in the habit of taking their lives. 

On their prosecuting for the same to the m.igistiate of the zillah, who at first 
does not ascertain whether the prosecutors’ friends, who arc in confinement in 
the factoryj arc still living or dead, but calling for proofs of his complaint. 

Your Honor’s poor jietitioners being ryots, and the defendants indigo factors, 
rich and wealthy persons, who having held in farms and taking putnee of all the 
estates, every person resided therein arc dependents and obedient'? to the factory 
gentlemen, they do not come to give the evidence in the court for the fear of the 
factory gentlemen. Should any one dare to come ()cfbre the court for the pur- 
pose of giving liis testimonies, the said gentlemen [uinish atid ruin them in the 
manner above described, consequently it is impossible to produce any witnesses 
in court to prove the grievifnccs. Now, tlie aforesaid gentlemen and Sliometiauth 
(iaiigolce, the gotnashta of Hanshklially indigo factory, having entered to 
advance your Honor’s petitioners by force, they refused to take the same. Being 
exceedingly irrituted, and witii a view of plundering their house.s and jtroperties 
sent some lattials and sliurkeewallahs in their service, and carried off by pliin- 
tleiing their cattle, and both paddy for their supporting and seed paddy fur 
sowing; consequently, for want of patldy and cattle, they could not cultivate 
their lauds for a year; their families are dying for want of sustenance; and that 
one Seetul I'urufilar, aii inhabitant of the village of Gobindpore, was carried ofi‘ 
forcibly on the !)th Assin last, whether murdered or ke[)t in prison is uncertain. 
For the release of that individual j'our Honor’s petitioners have repeateilly 
reported to the police and petitioned to tlie magistrate ; tlie police officers being 
.^atislicd with the pecuniary remuneration from the factory geiiflemen, do not 
adojit necessary meusiire.s lor the release of the man, ami the zillaii criminal 
authorities, unfortunately, do not pay any atteiitioii to the complaint; and, 
secondly, with tlitf ‘persuasion of ruining your Honor’s ])etitioiiers, the factory 
gentlemen falsely instituted suits for balance of rents either in self or henamee, 
but Mr. C. S. Belli, late Collector of tins district, being an upright and impar- 
tial judge, your petitioners have olitained redresses from those complaints. 

Your Honor’s petitioners being excecdingljy di.stressed for supplying the 
costs of the uforesakl suit.s„they could not support themselves and their familie.s 
with ease fur the pre.sent, and it is inijiossible for them to gain the suits which 
are instituted against them by the wealthy indigo merchant. 

Your Honor’s pctih'onerS most humbly beg to solicit, that in order to prevent 
the oppressions of the aforesaid indigo merchant (who, exclusive of his ruining 
the village of Gobindpore, has also ruined the haldars of the village ofColUngai 
and the Biswas family of Poragatcha), an order may be issued upon the Sessions 
Judge of this district, 'or the Commissioner of the division, to relieve the afore- 
said Sc etui Turufdar from the confinement Mr. White’s prison, and adopt such 
a measure that your Honor's petitioners are enabled to retain their respective 
abodes. 

And ycur petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

I ^ — 
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Petition of Ram Gopaul Biswas and others, Inhabitants of Porapatcha, Thannah 

Hanshkhally, Zilla Nuddea, to the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor of 

Bengal, dated 12 August 1859. 

Most humbly showeth, 

Th.-it your Honor’s petitioners most humhlv beg leave to represent to vour 
Honor oppression which William White, son of John White, of Bansbarria 
Intbgo Factory, has exercised, and which he is now exercising, will ))c discovered 
as related below. 

At the time of Mr. Patrick Smith, the shareliolder and manager of the factory 
of iDansbarna, the uncle of mine (Ramgopaul Biswas), named Joynarian Biswas, 
was Dewan of that station for many years. A misunderstanding arose between 
V\ Ilham White and Patrick bmith ; the latter left his situation and went to a 
different place. After his departure, Mr. William Wdiite told vour Honor’s 
petitioner’s uncle “ that you possess great estates, and therefore give me those 
things, but on the refusal of your Honor’s petitioner’s uncle, lie bought some 
paddy from him. 

Not long after this, Mr. William White dismis^sed your Honor’s petitioner’s 
uncle from his situation, and began to dispossess Joynarain and his m phew Gopaul 
Biswas of their jammy and rent-free lands, gardens, &c., and, for the purpose of 
driving them froin tlie village, he collected 400 or 500 lattials, shurkecwallahs. 

10 get rid of this impending danger, they petitioned before the magistrate on the 
26tl! and 27tli April and proved the same, yet the magistrate, out of his attach- 
ment to Mr. White, dismissed the case. 

On the 26th April, the lattials of the above-mentioned indigo planter plundered 
your Honor’s petitioner’s relations, Uinbica Churn’s, Ukhoy Churn Biswas’ 
and Nobin Chiinder Sircar’s houses. On tlieir laying complaint before the 
magistrate, who appointed naib darogah of Handrail, to make a personal and 
local inquiry. 

During the staying of the police officer, he cultivates the soil by his own hired 
men, and enjoys the production of the soil, as also the* fruits of the mauo^oo and 
jack trees, and the fishes of the pond. ^ 

To remedy this calamity, your Honor’s petitioner, Ram Churn Biswas, pre- 
sented a petition to the magistrate, on the 23d June, relating the whole affairs; 
the magistrate, out of his attachment to Mr. Wdiite, did not do anything to pre- 
vent the oppression. . .hr 

Ihe above-mentioned indigo planter has deprived your Honor’s petitioner’s 
estate upwards ot 1,00,000 rupees, an oppression unexampled in the British 
Government. 

Ill the village, your Honor s petitioners escaped for some time from the assaults 
of Mr. Whitt’s lattials. Vour Honor’s petitioner, Umblca Churn Biswas, then 
petitioned on the 9tli, 10th, 25th and 28th May, and removed his families and of 
some his estates into Goarry. 

The above-mentioned causes enraged Mr. White, who plundered their paddy'^ 
and dispossessed them of their trade, amounting to 80,000 or 90,000 rupees, and 
even without letting them to enjoy the fruits of the mango ^nd jack trees, &c., 
the fishes of the pond, or letting them to cultivate their *own land, Mr. 
William White has dispossessed them the greater part of the estates what 
tlieir forefathers did by their labour, and lias driven them off from the abodes of 
their ancestors ; the petitioners (^lo not dare to go to their mother village, for fear 
of losing their lives. 

Ihe petitioners therefore humbly beg to entreat your favour of ascertaining 
the fact from the native gentlemen of the villages, and to refer their grievances 
for trial either to the Session Judge of the district, dr to .the Commissioner of 
Circuit, and thereby the oppression done will be fully discovered, and the perpe- 
traiors of it will be punished, and also they solicit that an order for the realization 
of the amoiint of properties so plundered, and to replace them to the abodes of . 

their forefathers. t 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
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Petition of Umhica Churn Biswas, and others, Inhabitants of Poragatcha, Than- 
nah Hanshkally, Zillah Nuddea, to the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor 
of Bengal, dated 12 August 1859. ^ 

Most humbly showeth. 

That your Honor’s poiitioners most liumbly beg leave to represent to your 
Hoiior that Umbica Churn was in the situation of Judge Ameen, and Ukhove 
Chunder was inohurrir in the employment of Mr. John White, of Bansbarria 
Indigo Factory. Mr. William White, son of the said Mr. John Wliite, ordered 
your petitioners to oflfer violence and oppress the ryots of Gobindpore, and to ruin 
their houses, hut on your Honor’s petitioners expressing utmost dissatisfaction, 
he dismissed tliem from their respective situatioiis. Enraged at this conduct, 
Mr. William White afterwards ordered Holodhur Ghose to plundiu' your 
HoiioFs petitioner’s houses. Holodhur Ghose, accompanied with 30 or 32 
lattials, shurkeewdllahs and hackeri(‘s, attacked the houses on tljc 20th April, 
about 4 o’clock a.m., cormnitted as a dacoity, and plundered the ornaments of 
gold and silver, including the plate§ made of brass and bell-metal, and in cash, 
as also j)addy, mustard seed, limeed^ gram, wheat, and also cows and calves, &;c. 
Your petitioners’ houses are about six or eight miles from the tliannah, and all 
the lands between Poragatcha and Hanshkhally are Mr. Whites. Apprehensive 
of falling into the liaiuls of Mr. White’s lattials, your Honor’s humble peti- 
tioners, instead of going to inform the police officer of Hanshkhally, laid their 
complaint (according to the practice) before the maiiistrate, on the 28tlj instant 
The inagistiate, according to your Honor’s petitioner’s (Umbica Churn’s) petition, 
ordfued the naib darogah of Handrail to make a personal and local inquiry 
of llie fact, and referred the three cases to Dwarkaiiauth Dey, the deputy magis- 
trate, who, after hearing tlieir stateinents, the depositions ol‘ their witnesses, and 
the report of the naib darogah, considering the three cases being of a similar 
nature, ordered, on the 30th July, (hat Holodhur Ghose should be imprisoned 
for three months, and to pay a fine of 50 rupees in lieu of labour; the other 
defendants shared the sam^ ])unishment, except 30 rupees in lieu of labour. Jdie 
de])uty magistrate has also recorded in his opinion that all the defendants jointly 
sljould have to pay (accoidiiig to Act XVI. of 1850) the plaintifis the value of the 
proi)crties lost. The magistrate, in reversing the proceedings of the dejiuty magis* 
trate, recorded Iiis own opinion that the plaintiffs (your Honor’s petitioners) were 
formerly servants of Mr. W liite’s, and on their being dismissed they removed 
their properties to some distance, and at the time of removing tlje properties, 
some grain, &c., Jiave fallen on the yard, and in the houses, wljicli proved some- 
what like plundering; tJie magistrate stated that the plaintiffs not having 
laid their complaint at Thannali, and of their complaining three days after tli(‘ 
oceuiTence to the magistrate, of their aqting themselves as witnesses at their 
respective suits, that at midnight tlic occurrence said to have taken place as a 
dacoity of accusing Mr. White for the plunder, and of driving his ryots frwn their 
ancestral abode, are unworthy of credit. Sure, there is no rule for the appeal of 
the Fouzdary suit after its dismissal. 

The manners w^th which the indigo planters oppressed them are beyond the 
idea of any man in the British Government. The magistrate, without minding 
their petitions, or looking at the report of the naib darogah, the order of the 
deputy magistrate as appeared in his own mind contrary to the circumstances 
alluded to in the record of the cases. • 

1st. That it is rafher bejond ])robability of your Honor’s petitioners flying 
from the debt of Mr. White's, because if they fall in debt their masters often 
make settlements for Jts rucovery with them, as often happens iri this country, 
rather than leaving tlieir i)rick-built houses and the abodes of iheir forefathers.. 
If they owe anything to Mr. Wliite he can complain against their name according 
to tlie laws of the country, and can obtain it by decree rather than plundering 
the Ijouses. ^ 

The plundering, though proved by the depositions of the witnesses, by the 
repoi t of ihe naib darogah and by the proceedings of the deputy magistrate, 
yet the m^istrate having acted upon supposition dismissed this serious case, by 
which the defendants set at large. 

2d. Of the magistrate’s recording in his dpinidn that the plaintiflPs have not 
made tlieir statemenls at IhanE^h, but they have already stated that the lands. 
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between tlieir house and thannah Hanshkhally are Mr. White’s, while the 
magistrate’s court is six mil,es, and they have made their statements ’at thannah 
Kotawally on the 27th, and laid their complaint before the magistrate on tlie 
28th April, and in consequence of this dilatoriness, the magistrate on a firm 
belief dismissed the case, having set at large these men of notorious bad character 
on the part of the gentlemen of the indigo planter, has given this order for the 
purpose of ruining your Honor’s petitioners who now claim justice from you, 
otherwise there is no hope for them. ‘ ^ 

3d. Under the circumstances which is not alluded to in the record of the 
case or anything a{)parent in the statements of the defendants. 

The magistrate liaving relied upon his own consideration disbelieved the 
report of the naib darogah, and the proceedings of the. deputy magistrate, has 
released the defendants, who were people of Air. White’s, and lias tfiscontinued 
the allowing of the damages clone to your Honor’s petitioners ; besides these 
they have sufficient proofs of the truthness of the otfeuee having been perpetrated, 
and which has been reported frequently by Mofussil police. If there arose any 
doubt, the spot was not far from the station ; on a personal inquiry it would have 
been convinced that the fact was really perpetrated. 

It is rather very strange that such a seriotis case was at once unfortimatelv 
dismissed by the magistrate. It is most favourable to the above-men f ion ctl 
indigo planter, that all llie ryots of the throe villages, viz., Poragatcha, Collinea, 
Gobindpore, having been eniircly oppressed and excluded from their respective 
houses, and were dispossessed from their respective gardens by Holodhur Gliose, 
tlie new Gomashta of the factory, who was solely appointed by Mr. White for 
the purpose, yet the tnagistrate has done nothing to chock it. 

All the ryots from titne to titiie have froqneutly made a])plications to the 
magistrate fur its remedy, on which it was projicr for him to make a personal 
and local inquiry of tlie truthness of the oppressions. 

Your Honor’s petitioners li’utnbly beg to solicit tliat should your Honor kindiv 
visit, these three villages, tlien it would be clearly shown to your Honor the ruined 
state of the houses of all the ryots therein residing. 

It is very itnprobabie that your Honor’s liiimbh; petitioners, being subjects of 
Mr. White’s, would enter to such an action by means of which they would lie 
deprived from tlie abodes of their forefathers. Your Honor’s petitioners most 
humbly pray that an order from your Honor should be issued to Session Judtre 
or the Commissioner of Circuit, or even to your Honor’s Seerelary, to call for 
the record of this serious case, tlicn the oppressions of Mr. White would be 
discovered, and by means of wliieii your petitioners shiyuld be able to recover 
their lo,sses atid to go back to their nsspective hou>es. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 


From JS. H. Lmhington, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, with the Lieutenant Governor 011 tour, to the Officiating Commis- 
sioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 15), dated 15 August 1859. 

Sir, *, 

I AM directed to forward in original the accompanying five petitions from 
inhabitants of the Handra, Meiierpore, and llanskhally thannabs, complaining 
of the oppression practised upon them by Mr. tVliito, of the Bansbarria i'actory, 
and to request that you will make a careful inquiry into the subject of the com- 
plaints, and report the result. , • 

2. The return of the petitions is requested with your reply. 


From H. M. Reid, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 49), dated 9 September 
1869. • 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 16, dated the 
16th ultnno, forwarding for report five original petitions, which were presented 
to tile Lieutenant Governor on the occasion of his late visit to this station, by 
72 . , . S 3 f certain 
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certain inhabitants of villages of the Handrail, Maharpore, and Hanskhally than- 
nahs, complaining of the oppression practised upoq them by Mr. W, White, of 
the Bansbarria Indigo Factory, and as directed, I have the honour to submit 
the^ following particulars relative lo the complaint^ brought forward by the 
petitioners. 

Petition (No. i) of 2. These petitioners state, that Joynarain Biswas, the uncle of tlie petitioner 
UoSfcTchurr^^* Ranigopaul, was formerly dewan of Bansbarria Factory, at the time when 
Biswas, and two Patrick Smith, tlie nephew of Mr. John White, was the manager of it; but 

others, inhabitants that Mr. Smith having given up tlie management, and having beeirsucceeded in 
ofPoragaidia. it by Mr. M^illiam White, Mr. John Whites sou, the dewan was also, after a time, 
dismissed from his appointment, owing to his being unable to withstand the 
oppression exercised against him hy the new manager ; that thereupon Mr. White 
commenced oppressing the petitioners, with the object of making them leave 
their village, Poragatcha, and himself succeeding to their property and trade, 
upon which they petitioned the magistrate for protection ; but that, during their 
absence from their village at the Sudder station for the above purpose, Mr. W. 
^V*hite plundered their houses of a considerable amount of grain and other pro- 
perty, and that their trees were cut down, and they have not since then been able 
to retui'ii to their houses, the approaches to which are all shut up by Mr. White’s 
people. 

Petition (No. q) The person (Umbica Churn Biswas) whose name heads this petition, is one of 

of Umbica Churn those whose name is also sliown in petition No. 1 ; and the purport of the peti~ 
Biswas and two tioii (No. 2), presented by him and his co-petitioners is, that they were formerly 

F^ragatdia^^ servants of Mr. White’s factory, and that owing to their refusal to he the instru- 

oah Hanskally. * of oppressing the ryots of mouzaii Govindpore, tljey were disenissed from 

their employment by Mr. W. White, who caused their houses to be plundered; 
that the deputy magistrate, Baboo Dwarkanatli Uey, after investigating the case, 
sent it up to the magistrate, with a recommendation that certain of the offenders 
should be fined and imprisoned, and that the value of tiie plundered property 
should be recovered from tliom, and be returned to the petitioners, but that the 
magistrate did not attend to riie recommendation, but dismissed the case. 

4. I find on a careful examination of the records (four in number) connected 
with the above two petitions, that Ramgopaul Biswas and otliers, presented a peti- 
tion to the magistrate on the 14th Bysakh, or about the 26th April last, complain- 
ing of Mr. White having wrongfully cut down their trees, having deprived them of 
their lakheiaj title-deeds, and having dug up the lands in the vicinity of their 
houses, so as to prevent their obtairjing ingre>s thereto, and that, he further 
endeavoured to prevent them realizing a b ilance of 40,000 rupees which was 
due to them by ryots of the neighbouring villages on account of trade transac- 
tions, but that the magistrate dismissed the case on the 28th April, considering 
that the charges brought were not proved by the evidence adduced in supjyort of 
them. 

5. The other three case.s, in which Umbica Churn Biswas, Ookhye Chimder 
Biswas, and Nobiii Chunder Sircar were respectively complainants, were insti- 
tuted on the 15tli Byjfakh, or about 26 April 1850, and the gist of them was that 
Mr. While, with the aid of his factory servants, had plundered their houses and 
carried off* their crops. The cases were made over to Baboo Dwarkanatli Dey, 
deputy magistrate, who, on the 29th July 1859, reported that he considered them 
fully proved against four of Mr. White’s adhe/ents, who were accordingly 
recommended by him to be fi©cd, one in a sum of 60 rupees, and the three others 
in sums of 30 rupees each, and to be imprisoned for three months each, and 
jointly to iqake good a sum of 1,600 rupees on account of the injury sustained. 
The magistrate did not howeV'er attend to this recommendation, but dismissed all 
tlie three cases as not proved. 

6. On reviewing the evidence in the several cases above referred to, I am of 
opinion that the magistrate had sufficient warrant for dismissing the first charge, • 
i. e. that which was brought before himself by Ramgopaul Biswas ; but that in 
the other three cases there were, I think, on the whole, sufficient grounds for 
convicting the defendants ; for, besides the evidence adduced before the magis- 
trate, there was the report of the naib darogah, stating it to be his opinion, after, 
personal inquiry on the spot, that the outrages complained of had aotuidly taken 
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place: and I have since been informed by Mr. Deputy Magistrate Howell, who 
visited the village of Poragatcha when inquiring into another case in the Wme 
locality (which will be adverted to further on) that he observed traces of such 
outrages having been committed, and that the doors of some of the smaller 
houses in the village had been wrenched off. T would at the same time remark 
that the magistrate may perhaps have decided riglitly in dismissing the cases. 

7. The next petition is that presented by Sreemunt Holdar and two others, 
inhabitants ot Collirigah, who charge Mr. VVhite with having plundered their 
houses and cattle on the 26th April last, and object to the order under which Mr. 
Howell, deputy magistrate, to whom the case was made over for decision, 
directed it to he referred to arbitration. Tliey further request that the case may 
be transferred to the iilc of deputy magistrate Dwarkanatli Dey. 

8. I find that this case was first of all instituted before the police, and that the 
petitioners failed to attend the police investigation ; that they snb^etjuently peti- 
tioned the magistrate on fJtli Juno, who made over the case to x\lr. Deputy 
Magistrate ITowell ; that some of the defendants were summoned and attendeif; 
aud that the case was eventually made over, on the 29th July, to arbitration, the 
petitioners and Mr. White respectively agreeing that it should so be disposed ofi 
The arbitrators could not, however, do anything in tlie case, as the real defendants 
(i. e. the parlies who had^been summoned, and had attended) wore not parties to 
the arbitration. They reported accordingly to this effect on the 15th August, and 
on the 24th August the deputy magistrate directed that the case sliouhf be |)ro- 
eeeded with. I have given instructions that it is to be disposed of without 
lurther delay, and the result reported for the information of this office. The 
case wds clearly not one for arbitration, and the deputy magistrate was wrong to 
have rosorted (o tjiat method of adjusting it. Had the parties wished to '‘com- 
jjroniise” the case between themselves, of course there would liave Ixen no 
objection to their resorting to that way of settling it. 

9. The next case is that of Ookhil Chiimler Biswas, of Dariapolt', who com- 
plains of having been unjustly confined by Mr. White for upwards of a month, 
and that after effecting his escape he petitioned tlih magistrate, who made over 
his case to l)e])uty Magistrate Howell, who, instead of summoning all his wit- 
nesses, endeavoured to persuade him lo compromise the case. Petitioner begs 
that his case may be made over to Deputy Magistrate Baboo Dwarkanatli Dey. 

10. It apjiears from tlie petitioners statement, which was given before the 
deputy magistrate on the 30th May last (a previous comjdaiut on the subject 
having been lodged by bis nephew, Bepin Beharrce), that having gone near Mr. 
White’s factory, for the purpose of colle(‘Jing some outstanding debts due to him 
by some of tlu; ryots, he w^as seized and taken oil* to the factory hv one 
Hurchundcr (ihose and other lattials of Mr. White's, whose names he mentions; 
that, while in the factory, Mr. White flogged him with his own hand with a 
stirrup leather; and that he was taken aliont fnun factory to factory for a space 
of one month, when he effected his escape; tlie cause of the aliove oppression 
being that he had formerly been a servant of the factory, and that, having been 
dismissed from liis employ, he refused to take any advances for sowing indigo for 
it. The evidence in tin's case was complete on the 8th July, as far at least as the 
defendant Hurchundcr Ghosc was concerned; but thC; deputy magistrate, Mr. 
Howell, docs not appear to have passed any further order in the case till the 29th 
July, and even then not a definite one; and I find that it was not till the 17tli 
August that he ordered the c^asc, as regards the above-named defendant, to he 
disposed of ; and that on the 24lh a further peridd of five days was allowed to 
Mr. White’s mooktear to produce him. There is no sufficient reason discernible 
on the record for so long a delay in tlie disposal of the case. Tliere was 
sufficient evidence (if the deputy magistrate believed *it) for the conviction of 
Hurchurider Ghose, and 'the deputy magistrate should have proceeded to dispose 
of the case, as far at least as the above defendant was concerned. 

11. There is another point in which I think the deputy magistrate’s mode of 
proceeding in dealing with his case was faulty. He asked the complainant 
Ookhil Chunder, when the latter vras being examined before him on the 30th 
May, whether he still bore any marks of the flogging said to have been inflicthd 
upon him by Mr. White. His aiiswer was, Yes, but on a part of my person 
which I cannot expose.” I think it would have been proper for Mr. Howell to 
72 . S4 ^ have 


Petition of Sree- 
niunt Holdar and 
two others, inhab 
tants of CoIUngal 


Petition of Ookliil 
Chuofler Biswas, 
inhabitant of 
Dariapole, than- 
nah Meherpore. 



144 


PAPERS RELATING TO 


Petition (No. 5 ) of 
Ramcoomar 
Biswas, and other 
Ryots of Govind- 
oore, thannah 
Banskally. 


have at once certified himself by personal inspection whether such marks reallv 
existed or not, instead of leaving the matter in doubt ; and that if he had found 
them to exist he should have summoned Mr, Wljite to answer the charge, but if 
otherwise, he would have been warranted in at once dismissing the case 


12. 'Hie jielitioners in this case are ryots of mouzali Govindpore, and besides 
complaining of various acts of oppression committed upon them hy Mr White 
m increasing- their rents, forcing them to take advances for the cultivation of 
mdigo, plundering then- houses, and carrying off their crops, paddy, and cattle, 
they bring against the followers of Mr. White the specific charge of having 
earned ofi, on the 9th As^ir last (not Assiii, as inadvertently stated in their 
petition to the Lieutenant Governor), their fellow villager Seetul Turufdar, who 
has ever since been missing, and wiio they assert is under confinement by Mr 
White, they furrher say that they have frequently petitioned the magistrate for 
ins release, out without obtaining it. 


13. It appears, from a perusal of the record of the case in wiiich Seetul 
Turufdai is said to have been abducted, that it arose in the following manner : the 
Govindpore peo])l(3 were taking oil to the government pound some cattle belong- 
ing to some of the factory ryots, which they as^eried had been trespassing on 
their crops, when they were intercejited by the factory people. Meerjan Sheik, 
the plaintiflf, was*slii^htly wounded on tlie head, the cattle were rescued, and it 
is said that Seetul iurufdar, one of the villagers who was accompanying the 
cattle to the pound, was carried ofi‘, and has not since been heard of. the case 
was promptly brought to the notice ol the magi.strate, and was made over by 
the magistrate to deputy magistrate Moulvie Yatazad Hossein, who, on the 27th 
July, convicted six of the factory people, au.d sentenced them to he imprisoned 
for four months each, with a fine in lieu of labour, which order Jias since been 
confirmed in appeal by the Sessions Judge. 


14. In concluding my remarks on the cases above enumerated, I beg to 
mention that 1 liave instructed the present officiating magistrate to recall to his 
own file such of the above cases as may still remaiu undisposed of, as well as, for 
the present, any others in wiiich Mr. White and the servants of Bansbarria 
concern may be parties. I have at the same time instructed liim to use every 
proper precaution for preventing the ryots being oppressed, and to institute the 
strictest in(}uiry as to what has become of the missing man, Seetul Turufdar. 


15. I tliink the details which I have given above warrant llie conclusion that 
some degree of oppression has been exercised against the ryots by the factory 
people. 


16. I beg to annex, for tlie Lieutenant Governor’s information, copy of a letter 
relative to the sul)jects complaint d of by the petitioners, from Mr. Cockerell, the 
late magistrate of the district, and in forwarding it I deem it jiroper to state that 
I liave no grounds whatsoever for supposing that either Mr. Cockerell or Mr 
JJeputy' Magistrate Howell have any undue bias in favour of Mr. White, but on 
tlie contrary, that they have dealt with the cases in which that gentleman has 
been concerned with sj:rict impartiality, though not perlmps, in the case of Mr. 
HowdI, uitli that amount of judgment which could ha\e been wished for, and 
which might liave been expected in an officer of greater experience than Mr. 
Howell possesses. 


17. The original enclosures of your letter under reply are herewith returned. 


Fjom F, R, Cockerelly Esq., Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Commissioner oif the 
Nuddea Division (No. 63), dated 24 August 1859, 

Sir, 

I BEG to return the original petitions marginally noted,* which were forwarded 
with your office memorapdum No. 50, dated the 20th instant, and copy of a 
letter 


Petition of Urabica Churn Biswas and others, residents of Poragatcha. 
Petition of Ramgopaul Biswas and others, residents of Poragatcha. 
Petition of Ramcoomar Biswas and otheni, residents of Govindpore. 
Petition of Sreemunt Holdar and others, residents of Collingah, 
Petition of Ookhil Chunder Biswas, resident of Dariapore. 
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SfreVoT Government on the subject of them, for incjuiry • No. ,5.d.,ed 

^ * 15th instant. 

2. I find that all these petitions have reference to alleged occurrences whie.h have 
already formed the subject of local mvesligation by the police, aud.regula Ji! 
cial tnal by myself an. my subonlinates, and couse.p.e.ltly I do not see i , what 
direetmn I can myself institute furtl.er impdry, except under special instrue i n 
from higher authority. I observe also, that the , one of ti.ese petitions cmi t.ue 
an qipcal as it were, especially against ...y p.oeeedings in ti.ese casesrand Ihe 
partiality by which, it is asserted, tliose proceedings liave been influenced. 

submi^W V circutnsfances, it .appears to ,ne, that the best course is. to 
subtmt foi your perusal, a the papers connected with the eas.'s to which these 
petitions refer, and you w’lll then be abb' to direct such fuitlier special inquiry on 

^ reg. daily inv.stigated. an'd dis'- 

posed of by myself, and my writ ten decision will lie Inuud attached to each 
No. 3 was a mere petition containino charges, in support ..f which no 

proof was forthcoming; the o.ily definite charge brought fonvar.l hy tl,e ryots of 
Govindpore, was touching the fo.cihle ivsenc of so:nc catllc wlnil heini con- 
veyed to the thannah pGiind (the papers of wliich case also are forwarded)” The 
case was tried by tbe deputy magi.trale. Moul.ie Yataxad Hossein, and the 
factoi^^ servants were coinicted and punished. Nos. 4 ami w.ue made over to 
Mr. Howell for tna|. In one, he recom.iiemh'd arliitration, to which both nai tie.s 
agreed; the arlntration failed, and tlie final award is still pending. In the other 
case, there is nothing to show tliat any compromi.se was suggested, and no final 
orders have yet been passed. 

5 It only remains for me to bring to your knowledge eertaiii fiicts whieli the 
petitioners have either pariially or wholly suppressed. Tlie Hiswa, family who 
arc the promoters of tliese petitions, and the plaintiffs i„ most of tlic cases insti- 
tiited lealized their fori tines, more or less, in the stti vice of the (iropriefor of the 
Bansharna Factory ; they were discharged from this service but a short time ore 
vious to the commencement of the disputes which led to these case's. ^ 

G. Working on the capital realized in this service, they have for years carried 
on a considerable trade, in tlieir own ami siirroumiing villages, as inaliaiuns 
About the time of their di.scharge, Air. White determined that he wmuld umler- 
take the nialiajiince business tlironghoiit bis zetnindarree villages and to this end 
entercl into dealing.s with the Biswas, Iloldars, and oflicr malnijnns, tliromdiout 
his data, to jnircha.so their vested interests in his line of business, and secuire a 
monopoly to himself within his own laiooks. This course is not without prece- 
dent, or imiisual, I believe, amongst indigo planters holding zemimJarees m this 
district. In taking oyer the stock of the-e niahajuns, disputes arose as to terras 
and the laetoiy propiielor doubtlc'-s imide use (;f his inflnenlial po.sitiou as their 
zemindar to press his own terni>. It is stated, that force wtis used to gain pos- 
session of the full quantity of grain, &c., which the zemindar asserted that he was 
to receive, according to the terms of the tran.-aeiion, for thcMransfer of the maha- 
jiiiiee rights and interests. On such foundation, it is probable that the char.res 
of the Poragatcha and Collinga ryots were brought forward, ami these charges 
amounted to little less than actual dacuity. Of such charges, the factory servants 
could not be convicted on the pvidenco adduced ; ami the e.xaggeration and falsity 
of the charges is apparent throughout the proceedings. 

7. In regard to such pa.ssages in the petitions as reflect on Mr. Deputy Magis- 
trate Howell and myself, personally, I may state, tlv; former has onlv once visited 
the Baiisbarria Factory, and that was tyi the occasion of h*is going to'make a local 
investigation on the subject of one of these cases at Collingah, which village is 
situated within one or two miles of the factory, and that, except on purely business 
matters, I have myself, for tbe last year and upwards* held no communication 
whatever with either of the Messrs. White, of Bansbarria, 
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From E, H, Lushbigton, E«q., Officiatinj^ Secretary to the Government of 

Ben^ral, to tlie Commissioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 6124)^ dated 

23 October 1859. 

Sir, 

I AM dirrcted to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Reid’s letter, No. 49, dated 
the 9th iihimo, subniirting the report called for in Orders, No. 15, of the 15th 
Anmiht last, (jii the five petitions presented to the Lieutenant Governor, when at 
Kisljiiaglmr, by certain inliabitants of the Handrah, Meherpore and Hanskhally 
thaiinalis, coniphiining of the oppressions practised upon them by Mr. White, of 
the I'ansbarria Indigo Factory. 

2. The report sliovvs that Mr. White, in the several cases referred to in peti- 
tions, Nos. 1 and 2, was charged with having plundered the houses of the petitioners 
to a eoii^ideiable amount of property, cut down tliejr trees, deprived them of their 
lakheraj title-deeds, and caused the lands in the vicinity of their houses to be 
dug up, so as to prcve.nt tlnir obtaining ingress thereto, and that the cases were 
all dismissed by the magistrate as not pro\ed, although in three of them, .viz., in 
the plunder of property complained of by Umhica Churn Biswas, and in two 
others, the deputy magistrate. Baboo Dvvarkanauth Dey, to whom the cases 
were made over, recommended that certain of the offenders should be fined and 
imprisoned, and required to make good the value of the plundered property. 

3. The second case noticed by Mr. Reid is that in which the petitioners charge 
Mr. White with having plundered their houses and cattle, and object to the order of 
Mr'Howcll, the depiitN magistrate, referring the case to arbitration. The Officiating 
C(jmmi.''8ion(T remarks that the case wais clearly not one for arbitration, and the 
deputy magistrate was wrong in having resorted to that method of adjnstintg it. 
It is iiiKlcistood tliat this case, which was in>titiited so far back as the (ith June, 
is still undisposed of, and that Mr. Reid has given instructions for its being 
brought to a speedy termination. 

4. The case next adv(»rtecl to is that of Okhil Chunder Biswas, who (as repre- 
sented by the petitioner himself) was seized wlieri near Mr. White’s factory, col- 
lecting some debts which were due to him, and after being dragged to the factory 
by Mr. White’s men, was flogged by Mr. White l)imself. The petitioner has 
there descril)e(l liow was conveyed as a prisoner from factory to factory for a 
space of one month, when he escaped ; the cause of all this oppression being that 
he bad formerly ))een a servant of the factory, and that having been dismissed 
from employ, Ik^ refused to take advances from Mr. White fur sowing indigo. 
The Officiating Oomiiiissioner remaikb on the delay on the part of Mr. How^ell 
in the disposal of this case, wdiicli w\as commenced on the 30th May, and was 
still pending at tlie end of August, on his neglect to e.xamine the complainant’s 
person when he fir>t appeared before him to charge Mr. White with the assault 
and false imprisonment, and on his endeavour to persuade the plaintiff to com- 
promise the case. 

5. The trial of the other case of oppression, in which Seetul Turufdar was carried 
off by Mr. VVhite's.iiTcn, has resulted in the conviction of six of the factory people, 
though the individual who had been seized is not yet forthcoming. 

6. Tlie Officiating Commissioner reports that he has instructed the present 
officiating magistrate to recall to his own file such of the cases of the petitioners 
as may still remain undisposed of, as well as, ^or the present, any others in 
wdiich Mr. White anJl the servants of the Bansharria Factory may be parties, 
and to institute the strictest inquiry as to what has become of the missing man, 
ScetuI Turufdar. 

• 

7. The Lieutenant Governor directs me to inform you that he agrees with 
Mr. Reid in his remarks on the proceedings of Mr. Cockerell, the magistrate, 
and Mr. Howell, tlic deputy magistrate, in the cases of these disputes, and 
approves of Mr. Reid’s? arders in the matter, but I am at the same time 
desired to observe that the Lieutenant Governor has derived an unfavouraBle 
impression of the manner in which the people have been protected by the magis- 
terial autliorities of Nuddea from oppression, such as has beyond doubt been 
exercised in the cases brought to notice. 
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8 . The Lieutenant Governor heard in a general way, when on his tour at 
Nuddea, of complaints from natives that in indigo cases they did not get real 
protection ; and this string of unsatisfaetorily investigated and hastily dismissed 
cases now reported upon, makes it impossible for Ijim to fed certainly convinced 
that every tiling that can be legitimately done has been usually done in iluii dis- 
trict to repress abuses of this class. The Lieutenant Governor does not impute 
partiality to any of the officers concerned, but lie cannot escape the impression 
that more active and intelligent mtasures would have liad more satisfactory 
results ; whereby all parties sliould •have been made to feel that their disputes 
must not be settled by the ^rong band. 

8. The Lieutenant Governor is surprised that Mr. f'ockerell, in his report to 
the Officiating Commissioner, has omitted all mention of the charge* pf wrongful 
imprihoiiment for a month brought against Mr. W hile, vvliidi as yet stands 
unrefuted. 

10. These cases, which are known to be of daily occurrence, in wbicli ryots 
are kidnapped and imjirisoned, and carried from place to place by zemindars and 
planters with impunity, art* a disgraceful blot upon the district administration in 
Bengal ; and it is the duly of every magisterial officer to strain every nerve to 
bring them home to the offenders, when they can obtain a clue to tliem. On 
the present occasion tlierc was the person wronged before Mr. Howell, whose 
evidence, jf credited, would prove the ciise. Instead of doing all that could be 
done to ascertain the truth, and acting, it must be presumed, in the belief that 
the charge was true, the dejuty magistrate recommended a compromise; as 
though the case had been a trifling squabble or a nominal assault, instead of a 
charge of one of the grossest acts of oppression ami cruelty that can be imagined, 
short of injury to life or limb. 

11. Mr. CockcTell must be called upon to explain his silence in this most grave 
matter. A magistrate should not allow himself to be kept by a subordinate 
in ignorance of such a case having been disclosed; and if Mr. Cockerell was 
informed of it, his conduct would appear to l)e quite inexplicable. 

12. So much blame appears also to he attached to Mr. Howell in these pro- 
ceedings that the Lieutenant Governor must call upon him fur his defence in 
order to take into cousidcraiion what orders should be passed on him personally. 

13. On receiving Mr. Howell’s explanation, you will be so good as to forward 
it with an expression of you;' opinion as to whether Mr, Howell is yet suffi- 
ciently qualified to exercise the special powers of an assistant to a magistrate 
with which he has lately been vested. 

14. In conclusion, I am desired to request that you will insist on the re- 
maining cases against Mr. W bite being thoroughly sifted, and that you will 
call upon the present officiating magistrate to dispose of them himself, with all 
the consideration which cases involving such charges may appear lo require. 


From ji. GrotCt Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Officiating 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 151 Cf.), dated 19 November 
1859. 

• 

Sir, . 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 8124, dated 
!28id ultimo, conveying the orders of his Honor the Lieutenant Governor on my 
predecessor’s letter, dated the 9th September prevfous, and with reference to its 
11th paragraph to submit copy of a letter dated 17th instant, containing the 
farther ex^anation called for from Mr. Cockerell. 

2. The ja^ment which has been formed by his Honor of Mr. Cockerell’s 
|>rDoeediag8 in the £ve cases under notice, was famed on a report made after 
wn examhta^OB of the records, and as I have not seen these 1 must leave Mr. 
Cockerells present letter to make its own impression. It appears that Mr. 
i>epu^ Magiatmte Howell did not recosamend a campromise in the case 
referred to in paragraph 10 of your letter. 
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3 . In justice to Mr. Cockerell, and to myself who have now administered this 
division tor nearly four years, 1 venture rcsjjectfully to state it as my conviction 
that no such general feeling prevails amongst the inhabitants of Nuddea as that 
which is alluded to in your dth paragraph as having been made the subject of 
complaint to the Lieutenant Governor on his tour through the district. I believe 
that all know well that full protection will be afforded by the police autho- 
rities at the station to such as choose to take the trouble to seek it. The punish- 
ment iiirticted by Mr. Cockerell on Mr. lri})p, of Bamoondeah, some two years 
back, liad the effect of convincing parties 'that their disputes would not be 
allow' d to be .'•ettled by the strong hand. 

4. Possihlv the people of the Hadrali tharinah, one of the quarters from which 
the LieiitciiHiit Governor was p( iitioir. d on Ids tour, did for a period entertain 
some doiihis whetlicr it was intended that they should have any real proteclion in 
indigo ca^es; for in 1857 they saw the lie id o(‘ all the concerns in tljat thannah 
cm|)Owered as an honorary magistrate. It was Mr. Cockerell who, 1 well re- 
member, brought to uotic ■ the undue influenci' which Mr. Forlong’s assistants 
cxerv ised in that thannah consecpient on the latter gentleman’s having had 
charge ol its police. 1 he niagist< rial authorities are not responsible lor the 
doubts which the late experitneiital measure raised in the minds of the Nuddea 
people. 

5. I have marched tlirough this district from end to end, have visited its sub- 
divisions, and have talked wilh and listened lo the people, high and low, and I 
have never heard anything whicli led me to doubt the general feeling of confidence 
in Mr. Cockerell, and it is my opinion that lie is one of those officers wlio would, 
to use the expression in your 10th paragraph, strain every nerve to bring home 
to tlie offenders any case of oppression vvhieli came to his knowledge. 

6. But it behoves all magistrates, when dealing judicially with such cases, to 
guaid against the bias which the complaint of the weak against the stiong is apt 
to engender. The character of the oppressed ryot may be readily assumed, and 
is so, 1 believe, oftener than is suspected by many j)hilanthropists. 

7. The information called for in paragraphs 12 and 13 of your. letter shall be 
furnished hereafter. Mr. Cockerell being anxious that Ijis justification of his 
proceedings should be laid before Government without delay, 1 liave thought it 
expedient to reply at once partially to your call. It is my duty, moreover, before 
making over temporary charge of this office, to endeavour to undeceive his Honor 
the Lieutenant Governor of an impression vvliich, if \U'll grounded, reflects on my 
adniiiiistratiou as well as on Mr. Cockereirs. 


From F. li. Cockerell, Fsq., late Magistrate of Nuddea, to A. Grotc, Esq., 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, dated 17 November 1859. 

Sir 

I HAVE only just roceived the papers connected with the case of Okliil Chunder 
Biswas, which, for the reasons explained in iny letter of the 7tli instant, it was 
necessary for me to refer to, in order to submit the (jxplaiiation required in the 
letter, No. 6124, dated 23d ultimo, Iroiii the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, forwarded with your letter. No. 130, of the 2d instant. 

With reference to tlieDtii and lltli paragraphg^of the Secretary’s letter, I beg 
to point out that tlie'casc ailuded to in the 4lh paragraph of my letter to the 
Commissioner, on the subject of the several petitions, as No. 5, is that of Okhil 
Cliunder Biswas. My Icttcr.contained no report of the particulars of any of the 
cases, because I did not" conceive myself called upon to do more than inform the 
Commissioner to what cases the petitions presented to the Lieutenant Governor 
had reference, and how those cases had been disposed of, as well as to add such 
particulais, not to be fQund in the record, explanatory of the subject of the 
different charges against Mr. White and his people, as my knowledge of the 
existing relations between the parties concerned enabled me to supply ; for the 
rest, I submitted all the records of the cases for the Commissioner, to judge 
himself of the merits of the complaints submitted by the petitioners to Govern- 
ment. 
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In the cases investigated by the deputy mauislrate. Baboo Dwurkanath Dev 
and finally disposed ot liy myself, Mr. Reid, the Officiating Commissioner, after 
describing at some length the particulars of the charges against Mr. White and 
his people, as contained in the original complaints and depc^sitions of the peti- 
tioners, without giving any detail of the evidence for or against these charges, 
and after stating the judgment formed by the deputy magistiate, and the pnnish- 
ment which he proposed to inflict upon the accused, remarks : ‘‘ the magistrate 
did not however attend to this recommendation, but dismissed all the cases as not 
proved the inference from which would appear to be (and that such is the 
impression derived by the Lieutenant Governor from Mr. Rcitl’s report, is to be 
gathered from the expressbui “ hastily dismissed ca<os,” used in the 8tli para- 
graph ot Mr. Lusliington’s letter) that 1 had siimmaiily and hastily set aside and 
disregarded the judgment of my subordinate, and had unreasonably dismissed 
cases in which tlie charge preferred was substantially proved. 

Now, I res()ectfully submit that an inspection of the record will not justify 
such a conclusion. IJowever erroneous my judgment may have been in the 
matter, it ceitaitily was not a hasty one. i^ly decision was formed alter much 
deliberation and a very careful coiisideiation of the entire subject of the charges 
and the evidence in support of thetn ; and the grounds upon which it was based 
were recorded in my own handwriting. Mr. Jteid, in his letter, tijougb attach- 
ingu eight to the evidence for the prosecution and the report of the police officer, 
is not prepared to say that the decision may not have hecn a correct one and 
*1 venture to think that it would be affirmed and approved by liiglicT judicial 
authorities, as in accordance with the general evidence and otlicr matters on 
record. 

In regard to the case of Okhil Chunder Biswas, the charge of arrest, assault, 
and im[)risonment, was first, brought forward by his nc])hcw in a pedition pre- 
sented to me. I (lisl)elieved Ids statement, first, because lie represented that his 
relative had been seized and maltreated about nine days |)revious to his appear- 
ance liefore me, and altliougli ifiis was alleged to have taken place very near the 
police lliannalj, and within a few miles of the station, he could assign no satis- 
factory reason for not having instituted his complaint ejpdier, or given information 
to the police ; second, liecause he and his relative beloliged to a Kvbui to family, 
many members of whom had until recently been in the lactory service, and, since 
being discliarged from employ, were at feud with Mr. White, for reasons which 
I have already described in my previous letter on the subject of the petitions ; 
third, because the plaintiff, whilst admitting, on being (juesiiouod, that be did 
not accompany his relative to (he factory, nevertheless described in d(?tai] all that 
happened there, without showing liow lie became acquainted with the riarti- 
culars. 

I (lid not consequently attach such importance to the case, or proceed myself 
with iis investigation, as I otherwise should Iiave done, but made it over for trial 
and report (not for disposal, a circumstance that has not been brought to the 
notice of Government in Mr. Reid ^s import) to Mr. Deputy Magistr.ire Howell. 
Subsequently, Okhil Chunder Biswas, who was said to have been assaulted and 
confined, appeared, and presented a petition, which I immediately made over to 
Mr. Howell, as he had been previously entrusted wdtli the investigation of the 
case, who without delay took down his deposition. The man’b*stat(unenl was to 
the effect that he had been bound with cords and beaten with a leather strap. 
His body was then carefully examined, as he said he still bore marks of the 
assault; and when no mark or scar of any kind could bo discovered, he repre- 
sented that they were on a part of his person which, unless he was stripped naked, 
could not be seen. Now, in regard to this statement, hf his own account, upwards 
of a month had elapsed since he was beaten, d'lie stripes of a rattan inflicted on 
a fleshy part of the person could not possibly be visiUle so long after the date of 
their infliction, much less those of a leather strap. Moreover, the petitioner 
stated that he had been bound wiLli cords; the marks or scars caused by such 
binding, tightened as it would be by the convulsive struggles of a man under- 
going the lash, are far more indelible than the stripes of a rattan, and yet the 
plaintiff hat! not the vestige of such score on his arms or any part of his person 
when examined by the deputy magistrate. The assertion, therefore, that he still 
bore marks of a flogging, administered, according to his own statement, some six 
weeks previous, on a part of his person which he knew would not be examined, 
was, I consider, a deliberate misrepresentation, intended to give support to his 
7^* T 3 . charge. 
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charge. His account of the manner in which he effected his escape from atleored 
imprisonment was equaliy improhcible. He stated that he was last ^confined in %he 
Mahutpore Factory, and escaped on a dark night. Mabutpore is a Sudder l?ac- 
tory ; and, supposing his staiement as to his confinement there to be true, there 
was tvcarceiy any possibility of his making his escape from such a place. 

From the time that this case \vas made over to Mr. Howell for investigation 
and report, I neither saw nor heard anything of the proceedings, until the peti- 
tion • ])re8eii ted by Okhil Cbnnder Biswas to the Lieutenant Governor was 
forwarded to me. If the petitioner was at any time dissatisfied with the deputy 
niagistiate’s investigation he might have made a representation on the subject to 
me, but this he did not do. Mr. Howell, it appears, was very dilatory in liis pro- 
ceedings, and it may be considered that I should have prevented this. It is the 
practice for any case committed by the magistrate to any subordinate, for investi- 
gation and report, to he temporarily removed from the former’s file until returned 
with report for final ordcTS. And the files of my subordinate come under review 
only at the close of tlie quarter. Hence, in any ease that had not been three 
months pending, dilatoriness in the investigation of eases by subordinates would 
not necessarily come to iioiice at the time, unless such delay in the proceedings 
was specially represenfed l)y tlie parties concerned. 

There is nothing in the record of this ease, as I observed in my former letter, 
to hear out the jjctitioner’s assertion that Mr. Howell suggested a compromise in 
the matler of such a serious charge; and the deputy magistrate distinctly affirms 
that he never did so. I observe that, coupled with the assi rtion of the suggested * 
compromise is tliat of the deputy magistiate having at the same time relused to 
call for the further cvid(*nce which he tendered. An order endorsed on the 
plaintiff’s ])etition for the summons of fresh witnesses thiougli the police, shows 
this to he a misrepresentation. I’he deputy magistrate, on the ground that suf- 
ficient eausc ^^as not shown, declined to summon tl;c witnesses through the 
police, hut passed an order for their f)eing subpoenaed. Ttie plaintiff neglected 
to take out this procM Ss, and in his petition charges the deputy magistrate with 
refusing to summon liis witness at all, and reconjmending a compromise. 

5f a return be called for from tlie Nuddea Magistiate s .Court, it will be found 
that, save in very rare instances, I invariably disposed of all imptu'tant cases 
mysell, and in snclrl ever included all charges against Europeans owning property 
in the district, and their servants and dependents. It has been ray practice to 
make over cases for investigation and report to those of my subordinates who 
had had hut little experience, and thus gradually test their fitness to be entrusted 
with the absolute' disposal of judicial business. 

In this way Mr. Ho v^ ell, who has not been long employed as a deputy ma- 
gistrate, had had hut few cases made over to him, save of the most trivial 
description, for absolute disposal. Many, as in the instance of 'the cases now 
under notice, were made over to fiim for investigation and report, und I have had 
therefore ample ofijjortuiiity of judging of his capabilities. He has generally 
given me entire satisfaction. Pievious to his employment as a deputy magis- 
trate, he served under me as an overseer of the district roads, and 1 have always 
found him a very (lainstaking and laborious officer, and a person of «trict integrity. 
Whilst located, as«!ie was lor a c^msiderahle period, in the interior of thedistrict, 
he was always wSl spoken of by the people ; he is thoroughly well acquainted 
with their language and customs, and ought on every account to be well qualified 
to discharge his present duties. If he has shown a want of despatch and 
judgment in his proceedings in these cases, it is to be attributed to diffidence, 
arising out of inexperience rather than inactinfy and incapacity. 

It only remains for me fo express my very deep concern at tihe strong con- 
demnation jiassed by the Lieutenant Governor on the general conduct of the 
magisferial authorities of Uie Nuddea District, as expressed in the 8th and 9th 
paragraphs of Mr, Lushington’s letter. It is well known that the ^xresent syiitem 
of indigo cultivation, as it obtains in Nuddea and the surrounding districts, is 
regarded with no small general dissatisfaetdon by the mass of the people;, and it 
is no more than what^night be expected that the Lieutenant Gowemor, on his 
tour through the chief indigo-growing districts, should hear general conqplaintt 
against the promoters of that 8}stem, uho, by reason of the system itself ratihear 
than their own individual acts, are regarded by the majority of the people with 
more or less distrust and dklike. 

1 submit, that if there had been any want of readiness on my pmtt to esitertiSii 
• genendly 
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generally complaints of opprft©ioD! «f this class, and to institute the fullest inquiry, 
and grant the utmost redress that it was in my power to do, some representation 
on the subject mustrhave reached you as my immediate official superior ; and yet,, 
as far as I am aware, not a sio<yIe representatiou of the kind lias been made during 
the two years that I filled the Nuddea Magistrate’s Officey at least uo explanation 
or report has ever been called froru me on such subjeot. 

But it is not protection from oppression, in the way of acts af violence, I mam- 
tain, that the agricultural pupulatioa of the indigU'gro\\ing districts consider 
tliemselves to be really in want of, for oppression of such kind is at least of no 
commoner occurrence in those districts than elsculierc; the protection which 
they desire, and which no niagi.''tcTial aulliorlty can give them, is freedom from 
their obligations to cultivate the indigo plant, when their land could yield them 
afar more remunerative return by other produce. 

As regards tlie repression of crime and acts of violence against person and 
property in the Nuddea District, and the opinion fonm d by my superiors of my 
general conduct as magistrate, I solicit reference to tlie criminal and police 
reports for the last two years. It is not for me to alteinpt to juhtify myself as to 
the degree of intelligence tliat may have guided my measures in the general 
administration of the district for that period, but I trust I mav be permitted to 
say that, during the four and a lialf years in which I have filled the oHice of 
magistrate, at different periods, in three of the most important disiriets in Lower 
Bengal, that want of activity and zeal in the discharge of the various duties of a 
magistrate, to the best of my ability, has never been imputed to me. 


From E, H, Lia^hinoton, Es(j., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 

Bengal, to the Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 7055), 

dated 9 December 1859. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the recei[)t of your predecessor’s letter, No. 151, 
dated tlie 19[Ii ultimo, submitting the further explanation called for from Mr. 
Cockerell, late Magistrate of Nuddea, ndative to his procaedings in the cases of 
oppression stated to have been practised by Mr. White, of the Bansbarria Indigo 
Factory, which formed the subject of complaint in certain petitions presented to 
the Lieutenant Governor on the occasion of his late visit to Kishnaghur, and the 
particulars of which were reported in your letter, No. 49, dated tiie 9tli Se[>tember 
last. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor, liaving fully considered Mr. Q^ckcreH’s explana- 
tion, desires me to observe that he does not impute blame to that officer for his 
judicial decision in the case investig.»tcd by the deputv magistrate, Baboo 
Dwarkanauth Dey, to which Mr. Cockerell has satisfactorily shown that he 
gave all proper care and attention when disposing of it judicially. But the 
result of the whole affair is that, apart from the sworn evidence in the case, it 
seems clear, from ihc report of the naib darogah after personal inquiry on the 
spot, and from what Mr. Deputy Magistrate How’ell afterwftrds observed when 
he visited, the village in question, that outrages such as were the subject of 
complaint, which were of a violent and very public character, impossible to be 
really concealed, were committed by some people or’ other; aud it is certain 
that no one has been or ever will be punished for them. For such a result no 
credit can be claimed by tlife mag*isterial authorities of the district, at the head 
of which was Mr. Cockerell. 

3. Such acts as above referred to, I am desired to observe, are not committed 
without its being perfectly known by every villager on whefee part they are com- 
mitted; otherwise there v\ould be no motiv<i for the acts. No one will suppose 
that the police do not know what every one else knows; a single case, it is true, 
in itself proves nothing ; but presuming it not to be really doubtful on whose 
pait the open outrages in question were committed, it must be held that, as far 
as a single case can go, the fact of an open outrage of this sort, though formally 
complained of, passing over with absolute impunity, does tend to support the 
complaint of the petitioners that in this class of. cases the ryots have not been 
duly protected by the public authorities. 
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3d paragrapli of 
Government lelter. 
7th and 8th para- 
graphs of Officiat- 
ing Comm ission c 1 ’s 
letter. 


4th, lolh, 12th, 
13th paragraohs of 
^vernmcnt letter, 

9th to 1 1 th para- 
graphs of Omciat- 
ing Commissioner’s 
Utter. 


4. The denial of Mr. Howell that he recommended a compromise of the case 
of Okhil Chimder Bisv\a9, is considered by the Lieutenant Governor to be 
perfectly satisfactory on that point; though, considering the nature of the 
charge, and the languid and dilatory manner in which it was dealt with, it is 
not surprising that the complainant should have got an impression that he was 
expected to compromise. In all other points, however, both in respect of Mr. 
HowelTs dcalimj: with the case and of the magistrate losing sight of a ca^^e of 
such a nature, the ()iiii:inal opinion formed by the Lieutenant Governor of the 
case of Okhil Cliiirider Biswas, as derived from your report of the 9th September 
last, remains unshaken. 

5. The remaining cases noticed in your report above referred to, have not 
been touched upon in Mr. Cockerell’s letter. 

6. The Lieulenant Governor accepts with much satisfaction Mr. Grotes 
assurance that no gent'ral feeling exists in Nuddea that the people do not in 
some cases get real protection; although it is not the less certain that some 
persons either have or pretend to have such a feeling. It may also. be observed 
that it was only in the district of Nnddea tliat any petitions sucli as those out of 
which this correspondence has arisen, were received during the late tour. Much 
importance, however, is attached by the Liiuitenant Governor to Mr. Grotes 
remark on the effect of entrusting the police of a tliarinah to a person deeply 
engaged in nieicantilc concerns in that tliannah. 

7. In conclusion, I am desired to add, that although the impression originally 
made upon the mind of the Lieutenant Governor by the complaints of the 
petilioriers, in connexion with your report upon them, lias iK't been affected by 
Mr. GoekercH’s ox])lanation, the Lieutenant Governor attaches clue weight to 
Mr. Grote’s general testimony in favour of that officer, whoso efficiency and zeal 
in the performance of his duties generally, the Lieutenant Governor has never 
doubted. 


From //. A/, Reid, Es(j., Officiating Commissioner of the Nnddea Division, to 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 160 Ct.), dated 13 De- 
cember 1859. 

Sir, 

In continuation of Mr. Commissioner Grote’s letter, No. 151, dated the 19th 
ultimo, I have the honour to submit copy of a letter dated the 18th idem, con- 
taining Mr. Deputy Magistrate Howell’s explanation on the subji cfs referred to 
in your letter, No. 6124, dated the 23(1 October last. 

2. In the 2(1 to 5th paragraphs of his letter, Mr. How^ell enters into an 
explanation of the circunistances under which tlie case of Sreemont Haidar arid 
others was referred to arbitration, and of the subsequent delay which occurred 
in disposing of the case on the failure of the arbitration pioceedings. Mr. 
Howell’s defence amounts to ihi% viz., that the arbitration proceedings were had 
recourse to, not at»his instance, but at the request of the parties concerned, and 
that there was n?) unnecessary delay in his subsequent conduct of the case. 1 
am of opinion that the deputy magistrate committed an enor of judgment in 
allowing the parlies to arbitrate the case through the medium of the court, even 
although they themselves requested it to be so dealt wu’th, and he was the more 
wrong in having done so when the case was* made over to him, not for final 
decision, but, as explained by the magistrate Mr. Cockerell, merely for report. 
(I'he explanation about the delay which occurred in the subsequent disposal of 
the case cannot, in mj opmion, be regarded as satisfactory. 

3. Mr. How(dl, in the 6th to 11th paragraphs of his letter, explains his 
conduct regarding the case of Okhil Chunder Biswas, and states liis reasons for 
not having insisted on the complainant exhibiting the marks alleged to be borno 
on his person. Mr. flowtll further denies that he ever directly or indirectly re- 
commended the complainant to compromise the case; and he further offers 
explanation of the delay which occurred in the case being disposed of. 

4. I am of opinion that Mr. Howell’s explanation on the first point can 
scarcely be regarded as sufficient, in the absence of any memorandum on the 

record 



INDIGO CULTIVATION IN BENGAL 153 

record of his Imving carefully, in the first instance, examined the complainant’s 
legs and arms and the rest of his body, and having- found no marks of any beat- 
ing upon them. Such a memorandum is usually recorded in cases of the like 
description, and it would have been satisfactory had one been recorded in the 
present case. Mr. Howell’s emphatic denial of his having ever advised a com- 
promise in this case is, 1 consider, quite satisfactory, and there is nothing on the 
record to show that he recoibmended one. 'fhere seems, I would remark, to 
have been some misapprehension on the part of Government regardimr this 
point {vide concluding part of your 4th paragrapli). It will be found, on°refer- 
riiig to that portion of my letter which has reference to this case, tliat the 
assertion that Mr. Howell had ordered it to be compromised was made Iry the 
petitioners in their petition to the Lieutenant Governor, and that, in summing 
up the real facts of the case, as shown by the record, I did not make any allusion 
to the compromise, which I should of course have done had it been apparent 
from the record that Mr. Howell had directed one to be made. Mr. llov\ ell’s 
explanation reg^ding the delay which has occurred in the disposal ol this case 
is not^ in my opinion, satisfactory. 

5 . With advertence to your 13th paragraph, I would beg to observe that, 
although Mr. Howell’s proceedings in the cases under report evince some want 
of judgment and unnecessary delay, yet that I am not prepared to recommend 
to Government, until I have seen something more of his work, such an extreme 
measure as taking from him the special powers with which he has recently been 
invested. I propose reporting further on the subject shortly. In the meantime 
it is my opinion that Mr. Howell should not at present be posted to the charge 
of a sub-division, nor should his powers be further increased until he shall have 
passed the higher standard examination. 

C. I take the opportunity of drawing the attention of Government to Mr, 
Grote’s letter. No. 152Ct., dated the 22d ultimo, in which he recommends tliat 
Mr. Howell should be transferred to the district of Ruiigpore, to which he origi- 
nally stood appointed, the number of Deputy Magistrates and Deputy Collectors 
at Nuddea being larger than requisite. ^ 

7. With advertence to your 14tli paragrapli, the instructions contained in 

which have been duly communicated to the magistrate, I have to report that the 
cases of Sreemont Haidar and Okhil Chunder Turufdar are still undisposed 
of, owing, as the officiating magistrate reports, to the non-attcndance of the 
parties. , 

8. I find further, on referring to the record of the case of Ram Coomar 

Biswas, that the missing man, Seetul Turufdar, who is alluded to in the 12th and 
13th paragraphs of my letter of the 9th September last, is reported by the police 
darogah to have been carried away in a wounded state to the factory of 
Lindooree, in the district of Jessore, and there to have died of epilepsy. The 
present magistrate, Mr. Drummond, has been instructed to make a thorough 
investigation into this very grave assertion, and tlie magistrate of Jessore has 
been directed to afford him every possible aid in elucidating the real facts of 
the case. . 

9. The Nuddea magistrate has further been instructed to give his best atten- 
tion to the early and careful disposal of the above two cases referred to. 


Memorandum from L. R. Tottenham, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, 
(No. 280) ; dated 19 November 1869. ‘ 

Forwarded to tho Commissioner of Circuit, Nuddea Division, with reference 
to his office memorandum. No. 16lCt., dated the 2d instanj. 


7 a. 


U 
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From J, E. Howell, Esq., Deputy Magistrate of Nudelea, to Z. R, Tottenham^ 
Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Niiddea; dated 18 November' 1859. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the liononr to acknowledge the receipt of your ofiice ineiTiorandum, 
No. 26*0, dated Otli instant, forwarding Government ktrer, No. 6,124. In reply I 
beg most respi ct fully to .state, that I cannot help regretting that the Officiating 
Commissioner should have taken so un favour a brie a view of my proceedings iu 
the two eases’^ made over to me for report. 

2. Adverting to the .Ird paragraph of the Secretary’s letter, I beg to observe 
tliat, after I had gone over the papers of Sreemont Haidar’s case, I resolved on 
going to the spot, that I iniglit satisfy myself Whether the injury complained of 
by the plaintiff has been really sustained by him or not, or to what extent. 

3. On my arrival on the spot, in village Colinga, I was surprised to find every- 
thing in good order, and to all appearance as if no injury v^hatever had been sus- 
tained by the com[)lainant ; and when asked to point out tlie injuries complained 
of, I found that he could not do so. The. petitioner must have imagined that 
there wonld have been no actual inquiry on the spot, but simply that he would 
have been called upon to adduce pi oof by witTicssos alone, and was quite unpre- 
jiared for an iiupiiry on the spot, for he had stated in his p(‘tition that. his houses 
had been forcibly entered, and the wlioleof his moveable property and grain plun- 
dered and carritd off by Mr. White and his servants, and what could not be 
removed, destroyed or greatly damaged. While on the spot tlie property seemed 
not to have sustained any injury wliatever. I also recollect that he had admitted, 
when cross-(]uestioned, that he had sold a good portion of his grain in the Bun- 
giiljhee Bazar, while he stated that he liad been plundered of the whole by Mr. 
White and his scr\ants. 

4. The plaintiff perceiving that he was quite iniable to prove on the spot the 
circuinstaners alleged in his complaint, he now begged to he allowed, with Mr. 
White’s coiisent, to pat. the ea'^e into arbitration ; and as I cons dered that the 
case would he best settled in this manner, if both parties were willing to this 
mode of settlement, 1 told the plaintiff iliat, if he obtained Mr. AVliire’s consent 
(lor he had made Mr. White the defendant in the case), and that if both parties, 
bv S( parato petitions, expressed their williiigijrss to a settlenumt of the ease in 
this maniK'r, I would not object to it. But I distinctly aflirm, that the sugges- 
tion to subject the case to arbitration did not ( inunate from me, but from the 
plaintiff hiin.-e'f, and 1 only agreed to it on the expre-sud wish of both parties, 
llolh parties having agreed to this mode of adjustment, the ease was made over 
to arbitrators, and a reasonable time allowed th(‘m to dispose of tlie case, on the 
expiration of wiiicli period the arbitiators applied for a i’uriher extension of time 
to enable them to settle the case; time was granted them. In tin; meanwhile tlie 
Lieutenant (jovernor arrived, and the j)laintiffs having presented a petition to 
him, the arbitrators came forward and returned the case to the court, now for the 
first time (after they had had the case nearly a month) stating that they could 
not dispose of th« case, as Mr. White, the defendaiit in the case, so long allowed 
to be as such, ‘was not the real defendant. I leave you to judge whether it 
re(juired them a mouth to find this out; or was this nmrciy an excnije to get rid of 
the case ? 

5. On the case being received into court, I oi^dcred that it sliould be forthwith 
proce eded on without any further delay. At this stage of the proceedings the 
magistrate called for the case, and forwarded it to the Officiating Commissioner, 
with his remarks and report, since when it has not been returned to my file. 

6. In rejdy to the 4th and 10th paragraphs of the Secretary’s letter, refer- 
ring to Okhil CImiider Biswas’ case, I beg most respectfully to urge that I cannot 
perceive liow the Officiating Commissioner assumes, from the proceedings, that I 
suggested a compromise, or that the case has sprung out of an attempt to force 
indigo advances on the plaintiff by the defendant, for I cannot see that this view 
of the case can be received from any of the papers on the file-* How, then, the 
Officiating Commissioner arrived at this conclusion I am at a loss to imagine. 

7. I intentionally took a long time in the consideration of this case, because I 

deemed 
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deemed it one of a gmve nature and wished to give the plaintiff every means in 
Lis power to substantiate his plaint. The witnesses he brought in the fiS 
instance I did not consider as trustworthy, for they were nearly all discharcred 
servants of the factory, and tlieir evidence is full of discrepancies ; and in ems 
Questioning them, some have so contradicted themselves as to have destroXl 
their own testnnony, and others did not await cross-questioning, but absented 
themselves. P aintiff iKTceiving this b. ggod to be allolved to put in another list 
of wi nesses, who he said were Air. White’s servants, but respectable men who 

in En.lli!l, tow “ ”»ra|»nie<i l,y 

an Ln^hJi Icttci, to tlie employer to produce the parties niiimd by the 'plaintiff 

On hearing this, the plaintif, Okhil Churider Bi -was, objected to the i2 

adopted, stating that if .Mr. White became aware of the circumstance, he would 

tamper with the witnesses before they came into court. He wanted them to be 

summoned through the darogah. Had Okhil Chunder Biswas not objected to 

their being summoned m the manner generally adopted in calling in the servants 

0 emp oyers, and had the employer failed to attend to tlie rcqi.isiti„n of the 
courL the plaintiff would have bad the benefit of this refractory disposition 
shown in not attending to the court’s process, hut he would not have this. 

r if‘ f that he was tied up to a puller, and heaten most unmerci- 

fully liy the defendant with a stirrup-leather. 

0. With respect to this circumstance, I beg to state, that 011 bi.s- app, aiiiio- 
icforc me I carefully examined lii.s arms, liack.scftt, tliiaii.s, hut found no marks’ 

1 examined his arin.s more particularly, as I iniagiiu>a ihat, ifhe had beeii 
flogged as lie stated, liis attempts to release himself in lii.s sti iigglL.- would have 
ett some niark.s ot the rope ties, wliile those from a piece of loa'ihor might have 
been obliterated between the time the injury was said to have been inflicted and 
his appearance before tlic court (one mouth), while llie ejmnees were that some 
marks on the skin from the rojie fastening might he slid visible. But I beg to 
add that no mark whatever was vi.sililc to my exainiualioii. .After this caimful 
examiiiatiou 1 again asked the filaiiuiff how it was tilut he could not show a 
single mark, alter lie h.id received so severe a beating as he represented, to which 
lie gave the response on record, 

10. Had the man been so severely heaten as he said, it is likely there would 
lave been marks over his person, and not only in one pl.ice, as he asserted. Had 
tlie mark been of any consequence it would have been visible tbrough the very 
gauzc-like cloth that his loins were wrapped in. A Ix^aring given under the 
Struggles -of the party on whom it was intheted coubi not have been laid on only 
m one place, but must Iniye been laid pn over the wlioh’ seat, which 1 inspected, 
and not only in one invisible part that the man from sliame could not expose! 

t must be borne in mind that the [ilaiiitiff came inio court a full inonih (or 
more) after the beating, and wounds from a strap ot leatber, however severe, had 
lull time to heal within this period. I considered the charge of a grave nature, 
and was desirous to give the man every chance in my power to adduce proof, 
which caused the delay in disposing of the case. Hud I not been impelled by 
t us motive, I should have summarily dismissed the case as ndt proved by the 
evidence adduced. ' 

11. Lastly, I beg emphatically to deny that in this case I either verbally, or 
by written order, recommenddli ,or evtn suggested la compromise. There is 
nothing in the proceedings from which it can be inferrtiid that •! did so, and the 
petitioner s assertion in this respect is entirely false. 

12. From the explanations given relative to the case^ alluded to in the 3d, 4th, 
and 10th paragraphs of the Secretary’s letter, 1 trust that liis Honor tlie Lieu- 
enant Governor and the Commissioner will see that every facility was allowed 

pt'ove their cases, in order that their grievances might be 

13. I beg most respectfully to draw attention to the magistrate’s report on 

these cases. ® 

14. I further beg most respectfully to refer to the opinions entertained and 
expressed of me in the reports to the Officiating Commissioner, noted in the 

y ^ margin. 


No. 53, daf^ 
24 August 185; 
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margin, formed, no doubt, from my general conduct, and from the manner 
in which I had conducted my duties under them, my late immediate superiors, 
Mr. Belli and Mr. Cockerell. 

16. And that I have not slackened in my efforts, or in energy, ability, and zeal 
in the discharge of my duties now, I most respectfully appeal to my present im- 
mediate superiors, the Collector and Officiating Magistrate, who, 1 have no doubt, 
will respectively testify to the manner in which I attend to the performance of 
my present duties. 


From E. H. Lushington, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 

Bengal, to the Officiating Commissioner of th* Nuddea Division (No. 136); 

dated 21 January 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 166 Ct., dated the 
13th ultimo, submitting, with remarks, the explanation required from Mr. 
Deputy Magistrate Howell, regarding his proceedings in the cases of oppression 
said to be practised by Mr. White, of the Bansbarriah Indigo Factory. 

2. In reply, I am desired to intimate that the Lieutenant Governor agrees in 
the view taken by you in regard to the compromise point, and Mr. Howell’s 
explanation is quite satisfactory ; but the delay, considering the nature of the 
charges, whether true or false, is not. Mr. Howell, the Lieutenant Governor 
doubts not, will avoid such an error in future. 

3. Mr. Howell will hereafter be transferred to some distriot where there is 
more need of a Deputy Magistrate. At present the Lieutenant Governor refrains 
from acting on Mr, Grote’s suggestion for his transfer to tlie district of Rung- 
pore, lest it should appear that the fault found with his proceedings in Nuddta 
has been more serious than it really is. 


From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal (No. 6) ; dated 29 March 1860. 


Sir, 

In continuation of my predecessor, Mr. Reid’s letter of the 13th December 
last, No. 1 66Ct., I have the honour to annex copy of the late Magistrate of 
Nuddea, Mr. Drummond’s decision in the case of Okhil Chunder Biswas. 


2. The case of Scetul Turufdar is still pending. No trace of the missing man 
has yet been found, and that of SreemonfHaldar has been compromised. 


Horochunder Ghose 
Mr. W. White. 

Defendant *- Defendant was a 
Gomashta, and was dismissed j did 
not 

this ; 

was going to complain against him 
Defendant a denies. 


Beepin Beharry Biswas. — My uncle was defendant’s lusseeldar of 
Dukhinparah, &c. He was dismissed. He came to Joypore village to 
can y on his affairs. On the 9th Bysack, while sitting in Omesh Mooker- 
T know 

I 

w'Hs sitting near him. His name is Okhil Biswas. The lattials told me 
that Mr. White ^ave the order. (The neighbours aro respectable, but they 
are defendant’s ryots.) 


'defendant *- Defendant was a can y on his affairs. On the 9th Bysack, while sitting in Omesh Mook 
mashta, and was dismissed j did jea’s house, six or seven lattials came and carried him off. I kn 
give his Nika8h,^nd has brought defendants, and he pointed out my undo. Don’t know where he is. 

I false complaint, as the Saheb sittings near him. His name is Okhil Biswas. The lattials told 


Mody Sheikh . — I pnd Rodim were going to Heraatpore to buy cows. Met Okhil and 
the lattials, and asked him, Where are you going ? ” &c. (Not very credible.) 


Modoosoodun . — On the 10th, two dond bela, they took him to the south of the Saheb s 
house, tied his hands, ^nd the Saheb beat him with a stirrup-leather. Oomesh Chundro 
and Ilolodhur Ghose Dewan were there; they said Wash him.” I got my juwab lour days 
after. 


* Mooideen Nikaree . — I and Golub, going to buy mangoes, met four or five lattials. Same 
as Mody Sheikh. 4 

Golah Sirdar f sitting near Okhil Biswas ; he was taken away. 

Okhil Chundro Biswas * — I was formerly^ Gomaslita of Dukhinparah, Mr. White told 
me often to bully the ryots, and dismissed me in Ashar because I would not. In Bysack 
i was in Joypore on my own affairs. On the 9th I went to the Saheb’s Mai Gomoshta there; 
just then defendant Oomesh Ghose, Okhil Ghose, Gadey Sheikh, three others. Defendant 
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said, Do you obey the Saheb?” They look me to the cutcherry; (my nephew, plaintiff, 
was there.) Oomesh Chundro, superintendent, said, Have you brought the 300 rupees?” 
I was unwilling to dve a 6ne. Rameshur Bagdi, &c., beat me. Wanted five rupees a 
day? Next day defendant gave order. Rameshur Bagdi, See,, took me to the south 
verandah, beat me with a stirrup-leather. Then the Saheb send me to Gacha Factory to 
Issur Mitter. I was beaten well. I remained two days at Puleanpore, in a Polatokee 
Bagdee's house, in Madary Sheikh’s jumma. Then three days in Boidonauth Sirdar’s 
house. Then 1 went five days to Tarachand Paik’s house at Peepragatchee. Then to 
Gongadhur Biswas’ house. Next day was (aken back to Bansberriah, one day there; 
again for seven days at Boidnath’s house. Then one day in Tebooleah Sheikh’s, at Gatcha. 
Then seven d^s in the Khooty there. Three days at Mohotpore Khooty. On the 5th 
of this month I ran away from there in a dark night. Have got marks of beating ; can’t 
show them. 

Oomesh Chundro Roy,--^yf Okhil in Tara Chand’s house at Peepragatchee. Had 
gone to look for a cow. Lattials were there. 

Boidonauth Doss, — Ditto, Ditto. — Ombica Churn Biswas wasa Mohurirat Bansberriah. 
Ditto at the factory. 

Ukhoy Chundro was a godown Mohurir. Saw Okhil there. 

I consider that the evidence recorded above clearly proven that Horochunder Ghose, the 
defendant, was one of those who carried off the plaintiff Okhil. There are no discrepan- 
cies, and I put faith in Okhil’s story. I am sorry that the part relating to his being taken 
to Bansberriah, and being beaten by Mr. William White, is not better proved. I cannot 
put faith on the evidence of Modoosoodun, a dismissed servant of White’s ; and without 
that there is not enough to convict White, although I cannot help thinking him guilty. 
The defendant Horochunder denies the charge, but fails to clear himself. He is the prin- 
cipal offender in this outrage, and I think is deserving of a very severe punishment, in order 
to put a stop to this sort of conduct of White’s, by making his instruments see that they will 
be punished. I am sorry there is not enough to punish White upon, but I must order him 
to be released. The defendant Horochunder will be imprisoned for six months, and pay a 
fine of 50 rupees, or labour. 

(signed) E, Drummond, 

29 December 1869. Magistrate. 


From A, R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 1,446) ; dated 2 April 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 6, dated the 29th 
ultimo, enclosing a copy of the late Magistrate of Nuddea, Mr. Drummond’s 
decision in the case of Okhil Chunder Biswas, and in reply, to inform you that 
in the opinion of the Lieutenant Governor it is a clearly substantiated case of 
the class known to be so common, of kidnapping and lengthened false imprison- 
ment in different places. 

,2. It is much to be regretted that the principal party, in whose interest the 
offence was committed, has escaped all punishment. For it is impossible to 
suppose that the prisoner sentenced committed the outrage on his own account. 

3. I am desired to request that you will be so good as to^ forward to this office 
another copy, more carefully written, of Mr. Drummond’s decision, as the one 
sent by you is full of clerical errors. 


From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nud^lea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal (No. 63Ct.) ; dated 6 March 1860. 

Sir, • • 

I BEG to lay before his Honor the LieutenantGovernor, copy of a letter, No. 64, 
‘dated 26th ultimo, from the Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea. 

2. In reply, I inquired whether Bishto Ghose had* himself been concerned in 
Seetul Turufdar’s case, and what might be the general character of the evidence 
which he professed himself ready to give. I find now that he was not concerned 
in the above case, but that he was at the Bansberriah Factory when Seetul 
Ttirufdar was taken there. This much he admits, but he will say nothing more 
.till he is assured of pardon. 

72 . u 3 3. Kir. 
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3. Mr. Hersehcl repeats his recommendatian, and expresses a hope that no 
legal ohjection may inteiferc with its bei!>g complied with. By doing so we are 
laying ourselves open to be duped, and but little weight can attach to a statement 
tendered under such circumstances. Unless Bishto Ghose’s story is one that 
admits (.f bcir»g proved by the evidence of other disinterested witnesses, we shall 
not gain much l)y listening to it. 

4. I would tell Bishto Ghose that if, on the information wliicb he gives us, the 
offence of kidnapping Scetul Turufdar is brought home to conviction, a report for 
his enlargement tiom jail, under bis present sentence, will be submitted fdr the 
favourable consideration of Government. 


From W, J. IJersche/, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nudrh a, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 04) ; dated 25 February IBOO. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to report that Bislito Ghose, the Jemadar of lattials in 
Mr. W' bite’s Faetoiy., of Bansberriah, who was summoned in tlie Bansberriali 
case (in uliicli Mr. White was punisbed), has appeared and given his defence. 
He has been convicted of the crime, and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment, 
being tlic same punisbmciil a» was assigned lo others or jdmilar guilt. 

2. Previous to the decision, the plaintiff’s had put in a razecnamah in the case, 
Bishto Gho'-e having olli red to give important evidence in the case of Seetul 
Turufdar, if allow ed to go free in this case. Mr. Drninnioiid rejected the razee- 
nainah. I have now the honour to request tb.at an application he made, with all 
practicable speed, to Goveinment, for a conditional pardon to the prisoner, the 
condition being that he should give full evidence in the case of Seetul Turufdar. 

c* o 


rrem Lord H. U. Brotene, Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Connnissioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 929) ; dated 14 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter, No. 03, dated the 
6t.h instant, and in reply to inform yon that the Lieutenant tjovernor is pleased 
lo give a promise of pardon to the jjrisoncr Bishto Ghose, on the condition 
that he gives full, true, and material evidence in the case of Seetul Turufdar. 


— No. 12.— 

From J. Forlong, Es()., Indigo Planter, to E. H. LusUngton, Esq., Officiating 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal; dated 24 November 1869. 

My dear Sir, ^ 

The enclosed correspondence will duly reach, the Honourable the Lieutenant 
Governor through the usual channel of the Cotnmi.'^sioner and the magistrate of 
this district. As I am anxious, houever, that the letters should come without 
delay under the Lieutenant Governor’s notice, may 1 beg you will he good 
enough to hand them to him, and also acquaint yoRrself with the same. I feel 
assured that the letters addressed to the magistrate and to the Reverend Mr. 
Blumhardt will meet «ith Mr. Grant’s approval. A most extraordinary impres- 
sion has gone abroad that Mr. Grant is extremely hostile to indigo planters, 'and 
has a desire to put a slop‘to planting altogether. This, 1 know, is a mere idle 
tale, insidiously circulated among the people, but still, most strange to say, it is 
among the ryots very widely credited. 

In this country, and especially in an indigo district, an Englishijian comes in 
collision with petty interest*8 altogether opposed to European enterprise ; every 
effort is niade to place him in a false position, and ryots often set up to assume 
independent action against him, who know not the meaning of the terms, and 
who are little better than slaves to their mahajuns. At present, from the high 
price of everything, the necessaries of life are procured with difficulty by the 

mass- 
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mass of the people, and a small talookdar or mahajun, who supplies the ryots 
with food, sometimes compels thenj to act Ugainst the planter, whose crop inter- 
feres with others they wish the ryot to grow, at a rate certainly to the ryot not 
more remunerative than indigo, however advantageous such crops may be to 
themselves. 

There is no instance of late yeais of any large zemindar in this district quar- 
relling with a planter, and in every case where opposition to the planter arises it 
is to be traced to the middleman, or mahajnn, who is in the habit of supplying 
the ryot with food at rates almost incredibly usurious, and who, under the pre- 
tence of releasing the ryot from subjection to the planler, has only the wish to 
place him more under his own. There are evils and annoyances coniieeied with 
planting of which 1 am quite aware, and which are mucli to l)e regretted, hut 
they arise from causes not to he overcotne by any skill or oven liberality on the 
part of the planters, and which, in the present state of education and morals 
among the agricultural population, are utterly beyond his control. 

I am certain, and that after long years of experience, that the result of an 
inquiry made by the Lieutenant Goxuunor would show that the condition and 
general comfort of the ryots in any large indigo district much exceeded what 
the same class possessed in any district in which indigo planting, or any sort of 
enterprise making the settlcmeiU of Europeans in, the district necessary^ were 
unknown. 

1 trust the Lieutenant Governor will kindly excuse my troubling him as I 
now do. 


From J* Forlongy Esq., Indigo Planter, to i. It. Toiityiham^ Esq., Magistrate 
of Zillali Nuddea; dated 23 November 1859. 

Sir, 

1 BEG to scud you copies of certain letters I liavc just sent to tlie Reverend 
Mr. Blumhardt, the senior missionary in tliis district. The letters will, I think, 
prove to you how anxious I arn, and have always l>een, to see justice done to 
every ryot connected with the large property undiT my charge. 

In my letter of the 7tli I mentioned my anxiety to redress any wrongs the 
Pathurgatha village ryots had to complain of; but wdiat I said tlien, <is to the 
ryots being under the influence of peo[)lo v\ho had no desire they slionld etuue 
to me, has turned out quite correct. The people in (piestion have merely a 
desire to use the ryots for a time to forward their own seliisli views, and create 
mischief between them and myself as their landlord, thinking that by doing so 
money would find its way into their hands. Nuzziniooddeeii Slieikli, a dismissed 
jail daroguh, and now a mookiear, has had much to do in the way of misleading 
these ryots. He is known to be a man of the ^orst character, and is alw a) s 
plotting rniscliief for the purjiose of g(‘tling cases, no matter liow (lisre])utal>le, 
placed under his management. I iioed not comment upon Mr. Eoniwctscli s 
conduct, for my letter to Mr. Blumliardt says enough upon this sulqcct. 

As 1 hear the ryots, accompanied by Nuzzimouddceii, acting also under the 
advice of Mr. Bomwetsch, have gone either to Mr. Reid, the Commissioner, or 
with a view of appealing direct to the Lieutenant Goveri^ur, may 1 beg you will 
be good enough to forward to th^ Commissioner copies of the letters 1 now send 
you. also copy of my letter to you dated the 7th current, and at the same tune 
solicit the Commissioner to forward the letters to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, for the perusal of the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor, who, 
I feel assured, will approve tlie spirit the letters d^isplay. , 

Mr. Grant’s name is now being used by some 'designing men for the purj)ose 
of creating mischief between planters and ryots. 1 am quite aware bow gtu^sly 
unjust this is th Mr. Grant, and tliat no man cou4d more resolutely desire to be 
strictly just and impartial than he wishes to be; but the act shows hat mis- 
chievous schemes are in operation, when the name ot one holding his higli 
position can be used in the unscrupulous way it is. In fact, only jesterda}^, a 
gentleman who manages large zemiudarics, and wh» has nothing to do wuh 
indigo, told me that recently some hundreds of ryots have asked him it it was 
the Lieutenant Governor’s order that they were not to cultivate any moic indigo, 
a tale which has been most insidiously sent abroad, and, among a strangely 
credulous people, easily believed. 


72 . 
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Prom J. Forlona, Esq., Indigo Planter, to the Reverend C. H. Blumhardt, 
Kishnaghur ; dated 21 November 1859. 

My dear Mr. Blumhardt, 

As the senior missionary in this important missionary district, I beg to bring 
the following matters under your consideration-. — 

Immediately after Mr. Halliday’s visit, in May 1868, I wrote Mr. Schurr two 
letters, dated the 19th and 24th of that month, copies of which I enclose, for the 
purpose of showing him, and also the other missionaries in this district, the feel- 
ings which animated me towards them and their duties, and also my desire to 
heal discord that had existed, and my anxiety at the same time to secure their 
co-operation in the way of preventing the slightest act of misconduct on the part 
of any factory servant, by their reporting it to me, should the same at any lime 
come undl^r their notice. 

I am not aware that, since the time 1 wrote the letters enclosed, anything has 
arisen in the least calculated to show that rny feelings have in any way changed, 
or that I am less anxious now than 1 was then tg see, as far as lay in niy power, 
justice done to every one ; and but lately, you know, when the Bullubpore 
Mission was in such serious difficulties, that the slightest shadow of hostility on 
my part would have ruined and made all the expense and pious efforts of years 
fruitless, I proved the sincerity of my feelings to the missions, by discounte- 
nancing the Roman Catholic clergyman, and refusing him either ground to build 
upon, or any support whatever. 

Willi such feelings towards the missions in my neighbourhood, it has both 
pained and surprised me to find the Reverend Mr. Boniwetsch, of Santipore, 
displaying such bitter hostility towards the gentlemen acting under me, and also 
towards myself. Mr. B. is in fact making liimself ^ mooktear, acting as the 
agent for any discontented ryot who chooses to go to him ; and he lately got up 
some serious charges against Mr. Sibbald, all of which were dismissed by the 
magistrate. ^ 

You are well aware what a high character Mr. Sibbald possesses, and that 
there is not a man in India disposed to be more liberal and just, nor is there a 
man more respected by every one who knows him. I ask you, therefore, what 
you think of Mr. B. taking up cases against such a man without the ordinary 
courtesy of communicating with him. 

You know that any communication from Mr. Bomwetscli to Mr, Sibbald w^ould 
have had the most resf)ectful consideration, and Mr. Sibbald would have been 
glad indeed to have had any misconduct brought to his notice, and would hav^ 
instantly redressed it. 

Mr. B., however, not confent with the above, is now acting in a similar spirit 
with some discontenlcd ryots in the village of Pathurgatha, near Rutton pore, and 
has, I believe, forgotten himself so far as to take into his counsels a man named 
Nuzzimooddeen Sheikh, a discharged jail darogah, and now well known as the 
most disreputable mooktear hanging about the Fouzdarry Couris at Kishnaghur. 
Rumour, indeed, says fhat he intends sending the ryots to complain to the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, a wieasure that would have been most proper if they had failed 
in getting justice elsewhere, but they have nefer asked it from me, although I 
have begged them to come and do so. Now, all this is very sad conduct on the 
part of a clergyman, and surely I have some reason both to be angry and grieved 
at it. ^ 

I see now no other measures left me but to request you to forward this letter to 
the Bishop, and point out the impropriety of Mr. B.’s proceedings to him ; and 
also to make him aware, that if a bad feeling does arise on the part of planters 
and factory servants towards the missions, and discord and mischief result, in 
place of the kindly feeling 1 have been so anxious to maintain, neither the re- 
sponsibility nor reproach will rest with me. 1 am certain you cannot think me 
capable of refusing justice^ to any one who comes to me for it, for no one is more 
anxious than I am to redress wrongs, and punish my servants when they merit 
it. But when ryots do not come to me, on the contrary, when they listen to evil 
counsels, and put themselves, not in the hands of the landlord, but in the hands 
of a few designing men, who wish to use them for a time for their own selfish 
purposes, what can I do ? 



' mblGO CULTlViTldN IN BENGAL. ' i6i 

It is vexatious that Mr. Bomwetsch should act in a spirit not only so unlike 
the fair, honest, open dealing you could expect from a clergyman, but also with 
such an utter absence of the courtesy of a gentleman. 

I enclose you copy of a letter received not long ago, from one of the most 
intelligent native gentlemen in Calcutta, the editor of the “Hindoo Patriot,” not 
for the purpose of indulging in any unworthy vanity, but simply to show that, 
if a native gentleman think3'’ffit to address me such a letter, it can only have 
arisen from feelings of not a very estimable nature that the Reverend Mr. Bom- 
wetsch was induced to act towards me with the irregular want of courtesy he has 
displayed. 


firomJ. Forlong, Esq., Indigo Planter, to the Reverend F. Sckurr; dated 

Ipii 19 January 1858. 

My dear Mr. Schurr, 

Your kind visit when Mr. Halliday was here was. I trust, only a prelude to 
the renewal of the intimacy that formerly existed between us. 

Let me again say, if, in the heat of the unfortunate controversy which took, 
place, I expressed one word which gave you pain, I greatly regret having done 
so; and I state this, believe me, in as sincere a spirit as it is possible to do. 

To treat any one with a want of courtesy, I tliink you will do me the justice 
to admit, is not my wont, and I am sure it gives me pleasure now to free myself 
from the possible reproach of having used a hasty expression in a ci/ntrovcrsy 
witli a clergyman, by offering the fullest atonement in my power, in the event 
of your thinking I was so to blame. 

Mr. Ilallidciy's recent visit will, I think, be the means of doing much good ; 
and one most liappy result has attended upon it already, in healing discord which 
so unfortunately prevailed. I believe Mr. Halliday ’s visit to the missions was a 
source of muclt gratification to him. 

In all matters relating to the mission, where you think 1 can do any good, 
command my services as you like. 

You cannot ask anything in which my sympathie*8, at any rate, will not be 
with you ; :mcl in factory matters, whenever an act of injustice is brouglit to your 
noiice, please bring it immediately to mine. 

Do not scruple about troubling mo, for even should what you bring to my 
notice at .any time prove, on inquiry, incorrect, rest assured I have too much 
respect for the position you occupy as a clergyman, to feel a shade of annoy- 
ance at your acting up to what you think a conscientious discharge of your 
duty. ' . 

What I say to you, I equally do so to Mr. Linck^, to whom please send this 
letter, with my kindest regards. 

I intend having the pleasure of renewing my attendance at the Bengalee ser- 
vice on the Sunday morning, and all I can do to give your converts confidence 
in their intercourse with me, and with kind regards to Mrs. Schurr, believe 
me to remain, &c. 

P. S. Mr. Schurr acknowledged this letter by a short nofe, showing a very 
becoming spirit on the. part of Mr, LinckJ: and himself; but thmking that I owed 
an apology to some other members of the missionary body. This remark called 
for my second letter, which Mr. Schurr acknowledged to be all that he could 
wish. 


From J. Forlong, Esq., Indigo Planter, to the Reverend F. Schurr ; dated 

24 January 1858. ' . 

My dear Mr. Schurr, 

I HAVE just received your kind note'of this morning, and I acknowledge the 
paragraph in your former letter (to which you refer) did yex me a little. 

I thought, after the frank and unqualified terms of my letter of the 19th in- 
stant to you, that it was unnecessary. . However, my wish is so sincere to have 
only the most friendly relations with you, that I beg to say, that should any 
unhappy controversy arise a^n between the missionaries and planters, and 
should 1 interfere at all, 1 shsdl do so on broad grounds, and take care to avoid 
73« X the 
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the slightest expressions which can be construed into a personal allusion by 
any one of the missionary body. 

In the late, to me, painful controversy, this rule was possibly a little forgotten ; 
and feeling that, at any rate, you might think so, I at once, on writing to you 
on the 19th, offered to Mr. Linckfe and yourself, as my immediate neighbours, 
the most unreserved expression of my regret, in the event of your thinking I 
had been to blame. To no one else, however, am F at all aware that I owe any 
apology. I cannot retract opinions, though I may express and feel regret for 
having stated them too forcibly, or so as to have g^ven to any one unnecessary 
pain. ^ 

Planters and missionaries going hand in hand, may do much good ; their 
misuiiderstandiug each other, much evil. 

What we have lately seen is enough to make all long more anxiously for 
success to attend upon all missionary schemes, and to bind Europeans of all 
classes more to each other. And to no class in India do 1 feci the same respect 
as to that to which you belong ; or so heartfelt a desire to aid any one of the 
good men of which it consists, in doing what, as a clergyman, he would 
desire. 

Ljiymen, as well as clergymen, can all do some good in their own little circle; 
and 1 have seen sufficient of life, and known also too deeply its sorrows, not to 
feel where good can be done, how sad it is to sacrifice one hour in idle strife, in 
place of devoting it to promoting peace and good will. 

Again, with every feeling of respect, both to Mr. Linckii and yourself, and 
kindest regards to Mrs. Schurr, believe me, &c. 

• 

P. S, I go to Kishnaghur to-morrow for a few days, otherwise it would have 
given me pleasure to liave called and seen Mr. Vauglian. 


From */. Forlong^ Esq., Indigo Planter, to i. R, Tottenhamy Esq., Magis- 
trate of Zillali Nuddea; dated 7 November 1859. 

« 

Sir, 

I AM just favoured with your letter of the 3cl, and have had the papers read 
to mo winch you have kindly forwarded. The papers bear the impress of what 
they ccutain, having been got up by the influence of .the inooktear Nuzzimood- 
deen, much more than by the unbiased feeling of the ryots. Nuzzimooddeen 
was at Pathurgatha when the police held the inquiries to which you refer, and 
the ryots were, in fact, tutored by him what to say, his object being to create a 
quarrel betwe(‘n them and the factory, with the view of the same being profitable 
to himself. Nuzziinooddeen’s statement as to tln^ ryots [)Giiig pi evented coming 
to me, is quite untrue. On the contrary, I have begged the ryots to come and 
see me, and it is my earnest desire to redress any wrong under which they may 
possibly labour, and tiie ryots well know that I am accessible to them at all times. 
The Nicliindpore head gomaslita, Harris Chunder Mookerjee, is also well known 
to be about the most respectable trusty servant in this district, and has the best 
possible name with <1116 people. 

To prove, however, how desirous I am to do justice to the ryots, if you would 
wish to send Baboo Greesh Chunder Bose, darogah, again to Pathurgatha, I will 
go to Ruttonporc Factory, and the ryots can come before me in his presence, when 
I pledge myself to see they have the most ample justice done to them. 

It is not the ryots at all who are at present disposed to give either you or my- 
self trouble, but certain patties who make use of them for their own selfish pur* 
poses, and who think, if they can make any mischief between the factory and the 
ryots, they will profit in tl^e confusion that may ensue. 

I am most desirousTo prove to the ryots, as I have always shown, how much I 
am their friend, and how much 1 wish to see justice done to them ; but if they 
will listen to evil councils, and not come near me, I cannot redress their com- 
plaints as I would wist. Believe me, I am most desirous to be kind, just, and 
considerate, to every ryot connected with the large property under my charge ; 
and I am sure a reference to any of your native subordinates' will confirm what 
I say. 
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From Baboo Harris Chunder Mookerjee, to J. Forhng^ Esq., Indigo Planter ; 

dated 12 March 1859. 

Mjr dear Sir, ♦ 

Extreme press of business prevented my replying to your very excellent letter 
earlier. I was anxious to write to you at length upon the very interesting sub- 
ject you have touched upon, and so was looking out for more leisure than I have 
for some days had. ^ 

As regards yourself personally, allow me to add my humble but sincere testi- 
mony to that given on any side by evfry class of people who have known you, or 
heard much of you, that no English gentleman in Bengal stands higher in the 
estimation of his native fellow subjects than yourself. In private society, when 
the system of indigo planting in Lower Bengal forms the topic of conversation, 
and the conduct of planters is, as is generally the case, condemned, Mr. James 
Forlong is almost always excepted by name, and so even in public discussions in 
v\hich our countrymen take any part. 

It were to be wished that the generality of your countrymen in India felt as 
you do for us. The position of an English gentleman residing in the Mofussil 
is one in which his power to do good is great; his intelligence, and the civilization 
in which he is bred up, enables him to confer benefits of a nature which the gene- 
rality of our countrymen, including the highest classes, know not how to extend 
to each other. You cannot blame us if we measure your conduct and criticise it 
by a higher standard than we think of testing the conduct of our own country- 
men by. It is this principally wliich, confined with (I confess) party purposes, 
that will account for the severity of the articles in the “ Hindoo Patriot on 
indigo planting. 

I have meiilioned party purposes. You will yourself, I am sure, recognise a 
sign of future improvement in the capacity manifested of late by some of our 
countrymen, though very few of them, and their disposition to mix in politics. 
One cannot interfere, however, in political matters w ithout being more or less a 
partisan ; and I feel sure you will agree with me that it is far better to be a 
partisan than to be the cold ajiathetic being Bengalees so often are, 

I hope you will allow me sometimes to have the pleasure of hearing from 
you ; for there are many things I would like to address you about connected with 
matters in the Mofussil, and have your valuable opinion regarding them. 


From J, C. Broiv/i, Esq., Civil and Sessions Judge of Kishnaghur, and others, 
to J. Forlong^ Esq., Calcutta ; dated 30 April 1853. 

Dear Sir, 

With reference and in reply to your letter to us, dated the 25th instant, wc 
are happy to have it in our power jointly and individually to bear witness to the 
exemplary, gentlemanly, and honourable way in which you always conducted 
yourself during the period w’e have known you as a resident indigo planter in this 
district. Some of us have witnessed, while others have orily heard of the high 
estimation in which you arc held, and the respect entertained for you by all those 
you had under your control and authority while you were resident in this dis- 
trict. Your constant endeavours to ameliorate the condition of the poor and 
needy that came under your notice are deserving of the highest eulogy. 

We regret that the change ini your affairs should have deprived us of the plea- 
sure of meeting you occasionally at the station, andi we sinterely trust that the 
commercial engagements you have now entered into may lead to your prosperity 
and happiness. 

P. 5.— To nay signature attached to the accompanying letter I can add my 
individual testimony to the uprightness of Mr. Forlong’s conduct. During the 
time I have been Surveyor in the Nuddeah district, I have travelled over I may 
say every village connected with Mr. Forlong's factories, and I can confidently 
say that I never heard an European resident in any district so well and so aflfec- 
tionately spoken of by the highest and lowest natives. From the great zemin- 
dar down to the poorest ryot all found equal justice at Mr. Forlong’s bands. I 
atn enabled to state this from conversations I have had with all the natives of 
this district, and often since his departure I have heard expressions of regret that 
72 . X a Mr. 
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Mr. Forlong is no longer among them. I desire also to add that, in the prose- 
eution of the public duties of the survey, 1 have met with every assistance from 
him, as also his subordinates, and I have no recollection of being obliged to 
report to him any instance of a refractory ryot, tr any individual under him, 
offering any obstruction to the progress of the Government Survey. 

(signed) Ralph Smyth, Artillery, 

Superintendent of Survey. 


Memorandum by Forlong, Esq., Indigo Planter; dated 25 November 1869. 

This letter was sent me when I left the district for a few months in 1853, and 
after I had resided at Kishnaghur for 16 years, keeping that concern and Kot 
gunal under my own special charge ; and upon wiiich two properties there was a 
population of 2,75,000 people, 1 may say, nearly all more or less united with the 
factories. I think the letter shous that I am not likely to be harsh to ryots, or 
refuse them justice. 


From Mr. John White, Mohutpore Factory, to E, //. Lnshington, Esq., Officiating 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal; dated 25 November 1859. 

My dear Sir, 

I HAVE just heard that the ryots of certain villages in my Mohutpore Division 
have been ordered by their talookdar, Prankisto Pal, to go down to Calcutta to 
present a petition to his Honor the Lieutenant Governor against me, tor the 
purpose of evading their engagements of cultivating indigo. '!o prevent his 
Honor from coming to a hasty conclusion and issuing orders without first being 
duly informed of the circumstances of the case, I take the liberty ot addressing 
you, pledging my honour as a gentleman to the truth of what I am about to state. 
There are two brothers whb own a number of villages in niy indigo concerns, 
named PrankistoPal and NobokistoPal; these men are in deadly feud with each 
other, and have been for many years past. I had a large tract of land called the 
Deeper Maut, part of which was cultivated by the ryots of each party ; this land 
was much coveted by both, and very lately I made an exchang(3 of this land with 
Nobokisto Pal for some equivalent land in return, which gave great umbrage to 
Prankisto Pal, who was most anxious to possess it. He tried all in his power to 
induce me to make an arrangement witli liim instead of his brother, and failing 
in this, he became most bitterly opposed to me and my lactories, forbidding the 
ryots of all his villages to sow their October indigo, which they were engaged in 
at the time of this occurrence. There was up to this time no bad feeling between 
the ryots and the factories, nor docs any exist in reality at the present moment, in 
proof of which I sliall here mention what occurred a short time ago. One ol the 
deputy magistrates of this dLtrictwas in the neighbourhood of the villages above 
alluded to, and was requested by the magistrate to make inquiry of the ryots if 
they had any conq)faints against the factory or my superintendent, Mr. Adam 
Hume Smith, which he did, and got for answer “ they had none, but were 
ordered to discontinue sowitig, and to Iiold no further intercourse with the factory, 
under penalty of a fine of 25 rupees for each man. This was given in to the 
magistrate in a written report by the deputy ma«;istrate, and can be found in the 
records of his courK Thii talookdar and his son are now both under bond for 
5,000 rupees to kee|) the peace for one year. They have armed men continually 
in their employ to enforce their orders. On a former occasion, when Mr. E. 
Trevor was magistrate of thfs district, he sentenced the two brothers to six months 
imprisonment, vvith fines, for assembling lattials, of which he had ocular demon- 
stration. A reference to ihe magistrate here will confirm all I have stated, I beg 
yoU will lay the above statement of facts before his Honor the Lieutenant 
P(^vernor, with the coifcluding observation that there is a strange impression 
d^t>^oad in this district that Government are opposed to indigo planting, and have 
ermined to put a stop to it, and that those win) assist in so doing will find 
favour in their sight. This report has, 1 think, been- spread by designing men 
for their own advantage. 
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Memorandum. 

Mr, Forlong was informed in a demi-ofncial letter that the Lieutenant Governor 
was sorry to hear that so unfounded an idea had gone abroad as to his supposed 
hostility to indigo planters, his desire being to do equal justice to all classes. 
The Lieutenant Governor is not aware of ever having done or said anythino^ 
which if not misunderstood would account for sueli an idea being prevalent. 

Should Mr. Forlong be coming down here, it would give the Lieutenant 
Governor much pleasure to see him. 


Memorandum. , 

Mr. White was informed, in a deini-ollicial letter, that thcre^was no danger of 
the Lieutenant Governor’s coming to any conclusion on the complaints of the 
people alluded to upon their mere petitions. In buch cases either complainants 
are referred to the local authorities, or a report, after inquiry, is called for from 
those authorities. 

It was intimated to Mr. While, that the Lieutenant Governor was sorry to 
hear that there was an iin[)ressioii in his district that the Lieutenant Governor 
was opposed to indigo planting. The Lieutenant Governor wishes, as every one 
else does, the rights of all persons of all classes to be respected, and all persons 
to be protected from violence or oppression ; and when any case is brought to 
his notice, in which he thinks it netiessary to enforce these principles, he does so 
without tl)o slightest regard to the class of person who may happen to be inte- 
rested in that particular case. Sometimes such cases may have to do with indigo, 
and sometimes not. The Lieutenant Governor does not think that a point of 
any consequence. And so far from being oppu.sed to indigo planting in general, 
the Lieutenant Governor thinks that, if conducted on wholesome and sound 
commercial principles, with due regard to the rights §f all parties, it must be a 
great benefit to all concerned and to the country at large. 


- No. 13. 


From Lord //. U. Browne, Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Editor of the Hindoo Patriot^’ (No. 7341), dated 23 December 1869. 

Sir, 

With reference to the article in yonr issue of lOtli instant, headed “Indigo 
Planting in Nuddea,” I am directed to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor 
will be much obliged by your 'communicating the names of the persons referred 
to, on whose authority the statements in that article were made, to the Commis- 
sioner of Police, Calcutta, who has received instructions to fprward their state- 
ments to the local authorities at Kishnaghur. • 

2. The Lieutenant Governor trusts that, for the sake of the interests of justice, 
tlie parties will not hesitate to communicate full particulars to the Commissioner. 


From Lord H. U. Browne fVniev Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta (No. 7342), dated 23 December 1859. 

Sir, 

With reference to the accompanying copy of a letter this day addressed to the 
Editor of the “ Hindoo Patriot,” 1 am directed by the I^ieutenant Governor to 
request ihat you will be so good as to take down the statements of the parties 
whose names maybe communicated to you by the Editor, and forward them to 
the local authorities at Kishnaghur for investigation. 
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From the Editor of the Hindoo Patriot,” dated 31 December 1859. 

The Editor of the “Hindoo Patriot” has the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of Undersecretary Lord H. Ulick Browne’s letter No. 7341, of the 23d 
instant, and with reference thereto to state, that he will make every endeavour 
to induce the parties concerned to appear before the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, for the purpose mentioned. 

The Editor of the “ Hindoo Patriot,” however, begs leave to observe, that no 
statements were made in the article noticed on the writer’s own authority, or on 
that of any one else, the paper containing only comments upon a Governmeift 
letter which furnished the facts. 


From 6’. Wauchope^ Esq., Commissioner of Police, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal (No. 3), dated 5 January I860.' 

With reference to your letter No. 7342, of the 23d ultimo, directing me to 
take the statements of the parties whose names might be communicated to me 
by the Editor of the “ Hindoo Patriot,” I tiave the honour to forward copy of a 
letter addressed to him by me and of his reply, sending me a number of ryots 
from the Kishnaghur District, who state they had come to Calcutta to seek 
justice from the oppression of certain indigo planters in that district. 

2. Although these ryots are evidently not the persons on whose authority the 
statements in the issue of the “ Hindoo Patriot” of the 10th December were 
published, I have taken down in writing what they had to say, and beg to 
enclose their statement for the orders of the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor 
of Bengal 


From S. JVavchope^ Esq., Commissioner of Police, to the Editor of the “ Hindoo 
Patriot,” Bhowanipore (No. 1072), dated 29 December 1859. 

Sir, 

With reference to the letter No. 7341, of the 23d instant, fi’om the Under 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal to your address I have the honour to 
inform you that if you will be so good as to let me have the names of the corres- 
pondents to whom you refer in the article headed “ Indigo Planting in Nuddea,” 
I shall be happy to take their statements at any time or place which may suit 
them best, so that they may suffer as little inconvenience as possible. 


Bhowanipore, “Hindoo Patriot” Office, 

4 January 1800. 

The Editor of the “Hindoo Patriot” has the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of a letter dated the 29th ultimo, from the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, and in compliance with the request coivlained therein, begs to send some 
persons concerned ih the mutter alluded to in the articles headed “ Indigo Planting 
in Nuddea,” in the recent issues of the above journal. They are not the iden- 
tical individuals referred to in Mr. Secretary Lushington’s letter No. 6124, of 
the 23d Octobcf last,* to the address of the Commissioner of Nuddea, but they 
will probably be able to throw some light on the cases treated of in the letter. 

Other individuals interested in those inquiries accompanjr, whom the Com- 
missioner of Police, if^he thinks fit, may examine. The Editor of the Hindoo 
Patriot” understands that Umbica Chum Bisw^ and Okhil Chunder Bisw^ 
named in Mr. Secretary Lushington’s letter are ’Somewhere in Hatkhola in 
Calcutta. 
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, Dkpobitiow of Sheikh Khosal Miindol. 

The information of Sheikh Khosal Mundol of Patorghatta Gobindopore, taken 
upon solemn affirmation by me S. Wauchope, Esq., one of Her Majesty's Justsees 
of the Peace, in and for the town of Calcutta, at Fort William in Pengal, the 
5th day of January 1860, who, on solemn affirmation, saith : I live in the village 
of Patorghatta, thannah Hattca, zillati Kishnagliur. Our village is a very long 
distance (10 or 12 coss) from llanskhallce, and what has taken place there we 
know not anything of our own kno« ledge. I know nothing of Seetul Turufdar 
or what has become of him. 

The factory of Ruttonporo is about two or three coss distant from my village. 
It belongs to Mr. Goldsmith, who is Tinder Mr. I'orloug, who stays at Nichindi- 
pore. Mr. Goldsmiih has oonimitted iiiiich opnression on the ryots of my v illage. 
On the 13th of lust Kartick, by Mr. Goldsmith’s orders, JiuIoq Roy, the Dewan 
of Huttra Factory, seized CInindcr Biswas and lloroo Mundol uiid Annndo lliswas 
and Sheikh Juraeent ; the last of whom made his escape from Ruttenpore Factory. 
The other three were taken away and since then we have seen or hetird nothing 
of them. The reason why these men w'ere seized was, that the indigo planter 
wished them to sow indigo by force which they refused to do. Then the indigo 
planters’ })eople, to compel them and us who refused to sow indigo did all sort 
of oppression, looted us, and placed elephants and latlials from the factory in 
various jilaces, so as to damage our crops and oifrselves. We were about to 
petition the magistrate, and in order to compel ns to settle the matter, the planter 
carried oH' the men in question. We petitioned tlie magistrate but reeeived no 
advantage from it. The magistrate was a friend of all the planters and would 
not listen to us poor men. 1 believe the Kotwallee zillah darogah made a 
mofussil inquiry. What report he made I know not, but we got no justice; and 
uhetlier the three men are dead or alive I know not. There arc 14 of us who 
have fled from our village who arc here present. We have fled because we are 
>0 oppressed by the indigo planter Mr. Goldsmiih, acting under .Mr. Forlong, 
that we can in no way stay in our village. , We can relate no other particular 
instance of persons being kidnapped from the village, fjut, in all sorts of manners, 
tines and dues are extorted from us. We are forced to sow iudigo, and on our 
not doing so are oiipresscd. We cannot sow indigo for we are not paid a suffi- 
cient sum for it to keep ourselves and onr families. 

Sheikh Khosal Mundol x (his mark). 

The under-mentioned 13 individuals having also appeared before me, state 
’ that they can give no additional facts regarding kidnapping ryots, but confirm 
Sheikh Khosal’s statement regarding tlie manner in wliich they are oppressed by 
Mr. GoMsuiitli and Mr. Forlong, and Noliin Chunder Biswas and Judoo Roy. 
They state that they came to Calcutta for justice, and with them about .50 others. 
That they presented a petition to the Liimteriant Governor on Saturday, the 
31st December 1859, and the rest, not being able to support themselves in Cal- 
cutta, have gone home. 


From .S'. Waiichope, Esq., Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal (No. 12), dated 9 January 1860. 

Sir, . . ' 

With reference to your letter. No. 7342, of the 23d ultimo, and in continua- 
tion of mine, No. 3, of the 5th instant, I liave the honour to report that the 
Editor of the*“ Hindoo Patriot ” having forwarded eo me 11 ryots of the Kish- 
naghur District, I have taken the statement of the man amongst them who was 
best acquainted with the circumstances attending the alleged kidnapping of Situl 
Turreefdar by Mr. Hampton, of Hauskholee Indigo Factory, and ^havc sent it, . 
with the names of others, to the magistrate of Kishnaghut. 

2. I believe, however, that everything now communicated to me has already 
been reported. to the Kishnagher police. 
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Prom Lord H. U. lirowne,Vndcr Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to th ■ 
Editor of tlie “ Hindoo Patriot,” (No. 395), dated 27 January 1800. 

Sir, 

With reference to the second paragraph of your letter, dated 81 st ultimo, 

I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor to inform you that’ the article headed 
“ Indigo Planting in Nuddea,” which gave rise to this correspondence, appeared 
in your issue of the 17th December (page 396), and not in that of the 10th, as 
stated in my letter. No. 7341, dated -iSd of that month, an error occasioned by 
a misprint of the date of your paper at the page' above mentioned. 

2. I am desired to request that you will be so good as to communicate to 
tlie Commissioner of Police the names of the correspondents alluded to in the 
article now indicated, in order that their statements may be takcp, and forwarded 
to the local authorities at Kishnaghur. 


“ Indigo Pdavting in Nuddea. 

“ The publication of the Bengal Secretary’s letter oq the doings of the planters 
and magistrates of zillah Nuddea, has induced st.nie of our correspondents, who 
are personally acquainted with tlie cases commented upon, to communicate to us 
a few facts relative to them. *The Lieutenant (iovernor, our readers will remem- 
ber, directed that strict scarcli should be made for Seelul Tornidar, ihc missing 
man. We are informed tliat all search for the man in this world would bo vain. 
He was kidnapped near tlie Hanskalee Factory of Mr. White, which is under the 
superintendence of Mr. Hampton, of Patkabariah notoriety. He was first taken 
to that factory severely wounded. He was thence conveyed to the Bidjlec. 
Factory, belonging to the same concern, in zillah Je.'Sorc. He died some time 
ago at the latter place. 

“ The Mr. Howell, who figures so conspicuously in Mr. Lushington’s letter, 
was formerly a road overseer. He obtained bis deputy magistracy through 
some of the occult influences whicli reigned so strongly in Mr. Halliday’s court. 
Raised to that high dignity, it occurred to him that fit homage thereto should be 
exacted in the mode discovered by the North Western Provinces’ officials. Ho 
always carried with him a whip in the streets, which be applied to the back of 
every one who did not, meeting him, salaam liim. Men ot respectability, if of 
weak appearance, were not exempted from this display of magisterial authority. 
'This man’s incompetence and partiality have created universal dissatisfaction ; 
and even the planters, whose tool he has become, do not speak very respectfully • 
of him.” 


From Lord H. U. Browne, under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta (No. 396), dated 27 January 1860. 

Sir, • 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters. Nos. 3 and 12, dated respectively the 5ih and 9th instant, and in reply to 
inform you that if any of the persons who subscribed the deposition taken by you 
are still in C’alcutta, they should be directed to prefer their complaints to the 
local authorities. 

• • 

2. I am desired at the same time to forward to you the accompanying copy 
of a letter this day addressed to the Editor of the “ Hindoo Patriot, ’ from which 
you will perceive that- the tirticle in that newspaper, to which alhision was in- 
tended, was incorrectly indicated in the first instance, owing to a misprint in the 
issue which contained it. 

3. Should^the Edito* furnish the names of the correspondents mentioned in 
the article now pointed out, you are requested to be so good as to take down 
their statements, and transmit them to the local authorities. 
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— No. 14. — 

Petition received from certain Inhabitants of Magoorah, in Zillah Jessorc, dated 

the 3d January 1860. 

Complaining of the oppressions of the indigo planters. 


Anonymous Petition received from the Inhabitants of Magoorah, in Zillah 
Jessore, dated the 4th January 1860. 

Complaining of the oppressions practised upon them by the indigo planters, 
and praying for the appointment of an efficient magistrate to the subdivision of 
Magoorah. 


Head Quarters, Chota Nagporc. — Resolution (No. 138), dated the 21st January 
^ 1860. 

Read a petition from Ram Gopaul Byssos and other inhabitants of Kallec- 
ghaut, Seekdar Parrah, in the district of Nuddea, dated 21st December 1859, 
complaining of oppression and plunder on the part of Mr. White, the owner of 
the Bansbariah indigo factory. 

Ordered, that the petitioners be rt ferred to the regular tribunals for redress. 


Resolution (No. 164), dated Camp Chota, Nagpore, the 24th January 1860. 

Read a petition from Rambrokhomo Para, talookdar, zillah Jessorc, complain- 
ing against tlic op))rcssioii practised by the indigo planters at Magoorah, and 
praying for redress. • 

Ordered, that the petitioner be referred to the local authorities. 

• 

Resolution (No. 301), dated Fort William, the 10th February 1860. 

Read a petition from llamthnrun Mundnl, Mooclierarn Mundul and others, 
inhabitants of Sharbari, tliannali llatra, zillah Nuddea, complaining of their 
lands liaving been forcibly cultivated with indigo, under the orders of Mr. 
Forlong, against whom they preferred a complaint to the magistrate of the 
district, but have not received proper redress. 

Grr/cr.-- -Ordered, that the petitioners be informed that, as the case is reported 
by them to be subjiidice, the Lieutenant Governor declines to interfere. 


Resolution (No. 480), dated Camp Bankipore, the 23d February 1800. 

Read a petition of Seetul Sircar and others, inhabitants of Kaejeory, thannali 
Shahiijadpore, in zillah Patna, complaining against Mr. John Fahek, one of the 
indigo planters of Seethpore, iif Patna. ^ 

Orrfer.— Ordered, that the petitioners be referred to the local authorities for 
redress. 


— No. 15. — 

Abstract Translation of a Petition from Gurub Mundk and others, of Adodiah 
and other Villages in Thanna Handra, in Zillah Nuddea, dated 13th Pous 
1266. 

State that Mr. Hill, indigo planter of the Nischeendeeporc factory, having 
purchased Rultonpore and other factories situated in the petitioners* villages, is 
practising great oppressions on the people ; that they obtain no redress from the 
72 * , Y magisterial 



170 


PAPERS RELATING TO 


magisterial authorities of the zillah, who, being friends of the* planters, dismiss 
the complaints instituted by the petitioners, while the planters/ on bein^ informed 
that the petitioners had complained against them, <^et angry, take possession of 
all their property, and compel them to forsake their habitations. That Beeroo 
Miindle, Anund Biswas, and Chunder Biswas were arrested and carried off by 
the planters, and it is not known to this time whether these persons are now 
living. That nothing has been done in the matter by the present magistrate. 
That tlie superintendent and native servants of the above factories are persons of 
notoriously had character, and constantly commit murder and plunder. That the 
Budmaslics retained in their employ plunder the property of the ryots in open 
daylight. 

That the factory gomastah and ainlali forcibly compel the petitioners to cul- 
tivate indigo without paying them any remuneration, and the ryots are also forced 
to sow indigo in the lands prepared by them for the cultivation of paddy, &c. 

That the factory amlah extort money from them on several pretences, and the 
ryots are compelled to j):iy fine for their cattle which the fitetory men seize and 
carry away from the road. That they forcibly cut off the trees belonging to the 
petitioners, without paying them anything. That the ryots are not allowed to 
take water for their use from the river or from tanks without paying a certain 
fee to the planter. Pray that lliey may be relieved from the oppressions 
described above. 


Petition from the Inhabitants of Thaniia Ilandra, Zilla Nuddea, to the Honour- 
able the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, dated the 20th January 1860. 

The Jiumble petition of tliC undersigiKHl inhabitants of zillah Nuddea, tbanna 
Ilandia, 

Respcetfidly sheweth, 

1. That your petitioners are sorely oppressed by the proceedings of the super 
intendents and other servaij.ts ol‘ the Ilandra indigo concern, tne manager of 
which, on the part of the proprietor, Mr. Hill, is .Mr, James Forlong. 

2. That these servants of the indigo concern would compel them to grow 
indigo, and on noncompliance wirli their demand, use every devices (ff oppres- 
sion to coerce your petitioners into com|)liaiJce. 

3. That oil a[)[)licatioii to the police for aid and protection, your petitioners arc 
refused such aid and protection. 

4. That on complaining to the magistrate of the district their complaints are 
not heeded. 

5. That your petitioners have brought these circumstances to your Honor’s 
knowledge by petition, but although many days have passed, your petitioners 
arc not aware of any orders having been passed on their petition. 

6. That those attempts on the part of your petitioners to obtain protection 

ami redress have further incensed the servants of the indigo concern above- 
named, who, to revenge themselves and to make your petitioners submit to their 
demands, have collected armed men and posted them near about the villages in 
order to intercept and seize and carry away to tlie factories your petitioners 
and other similarly obnoxious persons. , 

7. That furtiier, your petitioners’ families arc being molested by the paths 
leading to their homesteads being dug u[), and by the trees covering their houses 
being cut down, and insulted by menaces. 

8. That from motives similar to tlie above, men have^een seized and carried 
away from the village of Pattiir^rhatta, and several men were assaulted and 
Avounded in the village of Bcerpore, and your petitioners expect no better 
treatment. 

9. That under these circumstances your petitioners pray for an order on the 
magistrate of zillah Nuddea, directing him to take prompt action upon the 
petitions presented to him by your petitioners. 


Lieutenant 



Lieutenant Governor’s Camp, Hazareebaugh, — Resolution (No. 231 ), dated 

the 30th January. 

Read two petitions, dated respectively the 10th and 2Qth instant, from certain 
inhabitants of zillah Nuddea, complaini«g against the oppressions of the indigo 
planters of the district. 

Order. — Ordered, that the petitioners be informed that on any occasion of 
oppression or injustice being really committed to their injury, by anv person 
whatsoever, they can complain to the magistrate, adducing evidence to prove the 
truth of the complaint, when, if their proof is satislactory, the offenders will be 
punished. Petitioners need not fear, that true cases, supported by true evidence, 
will not be justly tried, whoever may be the accused party ; or they may prose- 
cute the persons who injured them or the employers of such persons, or both, 
for damages in the civil courts of the district, no matter to what class they belong; 
and if they prove their case, they will be reimbursed by the judgment ; or they 
may take l)otli civil and criminal action simultaneously if they please. All this 
the petitioners can do in the local courts, when a true ground of complaint exists. 
But it is of no use to make vague and general complaints to Government with- 
out proof. For no one can tell how true or how false such complaints may be. 

If petitioners contracl to cultivate indigo, and take advances, they must 
expect to be required iu a lawful way, by the other party, to fulfil their contracts ; 
but no one can force them to contract, if they do not wish to do so. 


From E. //. Esq., OfilcialingSecn tary to the Government of Bengal, 

to the (Jornmi^isioner of the Nuddea Division, (No. 223), tlated Camp Uazaree- 
baugh, the 30th January 1800, 

I AM directed to forward to you in original two jje^^itions dated rcs])eclively the 
13th Pous 1266, and 2f)th instant, from certain inhabitants of zillah Nuddea, 
and to request that you will l)e good enough to inquire into and report upon the 
allegatipif therein made of ryots having ])cen illegally seized and forcibly carried 
off Iroin their villages. 

2. This is the only point in the petition upon which you are now required to 
report. 

3. The return of the petition is requested with your reply. 


Petition from the luhahitants of Nuddea, to the Honourable the Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal, dated Calcutta, the Kith January 18 G 0 . 

The humble petition of the undersigned inhabitants of zillah Nuddea, 
Respectfully shewelh, 

That your petitioners being sorely oppressed by certain proceedings on the 
part of certain indigo j)lanters and others, iu the district of Nuddea, and having 
unfortunately met with no redress or protection from tliQ district authorities, 
respectfully appeal to your Honor for the same. 

That your petitioners having refused to take advances for the cultivation of 
indigo from the Handra concern, the supcrinteiidont of which, on the part of 
Mr. Forlong, the manager, and Mr. Hill, the proprietor, would force them to 
take contracts at very insufficient rates, were in various ways molested and 
oppressed, whereupon your petitioners complained to the magistrate. 1 hat on 
the 28th October last Boroo Mundle and Chunder Biswws, ryots of your peti- 
tioners* village, were by force carried away by armed people belonging to the 
factory, and they have not since been heard of. / i i 

That their complaints before the magistrate were dismissed (althougli proved 
on local investigation), on the ground that that functionary had no authority to 
interfere in such cases. 
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That your petitioners appealed to the Commissioner of the division, who has 
not yet passed any orders thereupon. 

That your petitioners appealed to your Honour. 

That your Honour having been pleased to direct the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, to receive the staienients of your petitioners, that gentleman has been 
kind erK'uoh to record them.' That tli^se efforts made by your petitioners to 
obtain justice have irritated the planters, and on the 2d December, Anund 
Sirdar, of Gobiudpore, was carried off. Subsequently, again, on the 8th instant 
Oojul Mollah and Paij^n Shaike were carried away from Soneprukooreah ; six 
other ryots of Soneprokooreali have also been carried off. 

That moreover, the factory people have dug up all the paths and avenues of 
the village, and have resolved to punish all those who may, even by chance, tread 
upon llie ground thus appropriated. ^ 

That ilie police, on being applied to, refuse to interfere. 

That your petitioners dare not approacli tlieir native villages, as they are sure 
to be carried off to some factory if they are caught. 

That your petitioners are in various other ways, too numerous to detail, 
oppressed and injured. 

That your petitioners, despairing of redress and protection from the magistrate, 
humbly entreat ot your Honour such orders as may suffice for their protection, 
pending the inquiries now biung carried on in the Calcutta police office, which 
your petitioners doubt not will end in the full establishment of the truth of their 
complaints. 

That your petitioners liclicve that stringent orders upon the magistrate to 
receive their complaints, and act promptly thereupon, will, in a great measure, 
conduce to their protection. 

They therefore pray that such orders he passed. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


From £. i/. Luskington, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government ^ of 
Bengal, to the Commissioner of Nuddea, (No. 233); dated Camp Hazaree- 
bangh, the 30th January 18G0. 

Sir, ^ ^ • . 

In continuation of my letter No. 223, of this date, I am directed to forward to 
you in original, for report, another petition from certain native inhabitants of 
zillah Nuddea, complaining of oppression, &c., on the part of the indigo planters 
of the Haiidra concern. 

2. The petitioners in this case, you will see, were made to appear for examina- 
tion before the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, hut this proceeding, I am 
directed to explain, arose through a misunderstanding of orders given in another 
case, and Mr. Waucliope was subseciuciitly directed to refer these petitioners to 
the local authorities of their zillah. 


From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Officiating 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No, 47 Ct.), dated 
Alliporo, the 18th February 1860. 

Sir, * • 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, Nos. 223 and , 
233, dated 30th ultimo, anc^^in reply to report as follows, on the petitions there- 
with forwarded : — 


Letter No. 233, dated 30 January 
i860. 

, Petition from certain inhabitants 
of Putterghattah. 

, The purport is that Mr. Forlong^s 
' p^ple oppress them in various ways 
■ ifli order to induce them to cultivate 
and that they can get no 
redress from the magistrate nor the 
':Gommi8sicQer. 


2. Tlie magistrate reports that on the 20th September last Chand 
MundaljPataroo Mundul, and others, of Putterghattah, Gobindpore, 
petitioned him that Mr. Gow Smith, of Rutunpore factory, and his 
dependant, NobindChunder Biswas, had been trying to force them to 
cultivate indigo against their will.’ The magistrate, after inauiry^ 
ordered the darogah, on the 2d October, to tell the ryots to adduce 
proof of any specific charges they might have to bring- On the 
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27th January, the case was struck oflF the file owing to petitioners’ non-attendance, 
but on the 1st instant, the ina^strate had it restored to the file, and ordered the 
plaintiff to take out subpoenas. The witnesses came in on the 2cl, and stated gene- 
rally to this effect, that defendants took money from them as fines, cut their 
bamboos, and annoyed them in several ways to make them sow indigo ; but they 
declined, with*one exception, to advance any specific charge against the defend- 
ants. A case of extortion is still being prosecuted by one of the petitioners, but 
no witnesses have yet been brought in. 

3. A second case from Putterghaltah is as follows: — On the 7th November, 
Nuffer Mundnl and Soonder Biswas petitioned the magistrate that Rotoo 
Mundul and Chunder Biswas had been carried oft' by Mr. Gow Smith’s lat- 
tials to Handra, and thence to Ruttenpore, and since which they had not been 
heard of. The magistrate caused all searches to be made, but in vain. The 
plaintiffs and their witnesses were sent for on tlic 30th November, but they could 
not be tound. At last, on the 7tli ultimo, the darogah reported that the plaintiffs 
had engaged to produce the missing persons in three days ; but they never appeared 
before the magistrate. 

• 

4. Case 3d. — Again, on the 16th ultimo, Rowaz Mollah and Alady Slieikli, of 
Putterghaltah, petitioned the magistrate that Oozal Mollah and Paia had been 
carried aw,ay by some lattials of tlie Phoolbarry factory, and the magistrate caused 
strict search to be made ior the missing parties, but with no better success. He 
ordered the darogah, ori the 30th ultimo, to send in the plaintiffs and their wit- 
nesses, and the case still -pends. 

6. Case 4th. — On the 27th September last, the ryots of Putterghatlah com- 
plained that the factory people were assembling, wliich the darogah, on the 16th 
October, reported to be the case, but that the villagers had assembled likewise. 
A lattiiil caught in the Phoolbarry factory was tried and put in jail for six months ; 
inochulkalis w^ere taken from the servants of the factory, and from the leading 
ryots of the villages, to kee[) the peace for a year. 


6. The magistrate reports that Golam Sheik, of Bcorpore, peti- 
tioned him on the 5th ultimo, that his liousc had been looted by 
Mr. IlilTs factory people, who had wounded Neelou Sheikh and 
two others, and had carried away Motlioora. The darogah could 
not find the missing party anywhere. Plioolshalia put to the same 
effect on a separate paper. These eases were all struck oft’ on 
the 27th ultimo, on default. 


Letter No. 223, dated 30 January 
i860. 

Thi8 petition is to the same pur- 
port ; the only point on which Go- 
vernment wants a report is on the 
allegation that villagers have been 
forcibly carried away. 


7. The petition of Kliosal Mundul to this office was sent to the magistrate by 
Mr. Reid, with orders to send up his proceedings in the case for inspection 
after he should have completed them. As yet, the kidnapping case is not 
decided. I shall extract here paras. 12 to 17 from the officiating magistrate’s 
report. The parties have more than once sent representatives to me, and have 
been referred to the magistrate, who will spare no pains, if they spare none, to 
bring offenders to justice. 

“ Para. 12. The real trutli of all these petitions and complaints seems to mo, 
from what I have seen of the district, as I said before*, merely to be tliat they are 
intended to excite sympathy for the ryots in their real grievance about indigo, or 
as I haye said above, Nuzbooty Ry waste (the only case that I have seen ol real 
importance is SeetuI Turrufdar, and I am not quite certain that I know the rights 
of that yet, not having seen the witnesses myself). •They itre then followed by 
complaints and petitions on the side of the factories as an offset. I have a fixed 
order for each class of case, and I am sure if these ryots, whose petitions I am 
answering, knew the orders passed by me on the factory petitions, they would 
allow that the planters might, with an equally good case complain that I give 
them no redress. 

“ 13. What the real fault of indigo planting is, I hesitate to say, not having 
sufficient experience of the system pursued in tiffs district to express a decided 
opinion; but there is a fault, I think, and 1 believe the planters will in some 
instances have to alter or modify their present sptem, viz., pay a little more 
advance, and take fewer bundles for the rupee, with other minor changes ; and 
therefore, believing the ryots to have good grievance, 1 am very sorry to see 
72. Y3 
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the course some of them pursue to get redress, viz., heaping false complainl^, 
vague complaints and exaggerations on a good case, and so really injuring them- 
selves, by rendering it difficult to pick, out an instance where they may have 
suffered violence. 

“ 14. I explain to them all to be careful to adhere to the truth, and (instead 
of making vague complaints, as many have done) to refuse their advances, if such 
be tlicir wish ; to adhere to that refusal steadily, and as soon as ever the slightest 
injury be really done them in consequence, to complain to me. The darogahs 
have orders to see they, are not forced to cultivate against their wi.sh, or 
molested, anrl I believe this course has oiveii them satisfaction ; at least, they 
alnays appeared to me to go away satisfied. 

“ 15. But since the question of advances liad aiiscn there are also instances 
in tlie districts which persons who have old grudges to the factories have made 
use of the ryots as a cat’s paw to bring false cases for their own benefit. 

16. The hole question is one of difficulty. There is at present seemingly a 
run against some factories and not against others, and 1 have not yet local 
knowledge or experienco enough to nncTeistand the subject thoroughly, but I 
believe that the real grievances are matters which can t)nly be settled amicably, 
and will soon be so. All I can faiily do, I liave done, to piotect the ryots from 
open violence ; but at the same time, 1 have beem careful that no deed or order of 
mine could be construed as leaning one way or other. As I said before, I give 
an order with regard to the class of petition. Wliocver presents it, the same order 
is passed. 

“17. You will perceive that some of tim present petitions are among those 
from whom it lias been necessary to take moochulkas, and this fact has great 
significance, when considered with tlie petition 1 am reporting on.” 

8. The original enclosures of your letters under reply are herewith returned. 


Resolution, No. 1260 , dated the 26 th March 1860 . 

Read a petition, dated the 16 th January last, from Chand Mimdle and others, 
of Nuddea, complaining of the oppressions practised upon them by the indigo 
planters of the Handra concern, and stating that they have met witli no redress 
or protection from the district authoritiis. 

Read also tlie following rej)orts thereon, sulmitted by the Commissioner of 
Nuddea:- 

“ The magistrate reports that on the 20tli September lust, Chand Mundle, 
Pataroo Mundle and others of Paterghattah, (iobindpore, petitioned him that 
Mr. Gow Smith of Ruttunpore factory and his dependant, Nobinchunder Biswas, 
had been trying to forc(; them to cultivate indigo against their will. Themagis- 
strate, alter inquiry, ordered the darogah on the 2d October to tell the ryots to 
adduce proof of aiyy specific charges they might have to bring. On the 27th 
January the ease t/ah struck off the file, owing to petitioners’ non-attendance, but on 
the 1st instant, the magistrate had it restored to the file, and ordered the plaintiffs 
to take out subpmnas. The witnesses came in on tlie 2d, and stated generally to 
this effect, that defendant took money from them as fines, cut their bamboos, 
and annoyed thein in several ways to make them sow indigo ; but they declined 
with one exception* to ad\*ance any specific charge against the defendants. A* 
case of extortion is still being prosecuted by one of the petitioners, but no witnesses * 
have yet been brought iii.’J 

It appears that the ^statements made by the petitioners were general, and that 
they declined to bring specific charges, excepting in one case, which is nov^ 
pending, but in which the j)etitioners have as yet brought in no witnesses ; 
further, that in every e^ase the magistrate has at once inquired into their com- 
plaints. 

Ordered that the petitioners be informed that there is no reason for the 
interference of Government in their case, and that it was extremely wrong df 
them to have made such a false complaint to the Lieutenant Governor, as eveiy 
application of theirs has been received with attention by the local authoriueSi ‘ 
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Resolution (No. 1261 ), dated 26 th March 1800. 

Read a petition from certain inhabitants of tliannah Handra, in zillah 
Nuddea, dated the 20th January last. The petitioners, who appear to bo inha- 
bitants of Patterghatta, aver that having been oppressed by the servants of an 
indigo factory because they refused to grow indigo, they complained to the 
magistrate, but their complaints were not heeded by that officer; they also aver 
that the servants of the indigo factory being incensed at the endeavours ot the 
petitioners to obtain redress against them, and in order to make the petitioners 
submit to their demands, have collected armed men for the purpose of seizing 
and carrying away the petitioneis and others; have dug up the paths leading to 
the petitioners^ lioiises, and have cut down the tri‘es overhanging their houses. 
T. hey furtlier complain that men have been seized and carried away from the 
village of Pattergliattali, and thiitotliers liavo been assaulted and wounded in the 
village of Beerpore from similar motives. 

2. Having caused inquiry to be made, the Lieutenant Governor finds that it is 
not true that the magistrate has not lieeded the jictitions of these petitioners. 
He finds that when certain inhabitants of Pattergliattali jietitioned the magistrate, 
complaining that certain persons were trying to force tin rn to cultivate indigo 
against their will, they were called upon to make specific charges, and to adduce 
evidiuicc thereto. But nevertheless in only one case would the complainants 
make a specific charge, which case is now under investigation. In another case, 
a complaint of kidnapping two persons was made, hut the complainants abandoned 
the case- In anotlu'r case arising out of a similar charge. iii(|uiries are still 
pending. And in a fourth case arising out of a complaint of the jieuple of this 
place a factory laltial was punished, and all parties were bound down to keep 
the peace. It does not appear that any petition from the petitioners or other 
iiihaliitants ot Pai t^nghattah were not lieeded by the magistrate, and it does 
appear that when these [letitioners were required to reduce their vague complaints 
to specific charges, and to bring evidence thereupon, on\y a very few charges 
were made, on all of which very just and iiroper m easures were taken by tin* 
magistrate. 

3. It is extremely wrong of the petitioners to have made this false com- 
plaint. 

4. The petitioners know that when they have any real wrongs to complain of, 
tlieir cases will always be fully irujuired into, if they make a specific charge, 
and adduce evidence to siniport it. But vagiu? general coinjilaints cannot be 
attended to. 

Order, — Ordered that a copy of the above Resolution lie forwarded for the 
information of the petitioners. 


— No. 16. — 

From E, //. Lushb/gtofi, Es(p, Officiating Secretary to tlie Go vcjjnment of Bengal, 
to the Commis.sioner of the Rajshahye Division, (No. 5600), dated the 19th 
September 1859. 

Sir, 

The Sessions Judge of Rajshahye having submitted to the Lieutenant Governor 
his remarks to the registrar of the Nizamut Adawlut*on the trial noted in the 
margin, I am directed by his Honor to forward a copy of these remarks for your 
information, and to request that, in conscMjuence of t^ie apparently very insuffi- 
cient inquiry which has been made with reference to Mr! Cockburn’s alleged 
criminality in this case, you will immediately depute the present officiating 
magistrate of Pubna to the spot, and there to make a most strict and searching 
inquiry as to what part Mr. Cockbuni did actually take in,this most serious and 
fatal affray. 

2. After the officiating magistrate has spared no exertion to ascertain the 
exact state of the case, and there should appear to him in consequence sufficient 
grounds for ulterior proceedings against Mr. Cockbuni, he will submit the 
, evidence and proceedings, according to the prescribed practice, for the opinion 
72 * Y 4 of 
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of the Advocate General as to the expediency of committing Mr. Cockburn for 
trial to the Supreme Court. 

3. If, however, such a course should not appear advisable, the magistrate will 
report the result of his investigation to Government, stating his reasons for the 
conclusion at which he may have arrived. 


From X. S. Jackson, Esq., Judge of Rajshahye, to the Registrar, Nizamut 

Adawlut. 


Bugliir Khan and 
others. Affray 
with murder, &c. 


Sir, 

1 TRANSMIT for the purpose of being laid before the Nizamut Ada\Nlut the 
record of the trial noted in the margin held at the late Piibna sessions. 

2 The case is one of those agrarian outrages not unhappily very uncommon in 
the district, but in this instance deplorable alike from its apparent origin and from 
the fatal result. 


• This number is 
probably exag- 
gerated. 


• The word sir- 
dars^* in this part 
of the country is 
always used in the 
sense of ‘‘lattials."' 


3. It appears tliat Mr. W. Cockburn was proprietor of the Chulla concern’ 
thannah Shazadpore, in the subdivision of Seraj^ungc. 

4. Not far from the factory of Chulla is the village of Subgachi, owned by 
several prnpriefors, Mr. Cockburn holding ip farm the share ot one of them. 

5. Mr. Cockhurn, it seems, required for tlio purpose of his indigo cultivation, 
the ploiiglis of the Subgachi people, and as they were uinyilling to give that 
accommodation, endeavoured to take it by force. The assistant in charge of 
Serajguiige, vvlio committed the prisoners for trial, has quite inaccurately observed 
that it was brought only to make the villagers work out tlie advances they had 
received, but it appears quite conclusively, not only from the evidence 
witnesses, but specially, from the confessions of some ot the prisont^rs (Moh- 
butoola, alias Mofta, and Ilnlok), that the Snl^gaehi pco|)le were not unckr 
advances, and that consequently there was no semblance ot right to compel the 
use of their ploughs. • 

(J. J lie facts which the evidence appears to establish are these : that on the 
forenoon of Wednesday the 23d March last, as several of the Subgachi people 
were at work ploughing their fields to the south of the village, a considerable body 
of men, 100* or more, were seen approacli’ing, armed, from the direetion of the 
factory. Some four or five of these men came up to witliin a little distance, and 
asked the villagers whether they would give tlic use of their plouglis oi nor 
They said they would not, some of tlieni adding tliat they Iiad already supplied 
their ploughs on several occasions without receiving payment, and were then 
engaged in their own cultivation. 

7. The men (sirdars)* then replied tliey would have to give the ploughs 
whether they liked it or not, and, it is said, then went to report the result to their 
employer, who was at a little distance (about 250 yards off ), on horseback. Ihe 
witnesses go on to say that Mr. Cockburn, being apparently e.xcited by the 
refusal, used abusive language towards the village.rs, and after • ordering liis men 
to plunder the place and mar flie people, rode off towards his tactory. 

8. This may be the proper place to observe that the assistant magistrate 
who wont in person to the spot, considers it certain that Cockburn was not 
upon tlie ground, first, upon certain discrepancies in the evidence, which 
he has not specified, atvi second, because from actual inspection he was 
unable to discover, in the locality indicated, any horse-hoof prints; and 
think it my duty to remark, that ih the first place, in default 
evidence to the point, it* does not appear why horse-hoof marks should 
been observable on tlie ground after 24 hours had elapsed, in the latter end ot 
March ; and in the next place, if there is any one point on which the evidence 
for the prosecution seems to agree more than upon another, it is as to the first, ot 
Mr Cockburn having ridden to within a short distance (200 or 300 yards), 
of the village lands, received the report of his messengers, and then after showing 
signs of anger, and giving certain orders to his men there assembled, having gone 
away to liis fiictory, on which the affray begun. To this point I should have 
occasion to recur presently, but I must say that if the statements of the witnesses 
on this head should be deemed utterly without foundation, as they 'have been . 
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considered ov ^be assistant magistrate, it will be impossible to place reliance in 
any part of their story, and the prisoner will, in my judgment, be entitled to an 
acquittal. 

9. Immediately on receiving these directions, the sirdars previously assembled, the 

began to shout “ kali, kali,” • and made towards the village ; the Subgachi men ‘'y 

most of them ran off, some of them first loosening their oxen from the ploughs, ri'IeSoU'an 
and some leaving them as they were. enemv. 

10. A few, amongst whom were Munim, Kotubdiand Sadoolla Tukee, offered 
some sort of opposition, by standing and protesting against the attack. The 
assistant magistrate conceives that the villagers threw clods at the assailants, and 
it is not impossible that they may have armed themselves for resistance, but there 
is no evidence of the fact, and at all events it is certain that some of the lattials 
were hurt, while on .the other hand the tliree men last mentioned were 
all wounded by means of “surkies,” or light spears, Kotubdi and Sadoolla 
slightly, one in the fleshy part of his thigh, the other in the palm of his hand, 
but the third, Munim, received in the first place a wound in the abdomen, «bich 
was fatal. He turned and fled a short distance, his course being marked with 
blood, but was overtaken and received anotlier wound in the back, close to the 
shoulder-blade, which brouglit him down, and the lattials coming up inflicted a 
third, and then other wounds. The rest escaped. 

11. After this some plunder seems to have taken place, thougli the evidence is 
not satisfactory as to this, but undoubtedly the most part of the cattle of the vil- 
lage, upwards of 100 head, were driven off to the factory, whence they or part 
of them were taken to the thaiinah-pound of Shazadpore, under one or more 
challans said to bear Mr. Cockburn’s signature, and were afterwards cluiincd and 
j.ccovercd hy their owners. 

12. When the aggressors retired the villagers came back, and some of them 
went to the assistance of .Vjuuiin, who was found by his cousin Jeetoo Sheikh 
(witness No. 15,) nearly prostrate upon his face and knees, evidently dying, lie 
was taken up and carried to his home, where, after.some inarticulate or barely 
articulate attempts at speaking, and alter taking a little water, he almost imme- 
diately (lied. 

13. It is stated hy Jeetoo, also by the prosecutri.x, widow of the deceased, and 
by his mother, Chundra Bam (witness No. 30,) that with Iiis dying breath 
Munitn declared that he had received his mortal injuries from Bugliir Khun and 
Luckun (prisoners 1 and 2,) at the command of Cockburn, but I find it impos- 
sible to place any reliance; in this statement. 

14. The friends of the deceased then prepared to carry his remains to Soraj- 
gunge, and after an altercation with two burkundauzes, who sought to make 
them proceed by a road which lay through tlie faetpry lands (with the purpose, 
as they conceived, of getting the body into Mr. Cockburn’s |)ower), they carriecl 
their point, and reached Serajgungc that evening. There information reached 
Mr. Harvey, the joint magistrate, and the body was subjected to medical examina- 
tion, the result of which is detailed in the evidence of Luchpiuu Gree, the native 
doctor (witness No. 32), and leaves no doubt of the manner in*which tlie deceased 
came by his death, 

15. ' There has been in this case no investigation by the mofussil police, Mr. 

Harvey having gone in person to the scene, where he arrived only the next even- 
ing, and at once entered upon .Iiis inquiries, which have resulted in the commit- 
ment of the prisoners, of whomTour have been acquitted by this court, in concur- 
rence with the law officer. 

16. As to the remainder of the prisoners, the evidence, appears ample for con- 

viction ; in the case of Goomani alone the identification is slight, anti might not 
probably suffice if it vjere not most strongly confirmed by his own confession, 
recorded before Mr. Harvey, the assistant magistrate, to which of course the 
court will refer, as it accompanies the record. * 

17 . Before me the prisoners have all pleaded not guilty, and for th6 most part 
have endeavoured to set up^a/iiu, but without success. Bughir Moolook, Kudum 
and Gomani (first mentioned) have declined to call any witnesses, and as to tlie 

* others not a single one has substantiated any point in their favour. As to La 11 
72. * , Z Khan, 
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Khan, against whom the evidence for the prosecution is least conclusive, his owp 
witnesses show that he was a factory servant, and do not in any way support his 
alihu He is also warned in the confessions; he is a man of somewhat singular 
appearance, having been originally an up-country brahmin, and recently con- 
verted to Mahomedanism. Punchoo is identified by Kotubdi (witness No. 1), 
specially as the man who wounded him ; as to Bumin (No. 12), who has been 
identified by five witnesses, two of whom knew him by name, he chose to examine 
only (jne witness in his defence, who proved that he was a servant of the factory. 

18. Bngliir Khan, who is slated to be (as indeed his appearance and manner 
denote) the factory jemadar (of lattials when required), was undoubtedly one of 
the foremost in the attack upon the village, and 1 think there is good reason to 
believe that be inflicted at least one of the wounds which was fatal to the prose- 
cutrix’s husband Munim Sheikh. I would therefore propose in liiscase a sentence 
of transportation for life. 

19. For tlie rest, as to whose degree of criminality I do not see much ground 
for establisliing distinctions, I would propose a sentence of 14 years each, impri- 
sonment with hard labour in irons. 

20. Tlieni are observations upon this case which I think it my duty to make, 
and in which I trust the Superior Court will concur. One of them relates to the 
insufficiency of tho joint magistrate’s proceedings as to the proprietor of the fiiC- 
tory. In a case so very serious as the present, in which the direct evidence was 
so strong against that person, where moreover the assistant magistrate has him- 
self recorded that the “ factory had collected men for the attack,” and also that 
Mr. Cockbiirn had sent the plundered cattle to Shazadpore, thus indisputably 
connecting him with the offence, both before and after the fact, regard being had 
10 the whole circumstance^ of the case, it docs appear to me that further proceed- 
ings ill regard to Mr. (a)ckbnrn were called for, and that the fact or the degree of 
liis guilt should have been made matter for the decision of a jury. It seems to 
me that a total failure of justice in such a case as this reflects seriously upon the 
administration of the district, and that it will be hard to make native zemindars 
responsil>Ie for any erimes committed by their dependants, if in the case of an 
Englisli plant(‘r, seriously compromised in a matter of this description, no steps 
whatever arc taken to bring the ofhmdcr to trial. 

21. The next point to wliicli I must advert is the conduct of the two police 
burkundauzes on this occasion, and to the maimer in which the assistant 
magibtrate lias dealt with it. 1 have already on more than one occasion stated 
my strong ohjeetion to the system of “ Mndud*” burkundauzes, that is, two 
very inferior poliecmen sent down ostensibly to watch the proceedings of specified 
person^, but who are usually domesticated with the persons whom they are 
supposed to watcdi, and naturally end bymeither preventing a disturbance, or 
affording the least assistance when it takes place, either to the parties assailed, 
or to their own superiors in the subsequent investigation. 

22. This is precisely what has happened in the present case. Two burkun- 
dauzes, deputed (as^ Mr. Harvey proclaims) to prevent breaches of the peace, 
allow a force of Icittials to be assembled before their faces, accompany them as 
amateurs throughout their day’s proceedings, and finally, it would seem, do their 
best to prevent the case from coming in its actual and proper shape before the 
magistrate. 

23. The assistant must have come to one of^tlie conclusions regarding these 
men, either that they were helpless and blameless, which indeed he seems to 
say, but in that case they should have been made witnesses in the case, and 
ought to have given most itnportant and unimpeachable testimony, or else they 
must be considered as* accomplices in the crime, at any rate grossly failing in 
the performance of their duties, but then they ought to have been put upon their 
trials, and either committed to the sessions, or summarily dealt with under his 
general powers, by the tissistant, with powers of joint magistrate. 

24. Neither of these things lias he done. The burkundauzes have laid their 
statement or “Istifsar” taken, and there as far as they are concerned the case 
has rested. 

25 . It is evident that Mr. Harvey has not been wanting in activity, and 1 / 

know 



INDIGO CtLtrVAtrON IN BENGAL ,79 

know he is not deficient in shrewdness, but the inquiry has not in these points 
been closely and judiciously followed up. It may not be matter of surprise that 
a young officer should fail in these qualities (I mean judgment and decision), 
but certainly his shortcomings ought to be made up by the vigilance and 
determination of his superior in charge of the district. It seems too much the 
c^e even in difficult cases, and in respect of the most inexperienced officers, to 
give way to a^ feeling of laissez faire, and to abstain from all interference with 
the proceedings of subordinates. This is a misfortune to the public, and also 
unfair upon the young officer, as either his faults and omissions are not corrected, 
or perhaps when corrections have taken place, they are roughly ijandled by 
superior officers, who must consider that in theory all officers exercising the 
judicial powers of a magistrate are alike. 

2G. Upon this subject the court may perhaps think it wortlj while to direct a 
communication to be made to the commissioner of the division, or even to 
Government. 

From H, B. Lmiford, Esq., Officiating Registrar of the Nizamut Adawlut, to 

E. //. Lushmgton, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 548), 

dated 16 September 1859. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Court to forward to you, fur the purpose of being laid 
before his Honour the Lieutenant Governor, the accompanying copy of a letter, 
dated the 15th ultimo, from the Sessions Judge of Rajshahye, referring the trial 
of Blioga Khan and others, charged with murder, wounding, and plundering, 
with the remarks recorded thereon by Mr. Sainiiells, vvlio concurs with the 
Sessions Judge in’ the opinion that the employment of two burkundauzes for the 
piirpo'^e of preventing an indigo aflray is absurd. He is of opinion that a party 
of military police, with an Eurof)can officer, civil or military, should, wlien 
practi(iabl(’, be invariably employed on such duties. 

Remarks by the Presiding Jiidge on tlio Trial of Bhoga Khan ami others. 

The evidence against llie i)risoners 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, and 12, is of a 
much more satisfactory character than wc usually luwe in these affray cas(.s. I 
canuut doubt that they formed part of a body of armed men which proci eded 
from Mr. {^ockburn’s Ihctory towanls the Gabgachee village fbr the purpose of 
compelling tlie ryots to plough the factory lands ; that after some altercation, 
and upon the refusal of the villagers to work for the factory, they attackcMl the 
deceased and his fellow villagers, with surkies and latties, killed tlie deceased and 
wounded two of the villagers, the others flying before them and ofiering no 
opposition. 

Bhoga Khan, alias Majun, appears to have taken the most prominent |)art in 
the outrage ; and the evidence of l)is having inflicted at least one wound on the 
deceased is clear and consistent. The widow of the deceased stated, when 
examined by the joint magistrate immediately after the occurrence, that her 
husband had murmured the names of Bhoga Khan and Lafl* Khan, as those ot 
his murderers, before he died. Punchoo Khan is satisfactorily proved to have 
wounded Kctabdec. Who wounded Sadoolla seems uncertain : he himself was 
unable to say. That the prisoners went to Gabgacliec village armed with deadly 
weapons, which they were prepared to use upon any opijositiou, and that they 
were all united in a riotous inamier in the prosecution of one object, and that an 
illegal one, seem certain. I therefore convict them* all of’wilful murder, and 
looking to the intention of the various prisoners, fairly inferal)lc frotn the nature 
of the case, as the rule for apportioning the punishjnerit laid down in Section 
LXXV. Regulation IX. of 1793, sentence Bhoga Khan to imprisonment for life 
in transportation beyond sea ; Panchoo and Lull Khan to fourteen years ; and 
the others to ten years* imprisonment, with labour in irons, and in banishment from 
the district. , 

I concur with the Sessions Judge in the opinion that the employment of two 
burkundazes for the purpose of preventing an indigo affray is absurd. A copy 
of the Sessions Judge’s letter of reference, and of this judgment, will be sent to 
the Government of Bengal, with an expression of the Court’s opinion that parties 
of military police, with an European officer, civil or military, should, when prac- 
tica^ble, be invariably employed on such duties. 

71. z 2 


Ido 



I do not agree with the Sessions Judge in his censure of Mr. Harvey’s proceed* 
ings relative to Mr. Cockburn. I have .gone carefully over the papers, and 
I think Mr. Harvey was justified in the conclusion at which he arrived, that Mr. 
Cockburn was not on the ground where the affray took place either before or 
during the affray. The persons who first gave information of the murder did 
not mention Mr. Cockburn as having been present. Mr. Harvey was on the 
spot next morning, and made the people point out to him the locality of the 
attack. He saw the marks of the men’s feet distinctly, and if they could be 
seen, the impression of a horse’s hoof could have been seen also, but there was 
nothing of tlie kind visible, although the ground, Mr. Harvey says, was soft in 
one at least of the places which were particularly pointed out to him. 

Whether evidence might not have been procured of Mr. Cockburn being an 
accessory before the fact, it is quite impossible from a mere perusal of the record 
to say; certainly when a body of armed men issue from a factory and proceed to 
use foi’ce against the ryots of a neighbouring village to com[)el them to work for 
the factory, there is a strong presumption that the owner or manager residing in 
the factory must have employed them on their unlawful errand, and the magis- 
trate should always in these cases direct his attention to this point; but I see 
nothing on the record to induce me to conclude that Mr. Harvey has neglected 
his duty in this matter, or to compel me to bring his conduct unfavourably to the 
notice of Government; on the contrary, I have been much pleased with the 
energy and intelligence which are apparent in Mr, Harvey’s proceedings, and 
must say that I have seldom seen an affray case better investigated. 


From fr. G, Morris, Esfj., late Joint Magistrate of Pubna, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, dated 12 November 1869. 


Sir, 
The “ 


Engli 


Government and Jauhee Bew^, 
versus 

Baoa Khan and thirteen others. 

Charged — With being concerned 
in an affray in which iSlymen Sheikh 
was killed, Kelabdee and Sadoollah 
wounded, and the cattle of the Gab- 
gachee villagers laundered. 


shman ” newspaper of yesterday’s date contains the report of the 
case noted in the margin, from which I perceive that a copy of the 
Sessions Judge’s letter of reference, and of the judgment of the 
Nizainut Adawlut, have been sent to the Government of Bengal. 
As the letter of the Sessions Judge, Mr. Jackson, contains some 
apparently severe animadversions on iny conduct, or rather want 
of conduct, as joint magistrate of Pubna, and superior of Mr. 
Assistant Harvey, in connexion with tliis case, I beg to submit, 
in justification and explanation, the following observations for the 
consideration of his Honour the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. 


2. The Sessions Judge, looking only to the criminal record before him, appears 
to regard me as merely an uninterested spectator of the case, in consequence of 
whose want of vigilant and judicious supervision of bis assistant’s proceedings, 
and laissez faire system, iiisuflicient steps were taken to bring Mr. Cockburn, the 
proprietor of Clialla factoiy, to justice. The Sessions Judge could not have been 
ignorant that tliis case must necessarily, at its outset, have been reported to me 
by Mr. Harvey, and^by me again to the commissioner of the division. What 
further communic«tions passed between Mr. Harvey and myself could easily 
have been ascertained on reference, and had Mr. Jackson adopted this course he 
would Jiave been informed that Mr. Harvey kept me informed demi-officially of 
his proceedings; and that, in regard to Mr. Cockburn’s connexion with the 
afiair, I particularly desired that a statement miglit be sent, showing what proofs 
could be brought of Mr. Oockburn’s participation, either directly or indirectly, 
sufficient to warrant liis being included as a defendant in this case. 

3. His Honour is a\\’are that in the month of July 1868 I was engaged for a 
fortnight at Challa in investigating charges of oppression, &c., brought against 
Mr. Cockburn, and in determining the serious disputes between him and Mr. 
Barry and the Pakrassee and Sandyal zemindars. The punishments which I 
inflicted on Mr. Cockbirrn’s servants were upheld on appeal, and my proceedings 
were approved by Government. The main and real point of contention, how- 
ever, related to the farm of a number of villages in the neighbourhood of Challa, 
which, it appeared to me, the Pakrassee zemindars had originally given to Mr. 
Cockburn ; but, on learning of Mr. Barry’s hostility lo Mr. Cockburn, these 
zemindars ignored their previous lease and gave a fresh one to Mr. Barty, I was 

satisfied, 
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satisfied, after locil inquiry, that Mr. Cockburn had taken and been in undis- 
turbed possession of these villages prior to the interposition of Mr. Barry on the 
strength of the second lease. In the Act IV. case that arose on this point, I gave 
a decree accordingly in favour of Mr. Cockburn ; and in consequence of this 
decision, and looking also to the moral effect of my pil'sence, which had assured 
tlie ryots of receiving protection from the authorities, I entertained great hopes 
that there would be no further cause of inquietude in connexion with Challa. 
Unfortunately Mr. Jackson, on appeal of the Act IV. case, took an entirely dif- 
ferent view of it, ousted Mr. Cockburn, and gave Mr. Barry possession. Thus 
the old ieucl was renewed, ^nd the consequences tliat followed were such as miglit 
liave been anticipated. I would here beg also to remiiul his Honor that the cir- 
cumstance of my visiting Challa, and taking the investigation of all the cases 
relating to Mr. Cockburn out of the then deputy magistrate of Sorajgunge, Mr. 
Mackenzie’s hands, into my own, led to a very unpleasant disagreement between 
that officer and myself. Mr. Mackenzie was greatly dissatisfied with this act of 
authority on my part, and the matter ended in his removal to another district. 
Mr. Harvey succeeded Mr. Mackenzie, and was vested with the full powers of a 
magistrate, as joint magistrate of Serajgunge. He had been with me at Pubna 
as assistant, and was well aware of all the proceedings that had occurred, as well 
as my own and the Sessions Judge’s view of them. I had tlierefore every confi- 
dence in Mr. Harvey’s experience and ability in the event of another complication 
at Challa. The opinion recorded by the NizamiU Adawlut of Mr. Harvey’s 
“energy and intelligence” has shown that that confidence was not unfounded. 

4. When, then, the case at Gabgacliee arose, it will be easily understood why 
I refrained from any personal interference, but contented myself with requesting 
Mr. Harvey to report the circumstances to me, and more particularly those 
affecting Mr. Cockburn. I was glad to see that immediately, on the occurrence 
of the fatal affray, Mr. Harvey hurried to the spot, and before.any line of policy 
could be adopted by either parly, elucidated the real facts liimself. The 
Sessions Judge, a^lhering only to the letter of the record, and to the evidence of 
the witnesses examined by him, docs not attach that credit to Mr. Harvey’s local 
investigation, and to his reasons for acquitting Mr. (’ockl>uni, which the Nizamut 
Adawlut have justly (lone. It is surprising to mo, with his knowledge of the 
previous animosity existing on the part of the native zemindars towards Mr. 
Cockburn, that the Sessions Judge should draw no distinction between the 
value to be attached to tlie pvidence of the witnesses of the prosecution in regard 
to the actual affray, and in regard to Mr. Cockbuni’s actual presence. Nor is it 
apparent why the Sessions Judge, who has convicted all tlie prisoners, “should find 
it impossibles to place reliance on the statement of Jeetoo, also of the prosecutrix, 
widow of tlie deceased, and of his mother, Chundra Bewa (witness No. 3(j), that, 
with his dying breath Moiiim declaied that he had received his mortal injuries 
from Baga Khan and Lai Khan (prisoners Nos. 1 and 2, at the command of 
Cockburn),” and yet arrive at the conclusion that, “ if the statements of the 
witnesses on this head” (/. e., Coeklmrn’s presence and demonstrations i\f anger 
and command at the scene of the affray), “ should be deemed utterly without 
foundation, as they have been considercal by the assistant magistrate, it w ill be 
impossible to place reliance in any part of their story, and prisoners wdll, in 
my opinion, be entitled to an acquittal.’’ 1 have no doubt that, had a sufficient 
interval elapsed, the witnesses on the spot would have given just as direct and 
straightforward evidence in condemnation of Mr. (vOC.ki>urn, before Mr. Harvey, 
as they subsequently did, several months later, before the Sessions Judge. When, 
therefore, in answer to my conimuiiication, Mr. Harvey informed me that, after 
careful investigation, he had come to the conclusion that there was not sufficient 
proof on which to bring a prosecution against Mr. Cockburn to a successful issue, 
or to prove his complicity in the affray, and that ne had accordingly released 
Mr. Cockburn from detention, and committed the principal assailants to the 
sessions, 1 felt satisfied with his decision, and did not deem it necessary to look 
into the minor or collateral parts of the case. Under these circumstances, and 
looking to the remarks of the Nizamut Adawlut, I trust his Honour the Lieutenant 
Governor will acquit me of the charge of supineness and want of ^ipervision, in 
a case of such importance, which the Sessions Judge has thought fit to bring 
against me, and which I have this day learnt only for tlie first time in the columns 
of a newspaper. 



182 PAPERS kELAtING tO 


From F. Gouldshury, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, to the 
. Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 212), dated 

24 January 18G0. 

Sir, 

M iTii reference to your letter, No. 5690, dated the 19th September last, and 
its enclosure, I Ijave the lionour to forward a copy of one from the officiating 
nm^Mrate of Pubna, of the 13t!i instant, No. 24, together with a copy of the 
I'cport furnislied by the assistant magistrate, Mr. Harris, who made the inquiries 
directed during the time he was officiating as magistrate of the district. 

2. Jt will be seen that, after making a full and searching inquiry on the spot 
wlieic the affray occurred, and in its neighbourhood, Mr. Harris was unable to 
obtain any reliable evidence of Mr. Cockbiirffs direct complicity in the case; and 
I must add my opiniem to that of tlic. presiding jtulgc of the Nizamut Adawlut 
(of which a copy is appended), to the effect that the censure passed by the Ses- 
sions Judge on xMr. Harvey’s proceedings was wholly undeserved. 

3. The case was promptly and thoroughly investigated at the time it occurred. 
Mr. Harvey was on the spot 10 hours after the affray took place, and spared no 
pains to elicit the true facts. It may therefore be presumed that, had Mr. Cock- 
burn lakcn ail active part iu the affray, as alleged by the opposite party, sufficient 
trustworthy evidence of the fact would then liavo been ol)tained, but there was 
no sueli evidence, as will appear from the following extract of Mr. Harvey’s 
report on the ease : — 

“ Although in my own mind I had concluded, from the discrepancies in the 
evidence, iliat Mr. Coekbnrn could not have been on the spot, yet, to put the 
^natter beyond a doubt, I made a searching examination of the ground he was 
alleged to liavc ridden over, and although the land w^as in such a state that 
I could distingulsli the prints of a number of men’s feet, yet I could not in any 
one single place see tlie prints of horses’ feet, either with or without shoes; one 
pl<ice especially, Avhere the«plaiiitiff and w itnesses pointed out as soft and likely, 
oven there they could not show the prints of any horses’ feet.” 

4. This seemed to me conclusive as to the falsity of the plaintiff’s assertion 
that Mr. Cockburn had directed the attack on the village in person, and I did 
not consequently consider it necessary at the time Jo order further inquiries; 

I was qiiitii satisfied that Mr. Ilaivey, who is an active and intelligent young 
office r, had neglected no means of arriving at the truth. 

5. The case, though serious ami fatal in its results, was a very simple one. 
About 25 or 30 men, of wliom ^()llle, if not all, w’cre armed, went from Mr. 
Cockburn’s factory of Clialla to the village. They tried first by persuasion, and 
then by force, to get the ryots to bring their ploughs, but the latter refused, and 
began to pelt the i)arty with clods, while retreating towards the village. The 
factory people followed them up, and the deceased was struck just as he entered 
the village, receiving three or fo\ir separate wounds from a “ soolfee'' They 
then ])assed tliroimh^thc village, wounding two more of the ryots, and carrying 
off all the cattle. 

6. It may be presumed that Mr. Cockburn was not ignorant of this party 
having left his factory with such an object, and in so far he may justly be held 
blamcable, but 1 can find no sufficient grounds fpr ulterior proceedings against 

him. • • 


From H, Muspratt, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, to the Commissioner 
of the Rajshahye Division (No. 24), dated 13 January 1860. 

Sir, • 

From Secretary to WiTH reference to the correspondence noted in the margin, I have the honour 

Government of forward, in original, the report called for> pepared by Mr. Harris, assistant 

iionw,No. 6^0**’ magistrate, who made inquiries on the spot during the time he was officiating as 
Ut^^igthScpt.' magistrate of the district. ^ ^ *1. 

859. ]\lr. Harris clearly -points out great discrepancies in the evidence of the 

witnesses 



INDIGO GUtTJV^TlON JN BENGAL. 


183 

witnesses, who were the parties aggrieved in the case ; I do not therefore con- 
sider it proved at all that Mr. Cockburn was on the spot either before or during 
the time the afFray took place. It will be seen from Mr. Samuells’ decision, that 
when complaint was first made of the affray, no mention was made of Mr. 
Cockburn having been on the spot. I therefore cannot but think that the wit- 
nesses must have been tutored to say that Mr. Cockburn rode up, appeared very 
angry, and ordered his people to mar the ryots. This bit of the evidence is exactly 
repeated by each witness, but on cross examination as to the colour of Mr. 
Cockburn’s dress and horse, and as to the route he took after giving orders, differs 
so materially, 1 do not think that any dependence can he placed on any of the 
evidence as to Mr. Cockburn having ridden to the spot and given the order for 
the attack. 

2. As regards Mr. Cocklmrn’s being an accessory before the fact, then? is no 
evidence at all on this point. Although I cannot hut suspect that Mr. Cockhurii 
must have been aware that his servants were goiug out to force the ryots ro give 
their ploughs, and, as he resided so close to the place, he is morally guilty of 
not looking properly after his servants. 

3. As regards Mr. Cockbuni’s being an accessory after the fact, there is strong 
presumption that he may have known how the cattle had l)een seized, but still there 
is no direct proof on this point; and though Mr. Cockburn lias sold the factory 
since the affray to the zemindars, whose ryots were the parties attacked in the 
affray, yet Mr. Harris was unable to obtain any clue to Mr. Cockburn*s conduct 
ill the case, or knowledge of wliat had taken place. 

4. Under these circumstances, and also laying great stress on the opinion 
given by Mr. Samiiells, a judge of tlie Sudder Nizanuit, copy of wliioh is 
enclosed, I consider that there is no evidence against Mr. Cockburn, and there- 
fore I do not forward the papers of the case. 

5. The difficnlty of punishing the instigators to aftVays demands, I think, tlie 
serious attention of the Legislative Council. 

The servants of Mr. Cockburn in this case did nof. commit an affray for any 
end of their own, but manifestly for the advantage of their employer; and I 
would jnopose that in all cases in wliicli the proof of the affray shows that it 
took place solely for the advantage of the assailant’s employer, and that the 
employer cannot prove that he knew nothing: of the matter, and that the employer 
did not aid the magistrate in bringing tlie offenders to justice, that the property 
regarding which the affray took place should be confiscated to Government. 

6. As it may appear that delay has occurred in preparing and forwarding this 
report, I have'thc honour to state that the letter of the Government of Bengal 
was received on the 28tli October; that Mr. iMolony, then officiating maghitraie, 
was shortly after removed to Jessore on tin* 28th October; and that Mr. Hams, 
the assistant magistrate in charge, applied to the Commissioner to know if he 
w^as to investigate the case, or let it remain till Mr. Molony’s successor arrived. 

. 7. Besides these reasons, the original papers of the case were only received back 
from the Sessions Judge on tlie 27lh ultimo, and the assistant magistrate had to 
compare the evidence given before him with that given in the previous trials 
before the Joint Magistrate and Sessions Judge. 


From G. X. Harris, Esq., Assistant Magistrate of Pubna, to the Officiating 
Magistrate of Pubna, dated 9 January 1860. 


Sir, . * . . 

• I HAVE the honour to report the results of the re-investigation of the late 
Gabgachee affray case, as carried on by me, in accordance with the (commis- 
sioner’s memorandum of the 12th October 1859. • 


2. Beyond the fact of the men who committed the affray befng his servants, I 
have been unable to detect any direct complicity on the part of Mr. Cockburn. 

3. I may mention that the plan adopted, by me in collecting the evidence was 
to ride in person every morning to the villages between Gabgachee and Clialla 
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factory, and interrogate whomsoever I happened to meet on the road, or found 
engaged in the ordinary avocations of home. All whom I got in this manner 
were then brought to my tent, where their depositions were taken on oath. 

4. Almost the entire mass of the evidence thus collected by me be^rs. only on 
the single point of Mr. W. Cockburn’s actual presence on the field. On that 
point I liave to make the following observations : — . 

I. Witness Jec too says — Mr. Cockbum went in the direction marked AD 
upon leaving tlie field. Dookhyrain and Ramchundro Chungo give A B as the 
direction in which Mr. Cockburn went away, and Rohim Pramanik, Anundo 
Cliuiido and feadoolah, say A. These are discrepancies \\^hich I cannot reconcile 
with the truth, for rlie men were so close to Mr. Cockburu (see map) that it 
is impossible they could differ so widely from one another if they were really 
deposing to what they say. 

Bishunath Ghosc. Jogur Aurut. . i * i . , 

Golok Sircar. Pramanik. 2. llie Witnesses named in the margin, who deposed to having 

Kallee Pramanik. Haroo Soonderi. seen the men, say tliat iio Saheb was among them. 

Januki Bewn. Uoton Bewa. 

3. Kerabdce (one of the men wounded in the affray) deposed on oath before 
Mr. Harvey that I\Ir. Cockburn was riding a red horse, and that he wore a black 
hat and l)lack clothes. Before me the same man swore that Mr. Cockljfuni was . 
on a white horse, and that his dress was white. Regarding this man’s perjury, I 
have 110 doubt you will pass the necessary orders. 

4. One man (Anundo Chundo), who says he saw Mr. Cockburn come on and 
go off the field, declares he did not hear him give any order. jNovv, this man was 
standing us close to Mr. Cockburn (for I made him point out his exact position) 
as Jeetoo, Sadoolah and others, who depose to having heard the order. 

5. I find from the old.pajiers of the case, which came to liand after my inves- 
tigation, that Mr. Harvey placed Mr. Cockburn on his defence, and on tins point 
acquitted liim. Mr. Harvey says, although in my own mind I had concluded 
Ifoin the discrepancies in th(! evidence, that Mr. Cockburn could not have been 
on the spot, yet to put the matter beyond a doubt, I made searching examina- 
tion of the ground he was alleged to have ridden over; and although the land 
was in such a state that I could distuiguish the jirints of a nurnUer of men’s feet, 
yet I could not in any one single place see the prints of horses’ feet, either with 
or without shoes. One place specially, wlicre the plaintiff* and witnesses pointed 
out as soft and likely, even there they could not sliow any horse’s imprints. 

Mr. Cockburn 1 acquit, as far as my court is concerned, of being concerned 
personally in the riot.” 

0. The accompanying is an extract from the Nizamut Adawlut’s decision in 
this case. 

7. I have therefore come to tlie conclusion, tliat to place Mr. Cockburn again 
on his defence on tliis point .would he useless, and out of the question. 

8. I now come to consider the evidence against Mr. Cockburn as an accessory 
before or after the ^‘act. 

9. I may mention, by the way, that, a few days after the attVay, Mr. Cockburu 
sold the Challa concern to the Sandeals of Sollop, who are the present proprietors 
of it. These Sandeals were having continual disputes wdth Mr. Cockburn, which 
disputes finally resulted in the affray. 

10. I made eveVy endeavour to procure the evidence of persons who were^ 
servants of Challa factory in Mr. Cockburn’s time, and with this object made 
personal inquiries at the various factories around Challa, including those atSeraj- 
gunge, Jamirta, MohUngunge, &c. 

II. I succeeded in getting only four Boona coolies, who knew nothing of the 
matter. 

12. It may not, perhaps, be wondered at that I did not succeed in getting any 
of Mr. Cockburn’s old servants, when we consider the length of time that has 
elapsed, the affray having occurred in March 1869, a few days after which Mr. 
Cockburn left that part of the country, and the concern feU into the hands of * 
other parties (/. e. the Sandeals). 

13. From 
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13. From the evidence of the pound-keeper at Shahazadporc, it appears that 
the plundered cattle were brought to him^ as being found trespassing on indigo, 
by some Challa people, bearing a challan having Mr. Cockburn's signature upon 
it. I have been, however, unable to discover any clue which might lead to the 
apprehension of these men, nor any trace of the challan. 

14. But of this there can be no doubt (as I have intimated above), that the 
affray was con;mitted by persons in Mr. Cockburn’s service; and I am cer- 
tainly of opinion that, if a man allows or takes no measures to prevent liis 
own servants from going about armed with spears, &c. &c., and this at a time 
when he is at feud \jith the whole surrounding country (as was the case in this 
instance), he should be held, to a certain extent, responsible if anything serious 
takes place. 

15. I believe tliat the servants of the factory in this case would not have armed 
themselves thus if, in doing so, they thought that tjjey were acting contrary to 
Mr. Cockburn’s wishes; and I certainly think that* Mr. Cockburn should on this 
point be put on his defence. 


Extract from the Remarks by the Presiding Judge on the Trial of Baga Khan 

and others. 

“ I DO not agree with the sessions judge in his censure of Mr. Harveys pro- 
ceedings relative to Mr. Cockburn. I have gone carefully over the papers, and 
I think Mr. Harvey vvas justified in the conclusion at which he arrived, that 
Mr. Cockburn was nut on the ground where the affray took place, either before 
or during the aftray. 

“The persons who first gave information of the murder did not mention 
Mr. Cockburn as having been present. Mr. Ilarvcy was on the spot next morn- 
ing, and made the people point out to him the locality of the attack. He saw 
the marks of the men’s feet distinctly, and if they cjouhl be seen, the impression 
of a horse-hoof could have been seen also, but there was nothing of the kind 
visible, althoagli tlie ground, Mr. Harvey says, was soft in one at least of the 
places which was particularly pointed out to him. 

“ Wlictlicr evidence might not liave been ])rocurcd of Mr. (’ockburn, being an 
accessory before the fact, it is ([uite impossible, from a mere perusal of the record, 
to say. Certainly, when a body of armed men issue from a factory, and proceed to 
use force against the ryots of a neighbouring village, to compel them to work for 
the factory” there is a strong presumption that the owner or manager residing in 
the factory must have employed them on their unlawful errand; and the magistrate 
should always in these cases direct his attention to this point. But I see nothing 
on the record to induce me to conclude that Mr. Harvey has neglected his duty 
in this matter, or to com|>cl me to bring his conduct imfavourahly to the notice 
of Government ; on the contrary, I have been much pleased with the energy and 
intelligence which arc apparent in Mr. Harvey’s proceedings, and must say, that 
I have seldom seen any affray case better investigated.” • 

E. A, Samuellsy 

Id September 1859. Judge. 


From E. H. Lushington^ Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the (Commissioner of the Uajshahye Diviston 393), dated Camp 

Muneer, 18 February 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 21*2, dated the 
24th ulpmo, with its enclosure, submitting your report on the case against 
Mr. Cockburn, of the Challa indigo factory, and to inform you in reply, that as 
nothing has been discovered which would warrant proceedings being instituted 
against thaj gentleman, as being concerned in the affray in question, no further 
orders appear to be necessary, 
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2. lam also desired to state, that, taking into consideration the circumstances 
now adduced, together with the opinion expressed by the presiding judge of the 
Sudder Court, wliich was not before the Government when the instructions of the 
19th September, to your address, were issued, the Lieutenant Governor is satis- 
fied tliat the censure passed by the sessions judge on the officers employed in the 
investigation in question, was undeserved ; and a communication to that efiect' 
has been sent to Mr. Morris, late joint magistrate of Pubua, who, separately, 
directly addressed tlie Government on the subject. 

n. Tlie register of the Sudder Court, in forwarding the copy of the opinion 
above referred to, represented it to be Mr. Samuells* opinioij, “ that the employ- 
ment of two Burkundauzes, for the purpose of preventing an indigo affray, is 
absurd ; and that a party of military police, with a European officer, civil or 
military, should, when practicable, be invariably employed in such duties.’' The 
Lieutenant Governor, 1 am directed to state, entirely concurs in the propriety of 
these remarks ; and you are ctceordingly requested to desire the niagi>trates under 
your control to give eftect to them whenever circumstances permit. 


I'rom E. H. Lushinglon, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to G. G. Morris, Esq., c. s., late Joint Magistrate of Pubna (No. 394), dated 
Camp Muneer, 18 February 18G0. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 12th Novem- 
I)cr last, and in reply, to inform you that the explanation submitted by you of 
your proceedings in tlie affray ca^e, in whicli the people of the Challa Indigo 
Factory were concerned, in conjunction with the remarks of the presiding judge 
of the Sudder Court on the trial, exonerate you from any blame. 


—No. 17.— 

Petition from tlio Inhabitants ofZillali Nuddea to the Hononrabh' the Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal, dated Joyrampore, 16 February 1860. 

Most re.^peclfulty slioweth, 

That your poor petitioner’s village lies in tlie vicinity of the Lokenathpore 
factory, the pnsmit manager of whicli is Mr. J. Mears; that Mr. J. Mears is 
unbearably oppressive towards them. 

1st. That two rup<‘('s is advanced for every becgali of land which your poor 
petitioners are compelled to cultivate for indigo; tliat one heegah measured out 
to them for the purpose is ecpial to one-and-a-lialf beegah of ordinary measure- 
ment ; tliat for cverY floiigh used by them they are required to cultivate four such 
beegahs; that tliey are made to employ themselves in enltivatiou almost without 
interruption Ironi the mouth of Magh to Choit, that is, till the rain falls and 
indigo is sown ; that as soon as the plants eorne to have four leaves, they are 
pressed to commence weeding, and are not allqwed to enUivate their paddy 
fields idl the month o£ Joit ; |liat ten beegahs can be cultivated at most with one 
plougl), of whicli six are taken for indigo, and the remaining four’ beegahs, 
which are suffered to be sown with paddy, yield almost nothing, owing to the 
so'ving being unscasonaUle. * 

2d. That the working of 20 ploughs is required to prepare one beegali of land 
for the sowing of indigo, the cost of which is two rupees eight annas ; that the 
weeding charge is one rupee ; the price of seed cannot be accurately estimated, 
varying as it does in dift’drent years. It can, however, be fairly recokoned to be, 
upon an average, one rupee ; tlie cost of reaping and carriage per beegali is ei^ht 
annas, and the rent is (1-4) one rupee four annas. Thus the total cost of growing 
indigo on one heegah of land, and carrying the same to the factory, generally 
amounts to six rupees four annas. In settling the price of plants, Ihe factory 
amlah pass one cartful of plants for one bundle, so, unless the crop is exceedingly 

good. 
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good, your poor petitioners* produce per beegah may not pass for five or six 
bundles* Your poor petitioners are paid at the rate of six bundles per rupee. 
So, for every beegah sown on advance, tliey incur a loss of four or five rupees, 
or 16 rupees, or 20 rupees for each plough they use. 

3d. Besides the heavy loss your poor petitioners suffer from the planting 
system, they arc obliged to protect* themselves from maltreatment from the 
factory amlah by payment of 8 or 10 rupees a year by way of commission and 
presents. 

4th. The advance being once made, your poor petitioners are ever to stand in 
debt to the factory; and as the amount of the debt increases year by year, the 
number of beegalis they are requij^ed to cultivate for indigo increases till their 
utter ruin. 


6lh. Besides tlie lands cultivated by your poor petitioners on advance, Mr. 
Meais cultivates about 1,000 bcegahs for Lokenathporc factory immediately at 
his own expense; of this about 700 beegahs lie in Joyramporo. For these 700 
beegalis he has only seven ploughs. The quantity of land which can be cultivated 
by seven ploughs, is at most 70 or 80 beegahs, so the cultivation of the 700 
bcegahs, minus the 70 or 80 beegalis cultivated by his own ploughs, falls upon 
the head ef your ])oor petitioners. This task tliey are made to do after they 
have done sowing indigo on the lands allotted to them on account of tlie advance. 
Formerly, the cultivation of indigo was not so expensive ; then there did not 
exist the practice of weeding, and the bundle was measured with a chain of three 
cubits length, instead of its, as above stated, being determined at .the pleasure 
of the factory amlah ; the vat, whereof the contents then passed for ir)0 bundles, 
now being loaded with one-and-a*half times as much plant, passes for 70 
bundles only. 


0th. The lands cultivat<?d by Mr. Hears at his own expense in the village of 
your po(U' petitioners, are their jurnmi and hromotur lands. For these he pays 
rent at the j'ate of eight annas per beegah, although the pro[)er rate is 12 annas 
3 pic. Besides these lands, he causes an equal quantity of land to be left 
fallow, without paying any rent for the same ; therefore, taking both the cul- 
tivated and fallow lands into account, tlie rate comes to four annas per beegah ; 
on the other hand, )Our poor petitioners liavc to pay to the zemindar at the rate 
of six annas per beegah. 

7th. Some of your poor petitioners have bamboo clumps and trees, which the 
factory people cut and carry away at their pleasure, and never condescend to pay 
properly for the same. Such even of your poor petitioners as, having no plough 
or bullock, jjrow bv manual labour iilantains, biiiijals, &;c., do not escape the 
rapacity of the planter’s people. • 

8th. At the manufacturing season three rupees is paid in advance to cart-drivers. 
The proper wages of a cart-driver is five or six aniici.s per diem ; during a whole 
(fay he can carry indigo from the held to the factory twice or tlirioe. A cartful 
of plant generally passes, as above noticed, for one bundle ; and for the carriage 
of 100 such bundles the driver is paid 2 rupees 8 annas, oubof which the amlah 
deduct their commission and other dues. Thus, unless the dilver works for the 
period of two whole months, the sum of three rupees advanced stands unliquidated. 

9th. The village inhabited by your poor petitioners is held in ijarah by the 
said sahib ; that over and abov^; the rental to which he is entitled, as represen- 
tative of the zemindar, he exacts one anna per every rupee of the rental as his 
ijardaree, a cess positively prohibited by law ; that he destroys date plantaticjns 
and pepper which they grow on their lands, saying that there would gradually 
be a scarcity of indigo lands if the ryots be suffered thus to appropriate their 
lands to their own use. 


10th. That all these acts of oppression fall very hard upon your poor peti- 
tioners, especially as the price of articles of food has risen FiP high of late ^ ^ 

to such deplorable poverty most of your poor petitioners arc reduced, that although 
they labour hard from morning to evening they are hardly able to preserve their 
families from starvation ; that if any one be bold enough to apply to the lawful 
authorities for remedy against these oppressions, the factory people send lattials, 
take him to the factory, fine him, ana exact the fine by the sale of his chattels, or 
72. AA 2 • 
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inflict on him hard corporal punishment. That truth of these grievances will be 
made clear by reference to Baboo Obhoy Churn Mullick, deputy collector, de- 
puted to ascertain and give compensation for lands which have fallen in the 
Eastern Bengal Railway, who has had, during his stay in the neignbourhood, 
sufliicient ojiportunities of witnessing and hearing of the same, 

11th. Your poor petitioners liaving complained of these acts of oppression to 
Mr. Keid, the late Officiating Commissioner of Nucldea division, and iMr. Drum- 
mond, magistrate of Nucldea, about a month ago, during their late inspection 
tour, Mr. Mears and Mr. Tweedy, his assistant at Lokeilathpore factory, have been 
inc('nscd against your poor petitioners, and to gratify tlieir revenge have assembled 
numerous lattials and spearsmen in ditferent factories, viz., Lokenathpore,Ramnug- 
ger, Cliandpore, Taltolla, and liave Uppointed Wooina Nath Roy, of Monohur- 
pore, commander of this force, and threaten to plunder and set lire to your poor 
petitioners’ village, imprison and put them to torture in the factory godowu, and 
to do other acts of lawless cruelty. 

Under these circumstances, your poor petitioners Inimbly pray that your 
Honor will be pleased to take their perilous situation into your favourable con- 
sideration, and make some provision for their protection and deliverance from 
he oppression stated above. 


(No. 580.) 

Resolution, 28 February 1860. 

Read a petition, dated the 16th February 1860, from Takoordoss Bhutta- 
chargee and certain other inhabitants of Joyrarn pore, Zillali Nuddea, complaining 
of the oppressions practised on them by Mr, J. Mears, the present manager of the 
Lokenauthpore Indigo Factory. 

Ordered, that the petitioners be informed, in regard to their complaint of the 
low price allowed for their indigo plant, that the Government cannot interfere 
with the price which any persons may offer ryots for any sort of crop, and that 
whether for indigo plant or for any other sort of produce, it i'^ for them and those 
who deal with them, by mutual agreement, to make their own bargains. Their 
complaint, therefore, against a certain planter fur requiring from them more 
indigo for a certain amount of money than they can alford to give, is one that 
Government cannot entertain ; as it is optional with tliem to agree to cultivate 
indigo, or to decline to do so, or to make what bargains they ph ase in the matter. 
If they and other ryofs and indigo manufacturers cannot come to agreements as 
to the price of indigo plant, which will be to the advantage of both parties, it will 
be a subject of regret, but it will not be a matter in which Government can 
interfere in favour of either party. 

With reference to the next complaint of the petitioners, namely, that to pror 
tect themselves from maltreatment by the factory servants, they are obliged to 
pay tliem eight or ten rupees a year by way of commission or presents, the peti- 
tioners are iiiforme^d*that if such bribes are given to induce the factory servants 
to cheat their master, they are very wrong to give them. If the factory servants, 
as the peiitioners allege, induce the petitioners to give such bribes by threats, 
they should complain to tlie master of tlie factory, who must ultimately be the 
greatest sutferer by such extortion, and if in consea|Uciice of their refusing to pay 
such bribes any more, they ^re really maltreated by any one, they should make 
,a specific complaint, supported by proof, to the magistrate, or sue for damages in 
the rnoonsiff's court, or adopt both courses. It is futile to make general com- 
plaints to Governments ju sifch cases, which no one can know to be either true 
or false. 

As to the consequences of taking advances, it is optional with the petitioners 
to take advances and to enter into contracts for indigo, or not to do so. In this 
matter tlicy require no fftsistance beyond that of the law, which is equally fair to 
all parties. But if they enter into lawful contracts of their own will, they must 
expect to be required to fulfil them. 

As to the complaint of being obliged to cultivate Mr. Mears’ land with 
indigo, the petitioners are informed that as no zemindar, planter, mustagir, or 
other per;son has any right to force ryots to cultivate his lands, unless they have 

agreed . 
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agreed to do so for a consideration, the same remarks are applicable. And so of 
the complaint that Mr. Mears takes and cultivafes tlie jummi and hromotur lands 
of the petitioners at an inadequate rent. 

If in reality any persons, whether factory servants or others, unautliorisedly 
cut the petitioners' bamboos and trees, their remedy is to prosecute the wrong- 
doers in the civil or criminal courts, or in both. Such acts cannot be done 
without evidence thereof being easily attainable. 

If the complaint of the illegal exaction of one anna a hcegah is true, the peti- 
tioners have remedy by prosecuting in the coUectorate courts under Act X. of 
1859 . 

As to the fears of the petitioners from tlie ^alleged assemblage of lattials in 
certain factories in order to punish them for making complaints of aggression, 
that is a point which, if true, the petitioners should represent to tlie darogah and 
the magistrate, giving at the same time proof of the fact. The Lieutenant 
Governor has no doubt that, if they do so, the district officers will take all proper 
precautions to prevent outrage. 


(No. 581 .) 

Copy of the above Resolution, and of the Petition to which it is a reply, for- 
warded to the Commissioner of Nuddea, with especial reference to the last point 
of the order. 


— No. 18. — 

From the Inhabitants of Chur Rammiggur to the Honourable /. P. Grarit^ 
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, dated Moorshe^abad, Chur Ramnuggur, 
7 January 1860 . 

Honoured Sir, 

We, the undersigned, most humbly beg, for the inhabitants of Chur Ramnuggur, 
to submit before your Honor a statement of our grievances given in, with some de- 
tails below, and earnestly hope for redress through the gracious interference of your 
Honor. 

Clnir Ramnuggur is a Government khas mehal, Jield formerly by Sheeb Soon- 
dree'Dassia and otlicrs, under a lease, subject to be removed at will ; and when, we 
arc happy to say, we enjoyed comparative ease and happiness. Some years ago 
unfortunate difference Iiaving taken place with some of the ryots of the village 
and the Messrs. Wat^n & Co., the two parties, Sheeb Soondree and Messrs. 
Watson & Co. fell out with deadly hatred against each other. In the mean- 
time, Messrs. Watson & Co. applied to the Collector of Moorshedabad for an 
ijarali lease of the said mehal, offering to pay an increase of *reiit, and notwith- 
standing all our remonstrances and protestations to tlie contrary, the collector 
agreed to let out the mehal on an i/VrrrzA jumma. and apprehensions we then enter- 
tained have now been but too well verified. It would appear from the subsequent 
proceedings on the part of the managers of Messrs. Watson & Co., that they took 
the ijarah of the said mehal, not'so much to facilitate the business of their trade 
as to wreak their vengeance upon Seeb Soondree, by tyrannizing over the indigent 
and helpless ryots, many of whom seeing no other hope have since found safety 
in flight, and in this act the Government officials, wliether consciously or not we 
will not aver, have lent their assisting hand. We will here enumerate few of the 
acts of t^eir oppression. 

They forged Kishun Salie pottahs or contracts for the supply of indigo plants, 
bearing signatures of illiterate men, and brought cases of» violation of such con- 
tracts against many of the ryots before the criminal court, two of these having 
been first dismissed by the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Sreeshchunder Vidyarutna, 
and the Sudder Ameen, Baboo Greeshchunder Ghose. Appeals from their respec- 
tive judgments were preferred before jthe sessions judge, who in spite of the pro- 
hibitions of the exisiing regulations to hear such appeals, ordered them to be 
72 , A A3 ^e-tried 
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rc-tri(Hj by tlie magistrate in person. The magistrate, agreeably to the instruc- 
tions of his superior, sentenced the prisoner to imprisonment, and similarly dis- 
posed of the rest. Your Honor is well aware how easy it is to fabricate such 
documents, and to torment the poor illiterate peasantry of a village ; the whole 
fraud will come to light on an inspection of the records of the case. 

2. A dispute having taken place with regard to the sowing of indigo seeds in 
those lands of ours already sown with pulse and other grains, a case ol’ fictitious 
murder has been got up, implicating many of us. Further, the magistrate has 
ordered the police to assist the servants of Messrs. Watson & Co. to sow seeds in 
the aforesaid lands, a coj)y of tliis is herewith appended. 

Our village lies within the jurisdiction of Thannah Goas, the late darogah of 
which place. Baboo Mohun Lai Mozoomdar, was a good man, and w^ould not act 
according to the wishes ot the aforesaid planters, and whom it was their interest 
to remove. On one occasion, therefore, the police tliannah was assaulted with 
clubs and lattials, with Messrs. Loudon and Loggins at their head, and the case 
being proved against them, they were summarily sentenced to jiay a fine of 10 
rupees each. The object of the managers was gained at last ; the darogah was 
subsecpiently suspended indefinitely for not having assisted them in another 
case. 

4. In another ea^e of dispute with respect to the sowing of indigo, Shohobut 
Shekh was shot through one of his legs ; the case is still pending before the 
magistrate. Another case of lootteraj has again happened, and it is undergoing 
local investigation. ^ 

Hoping that the above case will meet with your Honor’s favourable con- 
sideration. 


From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal to A. Grote^ Esq., Commis- 
sioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 82), dated 19 January 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward to you, iu original, the accompanying petition, pur- 
porting to be from certain inhabitants of Chur Ramnuggur, in the district of 
Moorshedabad, complaining of the proceedings of the local authorities in sup- 
porting Messrs. Watson and Co. in compelling tliom to sow indigo, and to request 
that you will be good enough to favour the Lieutenant Governor with a report 
thereon, 

2. It is noticed by the Lieutenant Governor tliat all the signatures are seem- 
ingly in one handwriting. 

3. The return of the petition is requested with your reply. 


Frqm A. Grote, Commissioner of the NiiddcvV Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal (No. 26 Ct.), dated Allipore, 31 January 1860. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter, No. 82, dated the 19th instant, which appears 
to have been addressed to this office through inadvertence, I beg to state that I 
have tl)is day forwalded it, •together with its enclosure, in original, to the Com- 
miseioiKT of Rajsliahye, reejuesting him to submit the required report to Govern- 
ment. 


From F, Gouldsbury^ Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 5 Ct.), dated 
Berhampore, 28 March I860. 

Sir, 

With reference to the Officiating Secretary’s letter to the address of the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, No. 82, dated the 19th of January last, whidh 

was 
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was transferred to this office by Mr. Grote, I have the honour to forward, in 
original, a letter from the officiating magistrate and collector of Moorshedubad, 
No. 203i, dated the 17th instant, with enclosures, reporting on the petition |mr- 
porting to be from certain inhabitants of Chur Ramnuggiir, which is lierewiih 
returned. 

2 . Under the circumstances stated in the 3 d para, of Mr. Beaufort’s li'tter, it 
seems evidently objectionable that the farm of the Government estate should 
revert to Sheebsoondree Dassea, or rather to her manager, Bejaikisto Shalia, who 
has been inciting the ryots to oppose the present lessees, Messrs, Watson ^ Co. 
I have accordingly instructed tlie collector to withhold from the former the option 
of taking the farm at the expiration of the present lease, which he had been 
formerly authorised to allow her. 


From W, Morris Beaufort, Esq., Officiating Magistrate and Collector of Moor- 
shedabad, to the Commissioner <d' the Rajshaliye Division, Bcauleah (No 203{,), 
dated Berhampore, 17 March 1800. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letters, No. IbO and 291, of the 0 th ultimo, I have the honour 
to inform yon that I diri'cted Mr. Assistant Kean to proceed to the spot and in- 
vestigate the truth of the statements made in the petition sent to his Honor the 
Lieiit(‘nant Governor. 

I have now the honour to submit the report of his proceetfings received from 
Air. Kean. 

A very .large proportion of the cultivation of ^Messrs. Watson & Co.^s factory 
at Hairampoor bclq^gs to the village of Ramnnggur, and in consequence of 
tlifferences existing between them and Bejaikisto Shalia, under whose influence 
the late farmer, Slieelisoonderee Dassea, widow of Grviir Soondur. Shalia, was ; 
Messrs. Whatson & Co. last year, through their manager, Mr. Gordon, ofli.Tcd 
an advance of 300 rupees for the farm. I recommended the acceptance of the 
offer, as the late farmer, when given the option, refused to pay what was ottered 
by Messrs. Watson & Co. You sanctioned the arrangement, and our 
new farmers were installed. From that day to this, however, they have 
been prevented from collecting their rents, and opposiid in every way by 
Bf^aiki.^to Shalia, whom the ryots are afraid to disobey, because Messrs. Watson 
& Co.’s lease is fur one year only, and they would suffer when the mehal 
reverted, as under your orders it will next May, to the former farmer upon the 
expiralion of the present lease. 

I’lu! foregoing explanation will show distinctly the quarter from which this 
fictitious petition from the ryots has cornc. 


From 11. Kcati, Esq., Assistant Collector and Assistant Magistrate, Moorslieda- 
had, to W. M. Beaufort, Esq., Officiating Magistrat(* and Collector, IMoorshe- 
(labad (No. 194), dated Berhampore, 16 March 1800. 

Sir, • • * 

I irAV£ the honour to inform you that in accordance with your instructions I 
proceeded to Thannah Goash, and inquired into the particulars of the petition 
said to have been signed by the ryots of Char Ramnuggiir, and forwarded by 
them to the Government of Bengal. 

In the first place, as regards the allegations of the petition, — 

I. — 1 . Under what circumstances Messrs, Watson & Co. really obtained,* for 
one year, the izara of Chur Ramnuggur, pu are, of course, well aware; you 
will remember that they offered 300 rupees in excess of the Jumma, as then held 
by the former izaradar. They have not, however, as you are aware, been able to 
collect their rents, or indeed to go near the land at all. 


♦ la May 1859 , 
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• *1 lie breach of 
contract and the 
coumcrplaint. 


2. No remonstrances were made by the ryots at the time of the transfer of 
the izara. 

3. It docs not appear that the ryots “ found refuge in flight.” 

II. With regard to the cases of violation of contract^ alleged in the petition to 
be false.— 1. That before the deputy magistrate (and which is a case of breach 
of contract in the supply of gharis, and not of “indigo plants,” as alleged) was 
dismissed in July last, on the following grounds: 

“From the nathis of the countcrplaint instituted by the ryots against 
Messrs. W. & Co., for having forced them to sign hath-chittas, it is suffi- 
ciently proved that the ryots did not voluntarily agree to supply gharis, the 
suit therefore is not cognizable by Act VII. 1819, and is dismissed.” 

2. This decision was appealed against, and the case ordered for re-trial bv 
the sessions judge for the following reason : 

“ The deputy magistrate has mistaken this case altogether; he had no 
business to take up the two* eases together; each ought to have been decided 
on its own merits; inst(‘ad of which he has mixed up the two cases, and 
without taking the defence of either paity he has dismissed this one. . . . 
It is therefore ordered, that the appeal be admitted, the decision reversed, 
and the case remanded to the magistrate, with a recommendation that 
he take it up himself.” — 18 August 1859. 

3. In accordance vvith this order, the magistrate took the case up himself, 
and the defendants were sentenced to 14. days’ imprisonment each, as “it 
was proved by the evidence for tlie prosecution and the ekrarnamah filed by 
the petitioiierf^ that the defendants had taken advances to perform a certain 
amount of work with their gharis, which they have failed to perform.” 

4. The other ease (of the same nature) was dismissed by the sudder 
ameen, appealed, and ordered for re-trial by the sessions judge, for the fol- 
lowing reasoiis : 

“The sudder amecvi quotes the circular order of the 20lh May 1830, and 
says, that by it cases of this nature are not disposable of by the Foujdaree 
Court, but if he liad examined that circular order he would have found tliat 
if a parly agrees to supply his own carts and bullocks, the provisions of 
Regulation VII. 1819 are applicable to a suit against him in the Foujdaree 
Court, and as the agreements filed do not show that the defendants made 
agreement to supply other than their own carts, his order is incorrect. 
appeal is admitted, the decision reversed, and the magistrate is requested to 
take np this case liiinself .” — IH August 1859. 

5. The inagistrale sentenced the defendants to 14 days’ imprisonmtjnt 
each, for the leasons alleged in the first case. 

6*. There is nothing to lead one to suppose that the shattahs or contracts 
in these cases are “forged ; ” on the contrary, they were not denied at the 
lime they were filed. 

III. With regard to the miinler case, said to be “ fictitious,” the facts of the case 
are as follows *On the 18th Kartick 1859, Mr. Landall, on the part of Messrs. 
Watson &,(]o. sent out from llazrainpore Factory 00 or 70 ploughs, with plough- 
men, &e., to sow indigo on the right bank of the Ligal Maree River. While 
thus engaged, the ryots of the neighbouring village of Kalinuggur turned out, 
armed with lattees^ at the sound of the danka)* and resisted the sowing of the 
indigo, alleging that theirV^a/ai would be destroyed. [Messrs. W. & Co.’s people, 
being the weakest as to numbers, had to give way, and one of their ryots, by name 
Pathan Sekh, is said to have been murdered; this happened in the partial aftray 
that occurred. On inaking a local investigation into the matter, I reported the 
murder not proved, no sufficienl evidence of the actual perpetration of the murder 
having been adduced; tins opinion was subsequently confirmed by the magistrate, 
but still as Pathan Sekh is up to this time missing, the murder cannot be said to 
be “ fictitious,” but merely not proved. 

IV. The real order to the darogali of Thanmih Goas, was as follows : — 

“ You will go in person to the spot, and having been informed, in the presence 
of Messrs. Watson & Co.‘s people, and of the ryots of Chur Ramnuggur, what 
lands on this spot have been sown with indigo before, wheresoever there is no 
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cultivation, there Messrs. W. & Co.^s people may sow indigo.*' — 29th November 
1859. • 

V. With regard to the allc|fcd assault on the thannali by Messrs. Landall and 
Login, the real (acts of the case are these: Messrs. Landall and Login having to 
pass Brajyo Kishto Shaba’s cutcherry (where armed men were known by them 
to be stationed), on their way to demand assistance at the thannah^ in an asscoik 
which had just been conimitted on Mr. Dalrymple, armed themselves in self- 
defence with pistols; Mr. Landall being annoyed at the delay made by the 
darogah in rendering assistance, made use of some angry expressions, which he did 
not deny, and for which he was fined 10 rupee s, and not for as^aulting the thaiinah, 
as alleged. 

VI. The real reasons of the darogah being suspended for three inontlis, imd not 
‘‘indefinitely,” as alleged, were as follows: — 

1. The jemadar, who was stationed by tbe magistrat(‘ at Cliur Ram- 
nuggnr, reported to the darogah that “ several persons of both sich s had 
assembled, and that an affray v*as imminent, and called upon tlie darogah to 
come at once to the spot, hut the darogah never went. 

2. The jemadars report was made on the 17lh of the month to the daro- 
gah, he however did not send it on to the magistrate till the 19th. 

3. A man was reported by tlie jemadar L) have been seized and wounded ; 
the darogah made no mention of the oceurrenee. 

4. The darogali never inserted the report in his roznamcha. For these 
four reasons the darogah was suspended, and not-, as is alleged in the peti- 
tion, for ‘‘ not having assisted in another case.” 

VII. The other two cases iiu'utioiK'd are at present under trial. The first arose 
out of a second dlsput(‘ aljout indigo sowing, and in which the ryots again turned 
out armed, and Mr, Landall, who was there armed with a pistol, fired once or 
twice, as he says, “over .their heads.” Shahamut Sekh is alleged to have been 
shot in tlie leg, but is not forthcoming, though he ha^ been repeatedly summoned 
by the magistrate. The other cas(‘ is hefon^ me, and still pending; it. is a case of 
Lutaraz ; I have no doubt of the truth of the charge. 

VIII. And now as regards the actual writing and signing of the petition, to 
inquire into which I more partieulariy confined niyselfin the local investigation. 
I was only able to obtain the deposition ot 19 of the ryots, the rest were not to be 
found ; whether purposely concealed or not, 1 don’t know. 

1. They all state that tbe petition was written by a mohurrir, but they all 
deny knowing his name, his |)lace ol residence, or anything about him ; now 
the person who really did write the [)etition must have been well acquainted 
with the circumstances of the case, yet they all declare they never saw him 
before, and he is sajd to have written the petition in two hours. 

2. They all agree in not stating accurately where the petition was 

written. » 

3. Most of them state that flu; petition was written on'stampt paper; it is 
written on plain. 

4. Some assert tlnit the stampt paper was procured from the office ; others, 
that the mohurrir supplied it, receiving two rnpi’cs. 

5. Most of tliem allege the petition and its signatures were written on one 
piece of paper ; they are really on separate pi(‘ces ; this statement alone would 
tend to show that the ryots had never seen the jietition. 

6. Several of them deny having signed the petitioif, although their “ marks 
are attached thereto. 

?• They all state the petition was written at Berhanupore ; the address on 
the petition is “ Chur Ramnuggur-” • 

8. They none of them can state accurately when the petition was written. 

9. Some declare the mohurrir took the petition to the post office, others 
that Panchamandal did so; some assert that he went alone; one man 
declares he went with him. 

Bb 
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10. One or two can write, yet they never signed tlieir names to the 

petition. • 

11. Tliey cannot state the contents of the petition. 

For the above reasons, I consider there is no doubt whatever that the ryots 
never signed the petition ; tliat it was never writtini in their presence, and tliat 
they never saw it ; on the contrary, I think it is most evident that it was really 
written In' the other party, wlio is said in the petition “ to have fallen out with 
deadlv hatred against Messrs. Watson and Co.*' 

Nodonht that after the petition luul been written and sent, a few of the ryots 
were told iliat such a petition had been forwarded, and that their names liad ijeen 
atllxed thereto. 


From A. li, Vonng^ Kstp, Secn taiy to the GoveniTnent of Bengal, to tlie Secre 
tar\ to the Board of Revenue (No. 1494), dated 3 April 1860. 


Petition of certain 
inhabitants of 
Ilamnugur, dated 
^th January j86o; 
letter No. 5, dated 
aStli March, from 
Commissioner of 
Rajshahye, with 
enclosure. 


Sir, ^ 

I AM (lireet('(l to forward, for the pnr])()se of Iieing laid before the Board of 
Revenue, a copy of the ]>a])ers noted in the margin, relative to a complaint pre- 
ferred ljy some of the ryots of (diur Rainnnggiir, in the (hV;trIct of Moorsheda- 
had, against the proeeedings of the local olficers in having given the farm of the 
villag(‘ to Messrs. Watson and Co. for the present year, in preference to the old 
farmer, nntv\itlistanding tlndr remonstrain'es, tln reby giving Messrs. W’atsou and 
C'O. tlie power to opj)re>s and compi l the ryots to sow indigo. 

It appears from the re|)orts of the local authorities that a v(Ty large portion of 
the cultivation of IMessrs. A\hitson and Co.’.^ factory at llairanpore bedongs to the 
village (d‘ Hamnuggur, and lli.it in con^iapience of (liireriaiees existing betweim 
them and one Bejoiki^to Sliaha, v\ln) is >tated to have possessed some inHucnce 
over the late farmer of tlie chlate, M(s^rs. Watson and (k). last year oiVered an 
advance of 300 rupees for the farm. 

The offer was accepted, hud the farm let out for the present year to Miissrs. 
W atson sold Co. In sanctioning this arrangtinent, the Commissiomjr instructed 
llie (\)lh'(‘t()r to giv(; the former ]essc(‘ the option of again taking the Uaisc; aftcT 
tlie expiration of llu' \ear. It is now rc'poited that as Mes'^rs. Watsoti and Co. 
have been unalile to colhet the rents from the ryots, owing, it is allegtal, to the 
opposition of Bejoikisto Shaha, the Commis^ioner lias thought proper to cancel 
his instructions lo the Collector. 

It m:iv, I am to oh^m-vc, he proper to witlihold the option of again 

taking tli(‘ lease from Shtdisoondn^e Dassee, the former farmer; lait the mere 
circumstance of the existence of a dispute hetweeii Messrs. W'atsoii and Co. and 
B(joikist(> Sliaiia, wilh wliieli it does not appe.ir that the (N)verinncnt is con- 
cerned, is no good reason for such an act. The Lieutenant (ioveruor trusts tliat 
the local officers have taken no jiart in any private di.^|)Ute of this sort in favour 
of either parly. If, liowever, the local officers have it in proof that the lady in 
([uestioii, or any one on her part, has instigated the ryots not to jiay their rents 
duly for tin' cnn’ciit season, that would he a good reason for the measure. It is 
not stated, liowever, on wliat authority the assertion is made. 

From the account given it semns (pfite possible that the dispute may be really 
between the ryots and the lessee for the current year. It is to be gatliered that 
the village of Rainimggur, which is a Governmfnt khas estate, was let for the 
present year in farm to Mrv^srs. AVatsou and Co., over the head of tlie old farmer, 
not at a jumina fixed with reference to a juinmabiindce formed with the ryots, 
but seemingly at a rack rent, after the manner of an auction, because Messrs. 
AVatson and Co., outbid the former farmer by 300 rupees. It is not shown that 
the legitimate rental of tlie village, as demandublc from the ryots, warranted this 
increase of jumma, and it is stated that Messrs. Watson and Co.’s object, in 
bidding so higli, was conm eted with their quarrel with Bijoikisto; whilst it is to 
be suspected that Messrs. AVatson and Co. may have looked for their reimburse- 
ment, not to the rental lawfully demandable from the ryots, but to some profit 
in their indigo manufaciuring business. In such a case it is not improbable that 
the ryots may have just ground of dissatisfaction. 

It is new to the Lieutenant Governor to hear of Government farming out its 
khas niehals in the way of auction, without any form of settlement for tlie pro- 
tection 
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tection of its ryots, and for the avoidance of all the fatal evils of ovcr-asscssmont. 
The Lieutenant Governor had thought that the old priiuiple of making a settle- 
ment of klias inehals, and of fixing, in order to the protection of tlie lawful rifrlu 
of the ryots, the jummahundee of all land in eultivciiion hy hereditary cultivators, 
and of refusing all offers at rates in excess of what could honestly be realized, 
according to the jummabnndee, was still in force. But ihougli all this may have 
been done in this case, the reports of the ("ommissioiier and of the Collector do 
not lead to the inference that it lias been done. 

If, as seems possible, the village has he(‘n farmed v\ithout a settlement to the 
highest bidder, who looks for his reimbursement and ]n’oht over and a])ove the 
lawful rent to illegitimate ineans, uhicli must cause a corrispoiiding loss to the 
ryots, a great irregularity and injustice lias hceii commirted. U‘iu any case a 
jurnma is assessed, wliicli cannot be paid by legitimate means, the (lovernment 
drives the malgoozar to resort to il!egitimat(‘ means. And if such transactions 
are usual in Moorbheilahad, no one need look far to discover at least one cause of 
the present excitement, in that (.[uarb'r. 

Tliiscase may be susceptible of most sati>factory explanation, but, as it appears 
at present, the Lieulemiiit Governor lias thought it riglit to put the Hoard of 
Revenue in possession of it, in order that it may be properly iiufuired into. 


From A, R, Young, Esf]., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Bajshahye (No, 1 153), dated 3 April 18(>0. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge tlie reeeijit of your letter No. 5, dated tlie 28tli 
ultimo, submitting a report from the officiating magistrate of Moorshedahad, on 
a petition purj)orting to lie from certain inhabitants of Chnr Rammiggiir, eoin- 
plaining of oppressions practi-ed on them by the present farmers of that village, 
Messrs. Watson and Co., and in rejily, U) inform you that the ca-e has been 
referred to the Board of U('veniie for imjuiry. 


— No. 19. — 

From A. Forbrs, Ksq., Acting Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Assoeiation, to 
A, li. Youik/, Esq., Secretary to the Government ol Bengal (No. 2), dated 
13 March 1880. 

Sir, 

I HAVE been requested liy his Honor the Lieutenant Governor to forwai’d to 
you the following extract of a letter from Mr. Tripp, manager of the Banuiudie 
concern, to Messrs. R, Tliomas and Co., of Calcutta. 

“ I more tlian regret to inform you, that tiie ryots of most ot my villages adja- 
cent to those who are all up in arms belonging to the Kafebeckatta concern, 
have commenced with me, and d(!clare they will lollow, tor better or worse, the 
example all round. I am much afraid, indeed I am pretty certain, it will in a 
day or two extend all over the concern, and from what I can learn also tlirough- 
out Meerpore, whicli, if correct, Salgumoodia, I am afraid, can’t escape. A 
general rebellion throughout Lower Bengal is, in my .opinion, inevitable, unless 
strict and decided measures are, without delay, taken by Government to put it 
down. They have solely caused this disalfection amongst the ryots, which has 
now extended, I may safely say, over the Kishnagliur district, and which, 1 regret 
to add, it is entirely out of the planter’s power to quell without the aid of 
Government. 

Unless matters take a fiivourahle turn towards the planters, within a fortnight, 
not a man’s life will be safe, leaving alone the destruction* of property that must 
be the result. 

I would strongly recommend, if Mr. Kenny has started for Ln gland, that he 
be telegraphed for, to return to Calcutta by the first opportunity. 
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(No. 927.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Magistrate of Nuddea. 


(No. 928.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Magistrate of Pubna. 


From IT, Mnspratt, FiSq., Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, to A, R. Young, Esq., 
Secretary to the (jlovernment of Bengal (No. 122), dated Camp Bachamara, 
18 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that I have just received your Memo. 
No. 928, dated tlie 14tli instant, and its ('nclosures. 

f liave the honour to state, that this is the iir^t intimation of the matter I have 
received. Mr. Tripp lias neither presented any petition to my knowledge, nor 
has he written to me to tell me what is going on in the Meerpore concern. 

I was at Meerpore and in its neighbourhood on the 24th and 25lh January, and 
no complaint was made by the rycts against the planters, nor did Mr. Kenny’s 
assistant make any complaints against the ryots. 

I liavc addressed Mr. Tripp, and requested him to write to me at Pubna, as I 
intend returning there in two or three days, and I shall start for the spot imme- 
diately, whether or no I re(;eive a reply from him, if necessary. 

I have not received any reports from tiie police ghattee, within half a mile of 
Meerpore, of any jirobaliility of a disturbance, or of any uneasy feelings between 
the planters and ryots. * 


—’No. 20. -• 

The humble Petition of tluj Indigo Plantcu’s’ Association in Bengal to the 
Honourable the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. 

Sliowcth, 

That your j'etitioners are largely engaged in a cultivation which they are told, 
on the hi’gliest authority, it is the*^ object of the Supremo Government to foster 
and encourage. Mr. Wilson, who, in the opening (T his Financial Statement of 
the 18th ultimo, stated that he had in his proposals “ the fullest, the amplest 
concurrence of llic noble Earl, the Governor General, and of his other colleagues 
in Council,’’ alsc^ ?iistinctly objected to increase the export duty on indigo, 
because, among other reason'^, “ it is one of the few cultivations in India which 
attract British capital and skill to direct native labour.” Mr. Wilson goes on to 
say, “ that is the kind of industry which, above all others, the Goverument would 
wish to encourage, and on that account alone they would feel precluded from 
placing any impediment in the way of its extension. It would be more in con- 
sonance with our views to remove what little duty there now is, as soon as 
circumstances will permit. The value of the inllaeiice of European gentlemen 
settled in our country*(listIiets cannot, in our opinion, be over estimated, and it 
will be the steadfast policy of the Government to encourage it in every way 
we can.” 

Your petitioners learn that you yourself, sir, have expressed sentiments similar 
to those of the Supreihe Government on this subject. In a letter, of which we 
are sorry to say very bad use has been made, you say, “ it would be greatly to 
be lamented if anylhing should check indigo cultivation, so long as it is a whole- 
some commercial enterprise.” 

But at the moment such favourable expressions towards us are being uttered 
by the Supreme Government, and that of Bengal, we find the manager of the 

Sindoorio 
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Sindoorie concern writing to us, under date of the 21st February, “ the ryots are 
fully under the impression that Government wish to suppress the cultivation of 
indigo, and will support them against the planter, and they certainly have every 
reason for saying so, for they are often told so by the police.” He also slates, 
that “ it is impossible to bring any cases against tlie ryots in the Mofussil courts, 
as we cannot ^et witnesses to prove them; even our servants dare not go into 
court to give evidence.” And on the ‘29th he writes, “ The ryots are at present 
in a great state of excitement; in fact they arc mad, and ready for any mischief. 
They daily try to burn our factory and seed golahs. Most of our servants have 
left us from fear, as the ryots have threatened to murder them and burn their 
houses; and I fear the few that are still with us will soon leave, for the ryots 
prevent them getting food from the neighbouring bazaars. If some most strin- 
gent steps are not taken by the Government at once, none of us will he able to 
remain in the Mofussil, and then there will be a general loot of the factories, 
rather a serious slate of affairs when you consider what is at stake. Even now it 
is not safe to ride from factory to factory. The whole country is up; and if it 
goes on mueli longer in this way there is no saying what may happen. The police 
are all against us.” 

The manager of the Bengal Indigo Company writes, ihat hi*, assi.^tants are 
attacked in the optui field, and go to their business in fear of their lives. He says, 

T never had a difficully with rny ryots except at the instigation of Governnieiit 
officiirs. I Iiave induced }oung men 6f the highest respcctabiliiy to join the 
Bengal Indigo Company’s employ as assistants; hut how can 1 ex[)t‘ct them to 
remain or carry on l)nsiness if they arc to he maltreated when riding (piietly 
over their cultivation.” He states that the distiirhances in his concern arc owing 
to the “ current belief that the Go\eriimeiit is determined on putting a stop to 
all indigo planting.” 

The manager of the Nccscliindeopore concern writes, on the J 5th of February, 
“ For the past foitr months every indigo pioperly in this district has heon, and 
still is, ill the most serious danger; and only great prudence and aciivity will 
prevent mischief. An indiscreet order on the part of the, niagistrati; would set 
the district in a blaze.” And again, on the 20lh of- February, “ Some villages 
of Kateheekatta have begun to behave badly, all caused by the extraordinary 
outbreak at Lokcnatlipore, and which is daily getting worse. 

The manager of tin; Carragoda Factory writes, on the 1st March, “ I am^ 
sorry to say that the ryots of the Soohdy Factory have been told by the ryots of 
Kad’joorah Factory of the Goldar division, and by lhos(‘ belonging to Ailhass 
Factory of the Sindoorie division, to join NNith tliem to present a ])etiti()ii against 
us. My ryots said tliat they have nothing to complain of, whei capon they werii 
told tliat they would not be allowed to remain in their villages, lam doing rny 
best to keep them quiet; but the whole district is in revolution, and the mutinous 
ryots say they will not sow indigo, having the Lord Sahel) on their side*, who lias 
told tliem they need nut sow indigo ii they do not like to do so. 

But your petitioners would bring to your notice that these aie not mere 
reports unsupported by facts. Mr. Campbell, assistant in the Mulnuth concern, 
was attacked and beaten, and left tor dead on the field. Mi. Hyde, assistant nr 
the same concern, was pelted with clods, and only sased himself by the speed of 

his horse. , , 

The factory houses at Kadjoorali, in the Lokcnatlipore concern, were plundered 

and burnt down. 

Toltollah Factory, in Lokenathpore, was threatened. 

The ouMiouscs of Chandpor?, in the Goldar concern, were burned down 

Your petitioners would submit that these outrages are not the effect of any 
oppression on the part of the planters, for the managers of concerns throughout 
Bengal have of late years made large concessions io th^e ryots with regard to 
payments, being necessitated to do so by the great rise in wages, and increase 
in the price of articles of food, wliich has taken place during the last five or six 


years. ... 

Your petitioners would, moreover, state that neither i« it a consequence o 
unprofitableness of indigo growing, as has been often stated, and they cour e 

fullest inquiry into this point. k v ‘ f 

Your petitioners conceive that the cause of the unusual outbreak in many o 
the quietest concerns in Lower Bengal is the diligent propagation, by a a e 
magistrate of Baraset, among his subordinates and others, of the notmn that the 
^ 2 . B B 3 Government 
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Government of Bengal intended, by its letter, No. 4516, of 21st July 1869, to 
tbe address of the Comniis&ioner 6f Nuddea district, to aid the ryots, by the police, 
in evading their contracts to sow indigo. 

Your petitioners have received copy of a pcrwannah, issued to the darogah of 
thannah Kolarooah, of which the following is a translation : — 

(No. 1603.) 

To the Darogah of Thannah K(darooah. 

Be it known, 

A LETTER of the magistrate of Baraset, dated 17th August 1859, has arrived, 
enclosing extract of a letter, No. 4 516, from the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, dated 21st July 1859, and achlressed to the Niiddea Commissioner, 
which, in referring to certain indigo matters, states that the ryots are to keep 
possession of their own lands, sowing thereon such crops as they may desire; 
that the police should tak(i care that neither indigo planters, nor other persons, 
should inti'rfero with the ryots; that indigo planters shall not be tlble, under pre- 
tence of the ryots having agreed to sow indigo, to cause indigo to he sown by 
the use of violence on tho lands of those ryots ; and that if the ryots have indeed 
agreed to do so, the indigo plantcn-s are at liberty to sue thinn for the same in the 
Civil Court, the Fouzdaree* Court Iiaving no concern at all in that matter; for the 
ryot can bring forward numerous objections to tlieir cultivating indigo, and in 
respect of their denial of tin! above agreement. 

Therefore this gein'ral ])er\vannah is addressed to you, that you may act in 
future as stated above. 

20 August 1859. 


Your petitioinu’s would suhinit that such an interference as the above, between 
tlio capitalist and labourer, is unwarranted by the practice of any civiliz{‘(l country. 
Your petitioners wotdd also remark, that were such an order as the above issued 
by auy magistrate in tlie manufacturing or mining districts in England, strikes 
would inevitably occur among tlie labourers, as much more dangerous in charac- 
ter than thosi! in B(‘iigal, as the Rtiglishman is more dangerous and energetic 
than the Berigallce. 

Your petitioners would observe, tliat in the case of opium cultivation, where 
Government holds a similar position to that of the indigo planter towards the 
ryot, a special lau for tlie fulfilment of contracts for the ciiltivaiion of opium was 
rc(juired, and has long bei'ii enacted. A special law, Act XIII. of 18a9, exists 
for the punishment of Imaiches of contract by artificers, workmen and labourers 
in the towns of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay. A law to provide for the sum- 
inarv enforeeuHnit of contracts between workmen on railways and other [)ublic 
works and their employers has just passed the Legislature'. If Government, and 
raihvav contractors, armed with sonic of the powers of Government, and receiving 
assistance from (iovernniciit officers, and tradesmen in the Presidency towns, who 
have the advantage^ of the Supremo and Small Cause Courts, require special 
laws for compelling the fulfilment of contracts, surely the unprotected English- 
man settled in llie interior docs so much more, and surely this will not be denied 
to ‘‘that kind of industry which above all others the Government would wish to 
encourage.” 

Your petitioners would tlicrefon* pray for the i,ssue, on the part of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, of some ncuification which shall disabuse the minds of the ryots 
of the idea that it is the intention of Government to interfere in any way with 
the cultivation of indigo, and that his Honor the Lieutenant Governor be pleased 
to move the honorable memWr of the Legislative Council for Bengal to intro- 
duce a Bill for the summary trial and punishment of breaches of contract in the 
Mofussil. 

And your petitioners chall ever pray, &c. &c. 


H\ WisCf Chairman. 
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Prom A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to tl»e Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Nuddea (No. 926), dated 14 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to forward to you herewith a notifi- 
cation which I am to reijiiest you will, as speedily as possible, have very carefully 
tra*nslatcd into Bengalee, and distributed extensively in those districts of your 
division in which misunderstanding has occurred, or is likely to occur, in con- 
nexion with the cultivation of indigo. 

2. You can have any nunilier you reipiirc of these notices struck off, either at 
the Allipore Jail press, or in that attached to my olKce. 

3, You will understand, and the Lieutenant Governor (IcmVcs tliat voii will be 
careful to (xplaiii to the magistrates to whom you forward these notices, that it 
is not intended by this notification that the police should interfiTc for the pur- 
pose of enforcing any civil contract. Breaches of contract lietwccn indigo 
planters and ryots can be nnnedied only in the manner authorized by law. 
The object of the notification is to do away with a false impre.ssion, which 
there is reason to suppose exists, as to tiie views of (jlovennueiit in ic'gard to 
the cultivation of indigo, and wliich is alleged to have iiad its oi’igiii partly 
in the iiijuilicioiis jmhliealion of the perwaiinah subinilteil uitli your letter of 
tlie Otli instant, in which pcrwamiah an Order of Co\ eiiiment was inaccurately 
represented. 


Notification. 

Tt appears from tlio reports of lo(‘a] officers, as w'cll as from eom plaints wliieli liavc been 
prcfei“red to the Lieutenant Governor hy indigo planters, tliat a mlsappreliension pre.vails 
in the minds of the ryots of some district^ as to the sie.ws of Governmenl in regaul to the 
cultivation of indigo; and tliat in some jihlecs it has lieen fidsely represimled, [)y designing 
persons, that the Government is desiroirs to discourage the ciillivatiou of indigo ; ;ind even 
that the poliee will protect ryots in the evasion of contracts entered into hy tliem with indigo 
planters. It is surprising that such foolish reports should liase obtained credence. Never- 
theless it is proper that they should he autlioritatively contradicted. Wherefore it is 
hereby declared that althougli it is always optional with ryots to take advances and to enter 
into contracts for indigo, or not to do so, as they may tliink best for their own interests, 
and ill this matter th(*y reifuire no assistance beyond that of the law, wliicli is eiiiially fair to 
all parties, still if they do enter into such contracts lawfully, and of their own w ill, they must 
expect to ho required to fidfil them. If tliey dishonestly lefnse to ..ct up to their engiige- 
meiits, they will he liable to the lawful consequence of huch misconduct. 


From A. Grote, Estp, Commissioner of tln‘ Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
tlic Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 74 Ct.), dated Allipore, 16 
March 1860. ’ , 

Sir, 

Referring to your letter, No. 026, under date the 14th instant, received 
yesterday, I have the honour to state for the informaiion of Goverument that the 
orders communicated have bcemduly carried out. 

2. Twenty-five copies of the accompanying Bengailce notification, the same 
being a translation of that enclosed in your letter, were forwarded to each ol the 
districts of Nuddea and Jessore by yesterday's po.-t, dnd 400 more are now under 
dispatch to those districts. I am also issuing 140 copies to the magistrate ol 
Barrascr, whose attention, as well as that of the magistrates of Nudd( a and 
Jessore, have been especially drawn to para. 3 of the orders. 

P.S - — The magistrates have been told to indent for further copies if necessary 
on tlie Allipore Jail press. 
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From A, R, Vou?/g, Esq., Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioners of Dacca and Kajshahve (Nos. 1059 and 1060), dated 21 March 
1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to forward to you, for distribution 
to the ()ftic(‘rs in charge of those districts of your division in which indigo cul- 
tivation is exti'usively carried on, 500 copies of a Bengallcc notification, issued 
by Government in consequence of the excitement at present prevailing in some 
parts of the lower provinces in connexion with this matter. 

2. Till! Lieutenant Governor expects that the district officers will use their 
discretion as to pulilishim^ this proclamation in their respective distiicts. Where 
the erroneous belief, because of which tlic proclamation was published in Nuddea, 
does not prevail, the proclamation should not be published. Wherever that 
erroni ous belief does prevail, if the magistrate is satisfied that it will do good, it 
may be published. 


From J. S. Spavklc, Esij , Magistrate of Maldali, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, in tin* Judicial Department, Fort William (No. 51), dated 
Maldah, 22 March 18(>0. 

Sir, 

I REQUEST yon will have the goodness to send me up sundry copies of the 
Lieutenant Governors notification to the ryots of Kishnaghur, &c., by dawk 
j)0St. I shall lie glad to receive as many as yon consider it possible to send by 
letter post. * 


From A. ll. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Magis- 
trate of Mahiah (No. 1249j, dated 26 March 1860. 


Sir, 

In ri'ply to your letter. No, 51, dated tiic 22d instant, I am directed to inform 
you that 100 lopies ot the Government notification therein nderred to have been 
despatched to your address by this day’s post. 


From A. R, Young, Esip, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to A, Sconce, 
E.s((., Legislative Member for Bengal (No. 1065), dated 21 March 1860. 

Sir, . 

I A.M directed to ‘forward to you herewith a co])y of a petition presented to the 
Lieutenant Governor by the Indigo Planters’ Association on the 13th instant, 
and of a I’ecent c()rresj)ondence on the subject to which it relates.^ Further 
correspondenec and any j)apers which can he traced in this office connected with 
the ])assiiig of the several Acts referred to in Mr. G rote’s letter of the 7tli 

November 


From Comnnssioner of N^iddea, No. 62 Ct., dated 6th of March 18C0, and Enclosure. 
From - - ditKa - - No. 70 Ct., dated 12th March. 

From - - ditto - - No. 71 Ct., dated 13th Marcli. 

To - - ditto - - No. 926, dated 14th March. 

To - •- ditto - - No. 983, dated 17th March. 

To - - ditto - - No. 1024, dated iQth March. 

From - - ditto - - No. 78 Ct., dated 19th March. 

To - - ditto - - No. 982, dated 17th March. 

From Secretary Indigo Planters* Association, dated )3th March. 

From Commissioner of Nuddea, No. , dated 21st March i860. 

To - - ditto - - No. 1053, dated 2i8t March i860. 

To - - ditto - - No. 1,081, dated 2 2d March i860. 

Petition of Indigo Planters’ Aisociation. 
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November last, No. 14lC., will be sent to you hereafter ; and I am to request 
that you will be good enough carefully to consider the whole subject 
of contracts between indigo planters and ryots, and that you will 
favour the Lieutenant Governor with your opinion as to the expe- 
diency of special legislation with reference to these contracts, and 
the nature of the provisions of the Hill, if any, which you would 
advise to be introduced for adjudicating cases arising out of them. 


Cons. 8(1 March 1829, 
n 9th June 1828-80, 
Pro. 8th Sept. 1835, 

„ 9th Juno 1885, 

„ 6th May 1835, 


From A, Forbes, Esq. Officiating Secrebiry to the Indigo Planters’ Association, 

to the Honourable J. P. Grant, Lieutenant Governor of Bengal (No. 2), Old 

Post Office Street, 21 March 18G0. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to state that 1 am directed by the coiiiral committee of the 
Indigo Planters’ Association to remind you of your promise to their deputation, 
to consult with Mr. Sconce as to the advisability of introducing a law for tiie 
summary |)nnishmcnt of breaches of indigo contiacts, and to com iniini cate yoiir 
decision to th(^ association. 

The committee is induced to prc.ss this matter upon your consideration in con- 
se(]uerice of its having been found that the notification issued by the Bengal 
Government on the 14lh instant has failed to Iiavc the desired ( ffcct. 'I'he com- 
mittee would suggest that a law should be immediately parsed, ciupowa-ring 
magistrates to punish with fine and imprisonment any ryot who may be proved 
to he under advariCv'^s to sow indigo for this season, and who may refuse to fiiltil 
his engagements. 

With this feeling, it is the intention of tlie Indigo Planrers’ Association, in case 
you should not think it proper to recommend the law yourself, to petition tlui 
Legislative Council for such a law. 

As the matter is very pressing, the committee would l)og the fiwour of an 
early i'e])ly. 


From A. R. Esq., Secretary to the Government ol’ Bengal, U) A. Forbes, 

Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Indigo Planierb’ A8so(nation, dated 22 March 
1860. 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated yesterday, and in 
reply to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor has communicated with 
Mr. Sconce, as promised, and that he believes that a Bill will he iiili’odueed in the 
Legislative Council on Saturday next, for the summary enforcement of indigo 
contracts. 


From the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal to A. Sconce, Esq., Legislative Member 
for Bengal, Belvidere, dated 2J Man h 1860. 


My dear Sconce, 

I SEND y^ou a fair copy ot tIic*Bill, which, I tliink, will do fur a first and second 
reading pretty well as it is; I have tried to introduce the alterations determined 
on tliis evening. 

My reasons for recommending the Bill are in short tlmse : — 

That there is ground for believing that a great commercial calamity is threat- 
ened by the feeling which has suddenly manifested itself amongst indigo 
ryots to repudiate their agreements to cultivate indigo, although advances liave 
been made to and accepted by them, only a short time ago, in titc usual manner, 
and upon the usual understanding, namely, that they should cultivate indigo for 
the planters at the usual rates. I am myself of the opinion that the indigo cul- 
tivators have and long have had great and increasing ground of just complaint 
against the whole system of indigo cultivation. But if they desired to bniak oft 
their connexion with that system they should have done so before receiving the 
> 72 . *C c season’a 
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season’s advances. After working off ejtisting engagements, for which thejr have 
received the usual advance, they will have it in ilitir power honestly to refuse to 
grow another plant of indigo unless it is made for their own interest to do so. It 
will be monstrous if they are not allowed, not merely by the theory of the law, 
but in effect, to exercise their legal and moral right in this matter. But they 
have, in my opinion, no moral right, and certainly they have no legal right, to 
turn suddenly round upon the planters, and with nothing to complain of now, 
more than they liad before, to rt fuse to do wliat up to this moment they have led 
the plant ers to expect that they would do according to custom and agreement. I 
conceive, that whether the custom is good or had, and whether the agreement on 
tlie ryot’s part be provident or impiovident, and whether the general position of 
the ryot who grows indigo be or be not, for tlie time bcM’ng, one of great hardship, 
no individual ryot has a moral right to break his agreement. And still le»8 can 
I think that a mass of ryots who have agreed, and accepted advances in the usual 
manner, liave any moral right to combine for the purpose of simultaneously 
breaking their agreements in order to ruin the other party. Against such a com- 
bination,— and for the puipose of saving from ruin, if possible, a great 
commercial interest, which, liowever false its position may long have been, has 
certainly done nothing to the injury of the ryot since the last advances, 
were made and accepted in usual course a few weeks ago, — it appears to me that 
a law giving a very summary but still a fair trial, and inflicting penal damages 
on the party \Aho alter a fair trial is found to be derermined wilfully to break ids 
engagements, is both justiflable and proper. The draft of a law which I enclose 
does IK) more than this, hut I am of opinion that no law tliat could be framed 
regarding indigo planting at the present moment sliould be more than temporary. 
Especially, I think that no law in the interest of the planter could, at the j)reserit 
moment, be honestly pioposed which should have any eftect beyond tlie season 
now 1 mining on. \Ve all of ns know that the system is full of abuses. If we 
had never heard a word about indigo planting since we arrived in India; if there 
was not upon r(‘cord a single ease of abuse, on the part of an indigo planter or a 
/.emim ar (and in this res[)( et I (h>ire to draw no invidious distinction between 
one class and aiiotlier), the mere fact of the existence of the present difficulty 
would in itself prove tliat the system is rotten, and that the rottenness consists in 
this, that in |)ractice the ryot is made to act like a slave, not like a free man. 
ruder a wholesome and fair system of trade there must be in all dealings 
between two parties nintiial gain, or at least the liope of mutual gain, and both 
parties to every dealing must lie free agents. If, theTefore, the indigo planting 
lr<idc were in a wliohisome and fair state, and an equal law were practically 
applicable to the rich and to the poor in dealings between planter and ryot, it is 
certain tliat the ryot would be as mneh afraid of the manufacturer not buying liis 
plant, as clamorous for a special law on his side, as the inanulaetnrer is alraid 
that the r^ot will not eultivatc and supply him with enough of the plant, 
and clamorous for special law on liis side. We see that the present struggle cm 
tlie ])art of the ryots is to avoid tin* cultivation of indigo. J'l’Oin this it is 
eerraiii that ryots wlio cultivate indigo are forced to do so by illegitimate 
eoerci(»n. d he same nicii who fight for tlie privilege of cultivating a field with 
rice, for sale in the open market, are now almost in re’oellion in order to escape 
the calamity of cultnating a field with indigo for sale (if sale it can be called) to 
the ])lanter. 

Ther(> must hn a thorough inquiry into the whole system. There would have 
been such an inqiiiiy long ago, 1 Ixdieve, if people had not been afraid of bring- 
ing uii such a crisis as has now occurred. The system was such that sooner or 
later a erbis was certain; it*has now come in the natural course of things, and 
there is no long(>r an (excuse for shirking the disclosure of the disease, and the 
application of the remedy. Eor these reasons I could recommend no law other 
than a temporary law, and no law of any sort unless its promulgation to the ryots 
may be accompanied witii a promi^^c of full and thorough inquiry into past prac*« 
tice, and thereafter of a well considerc'd law which .shall afford practically equal 
and complete protection to the ryots as well as to the planter. 
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A Bill to enforce the Fulfilment of Indigo Contracts. 


Whereas it is expedient, pending a commission of inquiry into the practice of indigo Preamble, 
planting in Bengal, which the executive Government purposes to appoint after the close of 
the present season^ of cultivation, to make temporary provision for enforcing by summary 
process the execution of agreements entered into for the cultivation of indigo plant; and 
better to provide fco* the punishment of certain unlawful acts connected with such cultiva- 
tion ; it is enacted as follows : — 


1. If any person who has received a cash advance upon his agreement to cultivate indigo 
plant during the season now current, shall wilfully delav or omit from and after the 24th 
day of March 18G0, to cultivate according to the conditions of his agreement, the whole 
quantity of land which he lias agreed to cultivate, and for the cultivation of which the cash 
advance was made, it shall be competent to the magistrate to entertain a complaint made to 
the above effect on oath by the jilantcr who has made the advance, or by any person on his 
belmlf, and to summon the person complained of to appear before him, in order to the in- 
vestigation of the complaint preferred. If the magistrate has reason to believe that the 
person complained of will not appear in obedience to the summons, he may issue a warrant 
for the arrest of such person. 


Magistrate may, on 
complaint, issue 
summons for 
appearance of a 
person who has 
received a cash 
advance, and 
delays or neglects 
to cultivate land 
according to 
agreement. 


II. On hearing the answer of the person complained of, and on taking sucli evidence as Penalty, 
both parties may adduce, if the complaint be established to the satisfaction of the magistrate, 
the magistrate shall assess a certain sum as damages not exceeding five times the said 
advance made, and five times the value of any seed that may liave been liirnishcd to him 
for such cultivation, to be paid by the defendant ; and fiiiling the immediate payment of the 
damages assessed, may order tlie defendant to be imprisoned in the eivll gaol for a term not 
exceeding three months, and may, on the motion of the coinjdaimmt furthermore proceed to 
levy the damages assessed from the property of the defendant in the mode provided for 
enforcing decrees of court under Act VIIL of 1859 (for simplifying the procedure of the 
Courts of Civil Judicature not established by Royal Charter). Provided, timt if the amount Piovibo. 
of the said damages is paid or levied within the aforesaid term of three months, the defendant 
shall be released from gaol on that amount being paid or levied. 


in. If any person from and after the 24th day of IVlaich 1860, shall by violence, threats, Peualtv foriiidmi- 
or otherwise, intimidate, or attcinj)t to intimidate any other jxa’son who shall have entered (lation,'&<*. 
into any such agreement as afijresaid, with the intention of inducing such person to break 
the conditions tliereof; or if any person from and alter ibe date aforesaid, shall conspire 
with any other person or persons for the ])ur[)ose of causing the breach of any such contract 
or contracts as aforesaid, lie shall, on conviction before a magistrate, be liable to a sentence 
of imprisonment, wdth or w'ithout labour for a period not exceeding six months, or to a fine 
not exceeding 200 rupees, or to botli ; such fine being commutable, if not paid, to a further 
period of imprisonment not exceeding six months. 

IV. If any person shall maliciously destroy or damage, or if any ])erson shall malicious] v Penalty lor de- 
command, compel, or persuade, or sliall with others inaliclousiy conspire to command, (‘ompel, ^iroving or 

or j)ersuadc any other person to destroy or damage any growing crop of indigo, he shall on damaging crops. 

conviction before a magistrate, be liable to be sentenced to imj)risonnient wdth or without 

labour, for a period not exceeding six months, or I 0 a tine not exceeding 200 rupees, or to 

both; such fine being commiitablc^ if not paid, to a further period of imprisonment not 

exceeding six months. 

V. No appeal shall lie from the decision of a yiagistrate under this Act. No ajtpeal, 

VI. The powder of a magistrate under this Act, may be exercised by any j)ers()ii vested Juri^dicfioll. 
with the full powers of a magistrate, and by any assikant magistrate or deputy magistrate 

specially empowered on that bchali by the local Government. » 

VII. Tliis Act shall have effect from and after the 24th day of Alnrch 1860, within the Duration of Act. 
territories subject to the Lieutenant Go\ernor of Bengal. And no complaint or prosecu- 
tion shall be entertained under this Act, unless prelerred within six months Iroin the date 

aforesaid. • 


From A. R, Young, Esq., Secretary to th(' Gov(;rnnicni of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioners of Nuddea and Rajsliahye (Nos. 127a and 1274), dated 27 Mtircli 
1860. 

Sir, • . 

I AM directed to draw your immediate attention to the “ Bill to enforce tlie 
fulfil r»ient of indigo contracts/’ which was read a first and second time in ilu‘ 
Legislative Council on Saturday last. 

2 . This Bill, as it is framed, when passed into law will take effect from 
72 . c c 2 . Saturday 
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Saturday last the 24th instant, and the Lieutenant Governor directs that its pro- 
visions be immediately enforced by magistrates, as though the Bill were law at 
this moment. The wording of the Bill shows that this is the intention and 
object of the Legislative Council. 

3. The provisions of tliis Bill, so far as they affect the ryots, must be very 
carefully explained lo them. In the Lieutenant Governor s opinion this expla- 
nation will be best made by the several thannadars, each in his own thannah. 

4. With this view it will be proper for you to issue forthwith through your 
subordinates, for promulgation in all tliose places where any excitement or un- 
usual feeling in relation to indigo planting exists, a notice in conformity with 
those provisions, 

5. It must be stated that it is tiie desire of Government that those ryots who 
have received cash advances, upon their agreement to cultivate indigo during the 
current season, shall lionestly fulfil that agreement. It must be explain(‘d that 
any such ryot who refuses or delays so to fulfil his agreement shall be liable to 
be brought before a magistrate, on the complaint of the indigo planter who made 
the cash advance ; and if the magistrate, after hearing both parties and taking 
evidence, decides that the ryot has broken bis agreement, that ryot may be 
ordered immediately, in ju'esence of the magistrate, to pay five times the cash 
advance, and if he has had seed advanced to him, five times the value of the 
seed ; failing which he will be sent to gaol, whilst the amount of the fine will 
be levied by the sale of his property. This, it may be said, is the order of 
Government. 

6. It should, moreover, be explained that any person who shall by threats or 

otherwise attempt to prevent ryots who have entered into conlracts of the above 
nature from fulfilling (hose contracts, or wlio shall conspire witli others in any 
such attempt, shall be punished by fine or imprisonment or botii ; and any 
person who shall maliciously destroy or damage, or shall conspire or attempt to 
persuade others to destroy or damage any growing crop of indigo, shall be 
similarly punished. c 

7. But it must also be explained that the ordc^r extends only to the current 
season ; and it is the intention of Government before the period of taking advances 
for next season arrives, lo institute searching inquiry into the causes ot the 
dibputes betvveen indigo planters and ryots engaged in the cultivation of indigo ; 
and to pass such further Liws and orders as will tmsure to both parties their just 
rights, and shall remove any reasonable causes of dissatisfaction which the ryots 
may liave to show. With this object a special commission of irnjuiry will very 
soon be appointed. 


(To t'ommissioner of Nuddea.) 

8. It is very desirable that wherever 
tlieie is a large indigo cultivation, and 
the probability of numerous disputes re- 
garding indigo agreements, there should 
he ill the elose neijjhbourhood an olficer 
at hand to carry out this new Act, 
and with this object three addilioiuil 
(officers with full magisterial powers 
have recently been placed at your dis- 
posal, and can be locatetl wherever 
you consider they are most likely to 
be required ; other officers now in 
your district are, of course, also avail- 
able for the same duty. If any of 
those officers who have uot now full 
powers, arc, in your opinion, competent 
to decide cases under this Act, they 
will be specially vested with the requi- 
site powers for this particular purpose, 
on your recommendation. You will 
bear in mind what was said in a late 
. letter 


(To Commissioner of Rajshaliye.) 

8. It is very desirable that wherever 
there is a large culrivation, and the 
probability of numerous disputes re- 
garding indigo agreements, there should 
be in the close neighbourhood an officer 
at hand to carry out ’this new Act. 
All officers having full powers of a 
magistrate, who arc now in your dis- 
triet‘^, aVe, of course available for this 
duty, and can be located as may seem 
to you advisable. If any other officers 
who have not now full powers, are, in 
your opinion, competent to decide cases 
under the Act, they will on your re- 
commendation be specially vested with 
the requisite powers for this particular 
purpose. Mr. Furrell, of the Aiirun- 
gabad sub-division, has this day been 
vested with those special powers. 
Should you require an additional 
number of officers to give effect to the 
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letter regarding the necessity of giving 
every officer deputed into the interior 
of a district where excitement prevails, 
a sufficient guard of military police to 
maintain his authority. 


Act in any district, you should lose no 
lime in applying for them. It is neces- 
sary that every officer deputed into the 
interior of a district for the purpose of 
carrying out this Act, should be at- 
tended by a sufficient guard of the 
military police to maintain his authority, 
and to put down immediately any dis- 
turbance. 


From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 3), dated Kishiiaghur, 
29 March 1860. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter, No. 1273, of the 27th instant 1 beg to append for his 
Honor’s information, copy of my instructions ol this date to the three magistrates 
in whose districts suits under tiie new Act will be instituted. 

2. I have applied demi-officially for further copies of the Bill, and to liave 
Mr. Assistant Maclean and Mr. Deputy Magistrate Plaits empowered to decide 
these suits. 

3. My impression is that the mere promulgation of the purport of the new 
law will remove all hesitation to sow on the part of those ryots who have 
received money. 


From A, Grots, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Officiating 

Magistrates of Baraset, Nuddea and Jessorc (No. 6, Lircular), dated Kisli- 

nagluir, 29 March I860: 

3 i r 

I BEG to annex for your guidance extracts from Government orders, dated 
27th March 1800, No. 1273, on the subject of the new Bill tor enforcing indigo 
contracts already forwarded to you, which you will observe is to be enforced as 
law at once. 

2. Orders to the purport of para._3 of the above letter must be issued to tlic 
police immediately on the receipt ot tins. 

3. I apprehend that the first suits will be instituted in the tliannahs of the 
Damoorlioodah and Itungong sub-divisions, and in those ol Iladrah and Mehcr- 
pore of Nuddea, and iu thaunah Kaloopole of Jessore. 

4. In the latter thannah, Mr. Molony and Mr. Skinner will so distribute their 
camps as to enable them to dispose as fast as possible of the suits so instituted. 
Mr. Deputy Magistrate Betts, who arrived tins morning, wifl be directed to join 
Mr. Molony’s camp to assist in their adjudication. 

5. In Butl>mn'^ Mr. McNeile will be probably equal to disposing ot all the 

suits which may be instituted ‘tlierc, whether from Nucidea or Baraset, m winch 
latter district he has also full powers. • 

fi In Damoorlioodah, Mr. Maclean (for whom I have applied for full powers) 
wHUe "3 if “ece^siry W Mr. Her^hol and Mr. Taylor, who on In* arnval 
may, I think, be made to hold kuclierry at Haut-Bolcah. 

7. At Meherpore, Mr. Platts, for whom also I have applied for full powers, 
will dispose of such suits as arc instituted there or at Bamoondee. 

8. Mr. D. M. Mackenzie, who arrived on Tuesday, should be sent to 
Hadrah. 

9 Each of the now officers must have with him two omkhs on 20 or 25 rupees 
par .nS, for .he putpore of ,eeordi„B evidence. It would he 

72. *^^3 ® 
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magistrates oould furnhsh these men from their fixed establishments, filling up 
their places temporarily there. 

10. Each officer sliould have a small party of military police at hand, wherever 
he may for the time be holding his court. ITie present distribution of Captain 
Raban’s battalion is as follows: — 

Subdfiee.—hmm Maoistrate's camp, 50 men under Lieutenant Howard, and 
50 men of Major Miles’ battalion, under Lieutenant Smith, are on their wav to 
join him. 

Damoo^dioodah . — Eighty men under Lieutenant Duff'. 

Haui-Boleah . — Thirty men under a native officer. 

Meherpore , — Fifty men under Lieutenant Robertson. 

11. I have to-day recjuosted Captain Raban to detacli 30 men under a native 
officer to Bamooudee, supplying their place from head quarters, which will be 
strengthened in a day or two by the arrival of the guards relieved at the 
Presidency. 

12. I have also told Lieutenant Baker to march his party of 50 men to 
Hadrali. 

13. On the arrival of the Lahore Light Horse, which may not be till after my 
departure, Mr. Herschel is requested to instruct the commanding officer to detach 
60 men to Danioorhoodali, half to remain at that station, and half to proceed to 
join the Jessore magistrate’s camp at Subdliee; 20 men should be sent to join 
Mr. Platts at Melierporc. The remaining should be kept here to accompany 
Mr. Herschel to wdialover part of the district he may be called. 

14. Mr. Molony, Mr. Maclean and Mr. Platts should be desired to collect 
small supplies of live stock, and other necessaries, for provisioning European troops 
for the time they are likely to be (juartered in the district. 

15. I return lo Alipore on the 1st, to liold the lialf-yearly examination, and 
communication should b^ addiessed thither after the 31st. 


From A, R. Youni^, Es(j., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Niuldea (]\\>. 1535), dated 31 March 18C0. 

Sir, 

I AM dil’ected to acknowle<lge the receipt of your letter, No. 3, dated the 29th 
instant, submitting a copy of your circular to the officiating magistrates of 
Baraser, Nuddea, and Jessore, on the subject of carrying out the provisions of the 
new Kill for ( iiroreing the fiilfiluK'nt of indigo conli acts, and in replv to inform 
you that tlie arranucnients wh'icli you have piescribed aj>pear very" judicious, 
and arc entirely approved by the Lieutenant Governor. 


The 31st March 18 GO. 

The following Biy,Vs read a third time this day, is published for general information; 

A Bill to enforce the fulfdment of Indigo Contracts, and to provide for the Appointment of 

a Commission of Inquiry. 

Preamble. Win reas it is expedient to issue a commission of inquiry into the practice of indigo 

planting in Bengal, and the relations between the indige* planter and the ryots and holders 
ot land ill Bengal, and to make 1;cmporary provision for enforcing by summary process the 
execution of agreements entered into for the cultivation of indigo plant ; and better to 
provide for the punishment ol certain unlawful acts connected with such cultivation ; it is 
enacted as follows : • 

Maffistrate may on person who has received a cash advance upon his agreement to cultivate indigo 

complaint, issue during the season now current, shall wilfully delay or omit from and after the 4th day 

summons for ap- April I860, to cultivate according lo the conditions of such agreement the whole quan- 
pearance of a ^ly of land which he lius agreed to cultivate, or otherwise to fulfil his engagement, it shall 
person who has be competent to the magistrate to entertain a complaint made to the above effect on oath by 
received a cash ad- the planter who has made the advance, or by any person on his behalf, and to summon the 
vance, and delays person complained of to appear before him, in order to the investigation of the complaint 
or neglects to fulfil preferred. If the magistrate has reason to believe that the person complained of will not 
his agreement. appear in obedience to the summons, he may issue a warrant for the arrest of such person. 

n. On 
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IL On hearing the aaoswer of the person complained of, and on taking such evidence as Remedy, 
both parties may adduce, if the complaint be established to the satisfactiou of the magistrate, ^ 
the magistrate shall assess a certain sum as damages sustained by reason of the breach of the 
contract. If it shall appear to the magistrate that the person who has agreed to cultivate the 
indigo plant is still able to perform his contract, the magistrate shall order him specifically 
to perform the same, and shall also in such case award a certain sum to be paid as damages, 
as nn alternative. In cases in which the land to be cultivated \^ith the indigo plant is defined 
by the agreement, the magistrate may order tlio attachment, as a security for the amount of 
the damages assessed or to be assessed for the breach of the agreement, of any other crop of 
the defaulter that may at any time during the present season be growing* on such land. 

If after an order for sj)ecific performance of agreement, the defendant fail to perform the 
agreement, or to pay the amount of damages ordered to be paid as an alternative, or if, after 
an order for payment of damages, the same be not immediately paid, the magistrate may 
order the defendant to he imprisoned in the civil gaol, for a term not exceeding three rnontlis, 
and may, on tlic motion of the complainant, furthermore proceed to levy the damages assessed 
from the property of the defendant, in the mode provided for entbreing decrees of court 
under Act VII 1., of 1859 (for simplifying the Procedure of the C'ourts of CivilJudicaturo 
not established by Hoyal Charter). Provided that if the amount of tbe said damages is paid Proviso, 
or levied wfthin the aforesaid term of tlirec months, the defendant shall be released from 
gaol on that amount being paid or levied. 


III. In case it shall appear to the satisfaction of the magistrate that the agreement has Tf agreement ob- 
been obtained by means of fraud, force, or unlawful intimidation, the complaint shall he tained by force or 
dismissed. intimidation, com- 


plaiiit to be dis- 

IV. Tf any complaint preferred under this Act be dismissed for want, of proof or appear- migned. 
ance of the complainant, or for any other cause, the magistrate may order the complainant , 
to pay such amount for costs and com[)ensation as he may think reasonable. In default of 
payment of any such amount, the same may be levied by distress and sale ol the property of 
thc person ordered to pay the same. 


V. If any person from and after the 4th day of April IHfiO, shall by violence, threats, 
or otherwise intimidate, or attempt to intimidate, any other person who shall have entered Jbmalty for intirai- 
into any such agreement as aforesaid, with the intention of imlueing such person to break dation, &v., 
the conditions thereof, Ini sliall, on conviction before the magistrate, be liable to a sentence 
of imprisonment, with or witliout labour, for a period not exceeding six months, or to a fine 
not exceeding 200 rupees, or to both, such fine being coinmutablc, if not ])aid, to a further 
period of imprisonment not exceeding six months. , 


VI. Tf any person shall maliciously destroy or damage, or if any person shall maliciously Penally for dc- 
command, compel, or persuade any other person to destroy or damage any growing croj) of stioying or dama- 
indigo, he sliall, on conviction before a magistrate, be liable to he sentenced to imprisonment, crops, 
with or without labour, for a period not exceeding six months, or to a fine not exceeding 
200 rupees, or to both, such line being eominutable, If not paid, to a furtiicr period of im- 
prisonment, not exceeding six months. 


VII. No ap})eal shall lie from the decision of a magistrate under Oils Act. appeal. 

VIJI. 'fhe power of a magistrate under this Act may he exercised by any person vested Jurisdiction, 
with the full po,wers of a magistrate, and by any assistant magistrate or dejmly magistrate 
specially empowered on that behalf by the local government. 

IX. A decision of a magistrate shall be a bar to any further ])roceedlng for tbe same infect of d(‘cision 

breach of agreement. No decision under this Act shall have any force or elfect in regard of magistrate un- 
to anything not to be performed during the current season. d(;r tliia Act. 

X. This Act shall have etfect from and after the 4th day of Ajiril 18G(), and shall not Durntion and ter- 
e.xtend beyond the territories subject to the Lieutenant (b^vernor of jSepgal. And no com- ritorial scope of 
plaint or prosecution shall be entertained under this Act, unless preferred within six months Act. 

from the date aforesaid. Idrintation of ac- 

tion. 

XL All orders made or acts done before the 4th day of Apt il 18G0, which would have Certain post orders 
been lawful if the Bill to enforce ;^he fulfilment of Indigo Contracts, as road a second Jecared vallid. 
time on the 24th day of March 1860 had then become law, are hereby declared to be valid. 

And all mao*istrate8,^ind other public, olhcers, are hereby indemnified for any acts done bdbre Indemnity, 
the said dllTday of April 1860, wliich would have^ been justifiable under the said Bill if the 
same had become law on the said 24th day of March 1860. ^ 

ft 

XU, The Lieutenant Governor of Bengal shall, as soon as conveniently may be, issue Appointment of 
a Commission to such persons as the said Lieutenant Governor shall think lit, fur the Commisaion of 
purpose of inquiring into and reporting on the system and practice of indigo planting in Incpnry. 

Bengal, and the relations between the indigo planter and the ,/yots and holders of land 
in Bengal aforesaid. The said Commissioners sholly fully inquire into the matters afore- 
said, and shall, us soon as they conveniently can, report to the Lieutenant Governor the result 
of their inquiries, and shall in their report or reports suggest such alterations, il any, as may 
in their opinion be beneficially made in the law relating to the system and practice and the 
relations aforesaid. 


C c 4 
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Death or resigna- 
tion of any of the 
Commissioners. 


Attendance of wit- 
nesses. 


Proviso. 


Examination of 
witnesses on 
oath or affirma- 
tion. 

Proviso. 


Witnesses neglect- 
ing to attend, &c. 


Expenses of wit- 
nesses. 


Punishment for 
false evidence. 


XI T I. In case of the death or resignation of any of the said Commissioners, or of any of 
them becoming unable or refusing to act, it shall be lawful for the other Commissioners or 
Commissioner to act alone, and all the powers by this Act given to Commissioners shall 
and may be exercised by the continuing Commissioners or Commissioner alone, but only 
until such vacancy can be filled up. It shall be lawful for the said Lieutenant Governor 
from time to time, and he shall as soon as conveniently may be, without issuing a new Com- 
mission, a])])oint some other })crs()n or persons to act as a Commissioner or Commissioners 
jointly with the continuing Commissioners or Commissioner, and in such case all the powers 
coni erred by this Act shall and may he exercised by the said newly appointed Commis- 
sioner or Commissioners jointly with the continuing Commissioner or Commissioners. 

XIV. It shall be lawful for the Commissioners aforesaid, by a summons under the hand 
of any one of tlicm, to require the attendance before them, at a time and place to be men- 
tioned In such summons, of any person or persons whomsoever, residing orlbeing within the 
Lieutenant Governorship of Bengal, whose evidence shall in the judgment of the Commis- 
sioners aforesaid be material to any of the matters of the inquiry aforesaid, and to require 
the person or persons so summoned to bring and produce before them all such books, papers, 
deeds, and w’Htings as to them tlic said Commissioners shall appear necessary for arriving at 
the truth of the matters dirc(“.tcd to be iiujuired into by the said Commissioners, all of which 
persons shall accordingly attend bol(>re the said Commissioners, and shall produce such 
books, papers, deeds, and writings as shall be required of them, and shall be in their cus- 
tody and control, or in the custody and control of any one of them, according to the tenor 
of the summons. Provided alw.ays, that no person shall be compelled to attend before the 
said (vominissioners or to give his evidence at a greater distance than 50 miles from the place 
wdiere such })ersoii shall be residing. 

XV. It sliall be lawful for the (k)mmissi oners aforesaid, or one of them, to administer an 
oath, or in the case of persons alluNVcd l)y law to make affirmation instead of taking an oath, 
an affirmation, in siicli form as to them the said Commissioners shall scorn fit, to all persons 
who sliall be examined before them touching the matters to be in([nircd into by them as 
aforesaid. Provided that nothing herein contained shall render it necessary fiir the said 
Commissioners to take evidence upon oath or affirmation unless they shall^think fit or expe- 
dient so to do. 

XVI. If any person upon whom any siuffi summons shall be served, by the delivery 
thereof to him or by the Icavhig thereof at his usual ])lace of abode, being a person living 
within 50 miles of tlie place at winch he shall he required to attend, witliont reasonable 
cause (to bo allowed by tlic C(vnmissioners aforesaid) fail to appear before them at the time 
and place mentioned in the summons, or shall refuse to be sworn or to make affirmation (as 
the case may be), or shall not make answer to smdi (questions as shall be put to him touching 
the matters directed or which may hereafter be directed, to be inquired into by the Coin- 
missiom^rs aforesaid, or shall refuse or fail without reasonable cause (to he allowed by the 
Commissioners aforesaid) to produce and show to the said Commissioners any such paper, 
book, deed, or writing being in bis possession or under his control as to the Commissioners 
aforesaid shall appear necessary for arriving at the triitli of tlic matters to be inquired into 
by them, the Commissinners aforesaid shall have the same powers in all respects touching 
any such person so failing to appear or refusing to be sworn or to make affirmation, or not 
answering such que^stions as shall be put to him, or refusing to produce and show any such 
book, ])aper, deed, or writing as aforesaid, as the princi})al court of original civil jurisdiction 
wltliiii tlic limits of which the said person shall be residing, may by law exercise against any 
person for making default of ap})earanco or for refusing to be sworn or to give evidence on 
any issue joined in any action jiendiiig in such court. 

XVII. Wlieiicvcr a summons is issued for the attendance of a witness under this Act, the 
Commissioners may, if they think fit, order such witness to receive from the Collector such 
travelling and other eftipenses as he would have been entitled to receive had he been sum- 
moned to appear anfi give evidence in the principal court of original civil jurisdiction in the 
district. 

XVIII. Every person vvho upon examination upon oath or affirmation before the Com- 
missioners aforesaid shall wilfully give false evidence, shall be liable to the punishment of 
perjury. " • 

• M, Wylle^ Clerk of the Council. 


From A. IL Young, Ety]., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioners of Niiddea and Uajshaliye, dated Fort William, 4 April 1860. 

Sir, 

The Bill “ to enforce; the fulfilment of indigo contracts and to provide for the 
ajipointment of a Commission of Inquiry,'' as read a third time, and passed in 
the Legislative Council on Saturday last, differs in some respect from that read 
the first and second time, in regard to which general instructions were conveyed 
to you in my letters Nos, 1273 and 1290, dated tlie 27th and 28th ultimo 
rcspcctivelv. 

2 . It 
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3. It is necegsaty thi^rcfore that the state of the law,- as it will now stand when 
the anticipated assent of his Excellency the Governor General is given to it, so 
far as it affects the ryots, should be very carefully explained to them, in the same 
manner that the provisions of the Bill in its former state were explained to 
them. 


3. f he following are the most important changes made : — 

4. The summary and exceptional process available by this law may be applied 
to the whole matter of any agreement to cultivate indigo during the present 
season, for which any advance in cash has been received, instead of being 
restricted to so much of it as was made in consideration of the advance in cash ; 
and there is no maximum to which the damages assessable l)y the magistrate are 
restricted in proportion to the amount of cash advance received. Moreover, the 
magistrate may now decree specific performance ; he may decree costs and com- 
pensation against a complainant failing to prove bis case: and bis decision bars 
all further proceedings in the matter of the contract in (piestion. The provision 
that there shall be no appeal from tlie magistrate’s order remains as it was before 
it was proposed to give him these extended powers. 'I'licse changes add mate- 
rially to the responsibilities of the officers vested with magisterial powers under 
the Act; and they make it more than ever imperative on those officers to give 
their utmost attention to the erpiitable principles it will fall to them to apply, 
and to the careful ascertainment of the facts whenever there may be any dispute 
of facts regarding the nature as well as regarding the existence of an agreement 
such as is provided for. On this point, I am directed to request that attention 
may again be directed to the remark made in paragraph 4 of my letter of the 
28th ultimo, No. 1290. 

5. The special provision in Section III. of the Act will point the magistrate's 
attention to the general principle, that fraud and force, and unlawful intimida- 
tion vitiate agreements. 

6. As the Legislature allows no appeal from the* decisions of officers vested 
with powers under this Act, it becomes doubly incumbent on Commissioners to 
keep theni.selves constantly informed of the manner in which these officers dis- 
charo-e the very difficult and responsible duty _ now imposed upon them, and of 
the principles by which they are guided in their deci.sions. These powers, and 
the o|)portunity of acting upon them, must not be retained for a day in the 
hands of any officer who may show himself not competent to exercise them in 
such a iiKiiiner as to do full and substantial justice to all parties.^ 

7. The Act will have effect from this date ; but under Section XI. public 
officers are indemnified from any acts done before the 4ili instant, which would 
have been justifiable under the Bill as read on the 24th ultimo. 

8. One hundred copies of the Act in Bengallee arc herewith forwarded to you, 

and should be circulated. , 


Fram Baboo Issur Chunder Singh, Honorary Secretary British Indian Associa- 
tion, to the Secretary to the Government of* Bengal, dated 22 March 
1860. 


I AM directed by the Cotninittee of the British Indian Association to request 
the favour of your laying before his Honor the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, 
for his consideration and orders, the accompanying petition of the Committee, 
praying for a Commission of Inquiry into the cultivation of mdigo m Lower 
Bengal. 
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To the Honourable J, F. Grants Lieutchant Governor of Bengal; 

Tlie Humble Petition of the Bi'itish Indian Association. 

Showeth , 

That }our petitioners liave viewed witli much concevn the contest which lias sprung 
up within llio last few montlis between the ryots and planters, engaged in the cultivation 
and maniifaeluie oriii(!ig(> in Ki>linaghur and otlier districts in Lower Bengal. 

The eoiile^ lias, within the last tew weeks asMimed a serious aspect, and things have 
ap])roached to a crisis wiiich is mueli to be lamented, though your petitioners havti good 
reasons lo lu'Iieve that tlie accounts puhlished in the newspapers are greatly exaggerated, 
and they ha\e not heen surpri>ed to jiereeive sucli to be the case from tlie report of the 
Loinnil>>ioner of the Xuddea Division. 

Your petitioners cannot \i(‘w the contest in any other liglii than as a natural struggle 
between labour and enpital, and as such, its settlement, tlicy are of opinion, ought to be 
left (o die ojicration of economical laws miinterfered with by the Government or Legis- 
lature on any side. 

But eircnmstaiKTs liave arisen, your petitioners regret to state, w liieh call for the inter- 
ference ol' the authorities. Both jmrties have a])pea]ed to the Government for Intercession 
and aid, and both are hmd in declaring the triitli ainl justice to ]>c on their side. Furtlicr, 
it has been deelare^l on behalf of indigo planters, that inaction on the part of Government 
may lead (liem “ to take the law into their ow n liands,” and it has even been, circum- 
stantially stated that “planters (at Kishnaghnr) arc engaging sailors in Calcutta as a 
preliminary measure against such a eoirtingeney,” As a confirmation to the above, your 
petitioners observe em-fain indigo planters of Kisbnagbnr slating in an otfieial letter of 
theirs lo the Se<*retary to ihelr association at Calciilla, lhat failing attention from Govern- 
ment, “ we mnst endeavour to do what is best for ourselves.” This, if true indicates a 
state of things fraught with danger to the j)ea<‘c of the district, and requires in the judg- 
ment of your petitioners the jirompt attention of Government. 

Your })etitioners do not pretend to judge between the two contending parties, and cm- 
jihatieally disavow hostility to either. They, how^ever, fool j)ersnadcd that the (|ncstum 
is sniTonnded by such dilTjcnllic^, by reason of the strong ])ersonal interests involved in it 
of both the parties, that without a juihlie and efficient inquiry it will he hopeless, your 
petitioners believe, for Gov(;rnment as well as the ])ublie at large to arrive at a correct 
and impartijd solution in regard to it. 

There are two subjects conmM'ted with the cultivation of indigo, which your petitioners 
think above all others parlicniaady call for this inquiry. Your Honor is aware that among 
other things the loiide.'l complaints have heen made by the ry(»ts, whether with justice or 
not, )'Our petitioners do not feel competent to de(‘ide, against the low rates of remunera/- 
tion, compared to other articles oi’ eidtivation, of rice given for the cultivation of the 
indigo plant, and the systxan of advances in vogue in the indigo factories of Lower Bengal. 

In 185G, your jketitioiiers, in eomnion with the estiinahle and philanthropic* body of 
Protestant jMissioiiariesof Ih'iigal, jwayed cT the (Toveriimeiit for a Commission of Inquiry 
of the kind referred to above. In the ]»resent ])ray(*r, however, they feel it a particular 
pleasure’ to he able to stale that they have the eonenrrenee of the European planters 
immediately intejested in the enltivalion of indigo, who in their recent petition to your 
liononr have (qienly “ eoui t(Ml the fullest iinpiiries.” 

A Commission of lininiry of the kind [)]Mye(l for has long heen desiderated. Whether 
as regards the iuterots of the jdanters, or those of the ryots, a sear(‘hing, imtieiit, and 
unbiassed in<[niry lia> been behl to be the only means by which a true solution of this 
intricate and inqxn'tant qucrtiou can he discovered, and the real character of the facts so 
vehemently disjuited on both sides established. It is believed to be the sole means w’hich 
will, above all, settle the [jositioii of the ryot, who lias been unceasing In his complaints, 
and clear u]) the Ihtnre of i>ritish enterprise in tlie interior; the fusion of whicli with 
native capital and Industry is justly considered to be the main security for the progress of 
the eonntry in material prosperity. 

Your petitioners have observed with regret that it has heen recommended to your 
Honor to bring “ s])eeial legislation,” to bear u])on British enterprise in tlie Mofussil, by 
way of cneoiiragenieiit. iNlucli as yonr petitioners value British enterprise in India; 
much as tlicy hope for the introduction of British capital, energy, and skill into this l^d, 
as the pioneer ot progress ; nin^h as they look to European science and its application for 
the development of the iiu;yhaustible resources of this e^ountry, they would reckon it as 
humiliating, as dlseredltahii* to British settlers, and unfortunate for the people, if those 
excellent advantages, vvhic^i can*uot be undervalued without gross positive injustice, could 
not be obtained without the aid of “ special legislation.” 

Your petitioners would therefore pray that your Honor may be pleased to consider 
the propriety of issuing a Commission of Inquiry, consisting of such a number 
of persons as yout Honor may deem fit, into the cultivation of indigo in Lower 
• Bengal, with sjjccial reference to the rates of remuneration and the syateitt' rf 
advances connected therewith. 

An4 your petitionerSj as in duty ^ound, shall ever pray. 
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From A. R. Young^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal to the 
Hgnorary Secretary to the British Indian Association (No. 1640), dated 
5 April 1860. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 22d ultimo, I am directed to refer you to ‘the 
Act “ to enforce iho fulfilment* of indigo contracts, and to provide for the 
^pointinent of a Commission of Inquiry,'’ which was passed by the Legislative 
Council on Saturday last. 


From A. R Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Officiat- 
ing Secretary to the Indigo Planters* Association (No. 1539), dated 5 April 
1860. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter to your address of the 22d ultimo, I am directed 
to refer you to the Act ’Mo enforce the fulfilment of indigo contracts, and to 
provide for the appointment of a Commission of Inquiry,*' which was passed by 
the Legislative Council on Saturday last, which the Lieutenant Governor trusts 
will meet the objects of the association. 


From A, Forbes, £sq., Officiating Secretary of Indigo Planters* Association, to 
A, R. Yomig, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated Calcutta, 
10 April 1860. 

Sir, 

1 iiAvn the honour to acknowledge the receipt ^1 your letter, No. 1539., 
dat('d the 5th instant. 

I am dir(*cted by the Central Committee of the Indigo Planters Association 
to express their thanks for the law to enforce the fulfilment of indigo contracts, 
and to state that l\wy hail with much satisfaction tlie provision made in that Act. 
for the appuiiitnient of a Commission of Inquiiy into the relations between indigo 
planters and the cultivators of the soil, and to express a h()[)e, on the part oi the 
Association, that ihct appointment of the Commission shall .lot he long (kdayed. 
If the Commission commence its inquiries immediately after the presini .«ouing 
season, it is to be lioped that its labours might he completed before Ociober next, 
when the sowings and arrangennmts for the next season must coniinencj*. Liiou^h 
would be then known at h'ast to set at rest the qiu'stion wliellier indigo ])lantiiig, 
as conducted at present, is to be permitted by law to continue, or wlietlior tin* 
Government intends to interfere to any considerable extent between tin! jaaiitei 
and the cultivator, and arrangenumts might be made, modilicd according to the 
extent of such interference, lor the cultivation ot indigo loi* tUc^next season. 


From A. Grate, Esq., ( ornmissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, Port William (Ncv98Ct.), d^ted Allipore, 
16 April 1860. 

Sir • 

I beg’ to lay before Government an original reference from the magistrate of 

Nuddea, dated 13th instant, with its enclosures. As I had previously sent to 
the Legal Remembrancer for copies of the Jessore magistrate’s letter, I beg to 
append it also, and its enelosures. * 

2. Not concurring in Mr. Beaufort’s view of the law, I had drawn up the 
accompanj-ing note, which I had intended to submit for the approval of his 
Honor the Lieutenant Governor. 

3. It 
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3. It 'will be seen that I support, generally, Mr, Herschel’s opinion, and if I 
remember rightly, what was said by the Right honourable James Wilson, When 
he moved the amendment of the second section of the Bill, on a construction of 
the law, is that which was intended to be put on it. 

4, I request the return of the original enclosures. 


From W.J.HerscheU Esq., Ofliciating Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Commissioner 

of Circuit, Nuddea Divisi(»n (No. 101 Ct.), dated Nuddea, 13 April 1860, 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to enclose copy of a letter received from the Legal Remem- 
brancer on. a reference made to him by the magistrate of Jessore and myself, 
putting certain questions to him as to the meaning of the new Indigo Bill. 

2, I have no copy of the letter that went to him, nor of the questions put \ 
but I think I am staling them fairly thus : 

Question!. A ryot having taken cash advance upon agreement to cul- 
tivate for a specific number of years, including the current season, does the 
wording of the law admit of the case being adjudicated by the magistrate ? 
— On this we agreed that the law applied to such a case. 

Question 2. A ryot liaving taken advance in some former year to sow 
indigo, but without fixing any specific limit to the number of years. for 
which the agreement was to hold, can the magistrate order him to sow this 
year on any ground but one, viz , that by receipt of a cash advance this 
season the ryot has confirmed the contract ? — It appeared to me that he 
could not. The magistrate of Jessore considered (as I understand him) 
that any act of the ryots which proved his consent to the continuance of 
the contract, gave force to the law against him, provided he received cash 
originally. 

• 3. As in a meeting of* six magisterial officers we were equally divided in 
this point, we decided on referring the matter to the Legal Remembrancer for his 
opinion. 

4. His reply has been received, but it appears to me so difficult of adoption 
that I *must beg for a more distinct statement of the meaning of the law from 
higher aulhoriiy. 

6. I know not whether it is quite proper of me to put forward arguments 
opposed to the view of the Legal Remembrancer, but as concisely as may be, 
I venture to state the grounds on which I adopted my own view, and to show 
why 1 still think them intact. 

6. The terms of the law are: if any ryot has received a cash advance upop 
his agreement to cultivate indigo plant, during the season now current, the 
magisirate shall, if it be still feasible, order him to sow, and shall fix an equit- 
able sum as damages for failing to comply with the order. 

7. It appears ti^ me that the magistrate has no option on the case thus put, to 

decline giving the order to sow. ‘ i i r 

His functions as judge in equity commence when he assesses the penalty tor 
a refusal .to comply wMi tlie order. If the ryot agreed to sow this year, and 
took cash advance on that agreement, an ordei; to sow must follow. The order 
may be a harsh one (as in the case pul by the Legal Remembrancer of a 
years’ nyrepiiieut ou oindifions obviously unprofitable to the ryot), but the 
penalty in such a case at, the magistrate’s discretion. 

8. The case of a id years’ agreement is herein precisely similar to that of 
an aorecnient for this year only. The order to sow must issue on an agree- 
ment clenched by cash. It. may be as harsh an order as in the other case; 
but the penalty for relusal depends on the equitable nature of the contract. 

9. But the Legal Remembrancer, proceeding on the principles of civil law, 
and putting out of sight the criminal and exceptional nature of the present law, 
argues that in the ctjsO pf A 10 years’ agreement, unprofitable to ^he.*>yot, flo 

order to sow should issue ,fhless the planter can prove that he has given other 

advantages which supply the place of the customary renewed advance. ^ 
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10. This argument, it $eems to me, tends to assimilate the case of an agree- 
ment for a specific term wHli that of an agreement unlimited in time. It tends, 
by den^in^ the literal interpretation of the law in the former case, where it 
reads m favour of one of the parties, to admit of a liberal intQrpi*etation of it 
in his favour in the latter, where it reads against him. It makes the entire 
question one of pure equity in both cases. 

Yet I confess I cannot see how a specific contract to sow during a specific 
term, which includes this particular season, and which was clenched by cash 
when made, can be put out of the pale of the law, nor how a contract which 
does not specify this particular season can be brought witliiii it. If the latter 
have been renewed by any means, specially with regard to this season, it becomes 
a new contract to sow this season, and it only remains for the magistrate, in 
compliance with the terms of the law, to call for proof that a cash advance was 
given, not upon some previous, but upon this recent agreement. 

11. The Legal Remembrancer ends bis letter by saying, — 

“ But if the agreement had reference only to last season, it would not, I 
aoprehendj'be held valid in the current season without an express renewal by 
tfte parties concerned.” 

What is an express renewal? It appears to me that the terms of the law 
are inflexibly accurate. The receipt of cadi advance is the only expression to 
which we criminal authorities are allowed to listen. 

12. In adopting and adhering to this view, it is quite possible that some cases 
of injustice to the planter may occur, such as that of a ryot having altogether 
evaded his contract last season ; lie probably ought to sow this year ; but while 
the words of the law continue as at present, I cannot, turn it as I may, consider 
myself responsible for such injustice. 


Vrom E.W.MoloJiyy Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Jcssorc, to the Superintendent 
of Legal Affairs, Fort William, dated Darnoorhooda, 7 April 1860. 

Sir, . 

I HAVE the honour to submit the enclosed memoranda of the construction 
placed upon the Indigo Bill, by the officers (as per margin),* who have severally 
signed them, and sliall be much obliged by your favouring us with your opinion 
as to which is the correct view. 

2. I have been requested to refer this question, as it is very desirable that 
the same construction may be placed on the law by all officers concerned in the 
administration thereof, 

3. Be pleased to favour me with your opinion as early as possible, sending a 
, copy of the same to the address of the Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea. 

4. Please to address an answer to me, Darnoorhooda, viA Nischindipure. 


Memokandum. * » 

iBt I hold that the terniB of the law admit of a magistrate’s taking un a ease under the 
Indigo Bill, no matter in what year the cash advance was made, provided the agreement 
was for a specified and limited number of years, aud included the present season. 

2d. I hold that a ryot having received cash advance last year, without halving fixed any 
term’to the continuance of the contract, or expressly or iiruilicdly apeed with reference to 
such advance to cultivate tliis year, cannot be ordered to sow this year, unless by the 
receipt of a second cash advance tliis season, he has confirmed and continued the contract. 


I agree with the above opinion. 


(signed) W, J, Herschel, 

Officiating Magistrate- 

(signed) O. Taylor, 

. Aflsiatant Ma^Btrate. 


• • Mr. E. W. Molony, Officiating Magistrate of Jessore ; Mr. W. J. Herschel, Officiating Ma^ 

trate of Nuddea} Mr. C- B. Skinner, Joint Magistrate j Mr. M. G. Taylor, Joint Magistrate} 
Mr. A. T. MaclMii, Joint Magistrate} Mr. C. G. D. Betts, Deputy Magistrate. 
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As I am of opinion that, to make me to receive a case under the law, cash must liave 
been received this season, I disagree with the first of the above minutes. 

(signed) A, T, Maclean. 

I agree with Mr. ITcrsclicl in the view he has taken of the indigo law being applicable 
to unexpired agreements to cultivate indigo for a specified term of years, whenever the 
advance may bave been made. 

I am also of opinion that it will apply to cases in which the evidence shows the agree- 
ment was intended to extend to the present season, though no term is specified, where 
there may ha^ c originally been a casli advance not ])ai(l off, and where the ryots may have 
by any act admitted that the agreement is still in force, even tlioughno fresh cash advance 
may have been made to him this season. 

(signed) jEJ. W. Molony. 

I agree entirely with Mr. Molony’s view. 

(signed) C. B. Skinner. 

I agree with Mr. Molony^a constructions of tlic Bill. 

(signed) A. G. D. Betts. 


From F. Beaufort, Esq., Superintendent and Uomembrancer of Legal Affairs, 

to the Officiating Magistrate of Jessorc (No. 524, Fort William), dated 

10 April 1860. 

Sir, 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of llie 7th instant, 
regarding tlic Bill to enforce the fulfilment of indigo contracts, whicli was read a 
third lime in the Legislative Council on the 31st ultimo. 

2. Under Sections 1 and 9 of the Bill, you require an agreement to cultivate 
indigo plant during the season now current, and a ca'irh advance made upon that 
agreement. Oh those comkitions you have jurisdiction. But if the terms of the 
agreement do not embrace tlie current season, or if no cash advance has been 
made on tliat agreement, you cannot interfere. 

3. There is nothing in the Bill which re([nires that the agreement should specify 
a limited number of years; ami therefore 1 tliiiik tliat Mr. Hersclicl is in error 
when lie makes it essential that the agreement should be for a specified and 
limited number of years. But, doubtless, some consideration of the time involved 
is r(*quisite. '1 he law is professedly teu.porary ; and a summary power has been 
given to you for a specifieij purpose. In the exercise of that power you are 
bound by Section 3 to regard the coiisider.itiuns of equity ; and where the agree- 
ment does not. involve fair reciprocal ohligatioii, as judged by local custom, it 
should not he enforced, althmigh the bare terms of tli(‘ Liw arc strictly applicable* 
to it. Conseqm ntly, if the agreimn nt stipulates for t'ic cultivation of land for a 
long jieriod of years, or in perpetuity, u ithout a ea-li advance, wliicli can equitably 
be presumed to liavg afforded advantage to tlie ryot dnring llie current season, I 
am of o, inion tlnft, it ought not to be enforced. As, for instance, I would not 
apply the law to tlie possible ea^e of a ryot contracting to cultivate 10 beegahs 
with indigo for 10 years, on one advance of 20 rupees, which has not been 
renewed, unless the piautor could show that the ryot had received corresponding 
benefits in some other way, which would sup|Jy the place of the customary 
renewed advance. In the case of agreements not renewed lor the current season, 

I think that you should s»ei‘ whether the advances, either made in cash or brought 
forward in the account, ha,ve been marked off or not, and that no contract 
should be enforced in tht; fulfilment of wliich the ryot lias discharged the obliga- 
tions represented by the advanc(‘s. And in this view, you will observe, it is not 
required that the agreement should specify a fixed number of years. 

4. On the second point to which your letter refers, I observe that nothing is 
said in the law about an advance made in the current season, and consequently 
that Mr. Herschers construction of it is, as it seems to me, incorrect; you 
cannot, I think, restrict the administration of the law to those cases in jvhich the 
actual fact of payments in the current year is proved, lo the exclusion of cases 
jn which the contract regards the cultivation of the current season, and in which 
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an advance has been made on that contract. In the enforcement of tlie law for 
this season, regard ought to be had specially to the custom which has held in the 
concern ; and that will usually show whether the coutnjet, on which an advance 
was made in a previous year, is applicable to the current season. It is easy to 
conceive cases in which the ryot could not have faiily asked for renewed advance 
this season ; as, for instance, where he evaded the ohli„oition of last year, and 
consented instead to hold the agreement good for the current season. But if the 
agreement had reference only to last season, it woohl not, 1 ap|irelu'!iil, be 
held valid in the current season without an express renewal by tiic parties 
concerned. 


Copy forwarded to magistrate of Nuddea, for his informati .n, at the retiuest 
of the magistrate of Jessorc. 


Note by Comijiissioiier. 

1. There must be, in the first place, an agreement to cultivate plant during the 
season now current. The contiact may be a written and producible one, in 
which case, if proved to he genuine, and to have been fairly (uitered info, the 
magistrate will have jurisdiction, on finding that a cash advance was made at the 
time of its execution, and that the ryot is still bound by its conditions to supply 
plant. 

2. If tlie contract, when produced, docs not show conclusively that its con- 
ditions are binding on the rsot for the current year, tin* planter must show that 
its conditions have become so binding by the acci'ptancc, on the ryot’s part, of a 
fnrtlier advance this year. 

3. If the contract be not a written and prodncu’ble one, and the ryots deny that 
any such has ever been made for the season now current, then the planter must 
prove that the oral agreemeut lias been actually made, or lias been understood to 
be made by the ryot’s acce])tanee of a casli ])aymeut for the current jear. 

A. Mr. Forlong sues on a seven year's term agreement, v\hicli he produces. Illustrations^ 
His books show that there are three yeaiv: yet to run, and that an advance was 

made to defendant at the time of oxeciitioii. Alagistrulc may order specific 
performance. 

B. Tn another case he files an agreement whieb eonfaius no* specific term, and 
leaves the (jucstion doubtful as to wlietlier it was intended to bind the ryot 
beyond the year in which it was entered iuto, and in wliich the advance was 
made. Defendant admits that he received advance on it, and that he is in 
\)alaiice to the factory, but denies that it binds him for this year. The question 
raised here is beyond the jurisdiction of the s[)ecial court. 

♦ (signed) A, Grotc^ Commissioner. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Advocate General (No. 1809), dated 19 April 1860, 

• Sir. . • ^ 

I AM directed to forward to you the accompanying communication, in original, 
from the Commissioner of Nuddea, on the subject of the Bill to enforce the ful- 
filment of indigo contracts, and to request that you will have the goodness to 
favour the Lieutenant Governor with a lepl opinion thereon, such as may be 
circulated amongst the officero employed in carrying out the provisions of the 
Bill for their guidance- * 

2, The return of the original papers, with your reply, is requested- 


No. 98 Ct. of leth 
Inst, with three 
Enclosures. 



D D 4 


From 



216 


PAPERS PELAtll^G td 


From W. Ritchie^ Esq., Advocate General, to A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to- 
the GoNcrqment of .Bengal, Calcutta, 21 April 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1809, dated 
the 19tli instant, and in reply to forward the accompanying opinion upon the 
points therein referred to. 

I return the original enclosures. 

Opinion. 

In order to give the magistrate jurisdiction, under Act No. XI. of 1860 , there 
must be proved an agreement to cultivate indigo plant during the present season, 
and an advance in cash upon that agreement. But I am ot' opinion that it is 
immaterial for the purpose, of giving jurisdiction, when the agreement was 
entered into ; or whetlicr it is one applicable to the present season only, or to 
several seasons ; or whether it is proposed to establish it by a written instrument, 
expressly extending to llie cultivation of the present season, or by a written 
instrument expressly extemding to a past season only, coupled with proof of a 
renewal of such agn'cment, on the same or varied terms, for tlie present season, 
or by purely oral t(\stimony. And so as to tlie advances : I think that for the 
purpose of giving jurisdiciion, it i.-^ immaterial wlien the advance was made; or 
whetlier it was part, of the original agreement that it should be made or not, 
provided the cash was paid upon the footing of, and with reference to, an agree- 
ment (written or verbal, exj)res5 or to be implied from the acts of the parties, or 
the usual custom in the district, or all the circumstances of the case) that plant 
should be eultivated during the present season. 

2. The advances referred to in the accompanying papers may apparently be 
ranged under three heads : — 

Ist, Advances made expressly for the present season. 

As to these, no question can arise, as they clearly bring the case 
within the jurisdiction of the magistrate. 

2d. Advances made during a previous sekson, but upon entering into an 
agreement to cultivate, extending to the present season, and made generally 
in respect of the entire agreement, or expressly in respect of certain seasons, 
incliuling the presemt one. 

Here also the magistrate will have jurisdiction, and liis jurisdiction 
will not be taken aw'ay by the eircunistanco that the advances thus 
made geiierally upon the agreement have just been worked out by the 
ryot, so as to leave liiin nothing in hand applicable to the present 
season after paying himself in full for the last season. 

;]d. Advances made during a previous season, but after the agreement 
was entered into, and not made in lespect of the agreement generally, or of 
the cultivation of the present season, but expressly on account of the culti- 
vation of tlie season in which they were made. 

Hcre^ unless a fresh advance has been made for this season, 
tlierowill be no jurisdiction, even though, the advance for the prior 
seasons have not been worked out and a balance remains in the ryot’s 
hand. 

3. It is of course impossible to lay down any rule beforehand which shall ^be 
exactly applicable to t^e great variety of cases that may arise under the Act ; 
but the principles al)ove stated may, 1 think, be taken as the tests by which the 
magistrate should asewtaiu whether a case does or not fall within the Act ; ‘ 
and the following illustrations may further serve to show how' they may be 
applied : — 

Case 1. — An agreement is entered into in 1859 to cultivate indigo for two 
seasons, viz. 1869 and 1860; a cash, advance i^ paid at the time, generally on 
account of the entire agreement. Whether sucli cash advance has bfefen 
oS in the season 1 859 or not, the magistrate haipjwrisdiction. 

Case 2. — Upon a similar agreement, no cash is paid at the tiip!^ 
aftewards the ryot asks for arid receives pn advance specifically ' 
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1859, without any reference to any subsequent season. Whether such advance 
has been worked off or not, the magistrate has no jurisdiction unless some further 
advance has been made. 

Case 3. — Upon a similar agreement, no cash has been paid at the time; but a 
month afterwards the ryot asks for and receives an advance, generally fur the 
purposes of cultivating under the agreement, or specifically for the season of 
1859, but with a promise, though a verbal one, that if any balance remains over 
the surplus shall be applied to the season 18(i(). Whether the advance of 1850 
has been worked out or not, the magistrate will have jurisdiction. 

Case 4. — A ryot takes advance in a former year to cultivate indigo without 
fixing any specific limit to the number of years for which the agreement is to 
hold. He alterwards expressly, though verbally, agrees to cultivate for the pre- 
sent season, but receives no further cash advance. 

This is the second case put by Mr. Hcrschel in his letter of 13th instant. 

Here the magistrate will prhnA facie have no jurisdiction, even though the 
advance for the first year has not been worked out; prhiiii facie i\n agreement 
to cultivate must be deemed to be for the current season only. But if tlie plaintifl’ 
can show that by the custom of the district, or other circmnslances, an agreiunent 
to cultivate does really extend to a certain number of year.s, which would include 
the present one, the case must be determined according to the character of tlic 
advances, as in Cases 1 and 2. 


Case 5. — In the case put by Mr. Beaufort of a ryot contraetiiig to cultivate 10 
biggahs with indigo for 10 years on one advance of 20 rupees, which had not 
been renewed, the liability of the ryot ought not to depend, as xMr. Beaufort 
suggests, upon the planter being able to show that the ryot had received corre- 
sponding benefits some other way, supposing tliere to be a h^gal consideration to 
support the agrcoinent, as an a(hance, however small, will be, and supposing the 
terms not to be so one-sided as to lead to tlui iuierence of fraud or intimidation 


(ill which case the complaint will he dismissed under Section 2), the case must 
turn upon the same question as the other cases, I, 2, and 3 ; viz. whether there 
was an advance upon the agreement lor the present season. If the advance was 
general, or was by an express agreement made applicable to the present season, 
the magistrate would have jurisdiction in the case ; whcrceis, if the advance was 
made subsequently to the agreement, and was specially limited to the agreement 
to cultivate for the first year, or any year liefore the present one, he would not 
have such jurisdiction. 

I (juite concur in the remarks made in Mr. IJorachel’s letter of the 13th 
instant, paragraphs (] to 10, upon this part ol Mr. Beaufort’s letter, para- 
graph 3. 


Case 6.— An advance is proved to have been made in cash specially for the 
cultivation of a former season. 

* The planter makes no fresh advance for the present season, hut makes a re- 
mishion ot an old debt, or an allowance of rents in accounts in lieu of a cash 

advance to tlic present season. , , , .. .11 

Assuminp the past advance not to he applicable cothe present season, the sub- 
sequent remission, allowance in accounts, or set off, will not eonstitule a cash 
advance so as to give jurisdiction under the Act. 

4. With respect to Mr. Ilcrschcrs memorandum, I think that in Ids first 
paraeraph * (1), the restriction as to the agreement being for a specified and 
Lited Lmher of years is too strict, and should be omitted ; and liut in para- 
eraph 2, after the words “ a ryot having received cash qdvaiicc last year without 
having fixed any term to the continuance of the contract, tlic words or ex- 
pressly or impliedly agreed with reference to such adiiance to cultivate this 
year ’’ f (2), should be inserted. 


• (1) I hold that the terms of the law admit of a magistrate’s taking up "I 
Bill, no matter in what year the cash advance was made, provided the agreement included the 

I hold that a ryot, having received cash advance last year without hsvin*g fixed any term 
loke continuance of tbi contract for or impliedly agr^ 

to cultivate thU year], cannot be ordered to sow tb» year, unlm by the receipt of a second cash 
advance this season he has confirmed and conUnued the contract. 
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In Mr. Molony’s rnemorandnm, paragraph 2, I tliink tJhat after the words * 
(3), “ I am also of o])inion that it will apply to cases in which/’ the words “ the 
evidence shows the agreement was intended to extend to the present season, 
though no term is specified, ” slniuld be inserti-d. 

5. I rpiite agree witli Mr. Beaufort in )iis remarks in paragraphs 2 and 4 of 
his letter, upon the second point touched in Mr. Merseliers and Mr. Molony s 
incmiorandinns. 

(i. Ill ihe second illustration given in Mr. (Jrote’s proposed circular, f Ido not 
think lliat the (jnestioii raised should he said to he beyond the jurisdiction of the 
Special (’onrt. I tliink tliat in such a cast.* tlu' ({ucstion, being doubtful, would 
he fully within tin' jni'isdietion of the magistiate, and wonhl he tlie (jnestioii 
wliieli t!i(‘ magistrate ought to try. If satisfu'd, on the whole evidence, that the 
rjot is light ill saying that he never agreed to he hound beyond the year, the 
iiiagisriat(‘ w ill of course dismiss th(‘ ease ; l)nt if satisfied that the agreement, 
tliongh verbal, did ('xtend to the presimt year, the magistrate should decide the 
case according to the iiatnn! of the evidence, upon the same ju’ineiph^s as Cases 
1, 2, and :t. 


To rlic Commissioner of Rajslialiyc To llic Commissioner of Nuddea 
(No. 188^1); dated the 23d April (No. 1881); dated the 23d April 

I8f)0. 18(>0. 

Sir, Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant M'ith reference to your letter, No. 98 

(Governor to forward to you, lor distri- Ct., dated the IGtli instant;, the original 
butioii, &c. enclosures of which arc herewith re- 

turned, lam dir(‘cted by the Lieutenant 
Governor to forward to you for distribution amongst the olliccrs of your division 
enip()W(.‘r(‘d to carry out the provisions of tln^ Act to enforce the fulfilment of indigo 
comiaets, 25 copies of an opinion by the Advocate (iencral on certain points con- 
nected with the working of that law. 

I liave, &c, 

(sigmai) A. IL Ymn(j, 

Secretary to the. Government of Bengal. 


— No. 21. — 

IVom A. F()r/jc-s\ hkip, Officiating Sccri'tary to the Indigo Planters’ Association, 
. to the Secretary to the GoverniiKmt (>f Bengal, dated 2, Old Post Office-street, 
March I8(>0. 

• 

A REPOUT has* appealed in the Englishman” of this morning that the 
Hon. Mr. Ashley Eden is about to be re-ajipointed magistrate of Baraset, and 
anotlier report is in earculation that that gentleman is about to he posted to 
Moorsliedahad. 

2. riie ryots of both these districts have manifested a very bad spirit with 
regard to indigo cnltiva^on, which prevails largely there. 


* (a) 1 am also of opinion tliat it will apply to cases in which [the emdence shows the agreement 
was intended to extend to the present season, tliongh] no term is specified where there may have 
originally been a cash advance, not paid off, and where the ryots may have by any act admitted 
that the agreement is still in/orce, even though no fresh cash advance may have been made to him 
this season. 

t (n ) In another case the plaintiff files an agreement which contains no specific term, and leaves 
the qiicstion doubtful as to whether it was intended to bind the ryot beyond the year in which it 
was entered into, and in which the advance was ma4e. Defendant admits that he received 
on it, and that he is in balance to the Factory, but denies that it binds him for this year. (The 
question raised here is beyond the jurisdiction of the Special Court). 
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3. It is believed that the Government of Bengal is doing its utmost to suppress 
the agitation in these districts, and I have ihe honour to observe that, in the 
opinion of the Central Committee of the As>ociation, the appointment of Mr. 
Eden to any indigo district uill bo attended with the worst consequences, as that 
gentleman has identified himself in every way, both publicly and privately, with 
opposilion to indigo cultivarion. 


Vroio A. R, i'oung, Secretary to the Governimuit of Deiigal, to the 

Officiating Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Association (No. 1115), dabnl 
23d March 1800. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the iueutenant (governor to acknowhulge the leceipt of your 
letter, dat(?d the 22d instant, bringing to mjtice two contradictory reports regard- 
ing the apj)oiiUment of Mr. Julcu. 

In reply, I am desired to state for the information of the Association, that it 
so liappens that before tlie re ceipt of your letter Mr. Eden had been appointed 
to Cuttack, and another gentleman to Moorshedahad. This makes it nnneccssary 
to say more in reply to your communication than that the Lieutenant Governor 
is bound to affirm that to whatever office Mr. Eden might he appointed, the 
Lieur.eiuint Governor does not entertain a doubt that Mr. Eden would act with 
perfect fairness helw'oen all men and all classes. 


— No. 22. — 

PETirioN from tlie Inl]al)itams in the Districts of Nuddtsi and Jessore to the 
Honourable ./. P. (jrant, Lieutenant Go\uu'nor of Bengal. 

The hiimbh! Petition of the undersigned Byots of sundry villages herein 
holow-iiamed, in tlu; di^lricts of Niu.khra and .b'ssore — 

llespcctfidly showetli, 

That yoiir petitioners being :^orely ()pj)res.s(>(l Jiy the proceeding- of Mr. 
G(’org(j Mcares and sundry other per^oii^, carrying on tlio manufaetuia* of 
indigo in the uhove-named districts, resjiectfully appieal to your Honor for pro- 
tection. 

2. That youj’ petitioner^, finding tin* cultivation of the indigo plant very 
iinj)rofitabh‘, in fact, ruinously unprofitable to them, Iiave refused to enter into 
contracts to cultivate the jjiant, ami therefore the iiiaiiufacturers have in various 
ways proceeded to oppress them, with a view to force tlieni to enter into siieJi 
contracts. 

3. That your petitioners having petitioned the joint magif|trate of Zillah Jes- 
6ore, Mr. Skinmu’, the latter functionary told them that tlje}*mnst sow indigo’ 
seed, and in order lo coerce tlieni into a compliance witli his ordms, ordered 19 
of their fellow villagers into confinement for short periods on the j)ret(‘nc(* tiiat 
they had been guilty of contempt of court. 

4. Tliat tliesc proceedings of the joint magistrate of Jessore have thrown yonr 
petitioners into consternation, and they know not how avail themselves of the 
benefit of your Honor's late proclamation when they fiiui tlui district authorities 
so openly inclined to set its provisions at naught. 

5. That the joint magistrate is a frequent visitor at the factories of Mr. (icorgc 
Mearcs, and issues many of his orders from there. 

6. That Mr. George Mearcs has thus opportunities t& operate upon the con- 
victions of the magistrate in a manner prejudicial to the interests of justice and 
prejudicial to your petitioners. 

7 . That Mr. George Meares has, as your petitioners understand, advanced 
sundry charges against them in a letter or report addressed to your Honor. 
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These charges, your petitioners beg leave distinctly to state, are utterly ground- 
less; your petitioners have not been guilty ot' any the slightest breach of the 
peace, their sole aim being to avoid being made to enter into contracts which 
are likely to prove heavy losses to them. 

8. U'hereforc, your petitioners pray that your Honor will be pleased to warn 
Mr. Skinner against acting otherwise than in the spirit of your Honoris pro- 
clamation, and generally in a fair and impartial spirit. 

• And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 


(No. 1289.) 

Extract from the Proceedings of the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal in the 
Judicial Department, under date the 28th of March 1860. 

Read a petition from Ushruif Mundul, Mochee Mundul, Obednl Mundul and 
others, ryots of certain villages in the districts of Nuddea and Jessore, complain- 
ing against the proceedings of Mr. George Meares and otlier persons engaged in 
the cultivation and manufacture of indigo. 

The petitioners represent that having refused, on account of the unprofitable- 
ness of the business, to enter into contracts to cultivate indigo, they have been in 
various ways oppressed by Mr. Meares and otlier indigo planters, with a view to 
force tlicm to enter into such contracts against their will; and that, having laid 
their grievances before the officiating joint magistrate of Jessore, Mr. C. B. Skin- 
ner, they liave not only failed to obtain any redress from that officer, but that 
they have been told by him “ that they must sow indigo/’ and that 49 of their 
fellow villagers have been imprisoned by him, for the ostensildc offence of con- 
tempt of court, but really in order to coerce them into compliance with the 
orders passed by him in favour of the planters. Tiny assert also that between 
the officiating joint magistrate and Mr. Meares a degree of intimacy exists which 
is extremely prejudicial to the interests of justice in any case in nhich Mr. 
Meares may be a party. 

Ordered, that tlie })ctitioners be informud that if it is really true that any one 
has oppressed them with a view to force them to enter into contracts, they have 
only to complain to the magistrat(‘, bringing forward evidence in siqiport of their 
allegations, or to file actions against the wrong-doer in the moonsiff’s court, or 
simultaneously to adopt botli courses. But that if they commit any riot or 
breach of the peace, they will surely be punished. 

As regards the injustice which the petitioners have imputed to the officiating 
joint magistrate in dealing with their case, they are informed that Mr. Skinner 
has been called upon to submit a report upon the subject for the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s consideration. 


From A. li. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Nuddea (No. 1290), dated the 28th March 1860). 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward to you tlie accompanying copy of a petition pre- 
sented by Ushruff Mundul and other ryots of certain villages in the district of 
Nuddea and Jessore, complaining of the oppression practised upon them by Mr. 
Mears and other indigp planters, and against the proceedings of Mr. C. B. 

Skinner, the officiating joint magistrate of Jessore, 

* « 

2. The petitioners have been informed that if it is really true that any one has 
oppressed them wdth a view to force ilicm to enter into contracts, they have only 
to complain to the magistrate, bringing forward evidence in support of their 
allegations, or to file actions against the wrong-doer in the moousiff’s court, or 
simultaneously to adopt both courses. And they have, at the same time, been 
warned that if they commit any riot or breach of the peace, they will surely be 
punished. 

3. The Lieutenant Governor desires that you will direct the magistrate to take 
all possible pains to impress the same thing on these petitioners, and on all other 

ryots 
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ryots who may make general complaints of oppression in order to induce them to 
-contract to grow indigo. 

4. It is beyond all necessary to be extremely careful in the execuiion of the 
new law, and in all proceedings connected with indigo cultivation, not to con- 
found ryots who have not contracted and taken cash advances for the current 
season with those who have ; and when the question of fact is raised, to spare no 
pains, in the truest spirit of equity between both parties, to get at the real truth. 
You are desired studiously to impress this principle on all the magistrates 
subordinate to you, 

6. With reference to the petitioners' complaints against the Officiating Joint 
Magistrate of Jessore, you will be so good as to call upon Mr. Skinner to submit, 
through you, an explanation of the matter alleged regarding him. 


(No. 1291.) 

Copy of paras, 2 to 4, forwarded to the (’ommissioner of Rajahshye, for his 
information. 


From A, Grate, Esq., Commissioner of the Nnddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 94 Ct.), dated Allipore, the 14th 
April 18G0. 

Sir, 

On receiving your letter (No. 1290), dated 28th ultimo, with enclosure, No. 6, dated 29th 
I issued the annexed orders to the magistrates of Nuddea, Jessore, and Barraset, ultimo, 
and called for the explanation required from Mr. Skinner. 

2. Tills explanation’^ I now beg to lay before * his Honor the Lieutenant • In originnl. 
Governor, togctlnu' with copy of Mr. Molony’s letter, forwarding it. The cas(j 
of the 49 men alluded to in the petition as having been imprisoned by Mr. 

Skinner is, as I suspected wlien I read the passage, that of rescue reported to 
Governiiierit on the 23cl ultimo. 


JL 


From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of tlie Nuddea Division, to the Magistrates 
of Jessore, Nuddea, and Barraset (No. 5 Circular), dated Allipore, the 29th 
March 1860. 

Sir 

The fbllowing extract from Government Order (No. 1290), dated 28th in.stant, 
on a petition presented to the Lieutenant (jovernor by Achruf Mnndul and 
others, ryots of certain villages in Nuddea and Jessore, are appended for your 
ouidance. The purport of the petition was to complain generally of the oppres- 
sions practised on the petitioners by Mr. Mcares and other planters, and of the 
proceedings of Mr. Skinner. Paras. 2, 3, and 4. 

<> You are requested further to warn villagers that clamorous and disorderly 
gariicrings under the pretext for petitioning ^vill n(5t^be allowed. Everything 
which they may have to urge will bo patiently listened to, but they will be 
likely to urge far more effectually by entrusting thhir petition to a few than by 
presenting it in a crowd. 

3. Mr. Skinner is required by his Honor the Lieutenant Governor to furnish To Jessore only- 
an explanation of his proceedings complained of in the Petition; which is herewith 
forwarded to you for communication to that gentleman. 
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Prom PJ. W. Mohmcjj, K^q., Officiating M<igistrjite of Jc'ssore, to the Commis- 
sioner oi' Circuit NuddcJi Division, Kislinaghur (No. 90), dated Camp, 
]\Janick(!e(‘, tlie 3(1 April 1800. 

Sir, 

With ndcrenct; to your letter (No. 6), dated tin* 29tli ultimo, forwarding a 
petition from certain ryots, and calling for an explanation of Mr. Skinner’s con- 
duct coih[)Iain(Ml of, I have the honour to forward Mr. Skinner’s explanation. 
The falsity of the allegations in the 7th paragi’a|)h, that they are not under con- 
tracts to sow indigo, is apparent; many of the villagers having since acknow- 
lcdg( (1 their contracts and ili(‘ir willingness to sow, alleging as a reason of their 
previous denials the intimidation of villagers combined to suppress indigo culti- 
vation, and claiming ])olice jirotection from the alxjve villagers to enable them 
to cany out their ciigagemeiils. 1'!ie course adopted by Mr. Skinner to suppress 
the riotous spirit that was gaining ground lias lavn perh'ctly successful, and the 
people in this neighbourhood, and indeed all along the .Tessore border, I think, 
understand the necessity of urging any complaints they mav have in an orderly 
and regular manner. 


Prom C. B. Shniucr, Esip, Officiating Joint Magistrate of Ji^ssore, to the 

Officiating Magistrate of Jessore (No. 09), dated Camp Alanickdee, the 3d 

April 1800. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to furnish the following explanation, as called for in 
Goveinment letter (No. 1290), dated the 28th ullimo, on ])etition of Asruff 
Moudul and others: — 

1st. Petitioners’ abodes are not specified ; 1 cannot tlieiudbre state their indi- 
vidual grlcvaiiees as set fgrtli in clauses 1 and 2 ; nor are the names known 
to me. 

Clause 3 is false. The 49 men referred to are those, the attempt to release 
whom has been reported officially. 1 did not pass sentence on any, hut made 
over the case (viz. of intent to hieak the |)(aice) to Mr. Molony, magistrate of 
Jessore for dccisioii, I liavc^ not attempted in anyway to intimidate any [x'.rsons 
into so^\ing indigo; I have not acted contrary to the provisions of the notifica- 
tion rcfciTcfl to ill pai-as. 4 and 8, whicfi was a fac simile of mv oAvn address to 
the ryots, delivcri'd previously to its n'cinpt ; all my proceedings have been duly 
reported to the Commissioner. 

I have not issued ii singh; order from any place, sav(‘ my tent and Bah^opolc 
Tlninnali, since I came out to these' jiarts. The imputations cast oil me in 
clauses a and (J, arc* falsi', and without foundation. 

Clause 7 docs not concern me. 


PVom A. R. 1 o?o/g, I>(|., Secretary to the Covernment of Bengal, to the 
C(jmmissi(>ncr of NTiddea (No. 1820), dated the 19tli April 1800. 

S"’ . 

1 AM directed to iicknowledgc the receipt ot your letter (No. 94), dated the 
14 til instant, suhmittijig hii explanation from Mr. C. B. Skinner, officiating 
joint magistiate of .lessorc, in regard to tlic allegations contained in a petition 
fiom the inhabitants of certain villages in Jessore, that Mr. Skinner, when applied 
to, did not afford them redress from the oppressions of the indigo planters, and 
that he used coercive measures to force them to sow indigo. 

In reply, I am desired to state that the Lieutenant Governor considers Mr. 
Skinner’s explanation to be quite satisfactory. 
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— No. 23 . — 

From-/!, (h'otc, Esq., Coiiiinis>ioiier oftlh? jNuddi'u DivVioii, lo tlio Secretary 
to tlio Govorniiicril of Be ngal, Fort William (No. 14 ), dated Kislinmdiur, the 
31st March 18(10. 

Sir, 

The eiudosed orij^iii.d petition from Mr. .T. \Vhit(\ of Baiishmidi, Iki'^ drawn 
my attoiitioii to tli(‘ several letters sio’iied L. VV’. 1 Iiitehiiisoii, in the' accoiiipaiiyiiig 
issues of the ‘Mleiio'al liiirkaru.’’ 

2. Ml*, niiteliiiisoo is moonsilf of Ilansklialh', and in (hat eapieilv has lo 
d(icide on questions at is^iie hetua^en thr* ])la:it( i^ and llunr ry(;ls. Tlo're is not 
apparently anythin^,' in the'-i' letters wliieii ohjertioiiahlr^ or imiaM'-onahle, but 
it is unbeeoinin^ lor tlu‘ IkmicIi lo enb r inlo eoiilroversy in the j)u])li(‘ ])apers, 
and I ieconuneiided that Mr. ilncehiiisun be traieTerrrd to anotlier ehowkee. 

3. Mr. AVbite, it sr'eins, eoiii})laiii('(l ^oine time aijo to tlie jndee that the 
moonsiH‘ was arlvisino' tire i*yots, and interfeiino- witli the workino- of his factory, 
but ho was not, on Ixa'ne* called on for proof, able to adduce anvlhiuL;’ stiflieieiitly 
s[)eeifie. The lelters to tlui papers since jrublishod, show at ail e\enls that the 
moonsill’ has strong’ opinions on the indieo question. 


From Mr. John Whitc\ of Ihmsbariah, to A. (Jiotc, Ivsip, t’ommissioiier ot 
Nuddea &c., Kishna^hui*, dated tire 31st Maieh Jis(IO. 

Sii‘, • 

I HAVE th(.‘ lionour lo bring lo your notice wilh I'egrel, the vi'ry i*( pi’clamsible 
manner in whicli Mr. Huleiiinsoii, th(‘ moonsill ol I lan^khally, is eoiidueting 
liiiiiself towards my llaii'klially faelorv, by eontiimally insligating and backing 
tire ryots of ( lovindapore, (a vilhim* in the immediau* m*ighboiirliood ol my 
Haiisklially factory) to I’ebel against tli(‘ lactory*: lliis he lias most successlully 
done, tin? i*yuts being in open iiisnrr*(‘etion. assanlling any o^ my laetory st*rvants 
wlio approach tli(‘ village. I can only attribute this feeling of anirnosit} to my 
having refused Mr. Jliitehinsou permission to live in iny Ironse at ILinskhally, 
on nion* than one occasion, after w hich lie a})()lic<l to my son, who wars occupying 
the housr; lliei*(‘, and was also politely refused by him. 

i\Jr. Hutchinson coinnienced tlie erection ol a cutchei ry in tlu’ midst ol the 
llan.skbally Bazaar*, when the Mahajaiis in a body piot(>stcd and begged my son 
to try and have the site removerl to near the tliaiinah, and on my son s ajj[)li- 
catioii to Mr. Skinner, the judge, an order was obtained to this clfect. Ever 
since the* cireii instances above meiilioiied, Mr. Ilubdiitison hys Jnvariahly shown 
the greatest animosity to my son, and towards the Ilaiiskhallv lact()i*y, by cm- 
courag’ing the ryots, ot Ciovindalqiore to oppose my factory servants in collecting 
my rents and in suwing indigo. 

'1 had occasion to discharge the goimmhta of my llanskhally factory for mis 
condiiet. Mr. J Iirtcliinson took this man into Iris confidence, and in conjunction 
with him tampered with the ryots to imiuce them to oppo-rj the factory. 

Mr. Hutchinson is now living in tliis goinashta’s hoi^e, which is just outside 

the factory compound. * , 

In further proof of Mr. Hutchinson’s hostility to indigo planters iu general, 1 
have the honour to produce six mini hers of the “ llcugai Hurkaru newspaper, 
in wliicii he expresses his opinion openly as opposed to indigo jrlantcrs, thus 
rendering himself unfit to judge impartially between them and the ryots. Under 
these circumstances, I trust you wall see tlic justice of removing Mr. Hutchinson, 
from the neighbourhood of Hanskhally. 
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From A. R. Vcmng, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Comniis:<ioiier of Nuddea (No, 1535), dated 5th April 186(r. 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of you letter, No. 14, dated the 31st 
ultimo, with enclosures, bringing to notice a complaint of Mr, Wiiite, of Bans- 
barriali, against Mr. Hutcliinsun, the moonsiff of llanskhalee, and recommending 
tlie transier of the latter to some other station, on the ground that being a judicial 
officer it was unbecoming on liis part to have entered into a controversy in the 
iiews|)ai)ers on the indigo question. 

Tliere is nothing objectionable, as you justly remark, in the published writings 
of Mr. Hutcliinsun, for which it is proposed to transfer him to some other moon- 
siftship ; and at the present time it is necessary to be very careful in avoiding- 
all measures which would tend unnecessarily to give any color of partizanship, 
on either side, to the proceedings of Government in relation to the indigo 
question. 

Mr. John White, at whose instance you move tlie Government to transfer Mr. 
Hutchinson, is, the Lieutenant Governor believes, the owner of the factory which, 
under tbe management of Mr. White, junior, has been brouglit more than once 
lately unfavourably to the notice of Government, and of the district criminal 
court. Mr. John Wliite commences his present application by charging Mr. 
IJntchinson with misconduet, and it seems that he had made the same charge 
before, hut was able to bring no evidence in supjiort of it. As lie has no more 
evidence now, and as there seems no reason to suspect Mr. llutchiiison of any 
misconduct, whilst there is strong gTonnd to hi) dissatisfied wiili the late manage- 
ment of th(‘ factory, the Lieutenant Governor cannot consent, on this complaint, 
to transfer Mr. Hutchinson. 

Blit yiai may convey in an informal manner to Mr. Hutchinson the Lieutenant 
Governor’s advice not to write any more in the newspapers on the indigo question 
whilst he remains in the office of moonsitr of llanskhalee ; as his doing so, in the 
present (‘xeiti d state of feeling on that subject, may give an opportunity to those 
who take a \iew of that (jut^stion opposite to his, with more or less of plausibility, 
lo impute to biiii jirejudices likely to warp his judgment, in a certain class of 
cases that may come judiciiiliy before him. 


— No. 24. — 

From Lord II, U, Browne, Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Commissioner of Nuddea, (No. 821), dated the 6th March 1860 

Sir, 

I AM directed by llic Lieutenant Governor to call your attention to a letter in 
tlie ‘‘ Englishman newspajicr of the 27th ultimo, signed “ Walter Ken Waller, 
Surgeon E. B. Railway,’’ bringing to notice certain violent proceeedings in the 
Nuddea District^a'nd to slate that as the writer alleges certain occurrences to have 
taken place, his evidemee should be taken, and such subsequent proceedings 
instituted as may be necessary in the case, unless the matters referred to by the 
writer have been previously taken up by the magistrate. 


Sir, 


the Editor of the “ Englishman.” 


Witliout entering into flic questions at issue between the Nuddea indigo jdanters anct 
their ryots, so diligently fomented by a portion of the Calcutta weekly press, I tliink it a 
duty, and that 1 may serve the ]mbUc cause, by informing you of some recent occurrences, 
the evident consequence of the acts of those persons who see in every planter a demon, 
and ill every ryot an angel. . r * 

I have been five months in this district, and have had ample opportunity of forming 
opinions as to the truth of such ideas, and need scarcely say I cfitFer widely with the 

originators of them. . . i /I 

You are aware how the disinclination on the jiart of the ryots to sow indigo has spreaa 
throinffiout this district — a refusal disastrous probably in its effects, but to which per se 
email Objection can be taken, if we allow others the same freedom of thought, and action 

n we 
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we claim for ourselves. But passive resistance to the fulfilment of contracts appears to 
have ceased, and the following instances will show the animus now commencing to pervade 
this part of the country. 

The police are much to blame, as the following will show : — 

On the morning of Sunday last, the 19th instant, the Darogah of with several 

burkundauzes, and from 60 to 70 latiials and spearmen, from Joriimporc village, proceeded 
to the adjoining village and factory ofChnndpore, with the ostensible intention of searching 
f^or anned men in the factory employ. None were found ; but that tlic visit might not be 
profitless, two poor men engaged at the time in gathering date-juice were beaten severely, 
one of them being also wounded in the calf by a spear; a third man, chowkeedar of an 
adjacent village, was also assaulted, and the three were then induced by threats or bribes 
to prefer complaints against the servants of the Chandpore factory as having attacked and 
ill-treated them, although, as I have said, the assault was committed on them all by the 
Darogah’s own party, and probably under his own eye. This Darogali is a notorious 
drunkard, as 1 could easily prove to you were not proceedings already commenced against 
him in another (quarter. 

Again, this morning, news has been received that the bungalow at Khajoorah factory 
(three miles from Chandpore), together with the chowkeedar’s house, had been jiartially 
destroyed by an incendiary fire. The two buildings being at least a quarter of a mile 
apart, it is not likely that both should have ignited spontaneously or accidentally. 
Khajoorah bungalow is not inhabited except on occasions of business, and during the 
manufacturing season, and so no risk of loss of life was incurred; but if matters do not 
improve we may expect those factories which arc inhabited to become the objects of attack, 
a prospect of anything but a pleasing character, and one which probably the ryot’s sol <Usant 
friends and unsolicited counsellors had not anticipated. 

If Government would give the planters fair play, instead of condemning them on 
ex parte statements, if they would but disclaim the diligently circulated rumour that they 
intend to discourage the growth of indigo, if they would re[)la(‘c the present tedious pro- 
cess for uon-fulfilmcnt of contract in a civil court by a cheap summary ])r()cess in a 
mafj'istrate’s, if they would but assist in showing that the interests of planters and ryots 
are not antagonistic, we might look forward to a future less gloomy than that which 1, for 
my part, fear is ajiproaching, to both parties concerned. 

I am, &c. 

Kishnaghur District, 23 February 1860. If^alter Km Waller, 

Surgeon, Eastern Bengal Railway. 


From A, Grotty Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal ; (No. 81 Ct.), dated Allipore, 22d March 
1800. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter, (No. 821), dated the Cth instant, drawing my atteiiiion 
to a letter in the “ Englishman ” newspaper of the 27ih ultimo, signed Walter 
Ken Waller, I beg to submit herewith copy of a letter from the officiating 
magistrate of Nuddea, (No. 83), dated the 13ih instant, bearing on the subject. 


From IV. J. Herschel, Esq., Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Commissioner of 
Circuit, Nuddea Division; (No. 83), dated Kishnaghur, 13 March 1860. 

In reply to your memorandum, (No. 90 Ct.), dated the 9th instant, I have the 
honour to state that all the allegations mentioned by Dr. Waller, in the 
Englishman ’’ newspaper, are under investigation. , . v/r 

The charge of drunkenness against the Darogah (allyded to also in Mr. Mcares 
letter to Government) has been disposed of. The Darognli has been acquitted of 
the charge, which appears to have originated in the, natural roughness of his 

manner. . . . . , 

I may mention that the stories current of two factories having been burnt by 

the rvots in this district are halt false and partly exaggerated. , 

The wounding case is under inquiry by Mr. Maclean, and the Khajooras 
arson case also. Immediately on the facts being *cSrtained, you shall be 
informed of them. 

P. S. —Signed in camp, 16th March. To-morrow’s weekly report will con- 
tain fuller particulars. The Khajoora case is open to doubts. The fact is that the 
thatched verandah of a small out-factory at Khajoora has been burnt down; 
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the door-posts have also been destroyed by the flames, and a chair and some 
of the furniture injured. Mr. Maclean re[)ort8 against its having been an act of 
incendiarism, but >ny own opinion inclines the other way. There is absolutely 
no direct evidence, anil the factory people have taken no steps whatever in the 

matter. 


From A. Grate, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
tlie Government of Bengal ; (No. 62 Ct.), dated the 6th March 1860. 

Sir, 

In case his Honor the I.ioutenant Governor may have been led l)y the state- 
ments lately made in the newspapers, to apprehend that serious disturbances may 
be expected in tlie Nuddea district, 1 beg to lay before him, in original, the first 
of a series of weekly reports which 1 have for the present called for from the 
magistrate. 

2. At my .suggestion, Mr. Herschel has gone to Goberdangah, and I intend in 
a dav or two to proceed to the Gyeghattah Dak bungalow to have an interview 
with him. Meanwhile, I have instructed him to the purport of the enclosed 
letter, on the receipt of a very urgent appeal from Mr. Mearcs of the Lokenath- 
pore concern. As the litter complained of the conduct of the Joyrampore ryots, 
who had petitioned Government, atid described them as misleading and insti- 
gating other villagers who had already taken their advances, 1 thought it right 
to draw the magistrate’s attention to his Honor’s orders on the petition in 
question, received only yesterday, and more especially to that passage in it which 
should correct the erroneous imjrression said to prevail among tlie people that 
Government is opposeil to the cultivation of indigo. 

3. I do not myself apprehend that the ryots will generally be aggressive ; 
but from all accounts there is a strong and nearly unanimous indisposition on their 
part to .sow indigo, and thi^s is not confined to those ryots who have declined to 
take advances. This is of course a subject of much alarm to the planters who 
have advanced, antj attempts may be made to avoid impending ruin or heavy 
losses by sowing for themselves. In this case there may be some serious affrays. 
The first fall of rain will put an end to the present state of suspensi'. 

4. The return of tlie original enclosure is requested when no longer required. 


First Weekly UEronT on tlic state of the Indigo Districts in Nuddea, from IF./, 

nerschel, Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, for tlie Week ending 3d March 

1860. 

1. Tins heing tlie first report, [ must revert to the date of my taking charge, on the 
20tli Fel)ru.ary. The principal signs of excitement were then in the Southern Thaniiahs, 
where tlie ryots and the Bcugal Indigo Comjiany were in disjmlc. 

2. Previous to thaj; date, Mr. Campbell, an assistant of Mr. Larmour’s (the imager of 
the companv), had*gone on the 5lli January to measure some fields, hut was driven off by 
the ryots, Ids amecn and gomastah and khalasces being taken jirisoncrs, and subsequently 
released the same day. No [lersonal injury was done to anyone. In this case, Syam 
Chimder I’al Chowdhery, the zemindar, is cliarged with the instigation of tlie attack. 

3. On tlie 17th of January, Mr. Hyde, an assistant in the same concern, going to test 
measurements, bad two eloils.throwu at him by the ryots. He was not hurt. 

4. On tlie 3d of Fcbrffary, Mr. Cainjibell again went to measure lands in another 
village in tlie same neighbourhood, and under the same zemindar, where he was assaulteoj 
knocked off his horse, atuf severely beaten by hired lattials. In none of these cases did 
the ryrtts make any complaint 

5. On the 17th of February, Mr. Hyde, going again to measure in another village, was 

prevented by the ryots, and his aincen and khalaeee were seized in his presence, and 
carried off to the Thannah, with a petition, saying that Mr. Hyde had come with lattials, 
who had been driven off by themselves with loss of the two prisoners. ' 

6. On the 20th of February, the ryots of Nowhattali, in which Mr. Campbell had been 

first refflsted, sent a lattial into the Tliannah, as having been captured in an attempt 
(successfully resisted) to caiTy off the village cattle. The witnesses to th’is case broke 
down com^etely, but no counter complaint was lodged. ^ , 
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7. With these exceptions no breach of the peace lias occurred in Goburdaugah Thannab, 
but several petitions have been put in by the ryots protesting their aversion to cultivate 
indigo. 

8. Saursha Thannah has all along been quiet. 

9. So has Asaroo (Bagdah) Thannah. 

10. The Santipoor sub-tlivision is quiet, there being very few planters in it. 

11. In Hanskally the feelings of both parties are very warm, and numerous petitions 
are presented, but no breach of the j)eace worth mentioning has occurred since the first 
serious affray at Gobindpoor (Mr. White’s factory of bansberiah), 

12. In Hadra I expect any moment to hear of an affray ; but the only tangible com" 
plaint preferred to rnysclf has been one of kidnap])ing, so dearly resting on false witnesses 
that I nad no hesitation in drop[)ing the search for tlie missing man and dismissing the 
case. 

13. A complaint, however, was preferred in December last, to the effect that six men 
of the village of Sonnpookheriah had been seized on the 26th of that month by a party of 
lattials dispatched from the lladra factory. Search for them failed, and it was only by 
an accident that they were all released on the 23d February. Their depositions wear 
an appearance of truth, which the unanimous alibi pleaded by all the defendants supports. 
They relate that they were marched about k> almost every factory in Mr. Hill’s concern. 
They do not, however, charge anvone except the lattials originally employed to seize. 
They say they never saw anyone but their guards, and never saw daylight. The case is 
not absolutely free from doubt; it is however impossible but that, if true, it will he per- 
fectly clear at last. 

14. About the middle of January information was given that two men of Pathurghatr. 

tall had been carried off on the market day. They were searched for without effect, hut 
yesterday they appeared at the Thannah Hadra, saying they had been released in the 
night. This case is by no means proved yet; but as no less than five men have been 
missing from this village for some weeks, T report it, particularly as the six men men- 
tioned in the previous case say they met these two in confinement. At the same time, 
with these two men a third (also of Patliurgliatta) ap})cared at the Thannah, and stated 
that he had been im])rls()ncd since the 24th Agriin (early in December), and had been 
released at the same time as the two just mentioned. No complaint had been lodged ol’ 
this before, the plaintiff saying he had no friends to report it. This man also was seen by 
the Sonnpookheriah men while in detention. ^ 

15. In the end of October, Jamirat, a man of Pathnrghatta, complained that he and 
two others had been (‘arried off by the Dewaii of Hadra factory (Mr. Furlong’s), and that, 
after a few days im|)ris()nment in different factories, he escaped while being sent from one 
to another. His companions have not yet been found. They were both, however, seen 
at one of the factories where the 8onnpo(»klieriab men wore confined. 

16. In the Daiiioorlioodah Sub-dlx i.^'ion there had been no outbreak of excitement till 
the 20tli, on which day a sliglit affray took place at Chandpore ( Mr. Chardoii’s fiict6ry, in 
Mr. Mcares’ Lokenatliporc concern), in which a ryot, iMadarec Sheik was wounded by a 
Surkee in the calf of the leg (a bad woiiml, but not daiigcrouh). 

17. A petition has been put in by a Clnovkcedar of Mr. Chardon’s factory to say that 
an attempt has hoeii madt* to hum it do\\ u ; hut a.*^ tlu.'> \Na> .''C\cial da\s ago, and no 
complaint was made at the lliaiinah, and no attempt has lu'cn niade to piovc the (*ase, 1 
do not altogether trust the complaint. The Darogah has made no repiu t of it. I expect 
a report fjH)m personal investigation of Air. Maclean in a day or two. 

18. Very numerous petitions have been presented hy the i^ots, and j)iop(nlioii- 
ately by the planters in that neighbourhood ; the former of the usmll Jtlnd, ohj(‘cting to 
take advances, and stating their a])prchcusions of force being used; the latter accusing 
different parties of instigating the r) ots. 

19. The above statements contain every actual breach of the peace that has occurred 
worth reporting- during the last few months. They do not repiajscnt the heat of the feel- 
incr that exist8,'’aiid I must say I think it rather creditable to the ladice under my prede- 
cessors that no more serious riot has taken place. Kidnappirfg^however, is a crime which 
no police can prevent, and none but a detective police can punish, and in the latter we arc 

certainly deficient. • 

20. As to the measures adopted, besides the ordinary penal remedies, I may rc{Kjrt that 
Mr. Maclean (an officer on whom, from what I have seen, I have considerable reliance), 
has gone out to Damoorhoodah, where the best Darogah, Gresh Chunder Bose, of tlie^ 
Kutwally, has ako been sent, and where the police has be^ reinforced from other 
Thannahs, and tliat I am about to leave to-morrow myself for Goburdaugah for a sliort 
Tkit, where I will make the changes recommended by yourself. 

21. These reports will be continued weekly while necessary. 
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From A. R, Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 

Commissioner ot the Nuddea Division; (No. — ), dated Fort William, the 

17th March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, (No. 62 Ct), dated the 
6th inslant, submitting the magistrate ot Nuddea’s first weekly report upon the 
present disturbed state of adairs in that district, and in reply to state, that the 
Lieutenant Governor approves of the measures adopted by yourself and by the 
local officers, at your suggestion, with a view to allay the prevailing excite- 
ment. 

2. His Honor feels assured that Mr. Herschel will spare no exertions to get 
at the truth, as to the numerous cases of complaint for false imprisonment 
alluded to in the 12th and three follovving paragraphs of his report. 

3. The original enclosure of your letter is returned. The letter of instruc- 
tions to Mr. Herschel, referred to in your second paragraph, did not accompany 
your communication under acknowledgment. 


From A, Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal ; (No. 70 Ct.), dated the 12th March 1860. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter of llie 6th instant, (No. 62 Ct.), I liav e the honour 
to lay before liis Honor the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, the original second 
Weekly Report on the slate of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea, and to 
request the favour of your returning the same when no longer required. 

I have been for two days with Mr. Herschel, who is now uoing to Damoor- 
hoodah. His transfer of some of the darogahs has been judicious. As be has 
personally opened the Boiigoiig Sub-division, I have approved of his retaining 
charge of it until relieved ; and should Government see no objection to the 
measure, I propose that Mr. McNeil he temporarily appointed to it. It is of 
imporiance that a good officer stays liere for the next few weeks. 


»Second Wr:EKLY Repokt on the state of the Indigo Districts in Nuddea, from J, 

Herschel, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, for the Week ending 10th March 

1860. 

No breaches of the peace have occurred up to date in the south of the district, nor up 
to Friday evening in the nortli. Mr. Maclean reports from Damoorhoodah tliat the excite- 
ment is no less, though both parties are more cautious for his presence. He does not an- 
ticipate anything like a show of violence on tlic part of the ryots on their own motion ; 
and, as the planters « 3 cin sensible of the danger of provoking it, I am in hopes that peace 
at all events will h5 preserved. 

The ryots, liowcver, in that district seem determined not to sow indigo in several 
villages, the old impression that Government wishes to stop planting being still pre- 
valent. 

1 have been myself to the Bongong Sub-division to ascertain the temper of the ryots in 
the south of the zillah. ' 

In Mr. Lannour’s own esfates (where he holds zemindareo rights) the ryots are pre- 
pared to sow as usual, brft they are not to be considered as reliable in this respect 
The open determination of »their fellows on the estates of neighbouring Zemindars^ 
to whom Mr. Larmour has made advances, to refuse all further connexion with the 
factory, has had an effect on them which may still induce them to break their contracts. 
At present, however, cultivation is going on quietly. It is on the estates of native Zemin- 
dars that the ryots are showing the worst signs, particularly on that of Syam Chunder, 
Chowdhery. The assaults on Mr. Lamiour’s assistants (Messrs. Campbell and Hyde) 
reported last week as having occurred some time ago, were all committed by these ryots, 
and I am glad to say that on no other estate has any personal violence been offered to 
Europeans. ^ ! 

The whole of these cases have been taken up, and (with one exception, wlueU will come 
on for decision on Tuesday next) have^been disposed of during the week. Convictions yave 
been obtained in all. 
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The most serious one, in which Mr. Campbell stated that he had been knocked off his 
horse, and beaten till he was insensible, has to a certain extent proved a mistake Mr 
Campbell h^ just been measuring some lands, which the ryots assert he had no riirht to 
do. The villagers gathered together ; one or two men seized his horse’s bridle ; two men 
from the crowd struck him with their laUies, one on the shoulder and the other more slightl v 
on the back. _ The horse reared and fell, and Mr. Campbell must have been stunned by 
the fall. It 18 quite clear, from the absence of all other marks, that he was not struck 
after he fell. I am bound also to say, that the witnesses in this case had not been pro- 
perly warned before being produced. Mr. Campbell’s own statement of what occurred 
up to the moment of his fall was temperate and reliable, and one man has been convicted 
on it, and sentenced to a year’s imprisonment I regret much that no more of the defen- 
dants could be punished. 

In none of the other cases was any very serious bodily harm done, and the sentences 
have been in proportion. 

I mention this much, as the temper of tho ryots here is supposed to be more violent 
than it really is. In all these cases their object seems to have been to show determi- 
nation enough to prevent the planters from coming to the village again, but not to, 
revenge supposed injuries. The difference appears to me mateiial, and its record but* 
just. 

On the 7th I received at Bongong the reply of the Lieutenant Governor to the petition 
of the Lokenathporc ryots. I published here, and forwarded to Mr. Maclean for publica- 
tion, the enclosed jicrwannah to the police, with extracts from the order. 

The extracts appeared to be all that was of general importance in the order, and the 
perwannah will, I hope, be found to be in accordance with its spirit. 

The order has already been beneficial. Some of the villagers, who had bitlicrto hesitated 
to act up to their agreements, have now expressed their willingness to do so, and one of 
the hostile Zemindars has sent conciliatory orders to his ryots ; but on Syam Chiinder’s 
estates the ryots are as firm as before. They deny, indeed, that they have taken advances, 
but against this is the statement of Mr. Larmour’s assistant, that he gave it to them with 
his own hand. This morning I learn that these ryots interpret tlic order as a prohibition 
to sow indigo. I am not sorry, therefore, that I have already told both parties that for 
further interpretation of the law they must look to the court alone. 

I have seen enough already of the risks attending such proceedings as the public expres- 
sion of opinion through the Mofussil Police on matters of private interest in dispute. 
Nothing, therefore, but the growing strength and consequences of the rumour wliich, 
arising from such a step, has gained ground among the ryots as to the hostility of Govern- 
ment to indigo planting would have induced me to counteract it by a second step, which 
must for a time embarrass my position with both parties still further than I found it to be 
on my arrival in the zillah by the first. 

But the consequences had already become important. To the planters, indeed, they 
were vital, and they threatened to become serious to the imblic peace of the district on the 
first fall of rain, and that was already falling. 

Under these circ.umstanccs the perwannah will, I hope, meet your approbation and that 
of the Government. 

fV, J. Herschel, 

12 March 1860. Officiating Magistrate. 

P. S. — I have received, since writing the above, a note from Mr. Maclean, refiorting 
a circumstance which, unless I can induce the planters to prove their disavowal of its 
origin, may, I much fear, complicate matters exceedingly in tho .Damoorlioodah Siih- 
dmsion. A few nights ago, on the 7th and 8th, tlie village of Doodhpethicy was fired, 
and 28 houses were burnt down. The circumstances leave little room tor doubt that the 
act was one of incendiarism. From previous occurrences it is natural to attribute it to 
the agency of the Lokenathporc factory. This is tlic conclusion to which the ryots liave 
at once come. Two men, of low standing indeed, attached to the ’fjictory, arc named by 
the ryots. It is hardly credible that any Englishman can have given orders for such a 
ideed, but it is not impossible that it may nave been committed for the express purpose of 
inducing an exiilosion of feeling by third parties. I have written to Mr. Meares, sug- 
gesting either the offer of a higli reward by the planters for the discovery of the offender, 
or, if possible, a subscription in favour of the sufferers. Unfortunately, the property 
’destroyed is estimated at 5,000 rupees. , 

W..l, HerscheU ^ 

Officiating Magistrate. 


From A, R. Young , Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division ; (No. 1024), dated Fort William, 
the 19th March 1860. » 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter (No. 70 Ct.), dated the 
ll 2 th instant, encl(» 8 ing in original Mr. HerBcbel’s second weekly report on the 
stale of the indigo districts in Zillah Nuddea, and in reply to inform you that 
72 . p p 3 the 
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the Lieutenant Governor approves of your proposal to appoint Mr. McNeil 
temporarily to the charge of Bongong Subdivision, which he has been directed to* 
join with as little delay as possible. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor desires to be famished with copies of the orders 
passed on all the cases under trial, and which have been tried since Mr. Herschel 
took charge of the Subdivision, connected with disputes between the servants of 
indigo factories and ryots. 

3. The original enclosure of your letter is herewith returned as requested, a 
copy being kept for record in this office. 


^From A. Grate, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to ihe Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 7) ; dated Kishnaghur, the 
29tli March 1860. 

Sir, 

With advertence to para. 2 of your letter (No. 1024) of the 19th instant, 
I have the honour to forward herewith, in original, the decisions of Mr. Herschel, 
officiating magistrate of Nuddea, in cases connected with disputes between the 
servants of indigo factories and ryots. 

2. I request the favour of your returning the original enclosures when done 
with. 


Prosecutor 
Ills witnesses - 


Defendants 


Their Witnesses 
Crime charged - 


- G. H. Hyde. 


1. Moteelal lioy. 

2. Izhar MunduJ, 

I 3, JarifMundul. 

^ 4. Phcltii Mundul. 

5. Badan Shekh. 

6. Bori Mohammed. 
- 7. Moonshee Shekh. 


8. Mokarim Mundul 

9. Nixsim Mundul 

10. Badan Ivhamar. 

11. Amir Mundul. 

12. Jainf Sirdar. 

13. Safardi Sirdar. 


Peocekdings, 

Geor(/e llmmlfon sworn ])eforc the officiating magistrate of Nuddea, 5th March 

1860. On the morning of the 17th of Fehruary 1 went to Foolsurra to measure certain 
indigo lands. I measured there for some time, and tiieii went on to Panehpotha and com- 
menced^ ineaMiring (liere. Moteelal Boy came out, mounted on horse-haek, with some 80 
men. they surrounded me. Four or five of them eanglit the horse hy the bridle, and 
Moteelal eoming up made a blow at me with liis stick ; it striuik the horse on the hack, and 
at the same time 1 gave the horse the spurs, and the otluu’s av ere shaken off, and I got off 
to (lyeglialta. As 1 A^ent I was pelted l)y clods, one of Avhieh broke in my solah hat 
{hat in^()dncid,hrokni^jii the rim)\ J was hit 'in several ])laccs on the body, and my horse 
als(U and I Avas obliged to ride hard for the faet(‘ry. I have not dared to leave it since; 

^ ^ helds. I have been obliged to keep to the roads. The ameen * 

and the kalasbee Avere seized ami taken to the pharee at Bclta. I rode in to Kishnaghur 
imxt morning, to complain to the magistrate, and was instructed to put in my petition to 
the Darogah, as the case was being investigated by him. 

Quest tolled the Court , — Ijjfcf any but the tAvo men, your ameen and Khalashee, accom- 

p^uy you . One more, the thikka khalashee. We Avere only four men altogether. I posi- 
tively swear tliis. * ^ i 

which you Avent to measure ? — The fields belonged to the 
ryots ot 1 anchpotha ; 1 don’t knoAv to Avhieli one in particular. 

Then what did you go to do, not knowing whose field it was?— -We make advances to 
the ryots of a particular villa|jo to soav indigo. The ameen and his khalasliees go to the 
village after the advances arfover, and, witli the ryot, measure the land for whi^ he has 
taken advance. I afterwards test the measurements, to see that the factory is fairly tufated 
as well as the ryot. These lands had been advanced for and measured, with wO ryot’s 
consent, before I went. I took out the jarif chitta with me, which is a note-book conapiled 
by the ameen> showing the name of the ryot and the extent of land which he has engaged 
to cultivate. 


Had 



INDIGO CULWATIQH IN’ BENGAL. 




1231 

Had you picked out auy particular field for measuremeat in this case ?— No ; the assault 
'vras Blade before 1 had time to do it 

Could you recognize any one of the defendants ? — I could recognize Moteelal Roy, but 
no others. 

Do you charge any others ? — No, I don’t know them nor their names. The Darogah, in 
his inquiry, has found the riot proved against six or seven men, whose names I don’t know, 
but I wiflh to prosecute them as well. 

Bori Mohammed . — Defendant, present, asks no specific question. 

Nasimooddeen * — The same. 

Moliarim . — Asks what mischief he has done to the Saheb, for wliieh he is charged. It 
is explained liim tliat he is charged as one of the riotous assembly which beat liim and 
pelted him. 

Kalachand Skehh Wit — As above; recognises 3, Safaiid Sirdar. 13, 12, 2, first seized 
the bridle; and 1, a servant of Syam Chunder Pal, came up on horseback, and taking a 
lattee from a lattial, &c. 

Questioned by Defendant, Mohirim , — Does not know whether Safarid, Jarif Sirdar, 
Izhar Mundul, and Jarif Mundiil were in Kishnaghur or not that day ; knows they were 
at the Saheb’s horse’s head that day. 

Dahnath As above; recognises 1, 3, 2, 12, 13, as seizing the bridle. Besides, as 

concerned in the row generally, 9, 10, 5, 7. 

Sadhoo Khalashee.-^l, 2, 12, 13, 3, seized the bridle. Besides these 1 1, 8, 2, 3, 13, 12. 


6th March. 

George Hyde, re-examined.— Recognises Moteelal, iirescnt, distinctly; and believes he 
recognises Izhar, but cannot be certain. 

Dehnath i?asu.— liecosnises 1, 2, 3, 12, 13. 1 struck at the Sal.cb whli a stick, and 

tlie others seized his bridle, 

Sadhoo, Khalashee. — Ditto, ditto. 

Kalachand Ditto, ditto; has known them all for a long time. 


26th March 1860. • 


Defendant (6th March at Bonbon"), denies; says he has nothinjr to d" w,il, 
indigo. Why should he beat the Saheb? Calls witnesses to jirove that ‘ he did not 
beat” 


Witnesses for Moteelal, Defendant— In Phalgun on .5th or 6th ; I went to buy rice at 
Moteelal’s house; Soojjaddie Mnndiil came also. I bouglit the nee and went lioinc. 
Moteelal fought with no one. It is half a mile Iroin there to where llio Sahel) had Ihe 


row. 


Sooijaddie As above. Leaving Motec^s house, 1 saw a row going on, and saw 

the Sieb with some ryots quarrelling. Saw the Saheb push ^asim ; the ryots protested, 
and seized the servants of tlie Saheb. 


Decision. 

Puttin<r the two eases together, it is aliundantly clear that Mr. Hyde went aecoin|)anied 
onlv bv tfiree measuring servants to measure certain lands, and was surrounded bv a < on- 
Smbffiy orryots, who, led by Mootcelal, Defendant drove M.r. Hyde off with blmi s 

.f .tick, .na d-K ....1 " I":!::!: 

S*wM*^ven^for tire assault by the plaintiff having pushed Nasiin. But. this statcimiit 

is very different from that made bv the witnesses for "Httn ' n 

introduced only to throw in a doubt on the case. I consider that Mi. Jlyde st. tei n 
8 miite intact ^and as the alibi is as usual worthless, and was not even nrgmd at the ti 
41.0 wns taken T convict Motee of the crime chargal; and conbidermg that be \ 

Se £ TaX a bTow, XI did not hit the plaintiff, thaPie ha.1, according to ns ow n 
mithirn- to do with the dispute, and that it was in his power, and that of the 
Bteteinent, noth! „ ^ ^flthout resortm.' to violence, 

“intanJe linl^ to three months’ imprisonment, and a fine of 50 rupees, in del^ult of which 
he will he imnrisoned for three months more ; and for each penod of imprisonment In 
JaTSytff or Kbour i. dSnll, <111 the 6m b. |«..l.r tb. ..o.rnrc 

w. }. Hersckel, 

26M«,bl860. 
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The remidhii:^ Defendilin^ presdnt, Izhar Mwdid^ Jariff Mp^dBl> Jcaif Sir^l Srfiftirid 
SiiPdl^, at KielinagferK 0e dkylil (plibfttioii 'But on1r|^rririj|^ 

it a|ip^8 Have beeu prcfeeitea oU the 18tn, wheread the pofi piace oh the 

17th i^bruary. The fact of the presentation of this petition makes me mclit^ to 
believe the witnesses for flie prosecution thim before ; and I convict the def^dauts of haying 
joined in the riotous assault on the plaintiff > . ' t ’ f » 

As I find that the punishments inflicted at Bongon^ have had their due effect in prevent 
ing violence on a; subsea uent occasiim, I will not punish these defendants so striptly. . 'Jh^ 
seizui^ of the servants forms no part of the charge. , 

They are sentenced each to a fortnight’s simple imprisonment ,, : ^ > 

JT.J.maiihel, \ " 

26 March I860. 

Nasiraooddeen, the same ; to take effect on the conclusion of his preaetft term. 

* W. J, ff&schel, 

. 26 March 1860. Offteia^ l^strate^ 


J. S. Campbell, a native of Scotland, being duly sworn by the Bible, saith, that— J atn 
an assistant in the Bengal Indigo Company, living at Jy poor F actory . On tbs' 5th J aitMlPry 
1860, I went to test the measurement at Noyhattah. I had measured about 16 handE^ 
when all the ryots came out from the village of Noyhattah with spears and lattees, numbei^* 
ing about some 200 men ; and I saw a man on horseback, a red horse, giving orders to the 
lattials to take me and my gomastah, Rogoomoney Mookherjeya, prisoners. The name of 
this man I ascertained to be Nobin Biswas, gomastah of Syam Chunder Pal Chowdry, 
zemindar. They took the gomastah, ameen, Bheemchand Paulit, Mosohdy, khalasee,«am 
Jibun Sheik, ticca khalasee, and were about to take me, only I succeeded to get atTay 
from them on horseback. They went in near cul to intercept me in the next village, but 
I succeeded to get there before. I saw my gomastah, ameen,4and khalasees taken prisoners. 
About five hours afterwards the people came back to me, that they were kept in dur^m 
vt7/in Nowboteah bazar, in whose house I cannot say, and after five hours let go. It was 
about nine o’clock in the morning when all this happened. I did not know any of the 
assistants’ names, neither could I recognize any of them, but mv officers who were ts&en 
prisoners know them, and could recognize them. I had no other witnesses on the spot 
except my gomastah and the* other men who were with me, and who suffered. I think 
Syam Chunder Pal Chowdry had instigated the ryots to attack me and ray serv^ts, and 
thereby not blowing us to measure the lands, I understand that the above zemindar ^ 
been bound over to keep the peace towards the Bengal Indigo Company for a year, which 
year h^ not expired yot. 

Taken before me this day, the 11th January 1860, at Chobeea. 

J. S. Campbell, 

Henry Maclean^ 

Deputy Magistrate. 


fobin Biswas. 


7 th March, 

Sworn again. 

1 recognise the man present as the man whom I saw on horseback (Nobin Biswair is 
pointed out). . \ , 

By Defendant. — I, think you were dressed in white; you were ahead of the ;otheW* 
I never saw you before. 

By the Court — How then can you swear to him now ? — I saw him tinder clrcitiiistaneea 
that made a strong impression, at a very short distance, about . 40 yarda oflj, }and> I W 
positive this is the man. ^ j JJ 

DzemoTs, : - .e. 

On looking over Mr. Campbell’s evidence before the deputy mfl^slirate, I fihff ^Hte! 
stated then that he could ffot recognize any of his assistants. He ma^ hate twt 

he did not recognize them at .the time, but could if he saW Aem sgaiA ; butW 
evidence against a prisoilljr rests, as m this case, solely on 1:he Vtat^eir of 6n^ nto 
(I reject the witnesses as worthless in this as in the otner„cw)^ it is essentu 
would not he oj^n^to any misinterpretation or 4oubi The ndtdS ^lt '^ 

enough to throw a doubt over any recognition^ attd though I 'dinibt h^’^ik^ 
bell trusts hb own judgment now in tecbgaiziii^ the prisoner,* it iB tiiit 
to rest on ti^t aloipietfV V’ r. / " ' " 

I aoqmb th4 priiotteta 

W.J.HericMi 

26 March 1860. * ' ' 
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The Information and Deposition of James Stuart Campbell, taken on Oath before mo 
Edward Drummond, Magistrate and Justice oi’ tlie Peace in and for the District of 
Nuddea, on the 4th February 1860. 

Ox the morning of the 3d, ycstordnv, T went to rc-incasure the indigo lands in Ihin- 
darkhola village, which belongs to Sham Chunder Pal Chowdrv. I rc-measurcd ail the 
lands ; after doing so, I was proceeding by the road to the next ^ illage of Rossoolpore, 
when I was attacked by about ‘200 men armed with lattces and spears. They immcdlatclv 
surrounded me, and the lattials bent my horse on the head, which caused liim to rear, and 
fall upon me ; at the same time they struck me a severe blow with a lattee on the right 
shoulder, and after 1 w^as down beat me severely on the small of the back. 1 was stunned 
by the severe beating and the fall of the horse, and lay there insensible; after 1 recovered 
my senses, the whole of them were out of sight. I imagine I must have lain there without 
iny hat (topee) in the sun for an hour ; I then got up and went to Kurrispore. i\ly horse 
was scampering all over the country, and the ryots of Kurrispore caught him for me. 

Do you know the names of any of those who attacked you? — Yes, Kadee Riswas, Tazoo 
Mundul, Napal Mundul and Jaheer Mumlul. The leaders were Nobin Biswas, Dinonath 
Mitro, Bhobun Mobun Mitro. 

Do you know exactly who struck you? — He Was a lattial, 1 should know him perfectly 
if I saw him. 

Why did they thus attack you? — At the Instigation of Sham Chunder Pal Chowdry. 
He is the zemindar of that village, and wants the lands himself, but his ryots have taken 
their advances from us in the factory. Thc>e villages were; pei-fectly quiet, took their 
advances and measured off their lands, until the issue of a perw.'innah by the deputy 
magistrate of Kalarooah, to say that the ryots need not sow indigo unless they liked. 
The ryots were led to believe that it was a Government order not to sow indigo, as it was 
issued by a (government servant. 

Was any one with you when you were attacked? — I have written the names in the 
Bengalee petition (»f those who were with me, and saw the affair. 

Do you know if tluu’e be any assemblage of lattials anywhere near the spot now? — 1 
believe they arc distributed to the number of about eight or 10, in each of the zemin- 
dar’s villages. 

In what tbannah arc these villages? — Fn thannah Goburdangah. 

How far off is the thannah ? — About 12 or 11 miles, but the Pharrec of Bongong is 
about four or five miles off only, and the naib darogah was at the time within a mile or 
two of the attack. • 

4 February 1860. (signed) E, Drummond, Magistrate. 


6 March I860. 

James Campbell, sworn. 

Did yf)u know the dcfcndaiitH wlio.so namca you have given by name before this, or had 
yon ascertained llicir names since, when you gave your deposition ?— 1 did not know their 
names before ; I ascertained them trom my servants. . t : ht i i / • *• 

Can von reeoimisc any of the men here jiresent? — I recognise Jahnr Mundul (pointing 
him out) as the nian wlio knocked me ofl' the liorsc, L e., who struck tlic horse. I do not 

recognise any of the others. ^ i • i • 

Had you seen Nohin Chunder that day?— No, Ido not rememher seeing him; my 

servants tell me they saw him. % ^ 

By Mokhteear for 1, 2, 3. 

When did you ascertain these names?— The next day. 

How much had you measured in Bhandarkhola?— 28 or 30 hunds. , „ . 

From where you were beaten, in which direction do Bhaiidarkhola and Belta hear, 
from whence you say these lattials came?-l was going toijfards liossoolporc, Bl.andar- 
khola was on my left, about a stone’s throw off, and Belta wa^n the same direction about 
one mile and a half off; I could not sec Belta through Bhandarkhola. 

Where were your servants at the time?— They were I'ouwl about me at speaking 

distance. 

ryots?— The only way to tell a lattial is by 
his latti. A great many had lattees, ami many had spears. 

(signed) }V, J. Herschel, 

Officiating Magistrate. 
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I HAVE examined Mr. Campbell’s body. He has the mark of a scvcrel latty blow or 
blows on his shoulder, and a mark ot slighter nature on the small of the back. 

4 February 18C0. (signed) E. Drummond, Magistrate. 


Prosecutor 
His Witnesses 

Defondant^^ - 

Their Witnesses 
Crime charged 


- James Campbell. 


fl. Nohin Biswas. 

I 2. Dinonath Miter. 

.3. Bhoobau Moliun Miter. 
U. lladee Biswas. 


5. Tazoo Mundiil. 

6. Napal Mundul. 

7. Jaheer Mundul. 


Pjioceedings. 

James Deposes th.at he had been measuring the lands of Bhandarkhola 

village (belonging to Syam Chunder Pal) for indigo, the ryots being under engagement to 
him laid was o-oin"' along the road to Kossoolpore, when he was surrounded by some 200 
hitti’als. who knocked him off his hor.se (hit the horse so tliat he reared and fell over), 
beat him severely as be lay on the ground, and left him for senseless. Names defendants 
1 to 7, I, 2, and 3 being leaders. 

For examination, sec original. 

Mosahil Shekh. — K* above. Says, a.s we were going. Nobin 1 2, and 3, came 
and said, “ Beat the Saheb and drive him oft’, it is Syam Chunder s order; accordingly 
they did so, and Hadee (4), struck the Saheb’s horse, and Tazoo (S), struck the Saheb 
on the bai'k, and Naptil Mundul (6), struck him also, and he fell off the hoi .se, then 7 
struck the Saheb. We ran off and could not see who el-sc beat him. They then left, 
and the Saheb lay there. Names some score of others. 

Examined.— We were not surrounded with the Saheb, wc were outside the crowd. 

'fhe Saheb asked us what we could tell, and wc said what we had seen. I was asked 

*’^*Tl'm defendants 1, 2, 3, were in clean clothes, as now ; they were among the lattials. I 
bad not seen thcMii licfore that day. 

Kala Shehh, Kliala.sliec. — f, struck the horse, same as above; names a score of 
olhers. 

Bheemchmid Malik, — As abovts positivedy swears tliat all three, I, 2, and 3, called 
out to do it, as it was Syam Chunder’s order. 

^ih(l()f/al St/rr , — As above. 

duheer Miiudid’s defence t<» be tiiken, the others released. 

Defendant Jaheer Miimhil pleads alibi at Beltiu 

Parau, BHrh,iiuluze.~()n the 22d of Magh, ,at nine o’clock, defendant was in his own 
house at Belta. 

Izzulali, JJurhiuduze.—D'Mo. I was going through Balia to Beltii. At Belta I was 
passing Jahecr’s house, where 1 saw Jaheer measuring out mustard seed to bouai Munaui. 

Horan, Cliohetdar. — Ditto, ditto. I was going back from Palla to Belta, and saw the 
mustard measured out. 

Sonai Chmrkecdar.—-V>'Mn, as to time; Dallee came to me calling out, Izzat and Poran 
call you. I said. Why ? They said Mr. Larmoiir’s people arc gathered together, hence 
you are called. I went to the biirkundazcs, who took me towards tlie lattials and 
i)ut dohai. The lattials fled. I returned to Belta, and passing through Jaheer s house 
■ went to the naib darogahf Saw Jaheer measuring out mustard to Sonai. I went an 
reported to the darogah, 

Sonai . — Day the saiivi aBout, Jaheer was measuring mustard up to noon. 


Decision. 

The evidence of the'witnesscs is evidently not to be relied on, when they 
Biswas and the two other zemindaree servants with giving the orders for w*® 
there been any such leadership among the defendants; particularly had IN obin, a v j 
short stout man, of high caste appearance, been iircscnt in the front rank ed! 

clothed as described in clean white clothes, and calling out in the tone of authority aueg 
it is quite impossible but that Mr. Campbell must have seen it and noticed it. ^ 

too, was known to Mr. Campbell by sight, lie having seen him to recognise 
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previous occasion when he was assaulted. I cannot therefore look on the witnesses pro- 
duced as other than reckless assertors of what they think best for the interests of the case 
and T set their evidence aside altogether. That the assault took plaice, however, is heyond 
dispute . Mr. Campbell bore the marks of it when he appeared at Kishnaghur. It seems, 
however, from Mr. Drummond’s description of the bruises, that Mr. Campbell must have 
lost his senses throu<^h the fall from the horse, and that the boating was not a repeated 
one. A lattee blow leaves on a white skin an unmistakable mark, and there was only one 
mark of a severe blow ''or blows on the shoulder” (there could not well have bccn‘more 
than two blows on the same spot), and of one slighter one on the small of the back. 
These two blows coincide exactly with Mr. Campbeirs descri])tion of the beating he got 
before he fell from his horse and lost his senses. That his body showed no otiu'r marks 
ie, I think, conclusive evidence that he was not beaten after lie was down. 

This very mitfcerially affects the guilt of the defendants and makes it iiuieh less tluui 
Mr. Campbell evidently thought it to be. 

I rely fully on Mr. Campbelfs recognition of the defendant Jalieer ; and the witnesses 
for the edibi have evidently no ground for one and all remembering the date on which they 
saw defendant measuring mustard, so that the alibi is worthless. 

1 convict defendant of having been the first to seize plaintitf’s bridle in a riotous assault 
eoinmitted on him, and sentcuce him to six months’ imtirisonment and lOl) nuiees tine, in 
default of which he will be imprisoned for six months more. For each six months he will 
])ay a fine of 2.5 nqiccs; for the first within seven days, for the second on the first day of 
the term, in default of which he will labour till the fine be paid, or the seutemre expire. 

7 March 1800. (signed) W. J. Herschd, 

Ofliciating Magistrate. 


Prosecutor 
His Witnesses - 

Defendants 

Their Witnesses 
Crime charged 


- George Hyde. 

- Bekaoolla. 

r 1. Madoo Mollah. 

-“l 2. Beeshoo Mollah. 

[ .‘h A/.imotxldcen Mollah. 


Proceedings. 


Plaintiff sworn, — Deposes that he went I 0 mi‘asure certain lands in the village of 
Gogesbpore, wlum a body of some 50 ryots assembled from the neighbouring thna^ villages 
of Gogesbpore, Mirzafiorc, and Damhattee. A ryot of the name of Madoo Mollah (1 ), 
gave orders to pelt him with clods, and delendants 2 and 3 did so, and bit bis horse, lie 
had to turn away to save himself. 

Bekaoolla,, Wilnes.s. — Is an indigo klialasliee. On the 5th Magh went with the plaintiff 
and others to iMir/.ajiore, where we me.asnrcHl the lands. 1'lien, proceeding at nine o’clock 
to Gogeshpore, the party liegan to measure. Some 30 or 40 ryots of the neighbouring 
villages eamc round tlic Sabeb, and at I’s order 2 and 3 pelted him ; both clods hit (ho 
horse. The Saheb wont off to Baragurreea. The others were prepared to pelt liim too. 
Recognises the three prisoners. 

By Madoo , — I saw you give the order. 

Azim and Bishoo, — Damhattee is about three cpiarters of a mill off; Gogeshpore 
about two stones’ throw. I know all three of old; have seen them fully 25 times. No 
row before the pelting. 

Ilossei ndec. — 111. 

Ramtaraii Chatterjee, — As above, recognises all three. 

Defendant. — Denies; ignores it altogether; sii;^ the plaintiff never went 
to his village; lives in Damhattee. 1 went to Gantee on the m Magh and returned on 
the 18th Magh. • ^ 

By the Conr ^, — I have no quarrel with Bekaoolla, nor with Kamtaram. 

Mado^ Defendant. — Denies ; says it is entirely a false case. Offers an alibi at Nccmtola 
all the 5th Magh. 

Beeshoo Mollah^ Defendant.— Denies ; doesn’t know why he is charged; was with 
Madoo all the 5 th. 

Witnesses to alibi of Madoo and Beeshoo. 

Ram Kornnar Nofit^ Defendant. — Came and bought grass in Neemtolla on the 5th of 
Magh. I shaved them; they staid and ate there, and went away in the evening. 

72, 0 0 2 Examined , — 
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Examined, — I was told on that day by (hesitates) Rahmut Mundul that it was the 5th, 
otherwise I would not have known it. I don’t know what date it is now. 

Kanliai Mundul, — On the 5th 1 and Haran Moola went to Neemtolla, to Rahmat 
Mundul’s house ; reached there in the evening and saw Madoo Mollah, who settled the 
value of the grass for us. Examined about particulars as to dates ; only knows the 5th, 
because Rahmat said the sale is effected, to-day is the 5th. Does not know why he said 
to-day is the 5th. 

Another Witness , — Equally vague. Admits that he only knows it was about that time. 


Decision. 

The case is so clear that T need not recite any reasons for holding the defendants guilty 
. of the crime charged, and in the degrees assigned. 1 convict Modoo and Beshoo, the 
former as instigator of a riotous assault on Mr. Tlydc ; and considering that, whether 
legally employed or not. the jilaintiff was measuring lands in a perfectly peaceable manner, 
and that if the defendants had chosen they might have warned the plaintiff off without 
resorting to violence, I sentence them as follows; — 

Madoo MoUah to three months’ imjirlsonment, and a fine to be paid in seven days of 25 
rupees, in default of which to labour till the line be paid or the sentence expire. 

Beeshoo Mollah to the same period of imprisonment, and the same condition on non- 
])ayincnt of a line of 10 rupees. 

(signed) W, J, Herschel, 

6 March 1860. Officiating Magistrate. 


The defence of Azimooddccu has been given to-day, and takes the same form of an 
alibi. Defendant says he went to buy cattle, but falling ill at a friend’s house returned 
home without doing so. T do not sec why he should not have bought his cattle after his 
recovery, if they were to be had in that neighbourhood. 

I discredit the alibij and sentence the prisoner to three months’ imprisonment and a line 
of 10 rupees, jiayable in seven days, in default of which he is to labour till the line be 
paid or the sentence expire. 

(signed) W, J, llerschel^ 

7 March 1860. Officiating Magistrate. 


Prosecutor 

His Witnesses 
Defendants 

Their Witnesses 
Crime charged 


- Government, on Information 

of Mr. Larmour. 

- Haniff Shekh, Nilmoney 

Kowra. 


Proceedings. 

dth February, — Darogah rciiorts, that while irujuiring into Mr. Campbell’s case at the 
village of Palla, he was informed by the gomashta of Mr. Larmour that there were men 
assembled at the house of Ishan Mookerjee; that he went and found them there, but 
could only seize two, the rest having bolted. 

Two Witnesses^\A\)WQ the capture of the two jirisoncrs, and the flight of others. 

Paran Khan, burkundaze, acconqianied the darogah to arrest the jamaiat bust, a8 
abo\ e. 


Two other Burhindazes the same. 


Nihnony, defendant, says he has been carrying a jiack for Dinosambho Naib of the 
village of Palla; calls witnesses. 

Ilanif Shekh , — Denies; says he was ill and went to show himself to him, when he was 
seized. ^ - * 


Decision. 


There is nothing in the evidence to show that these men are lattials, or were 
assembled to commit a breach of the peace. Neither of them have the appearance 01 
lattials, and I must therefore acquit them. The darogah will, however, take up a charge 
of vagrancy against them, and if they cannot show that they have an honest livellhooa, 
he wul send them up to give security. 

(signed) JV, J. Herschel, 

Officiating Magiatrate. 


6 March 1860, 
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From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nnddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal (No. 71 Ct.), dated 13 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour, as requested, to lay before his Honor the following report 
on the state of things in zillah Nuddea, which has been much exaggerated in the 
daily and other papers published during the last fortnight. 

2. Since the beginnini; of February, the villagers in parts of Messrs. IlilFs 
concern have been manifesting a determination to sow no more indigo. More 
recently this feeling has spread to tlie Lokenatlipore and to several villages of the 
Mulnath concern, and in some cases it has led to noisy demonstrations, which 
have caused alarm, and given rise to the reports of outrages. 

3. To be specific, I will trace a few of these reports to their piobable origin. 
They relate, for the must part, to occurrences in the Darnoorhoodah Subdivision, 
and my information regarding them is derived from Mr. Assistant Magistrate 
Maclean, who joined that station towards the end of February. 

4. The story of the burning of the Lokenathpore Factory alluded to by one 
newspaper correspondent, reduces itself in Mr. Mearcs’ letter to me to the partial 
burning of an out-factory at Kajoorcah. This act was ascribed to incendiaries, 
and a complaint was made accordingly to the magistrate at Kislinaghur, but none 
was made to the local police, and the factory did not push this charge laid before 
the magistrate. There is nothing, says Mr. Maclean, to show that the fire was 
not accidental. 

6. The charge of misconduct brought by the same factory against a police 
darogali was not substantiated to Mr. Maclean’s satisfaction, hut he has sent the 
case to the magistrate for final orders. The best darogali in the district has since 
been transferred to the Darnoorhoodah tliannah. 

0. ^I he demonstration against the Peerpore Factory was a fact. A riotous 
party from Chouadangah approached this factory, 4)ut dispersed of itself and 
quietly. This occurred before Mr. Maclean joined bis subdivision, and was not 
reported to me till a day or two ago. 

7. The impression, which Mr. Maclean sa^s apparently caused tliis and other 
demonstrations, was an apprehension, perfectly groundless, on the villagers part, 
tliai the factory would attack them. 

8. The attacks on Mr. Larmour’s assistants, Messrs. Hyde and Campbell, were 
by villagers whose lands had been measured for indigo. In both cases they were 
bold and unwarrantable. One man only could be ideniified in Mr. Campbells 
case, and he has been punished. 

9. The magistrates, both of Nuddea and Jes^ore, declare to the general 
prevalence of an impression among the villagers that Ciovernment is op[)oscd to 
the cultivation of indigo. In myletter of ihe lOlli February, I reported on this 
subject, and laid before His Honor Mr. Larmour’s letter, praying for the issue 
of a Government notification counteractory of such a niisimpreSsion, I stated the 
result of my deini-official references to Mr. Reid, wlio had been xnarcliine 
through the indigo country, and to Mr. Druinn.ond, who had at first advocated 
a notification. I gave my voice against the issue of one, because the Kallarooari 
deputy maoistrate’s injudicious order, to whicli tlie false inipiession was ascribed, 
was already some five moiitlis old ; and because, sunposing this order to have 
been the real source of the mischief, it would be difficuft after such a lapse of time 
to word another which should simply have the effect of^ounteracting it. 

10 As however, the excitement and mutual mistrust appeared to be spreading, 
I took advantao^e of the Government order on the Joyrampore villagers petiuon 
directly it reached me, and ordered its publication to all parties. This order 
was calculated at least to undeceive those ryots who had taken advances of the 
impression said to have been produced on them by the deputy magistrates 
order, that tliey were at liberty to repudiate their obligations ; I have since had 
an interview with Mr. Herschel at Gyeghattah, and have reason to think that this 
publication will have a good effect. 
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11 . But I regret to have to add that Mr. Heri?>chel received a letter yesterday 
evening from Mr. Maclean, in vrhich the occurrence of a disastrous 6re in a 
village, near Lokenathpore, is reported. This is unfortunate, as it has at once 
been ascribed by the people to the factory underlings. 

12. At the request of several planters in the Dainoorhoodah subdivision 
police burkundazes have been stationed at tlieir factories, and I have told 
Mr. Maclean to order down a small party of the police corps, if he thitd<s it 
necessary to strengthen the tharinah police. I quite agree, however, with him 
and Mr. Herschel tliat no aggressive acts on the pari of the villagers are at 
present contemplated ; their object is to intimidate the planters fr.om attempting 
to sow, and to resist such attempts if made. Such an attitude is, of course, 
sufficient to cause deep alarm and anxiety to those who have paid out large 
advances. 

13. In a further letter just received from Mr. Herschel, I find it admitted that 
Mr. Meares had cause for complaint against the conduct; of the Dainoorhoodah 
police. This has, as I have shown above, since been rectified. 


From A. R, You7)g, E?q., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the INnddea Division (No. 983), dated Fort William, 
17 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 71 Ct., dated 
the 13th instant, reporting upon the excitement at present prevailing in some 
parts of the Nuddea District, in connexion with the cultivation of indigo. 

2. It is satisfactory to tlic Lieutenant Governor to learn, from the actual facts 
as reported by you, that tbe state of affairs in that district has been much 
exaggerated in the representations made in the newspapers. 

3. The measures reported in paragraph 12 of your letter are approved, 
Although the local officers and yourself agree in thinking that no aggressive acts 
on the part of t!ie villagers are contemplated, and the Lieutenant Governor sees 
no reason to doubt tbe soundness ot that opinion, yet if you consider it advisable, 
ill order to be prepared for tlie possibility of things taking a worse turn, to have 
at hand, in any parts of the district, small bodies of a police battalion, his Honor 
will make such arrangements as are possible tor strengthening the force of 
military police in your division. 

4. You state that the object of tbe villagers “ is to intimidate tbe planters from 
attempting to sow, and to resist such attempts if made, ’ and very correctly 
remark, that “ such an attitude is sufficient to cause deep alarm and anxiety to 
tliose who have paid out large advances.” Intimidation by force, or show of force, 
and the gathering 0 / large riotous assemblages for such a purpose, will of course 
be put a slop to Ify the police to the; best of their power, and it is very desirable 
that wherever such intimidation is likely to be attem|)ted the police should be 
in strength. But the Lieutenant Governor does not think it probable that 
cither intimidation or violence \'ill be resorted to where the villagers are pro- 
perly advised by the magisterial officers and the darogahs of police of the 
criminality of such coni^act, and of the severe punishment by which it will 
assuredly be followed. 

5 . Should persons wW/mg to sow their lands willi indigo be, on that account, 

anywhere mevvaced hy others, from had feeling towards a factory, or for any 
other reason, such persons should be specially protected, and the leading 
men of those who thus lawlessly threaten them should be apprehended and 
punished. * 

6. If in any parts there should be reason to suppose that villagers,, who have 
contracted to cultivate indigo, are likely in a body to break their lawful engage- 
ments, it will b(? proper for the magistrate and every police officer, and indeed 
for every well-disposed and disinterested person, to spare no pains in showing 
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6uc1j villagers the impropriety and dishonesty of such conduct; and the criminal 
character of a conspiracy to defraud an indigo planter, or any other person in 
^is manner, and the ruinous consequences to themselves if prosecuted by the 
injured party, should be carefully pointed out to them. His Honor observes 
that Mr. Herschel has already most properly urged, in the strongest manner’ 
ryots who have taken advances not to fail in the fulfilment of their obligations’ 
and he trusts that this line of conduct will have good effects. ’ 

7 . Whatever may be the causes of the quarrel which has broken out between 
some indigo factories and the ryots, those ryots who may wish to disconnect 
themselves from the cultivation of indigo, though fully justified in declining to 
make new contracts, arc hound to fulfil their existing engagements. In the 
meantime it is to be hoped that the mutter may be settled amicably, by such 
concessions on one side or the other, or on both, as reason and fairness dictate 
and as will result in the mutual advantage of both parties. No system of trade 
can be safe or stable where the bargains are not for the profit of both parties ; 
and perhaps, in this view, both parties in this quarrel may be advised to their 
perrnanont advantage. 


Irom A., Cr/'oit*f Est]., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal (No. 78 Ct.), dated 19 March 1860. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter, No. 983, dated 17tli instant, I beg to state for tlie 
information of his Honor the Lieutenant Governor, that the communications 
which I receive from .Mr. Herschel, represent the villagers about Joyrampore as 
being perfectly tractable and amenable lo authority. I liave, however, as a 
matter of preeantion, directed Captain Raban to send a party of 60 men to the 
Damoorhoodah tbaniiah. 

2. I yesterday despatched .60 men under Lieutenant Howard, of Captain 
Raban’s Corps, to Bonoori<r, to be ready, should the*y be required, to advance to 
the Ivaloopole thannali, in Jossorc. I took this step on a lettcjr received on 
Saturd.iy aliernoon from Mr. Skinner, but I have doubts whether the services of 
the party will he required. I am expecting to hear further from Mr. Molony, 
and Mr. IJerschel’s third weekly report will probably reach me to-rnorrow. 

3 . Copy of your present iiistructious lias been sent to all the magistrates, who 
have already been desired to use their influence to get existing contracts carried 
out. In many cases they will, 1 have reason to think, be successful ; in others, 
however, the ryots deny that they have become parties to any contract, and 
claim protection in the exercise of the option which the late Government Orders 
have conceded to them. These are the cases respecting which 1 am anxious, the 
practice liaving hitherto been for the planters themselves to sow all the lands 
wliich the factory claimed “ as marked for” indigo. Their attempts to do this 
in the present temper of the ryots will be very likely to meet xvith opposition. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 1053), dated fort William, 21 
March 1860. 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your hsUcr, No. 78 Ct., dated the 
19 tU instant, and in reply to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor considers 
youv re\iort of tlie state of aifalrs in tUe souiheni portion of your division to be 
in some respects satisfactory. 

% Your instructions to Captain Raban, to send a partly of 50 men from the 
station of Nuddea to the Damoorhoodah thannah, as a precautionary measure, 
were very proper. The Lieutenant Governor had an opportunity of conferring 
personally with Captain Raban yesterday, awl arranged for his making up the 
detachment from Nuddea to a party of 80 men, under a European officer, and a 
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good native officer ; so as to make it possible, if any necessity should arise, to 
break the detachment into two parties. 

3. The despatch of Sub-Liciiienant Howard with 50 more men of (he 6th 
Battalion, fiom head quartets to Bongonij, is entirely approved. A party will be 
supplied from the 4lh Battalion, now in the Burdwan division, to replace the 
party detached from the station of Nuddea. 

4. Tvto more detachments, one of which will be under a European officer, are 
available from Captain Raban’s battalion; and as their movement into the 
interior of the Nuddea district, towards the Jessore and Moorshedabad Imrders, 
can do no harm, and may inspire confidence, Captain Raban has been inibrmed 
that he may expect further and speeitic ordeis from you regarding them im- 
mcdiatdy. 

5. These precautions are taken from no misgiving as to the correctness of the 
belief entertained by the district officers and yourself, that nothing is more 
improbable than the occurrence of any spontaneous act of aggression on the part 
of the ryots. But where such a quarrel as this has broken out, and where such 
general excitement prevails, the civil power, whose great object it must be to 
lireserve the peace of the couniry under all circumstances, cannot be made too 
strong. And the concluding paragraph of your letter shows there is a possibility 
of a breach of the peace being provoked by others than ryots. 

6. Should any managers of an indigo factory appear likely to commit any 
unlawful act, such as cannot but exasperate not only indigo ryots, but all the 
villagers of their neighbourhood, it will be well to endeavour, by quietly reason- 
ing with them, to convince them not only of the penal consequences to tliem- 
selvcs, and to those whom they may employ, should loss of life or other serious 
calamity occur in the course of any unlawful proceeding of theirs, but also of 
the certain injury to tlie commercial interests of their factories which such im- 
prudent conduct will involve. These gentlemen, if they will take a calm view 
of their position, it is to be hoped, will see that where there is a dispute as to the 
fact of an agreement betwec'ii two parties, neither party can become the Judge in 
his own cause, or be allowed to take the law into his own hands. In the present 
temper of the villagers in some parts of Nuddea an attempt of this nature might 
cause incalculable mischief. 


(No. 1082.) 

Extract of paragraphs 1 to 4 forwarded for the information of the Inspector 
of Police llattalions in Bengal. 


Copies of Messages forwarded by Electric Telegraph. 

From the Secretary to Government of Bengal, Calcutta, to the Magistrate of 
Ilooghly, dated 20 March 1800, 11 a.m. 

How many of the Police Battalion has Lieutenant Baker at Hooghly, and how 
many men could he take to Kishnaghur, the ordinary guards being taken by 
hired burkundauzes? / 


From Magistrate of Hooghly to Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

One hundred men are available if the gaol guards are taken away ; sixty with- 
out the gaol guards, whom the magistrate wishes to keep. 



At R. You^ Esq., Secretary to the ^ywi»i»e«t qf , Bengal, to Su^ 

(No. 1047), 


I 860 . 


I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that you will proceed 
with 60 pen of the .detachm^t under your command to Kish- 
nagqdr, wEere your wrvices are urgently required. « 


;" ' ' ' , (No. 1048.) 

Corv forwarded to the Inspector of Police Battalions for information. 


FroPi C. iSy .fielfi, Esq., Magistrate of Hooghly, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
mentof Bengal (No. 164), dated Hooghly, 22 Marcli 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report for the information of Government that i\ 
detachment of 60 men, with the usual complement of non-commissioned officers 
of the 4tli Bengal Police Battalion, left this atternoon for Ki.-hnaghur, in obedience 
to the oiders conveyed to Sub-Lieutenant Baker, in your letter to that qfficcr. 
No. 1047,. of yesterday’s date. 

2. It is expected that the detachment will reach Kishnaghur on Saturday the 
24tb instant. 


Frdm A. Grate, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
tb the Government of Bengal, dated 21 March 1860. 

Sir, . , . T* 

Hebewith I beg to submit in original the Nuddea Magistrate’s third Weekly 
Report, dated the 18th instant. 


2. I regret much to observe the remarks on the conduct Of the managers of 
the Loknathpore concern, the interests of which cannot but suffer severely iforo 
their persistence in a course so unreasonable and so unsuited to the present 
crisis. 


3, The dispositions of the military police corps which have lately been made, 
will have h igdod effect in strength^ing the magistrate’s hands, and impressing' 
on the ryot’s minds the uaruing which Mr. Herschel mentions his having liound, 
it necessary to convey to them. All non-frlanting landholders, having rents 
to colUct in the villages in which excitement prevails, are equally interested 
with the planter landholders in seeing the excilemeHt cease. 

4. i have heard from Mr. Skinner, who is encamped at Kalonpole tlmnnali, 

one "of the points to which I have sent up a detachment of military police, 
that the Joyraropore Putneedar has been instigating villagers'well disposed to 
sow t6 wffio’ have expressed their resolution not lo do so. This ; 

kind of intimidation, I ih formed Mr. Herschel some, days ago, and as his 

once telegraphed to 
■’s cathp, to fake Up 


kind of intimidation, as i iniornmu au. 

HoBOt fb# ° 

Mr.- tfi:!!" ; 


and disposer day tangible charge against the putneedar. The latter hat since 
arrtsted and sent into Kishnaghur, where I have orOtejed 


been arrested ^ 
till I irriye there on .Smaiay next, 


bina to b« detained 
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2. Mr. M.icleun reports that Ociob?r plant is suffering greatly by cattie trespass. The 
villagers have no specific cum plaints. The Khajoorah Factory burning has been examined 
by the darogah, who reports it an accidental fire (the extent of it has been already reported 
to you). Two nights after, a stable was burnt down. The charge of incendiarism was 
rashly made on the word of an ignorant chowkecdar, who lias since diiectly contradicted 
himself. 

Note sent to Mr. Mnclonn. Tin? conduct of ihe police his been much blarnrd in the public journals 

The chowkeedais freijuently dnriirj: tlu* last fortnight, but a distinction should be made betwet^n village 
liold indigo lands, Tliis should be chowkecd'.Ts and ihe thanna police. Ihe co-o[>eratioii ot the former witli 
.emedied. You should tnko up the ryots isdesciihed misconduct on the part ot the latter. These arc not 
any roiisonable infornuitioii aiiiii list proved to have taken part in any overt act; and on one recent occasion 1 
chowkeedars, and if proved, punish l ave reason to believe that the firmness of a single burkundauze prevented a 
them severely.” disturbance at Lokcnalhpore. A villager had bemi summoned to the f.ictory 

10 continue his daily work, which since ilie present difference he had discon- 
tinued. Having gone to the factory, he was seveielv thrashed hy two men, one of whom 
has been sentenced to imprisonment for a m-nth, the oilier being acquitted for want of 
pi<M)f. Another old man was [immediately afterwards ?] iiteraljy drajgvd to the fictory, 
there iieaten, and finally leleased by the burkundauze, who prevented the villagers already 
assciuhlefl from resorting to violence, and volunteered to release the man fiom the factory^ 
This case i'. under trial.” 

Mr. Platt’s leports fiotn Auiglioopic that the excitement has reached his subdivision. 
A strong rlcmonstiation was made by the ryots against this factoiy. They dispersed 
without actually cominittiiiir any act ol violence, probably because the planteis were loading 
their guns ; but,” says Mr. Plaits, the intention of the lyots is not clearly established, ami 
I would look on it as nothine: but a strong denionstratioii. A servant of the actory was well 
thraHied.” 

The temper of the Europeans in the Loknathpore concern is unfortunately aggres- 
sive, olTeiing, I am glaci to sav, a marked contrast to that of the majority of planters. 
8e\Gral of them have admitted the necessity of a reformaiion, and are now steering their 
coiii'se with prudence. Both Mr, Larmour and Mr. Fotlong see that force is out of the 
question, and are eiideavounnof to maintain their position hy siiowing consideration to the 
i \ois. Air. Meares, of Loknalhjxu'c, refuses any the slightest concession, and the ryots are 
liiofiorlionatcly exasperaud. I do not myself hold them altogether five from suspicion of 
havinir s( t file to the Kliajooiuh Verandah, which 1 have \ery little doubt was the act of 
an incendiary. , 

In regard to the Doodhpellcy fire, I regret to say that Mr. Meares has shown no desire to 
leniove the suspicion ot the lyots against the factory, a suspicion resting on groun is much 
St longer than in the Khajoorah case against the ryots. 

The ryots do not prosecute, but I have directed Mr. Maclean to offer a regard of lOO 
ruj CCS tor llie discoveiy of tin* offender. 

•1, No further breach of the peace ha> occuried iti any p iit of the (list:ict. 

5. The conduct ol the regular p> lice appears now to he fair. I have had no more cooi- 
plaiiits a-aiimt any ])-iliee otlicei fiom either side. The police officers with wdiom I have 
myself spoken de'Ciibe the villagers as perftcily amenable to authority. But I doubt 
ulitthei an order to ^ow indigo would be obeyed now. 

(>. Tlie Lieiiieiiant (h)vei no.’s Proclamation was read out at Chooadangali to-day. The 
lyols v\eiit away saying tiie order suitcil tliem, and they would not sow mdigo. 

7. In speaking to the lyots I have always found them shirk the question, Have you 
taken advances Till lately, when pressed, they geneially gave an absolute denial. Now 
they plead the tnjustice of the contract itself, saying they look on the money called 
advances by the factory as mere jjayment of their dues. Into this question I cannot ol 
course enter. But neither can I help seeing and warning the ryots that in taking this line 
they are guided hy passion as much as by reason. I see also that many zemindars mid 
putiu'tdars aie boi lowing money now to meet the quarter day; and complaints of the diffi- 
culty ol colle( tinu rent-> aic beginning. Somethinu appears to me necessary, I do not say 
from higher Huthorily, bu^’rom the police on the spot, to check the passion of tlie moment, 
and prevent its leaching tlic laige population who have nothing to do w;ih indigo. I have 
not tlmnght it sale to enti u^t this to any dar')gah. The native police have orders to act 
up to their duty m piesei^nig the peace, hut not to discuss the question with the ryots, 
reiciTing ihtin to Mr. Alacleaii or to myself, if the proclamation be not enough. 

I shall waich the ed'oet of the present excitement on -the revenue closely, and let you 
have particulars after the 2rith. 

(signed) IF. J. Henchely 

18 March 1830. Officiating Magistrate. 
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From A.R. Y mvg, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com 
missioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 1081>, dated Fort William 20 Mardi 
1860. ' 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of yesterday’s date, without number, submitting 
the Magistrate of Nudelea’s third weekly report on the state of his district, I am 
directed to inform you, that instructions have been issued to Captain Miles, com- 
manding the 4th Police Battalion, to proceed at once to Alipore with the whole 
of his Ultalion; and the Lieutenant Governor is of opinion that Captain Raban, 
•with the whole of the remainder of bis eoiqis now at bead quai ters, should pro- 
ceed immediately to such place in the district of Nuddea as you may think best, 
to be at hand in case of any actual disturbance uulortuuately breaking out. 

• 

Copy of Message forwarded by Electric Telegraph. 

From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta, to Captain Miles, 
Midnapore, dated 22 March 11.30 a.m. 

MARCti with all your available men to Oolabarriali, where, if possible, a steamer 
will meet you- If there is no steamer, cross and march on to Alipore. Leave 
no guard, except the treasure guard. The magistrate must supply burkundaiizes 
for all other guards. Telegraph wiien you will be at Oolabarriali. 


From Major Miles, Midnapore, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Calcutta, dated 23 March, 6.30 a.m. 

Voir R message of 11.30 a.m. yesterday only received at 9 p.m. Wc start 
to-night with some 320 men, and will he at Oolabarriali on Monday inornino’ 
the 2Clh. ‘ ® 


From A. R. Young, Esrp, Seerett^ry to the (ioveriiineiit of Bengal, to the Secre- 
tary to the Government of India, Home Department (No. 1108), dated Fort 

William, 22 March 1860. 

S r, . . 

The Liculenaiit Governor directs me to report, for the information of the 
llononrable the President in Council, certain recent oecurreuees in some dis- 
tricts of Lower Bengal, indicating gre.it exeilemenl in eoiinexioii with tlie culti- 
vation of indigo ; and to explain the nieasnie.s wliieli have been taken for pre- 
venting a breach of the peace, and for restoring order if any outlireak should 
unfoituiiately occur. 

2. It will be seen, from the accompanying copy of correlsyondcucc, that, 
immediately upon his return to the Presidency on tlie lOtli instant, the attention 
of the Lieutenant Governor was directed to reports regarding misunderstanding.s 
existing between indigo planters and the ryots connected with indigo factories in 
some parts of tlie di.strict of Nuddea, which were represented to be likely to lead 
to disagreeable conset|uences. Tlie same suhjeet was pressed upon the attention 
of the Lieutenant Governor, by a petition of the Indi^ Planters’ Association, 
•whereof a copy is enclosed, which was presented to hi n by a deputation from 
that body, with whom he liad an interview on the 13th'1listarit. The Coinmis- 
.siouer (Mr. Grote) very properly directed the magistrate of the district to watch 
the progress of these disputes, and to report, weekly, any occurrences arising out 
of them. Three of these weekly reports have now been received, and from them 
the chaiacter of the e.xcitement on this subject will be appafeut. 

3. The petition of the Indigo Planters’ Association prayed for two measures. 
The first of these was the issue of a notification by Government, impressing upon 
the ryots the duty of fulfilling tlieir engagements. It was represented in this 
petition, as well as in a letter of Mr. Grote’s of the 13th instant, that this ex- 
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isting state of feeling of the ryots had arisen partly out of a mistaken belief as to 
the views of the Government in regard to the c-iltivation of indigo. Accord- 
ingly, the Lieutenant Governor issued a notification, whicii will bo found with 
my lett(T to tlie Commissioner of the 14tli instant, No. i)2G, with a view to tile 
removal of any such erroneous impression. The (commissioner and district 
officers iia\e been slron;»-ly urged to spare no j;ains in impressing upon the 
villagers the duty of honestly fulfilling their agreements, and the ruinous con- 
ser|ueiie(‘s to themselves of a breach of agreement, if prosecuted for iioii-ruirdinent ; 
wliilst-also explaining that it is, and was always, optional with a ryot to agr(!e to 
cultivate indigo or not, as best suited bis own interest. 

4. There was reason to snp|) 0 <(i that the^e measures would have a good effect, 
inasmueli as orders in the same sense wiiich had previously been passed bv the 
Lieutenant (Governor on tlic jictition of C('rtain ryots, when published liy the 
Commi-siouer, were reported to have had to some extent a good effeet. But the 
Lieutenant Govcrnf)r thought it advisable, in ease of^tbings taking a more 
serious turn than the local officers seemed to antieipale, to have leady at hand, 
in the neiglibourliood of those place's in wiiich the exeiteiueiit is mosi prevalent, 
detaeliments of ilie police barlalioiis of such strengili as might be expected to put 
down any I’iot or violent (uitlireak which might occur, and, as far as possible, to 
protect any per>ons or property that might lie nieiia<-(‘d. With this object, lour 
deiaelimeuts, with three European officers, of the Glh Battalion of Bengal Military 
Police, were placed at the disposal of the Commissioner, to Ik; posted in diderciit 
parts of tlie dislrici of Nuddea. 

5. The second measme prayed for by the indigo planters' petiti(m was, ihat 
special legislation should he had recourse to, for idie purpose ol making the 
broach of an agreement to cultivate indigo puiiisliable summarily by a magistrate. 
On this subject, the Lieutenant Governor put himsilf into comuiuiiicatioii with 
Mr. Sconce, the Lt'gislativo Member of Council for Bengal ; and that gvntle- 
nian is now prepan'd to introduce a Bill, providing (as a temporary measure, 
pending a full and searching iiujuiry into ihe prac.dice of indigo planting in 
Bengal, which it is proposed to make after the present season of cultivation is 
dosed, and the present ('xcited state of feeling lias subsided), for the summary 
enforcement of existing engagements for the cultivation of indigo. Three addi- 
tional officers, with nuigisierial p()W(;rs, have been sent to the Nuddea district, in 
order to the working out of this law, if passed.^ 

6. After the abova* arrangements had been made, the Lieutenant (iovornor 
received this no ruing two (degrams, of whidi a copy is hereuitli submitted, 
together with a copy of a report fiom the Cominissioiua’ of Rajshahye, No. 481, 
dated the 18th instant. Fiom tlie.S'' it. wu’il be seen that the ditierences (jctweeii 
the planters and ryots, ivhidi eomn.eiieed in Nuddea, are now extending into 
the district of Mooishedahad ; and there is reason to fear that they may have 
assumed there a more dangerous aspect. To prevent, as far as possible, any 
serious consequences, the Lieutenant (dovemor has taken the following pre- 
cautions : — 

7. To supply the place of the (>fficer, now absent on l(;ave, who is ordinarily 
stationed at Aurungabad, the subdivision in the Moorshedabad District, where 
the danger scorns givate.st, t!ie Lieutenant (duvernor has appointed Mr. B. Wood 
(w'ho is close ut hand, and who is a very active officer attached to the Sonthal 
pergunnahs) to the charge of tliat subdivision. Mr. Robinson, tlie Deputy 
Commissioner of those uergunnahs, has been ordered to Moorshedabad to take 
charge of the inagisiraA' and eollectorate of that important district; and in the 
meanwhile, Mr. Beaufort, the officiating magisirati*, who is about to leave on 
promotion, has been (ffclered to proceed himself to the disturbed parts of bis 
district to the eaht of the river Bhaugirutt.ee, and to call on the officer com- 
manding at Berhampore for any troops that may be necessary to keep order in 
that part of his district which lies cast of the Bhaugiruttee. Any troops whicli 
may be required by Mr. Wood will be supplied from the 3d Battalion, of which 
nearly 600 men, fortunately available, have been ordered to proceed by rail to 
Synteeah, and thence to march to any point where they may bo wanted. Cap- 
tain Pughe, who is in command of this b attalion, has been vested witti the 
powers of a magistrate. A communication has been made to the ritilway officers, 
in order, if possible, to push on this force by rail forty miles beyond Synteeah, 

whicli 
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which will place them within 14 miles of the centre of the tract reported to ho 
disturbed. I'hougli the railway is not open beyond Syiiteeah, the Lieutenant 
Governor, IVora what he saw on his return the other day, has a stronjji; hope; that 
this may be done. The whole of the remainder of the Gth Beiipil ^ I Hilary 
Police, N'ith Captain Raban, the coniinandant, has been ordered to proceed into 
the Nuddt‘a district, and inarches to-niorrow. The 4tli battalion lias been called 
up from Midiia|)ore to leplace them here, and to be available, if necessary, to 
reinforce the troops already in the indigo districts. A steamer has been despatched 
to Iiriiig tlierii up from Oolabarriah. And an officer with 100 men of tin* -id 
Battalion of Benoal Military Police lias lieen ordered from Rainpore Bauleah to 
IMaldali, in ease of the excitement spreading to that distriet. 


From A. IL Yotnig, Es(j., Secretary to the Government of nengal, to the 

Conunissiomn-s of Nuddea and Rajshahve (No. ] 1 G2-00). dated Fort William, 

24 Maicli 18G0. 

Sir, 

The Lieutenant Governor considers it very essential that tlie ohjecls with 
which troojis have I'cen sent into some of tin; districts of vonr division should 
in no case he misiuiderstood ; and that the officers commanding detachments 
sent in support of the civil power should receive plain instructions if required to 
act. 

2. 1 am directed, therefore, to request that you will i^sue to the magisterial 
officers, at whose disposal any military force may be [ilaccd, such orders as may 
be, necessary for their guidance generally, and specially with reference to local 
circumstances. 

3. The general object in vie w is, of course, to repress any breach of the peace, 
and to disperse all assemblages likely to lead to a l)rcach of the ])eace, appre- 
hending the leading rioters. But it will also be specially incumbent on the 
magistrates of districts, where the present excitemerjt relating to indig» prevails, 
to protect etyectually person and property in any indigo factories that maybe 
really in danger. The way to do this is to keep the country in the nciglif)our- 
hood of such factories quiet; and this can be done by a small body of military 
police moveable in that neighbourhood, whilst it could not be done by any 
reasonable number of men disposed in petty stationary guards post(‘d at the 
several factories. But if it should be advisable to place a small hxed guard to 
protect any particular factory, such a guard can always be provided iVoni the 
district police. On the other liaiid, it will be incunihent on magistrates having 
troops at their disposal, lo prevent resort to the nnlawful use of fence on the 
part of any imprudent j)lanter which, in the present state of feeling, would pro- 
bably lead to disastrous consequences. 

4. The troops will, of course, obey the instructions of the magistrates and 
subdi visional officers, to support whose authority they aie sent. If a breach of 
the peace occur under the eyes of a body of military police, in the absence of 
any magisterial officer, the (‘ominanding officer will act, ir> yrder to its instant 
suppression, according to the licst ot liis own judganeiil. 

o. A copy of this letter has been forwarded hi the coniuiandants of the police 
battalions, from ^^hich deiacluiieiits Jjave been sent into the disturbed districts. 


(Nos. 1166 to 1168.) \ 

Copy forwarded to Captains Raban, Pughe, anc^ Miles, for information and 
guidance. 


From A. It, Young, Esej., Secretary to the Goverrjrncnt of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department (No. 1114), dated 
23 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieuienant Governor to request that orders may be 
issued for establisliiiig a communication by telegraph with Bongong, which can 
72. H H 3 easily 
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easily be effected by a junction with the Jessore line which passes very close to 
the head quarters of that subdivision. 

2. h is of great importance that the Lieutenant Governor sliould, at this par- 
ticular period, be in constant and speedy communication with this part of the 
country, in which tiie excitement regarding indigo cultivation is most pre- 
valent 


From TF. Greij, Esq., Secretary to the (iovernment of India, to the Deputy 
Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs in India (No. 593), dated Council 
Chamber, 24 March 18G0. 

Sir, 

Horae Department I am directed to forward to you an extract (para. 1) of a letter from the 
Eectricleegraph. (Government of Bengal, and to request that you will give effect to the wishes of 
the Lieutenant Governor with as little delay as po’^sible, the special service for 
which the new telegraph communication is required being of a very emergent 
nature. 


(No. 047.) 

Copy iorv\ar(led to the Government of Bengal, with relereuee to Mr. Secretary 
Young’s letter, No. 1114, dated the 23d instant. 


From /. D, MacNeitey Joint Magistrate of Bongong, to th(^ Seeretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Calcutta (No. 3247), dated 30 March 1800. 

The telegraph station at this place is established ; the communication is open; 
the subdivision is quiet. . 


From A. Grote^ Esep, Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Govcrameiit of Bengal, Fort William (No. 82 Ct.), dated Alipore, 
23 March 1800. 

Sir, 

As it is of iniporlanee that ( ac h of the niagistrarcs of Niuldea and Jessore 
should liave a few niminted police at the present junclure, I have thought it 
ex[)edient to direct the magistrate of 24-Pcrgiinnahs to send to Kislinaghur and 
Kaloopole respectively, a party of three men from tlie suburban force. I have 
autlicrised him to supply their place with others. 

2. 1 have also ordered an Furopcaii constable to go to Kislinaghur for tem- 
porary ernploynu'iiHn the magistrate’s camp. This ineasuie seems advisable in 
consequence of the magistrate iiaving found business impeded by crow^ds. 


Fjoiri A. J{. You 7 i<^, Escj^, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Coiiimiasioiier of Nuddea (No. 1188), dated 24 March 1880. 

Sir, ^ 

I AM directed to inform you, in reply to your letter, No. 82, dated the 23d 
instant, that the Lieutenant Governor approves of your instructions to the 
magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs to send a party of three of his suburban 
mounted police force to ftie magistrates of Nuddea and Jessore respectively, and 
a European constable for temporary employment in ilie former officer’s camp. 
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From A. R, Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Offici- 
ating Secretary to the Government of India, Military De[)artrnent (No. 1148 ), 
dated 24 March 1860 , 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to request that, with the permission of the Honourable the 
President in Council, the services of ‘‘ the Lahore Horse” may be placed at the 
disposal of the Lieutenant Governor foi^ employment in the districts in which 
excitement prevails in connexion with the culiivation of indigo. Sowars will, in 
the Lieutenant Governor’s opinion, be of great use there. 


From Major R, D, Atkinson, Officiating Secretary to tlie Government of India, 
Military Department, to the Deputy Quartermaster General of the Army, 
(No. 1167 ), dated Fort William, 24 March 1860 . 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request that you will move the General Officer commanding 
the Presidency Division to comply with the requisition of the Honourable the 
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal for the services of t!ie Lahore Light Horse, for 
employment in the districts in which excitement prevails connected with the 
cultivation of indigo. 

2. The officer commanding tliC regiment should be direct(‘d to place him- 
self in imincdiat(i comiiuuiication with Mr. Young, Secretary to Government 
of Bengal. 


(No. 1168 .) 

Copy of the foregoing forwarded to the Secretary ro the Go\ eminent of Bengal 
for infonnation. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to Captain 
Travers, Goinmandant Lahore Light Horse, Duin Dum (No. 1106 ), dated 
26 March 1860 . 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request that you will proceed with all j)ossil)le despatch 
to Kishnaglnir, with all the effective mounted men of }()nr corps, and that 
you will report ^ ourself on arrival there to Mr. Grot(‘, wliom you will find 
at that station, and from whom yon will receive derailed instructions for your 
guidance. 

The general object for uliicli the force under your eomorand is sent to Kisli- 
uaghur as a centre, is to preserve the peace' of the Nuddea and the neighbouring 
districts from being broken. You will, of course, act on tlie requisition of the 
magi>trates of tlie seveial districts tind of Mr. Grotc, who is tlie Commissioner 
and Superintendent of Police? of the divi^io^ conqtrisiiig tliose districts. 


From A, R. Young, Esep, Secretary to the G'overiiment of Bengal, to the Magis- 
trates of Baraset and Nuddea (Nos. 1200 and 1201), dated Fort William, 
26 March 1860 . 

Sir, . 

About 100 of the Lahore Liglit Hor.se have bccni ordered to proceed on 
service into tlie Nuddea district, and will march from Dinii Dum to Kialinaghur 
as soon as the necessary arrangements can be made. ’ I am to request that you 
will immediately cause the nullah crossings on the route to Kislmaghur, and on 
the other main lines along which it may become necessary to send jiartics of these 
horse, to be examined and put into good order. 


(No. 1202.) 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of Nuddea, for his information. 
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From A. R. Young, E?q., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Officiating 
Secrclary to the Governinenl of India, Military Department (No. 1198), dated 
26 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request that, with the permission of the Honourable the 
Presidemt in Council, instructions may he issued for the immediate preparation 
of the necessary camp enpiipage and carriage, and that the requisite Commissariat 
arrangements mayj)e made for 100 men and horses of the Lahore Liaht Horse, 
\vliich the Lieutenant Governor is desirous to send to the station of Kishnaghur 
as speedily as possible. The service, I am to observe, is urgent, and immediate 
despatch a great object. 


From Major F, D. Atkinson, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 
Military Department, to the Deputy Quartermaster General of t!»e Army, 
and to the Commissary Gen(‘ral (Nos. 121*2 and 1219), Fort William, 20 
March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to transmit to you the annexed copy of a letter fiom the Secre- 
tary to the Government of Bengal, dated 25tli March 1860, soliciting the issue 
of instructions for the preparation of the neeissary camp eejuipage and carriage, 
and f<jr the najuisite (Mmmissariat arranga'inents for 100 num and horses of the 
Lahore Light Horse, which the Li(:nt{‘nant Governor is desirous to send to the 
station at Kishnaghur, and to request that immediate arrangements may accord- 
ingly he made. 


(No. 1214.) 

Copy of the foregoing forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, in reply to No. 1198 of tlic 25th instant, for information, and vvith an 
iiuimalion that the order for the march of the troops is sufficient authority 
for the Commis.-ariat Department to supply immediately the carriage, &c. re- 
quired. 


From A. It, Young, Esej , Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Police, Calcutta (No. 1152), dated 24 March 18G0. 

Sir, 

1 AM directed by |hc Lieutenant Governor torecjuest that you will be so good as 
to send six good European constables to Kishnaghur, and, if possible, four others 
tu Moorsliedabud, four to Jessore, and two to Baraset. The men should be directed 
to proceed to those stations with all possible dispatch, and to report themselves 
to the magistrate of the districts under whose orders they will act. 


^ (No. 1153.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Commissioner of Nuddea. 


c 

(No. 1154.) 

Copy forwarded to Commisifioner of Rajshahye. 
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From S. IVauchope, Esq., Commissi on or of Police, Calcutta, to the Secretary to 
tho Government of Bengal (No. 190), dated Fort William, 26 March I860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE tho honour to report that, in obedience to tho instructions in your 
letter, No. 1152, of the 24th instant, I sent that night and next morning four 
police Serjeants and 12 constables to Kishnaghur, Moorshedabad, Jessore, and 
Baraset. The two men who proceeded to Baraset have however been sent back 
with a letter from the deputy magistrate in charge, who states that he has no 
place in which they can be accommodated. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Nuddea (No. 1184), dated 24 March 1850. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor has been pleased to Mr.W.’^ 
vest the three officers transferred to Nuddea on the 21st instant with the powers r 
of Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector in the districts of Jessore and Baraset, ' 
as well as in Nuddea, in order that you may station them wherever their services 
may be required. 


From A. Grotc, Esq., Coiniuissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 

the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 83 Ct.), dated Allipore, 23 

March 1860. 

Sir, 

Yestkrday I received a letter from Mr. Skinner, Gfheiating Joint Magistrate 
of Jessore, in which he reports that after reading the late Government notification 
to a number of ryots who came to his tent at Kaloopole on the 18tli instant, he 
proceeded to arrest certain f)arties whom he thought it necessary to bind over to 
keep the peace, and jmt them in charge of some bnrkundanzes. Directly they 
began to move off,” adds Mr. skinner, “the rest of the villagers set up a shout 
and attempted to release them. They further abused me and my police, and tho 
Kaloopole darogah w^as almost assaulled. The men, Ijotvever, were taken oft’ hy 
the burkiiiidauzes and sent to Jessore at once, as further proceedings at Kaloopole 
would have been impossible, there being no force nor means of detention.” 

2. The darogah and the whole police force present, including the village chow- 
keedars, behaved very well on this occasion. 

3. The detachment under Lieutenant Howard should reach Kaloopole in the 
course of to-morrow, or day after to-morrow. Mr. Molony will have joined Mr. 
Skinner’s camp the day before yesterday, and I have direr;ted him to take 
vigorous measures to bring to punishment the leaders of the inob wdio resisted 
Mr. Skinner. 

4. Lieutenant Duffys party should have reached Damoorhoodali yesterday. I 
.have a demi-official from Mr. Maclean, dated yesterday, in which he informs me 
that no disrespect whatever has been shown to police authority in liis subdivision. 
There had been some ferment in Mr. Herschers tent at'^Cl)itoll when the notifi- 
cation was read, and as this was attributed to Mr. Forlong’s presonee, Mr. Her- 
schel thought it necessary to ask him to retire. In dofiig this, it seems to me 
Mr. Herschel did not show his usual judgment, for any concession by the autho- 
rities to mob clamour at the present moment is of course to be deprecated. 


P,S . — With reference to your letter, No. 1081, dated the 22d instant, I beg 
to state, for the information of Government, that I yesterday requested Captain 
Kaban to march with all his remaining available force to Kishnaghur, from which 
centre I can detach him wherever he is most wanted. 

II 


^.C. Taylor; 
Mackenzie, 
t. D. Betts. 
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2. He leaves to-day with (JO men, all that he can muster till Captain Miles’ 
Corps comes to relieve his standing guards, when about 100 more men will follow. 

3. I have this inoinent received the enclosed original letter, dated 21st instant, 
from the magistrate, which I beg may be returned. With reference to its 14th 
para., it miglit be well to warn the wing of a regiment at Barrackporc to be 
ready for service; but I believe that the military police parties now in the field 
wall prove sufficient to check any tendency on the part of the villagers to become 
aggn'ssive. If the proposed Hill pass to-morrow, the first feeling on the latter’s 
part will doubtless bc^ one of di.sappointment and indignation, and for this I am 
cpiite prepared. 

4. The present military arrangements may he summarized as follows : — 

Lieutenant Howard, with 50 men, at Kaloopole. 

Jemadar Sobhan Klian, with 53 men, at Bongong. 

Lieutenant Duff, with 80 men, at Damoorhoodah. 

Lieutenant Robertson, with 50 men, at Meherpore. 

Captain Raban with the remainder of his corps (about 150), and Lieutenant 
Baker, of 4th Battalion, with 100 (I believe, but the Government orders went 
direct to that officer), at Kishnaghur. 

Major Miles’ head quarters from Midnaporc, to relieve Captain Raban at 
Alipore. 

5. There are thus 230 men actually out, and a reserve at Kishnaghur of 250, 
wherefrom to draw fresh parties. More, in my opinion, is not wanted at present. 


From JV. J, Herscheh Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nudilea, to the Commis- 
sioner of Circuit, Nuddea Division (No. 84), dated Nuddea, 21 March 186.0. 

Sir, 

Having returned from Damoorhooda this morning, I have the honour to submit 
a special report on the ])rcsent state of the district, 

2. During tlie time 1 was there, I heard nothing from the soutli of the district 
to cause any doubts as to the continuance of peace. On the 19th I received a 
note from IMr. Lannonr, saying that his assistant, Mr. Campbell, had been again 
driven away by the villagers, with a threat that his head would be broken if he 
came again. From the thannah, 1 hear that Mr. Cainphell’s ameen had reported 
that, on going to measure lands (1 know they took no force with them), two 
villagers had come out and warned Mr. t.'ampbell off. Mr. Campbell has made 
no complaint. \A liih' on the spot, I had told Mr. Larmour and the ryots that if 
the assistants went to measure, and they ordered them off’, they must go, I con- 
sider that Mr. Cam[)l>ell was testing the feelings of the ryots, and that the latter 
liad learnt a j)ro]KU' les.v)n from the punishment lately inflicted, and had strictly 
obeyed me in siiiqdy warning Mr, Campbell olf. 

3. T have to-c|:vy received a report from tlie Goburdangah darogah, dated 20tli, 
to the effect that he requires more police burkundauzes.* 

4. The north is hotter. My denii-officials will have informed you that the 
pr(' clam at ion has Ix'on eagerly received, and that the ryots take their stand 
upon it. 

5. I have also mentiorurd that, on one occasion, in receiving petitions, a party 
who wished to put in a razceiiaina were swept away by the crowd, and that M • 
Maclean had to go amon 2 fthem to set thorn free. [ have also mentioned that on 
the 19th, when closing cutcherry, and preparing to take petitions, a note from 
Mr. Skinner, brought by a ])eoii from his camp, informed me that ho had arrested 
some of a crowd who got u|)roarious in front of his tent, and that the arrest was 

• not 


♦ He reports that the proclamation has been received there with hesitation, and that he finds it 
difficult to maintain due respect by this authority. I have to-day written to him that, .with the 
support of tlte police battalion now en route to Bongong, he will find that if he attends to my late 
order imposing absolute silence on the police as to the exposition of the proclamation, he will find 
the lyots attentive and obedient. 
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not easily effected. That, at the same time, one of the princi[)al ryota of Joy- 
rampore was brought up before Mr. Maclean under arrest, on a warrant from 
Jessore, which is complained of as illegal and unnecessarily severe. That on 
taking petitions the crowd got excited at seeing one, Gopee Dut. Mr. Forlong’s 
goinashta, a man detested by the ryots, standing among my amlali, and tliat the 
noise becoming too great to be heard, and hap])cuing not to have any police with 
me that day, I had to disperse the assembly by first sending the planter s party 
away, and then by distributing copies of the proclamation. The crowd W’erc a 
good deal excited also at soim* villagers who put in razcenanuis. They were 
restrained by their own leaders, but broke up very slowly. 

(). I have now to report that I remained till next ovening (yesterday) to watch 
the result of this, having meanwhile sent orders to Kishnaghur for 50 men to 
march out of their lines, ready to start at three hours’ notice, under Lieutenant 
J. Duff. Better arrangements were made for receiving petitions and distributing 
the proclamation, ami though the crowd was an unusually largo one, it l)ehaved 
throughout (in the presence of two bnrknndazcs and yesterday’s cha])rasseeB) with 
as mucli order and res[)ect as in the Siulder station. 

7 . I learnt yesterday from Greeschunder, first grado darogah, that the ari’est of 
the Joyramjioor ])utneedar had been effected with i)erfoct case in the day time. 
By an accident he had been sent hack from camp to the darogah at Joyramporo 

be forwarded to Jessore, His friends came and asked for his release on bail, 
which 1 refused, as beyond my power to grant, but after the occurrences at 
Kaloopolci and my own camp that evening, 1 did not feci sure how far the Joy- 
rampoore r}ots might be tempted on his re-appearance. I therefore sent an order 
to the darogah to send him into Kisliriagliur, pending a reference to Mr. Skinner 
for bail. Tliis order has completely removed the irritation in Joyrampore. 

8. I yesterday received a note from Mr. Hoyle, a railway employ^'. He com- 
plains of his being imuh- to suffer for the fault of the indigo planters, his supplies 
being stopped by the villagers, I regret this, as 1 had noticed with pleasure that 
the railway anthoritic's had been remarkably imj)artial in their comhict. Passing 
up the line tin' other day, I noticed especially the (piiet and contented behaviour 
of tlio railway coolies. 

9. During the last three days also several letters have been received from 
planters, staling that their servants have b(‘eii pi‘evente<l from going to the villages 
to collect rents, and, as T elated in my last, it is certain that many of them have 
had to borrow money for the Government demand. 

10. The reports of villagers assembling are also more mimerous than before, 
and the circumstances re[)()r(ed by the police are not absolutely free from an 
aggressive tendency. 

11. I have not hilhcrlo laid very much stress on these assemblies, nor on the 
improved statements of planters. I have endeavoured to form my opinion solely 
on proved facts, and from them to judge the proper moment tor tlie exhibition of 
military force. 1 now think the moment has arrived. 

12. The ryots, though settled in their determination not to liave I think 
fell a check to a violence which was beginning to exhibit itself, and all that now 
remains to be done is, I think, to support the cause ot order by a more than 
usually imposing force, I say more than usually, because I cannot conceal from 
myself that the passion of the day, tliough clicckcd among the ryots, still exists ; 
and that the planters, who have hitherto been deterred from the open use of 
force by the hopelessness of the attempt, have lately slmwii signs of despair. 

*13. I have deferred proposing this measure later perhaps than I would have 
done had it not been for the unfortunate fact that Government was believed to 
have an interest in the question ether than it really has. To send out military 
Immediately on the issue of the proclamation would, I am sure, have been mis- 
understood ; I had hoped still to have put this application off for a few more days, 
but I do not think it safe. 

14. In proportion as I have deferred it, so also must be the force now shown, 
and I would therefore recommend that not less than 500 of the military police be 
placed at my disposal immediately, and that preparations be made for throwing 
72 : 1 1 2 500 
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500 more into the zillah on a further call, also that 100 cavalry be sent to me as 
early as possible. They will be of more use than 500 infantry; 75 men of the 
6th Bengal Military Police leave to-night for Damoorhoodah, which they will 
reach to-morrow morning. 

15. I enclose copy of a vernacular order just issued to the police. 

16. I have indented for a large supply of copies of the proclamation. 


From A. R. Young^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to A. Grote, 

Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division (No. 1211), dated 26 

March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to acknowlege the receipt of your 
letter, No. 83 Ct., dated the 23d instant, with its enclosure, reporting certain 
occurrences in Jessore and Nuddea connected with the existing excitement in 
those districts. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor desires that you wtll cause to be conveyed to the 
Kaloopole darogah^ and to his police, his satisfaction at their good conduct on the 
occasion of the arrest and attempted rescue of certain persons whom the magis- 
trate, Mr. Skinner, had ordered to be sent into the station. If the darogah's 
official character is generally good, you are authorised to promise him early pro- 
motion in recognition of his good behaviour; and you will be so good as to bestow 
a suitable money reward to the police burkundauzes and the village chowkeedars 
whose good conduct you have reported. 

3. Had the prisoners been rescued, and had Mr. Skinner been forced to retire, 
the consequences might have’ been very bad. This occurrence shows the necessity 
of giving every magisterial officer, acting alone in this time of excitement, » 
small body of military j)olice, to be at hand to sup|)ort his authority and to 
enforce the execution of his orders. You will be so good as to arrange 
accordingly. 

4. With reference to the letter from Mr. llersclicl, the ofiliciating magistrate of 
Nuddea, to your address, No. 84, dated the 21st instant, I am to inform you that 
Sub-Lieut(uuint BakcT, with a party of 60 men of the detaehment of the 4tli 
Police Hattalion under his comniand at flooghly, and all the available men of the 
Cth Battalion, have b(‘en already sent into the Nnddea district. Application has 
likewise been made for troops froni Barraekporo for the imme<liate relief of 
Captain Raban’s Guards, consisting of somewhat more than 100 men on duty 
in Calcutta, and as soon as these men are relieved they will be sent also to the 
same district. By this means Nuddea and its borders will have been supplied 
with about 500 men of the Oth, and 60 men of the 4lh Police Battalion. 

5. It appears to tlic Lieutenant Governor that Jessore is not sufficiently supplied 
with military police, but Major Miles and the head quarters of the 4tli Battalion 
are expected at the Presidency from Midnapore this evening. On their arrival a 
detachment of them will be sent immediately to Mr. Molony, in Jessore. 

6. The Lieutenant Governor lias obtained from the Government of India 
the services of the Laliore'^Light Horse, about 100 strong, now at Dum-Dum, 
and this force will be sent immediately to the districts where the excitement pre- 
vails. There are no more horse in Bengal. Two troops of Adlam’s Police 
Sowars have been called down from Beliar, but they cannot be in Bengal for some 
days. 

7. The original enclosure of your letter is herewith returned as requested. 
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From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commandant of the 4th Bengal Police Battalion (No. 1252), dated 27 
March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that you will immediately 
send for Lieutenant Smith, of your battalion, from Burdwan, and instruct him to 
proeeed with 60 men to join Mr. Molony, the magistrate of Jessore, who is in 
the neighbourhood of Kaloopole. Lieutenant Smith sliould be directed to march 
Bongong, where probably he will receive instructions from Mr. Molony. If 
not, he will proceed on towards Kaloopole and will hear from Mr. Molony on the 
road. 


(No. 1253-4.) 

Copy forwarded to the Inspector of Police Battalions for information. 
Ditto, to the Commissioner of Nuddea, for ditto. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Mgistrate 
of Jessore (No, 1259), dated 27 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forw^ard, for your information, a copy of a letter this day 
addressed to the Commandant of the 4th Bengal Police Battalion, from which you 
will observe that a detachment of that battalion has been ordered to join you as 
speedily as possible. You will be so good as to send instructions to meet the 
officer commanding this detachment at Bongong, if possible. 


From A, Grote, FiSq,, Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Governnumt of Bengal (No. 1), dated Kislinagur, 26 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I BEG to submit lierewitli the magistrate of Nuddea’s fourth weekly report, dated 
26th instant, and an extract as follows, from a (leini-otlicial, dated yesterday, 
from Mr. Molony, who is now encamped at Soobodhee, in thannali Kaloo- 
polc : — 

“ I have just returned from a ride in and about what Skinner considered the 
worst villages when he came out. There was none of the excitement that he 
mentions, and the people all api)eared to be engaged in their usual pursuits. They 
are evidently wavering and don’t exactly knoAv what they will do yet ; they in- 
formed mo that they had sent a deputation to Calcutta some three or four days 
ago, and that they were perfectly ready to obey the Government orders to sow, 
if it was given. I e.xplaincd to them, that if they were under advances tlieymust 
of course be expected to work them oft*, and that Goveriiinent could not possibly 
approve of their present attempt to break existing enpgements. They beliaved 
in a very orderly and quiet manner, quite different from what they did when 
Skinner came. It seemed to me tliat they had committed themselves to a line 
of conduct under the false representation of the wishes 'of Government, and did 
not first know how to back out of it. They said they thought they must do as 
others, and alluded to the Burogram. (Jyrainpore). They all had the same 
answer at first, when asked whether tliey were going to sow, ^ Das jun jaha 
l^OTe taha amova hoTiho, which showed that they looked somewhere for an 
example.” ^ 

2. I am quite satisfied with the arrangements which have been made. Captain 
Raban has been requested to fill up from head quarters the number of men 
who have been drafted from Lieutenant Duff*’8 party to Haut Boieah, where 
there is some public money in the camp of the Superintendent of Nuddea 
Rivers. 
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Tlio magislrato is right to watch the j)r()coe(lings of the several parties named 
ill his report. I Ikivc iiiysolf Avarned Baboo Sham Chuiider Pal Chowderec. The 
appearance of the new law Avill, 1 expect, put an end to all furtlier agitation. 

4. Tlie darogali has not yet reported the result of liis inquiries into the com- 
plaint of Mr. Hoyle, the railway engineer. The demonstration which caused him 
to leave his camp was not in any way directed against him. 

— May I request the return of the original enclosures of tliia and previous 

letters. 


Foujim Weekly Report on the Stale of the Indigo Dl'^iricts in Nuddea, for the week 

ending ‘24th Maich 1860. 

Since the date of my special report nothing whatever has oeenned (so lar as reported) 
in distnrhaneiM)! tile peace. J recapiiuhite the events of the week. From the south oi the 
(lisiiict, reports are now iavouiable. Duimg the first part the darognli reportt d that he was 
nottrealiai with the respect that he looked for, and that the proclamation was not attended 
to. J\Ir. I.anm. Ill’s httris were to the same effect. The tone of these leports changed 
towards (he latter pait of the week, the ryots being K'ported quieter and conediatory. 

‘2. Fiom the north the oceuirences during tlie first pait of the wi’ck wcie rather more 
serious than hitheito, ai»d soim* symptoms of uiivileness on (lie part (d the ryots began to 
show themselves. (3ii Monday 1 was ol)liged to break up cutcherry in consequence of tlie 
violent (leuieaiioiir of the ciowd towaids Mr. I'oi lung's amlah. The crowd nLiml)c>’ed 
oonsiderably above a thousand, and bt'ing unattended, save by my cutcherry peons, I did 
not think it ])rudent to run a risk of a rescue, smnlarto that ineurred by the joint magistrate 
of J essoro, with a darog.ili at his side. 

3. 'Fhe next day a stdl largei crowd asssemiiled, but tbe presence of two thannali 
burkundazes and a bettor arrangement of proceedings maintained perfect order. The 
princijial sjieakers, too, among the ryots absented tiiemselves. 

'1. On receipt of Mr. vSkirmer’s letter on the lOtli, 1 bad directed Lieutenant Duff to hold 
himself in reaJmoss to march with 30 men to Jdamoorhoodah ; on the ‘20th I received a 
h'tter theie from ]\lr. Hovle, a railway engineer, showing that he was also being drawn into 
tlie (pi<nrel, his supplies having Ijeen stojqaetl by the neighbouring village, and he b'iinself 
having left the place. This determined me to ouK r out the military police, and to apply 
for reinfoi caanents, vnIuc!) I did on my ai rival in the staiion on the Lieutenant Dull 

1 found had the same day received oiders from yourself to maieh out 80 men to Damuor- 
hoodah, and he lift vvitli iliem that evening, camping near I )amooi hoodah next day. 

.3. Tlu re aie four oi' five men in tlie zillah who«e comlnet 1 havebi'cn watching from some 
time p.isi. They aie Syain Clumder Pal (dioiidhery, of Ivina j;hat, who having a quarrel 
with l\lr. f/iimonr, ha^ bean using his power as zuimn iidar to prevent liis ryots from vowing 
for Mr. Lireioiir. This example lia^ acted uiif’avomablv on the neighbourhood, and 
partieulailv in ILibeelml Hosain, another zcmliida!. dlie latter has now withdrawn his 
o[)pi)Silion. Oil a repoit from Mr. Maelean s'aliug that the leader of the Joyrampore ryots, 
Rumruttoii Moiilik, has been down to tlie house of Srcgopal (meaning probaldy byain- 
cliundei), I sent to have him, and, if ^:^vamehnnder was in the house, him als(> arrested. 
The dan^gah iep,)rls neither of them to have In-en there, hut to hold Syamchunder in check. 
1 have sent the deyputy magistrate of S mtipore to llanaghat, witli orders to arrest Syain- 
eliunder on tlie lirsti.CigMS of intrigue being earned on. 

6. Tlia next is Ramriittun i^loulick, the nun wliose conduct is complain(‘d of by the 
Jessoit* autlioiitiev. 'idieir grounds of complaint have not been communicated to me, and 
I can (mly say, tliert foie, that the warrant issued against Imn and two of his brothers is being 
executed, om* o( the tiirei* having been arrested. The influence of these men is consider- 
able, ami butb i\lr. Maelean and bi.'^ police are vvalphing them most carefully, but hitherto 
notliing taiimble has tamed' up. I have requested Mr, Molony to let me know what evi-* 
deuce lias been obtained. They are putneedars of Joyrainpore, and the Lockeiiathpore 
concern liokU under them as izaiadars, and between the two theie is a quarrel. 

7. 1'he third h Brindabun Siikar, a man generally described as pugnacious. He has 
a quarrel with JMr. Ckuke, of Khalbolea, whose ryots have so far remained indiflereat 
spectators of the disputes going on elsewhere. IN o pari icnlar charge is preferred, except 
opposition to Mr. Claike, -ijiid lhave no reason to suppose that he has any other object than 
the preservation of his own ini crests. liis conduct, however, is also being closely 
watched. 

a. The fourth is Ranimohun Moiter, of Meherpore, a released prisoner, whom Mr. Platta 
lias already received orders to arrest on the first indication of intrigue. He is, I thmki 
a more dangerous cliaracter than Brindabun Sirkar. 


9. Th^ 
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9. There is one other man, whose motions are being obscrvctl, Moliesli Chmider Chat- 
terjee, a Sirkar of Ham Kutton, ryot of Jcssore. This man speaks English, and is a man 
of considerable education and notoriety. He would be, I think, most dangerous of the live 
as a leader, but he is behaving cautiously, and Mr. Maclean is quite aware of the importance 
of watching him at Damoorhooda. 

10. On the whole, I think a warning attitude is all that is ahsolulely required in dealing 
with these men, and that severe measures are likely to add to the difficulties of giving hur 
play to the new law. 

11. At the same time I am prepared on the first proof of continued activity (Ui their side 
to place the offenders under arrest. 

1‘2. The villagers require rougher treatment, and 1 have prohibited their moving more than 
five together from one village to another. 

13.1 have now the following force posted vis below : — 


- — - - - 

Men. 

- 

a 

3 

(/) 

CO 

03 

C3 

a 

Havildars. 

to 

'5 

in the Station, Captain Raban , - - 

77 

- 

2 

5 

6 

„ Lieutenant Baker - - - 

62 

1 

2 

4 

4 

At Damoorhoodah, Lieutenant Duff 

80 ' 

i 

1 

6 

3 

„ Meherpoor, lieutenant Robertson 

50 

- 

1 

3 

3 

,, Bongong, Soubhadar Sobham Khan - 

50 

• 

- 

3 

3 

Total - . 

319 

1 ^ 

0 

19 

19 


P.S. — I enclose Mr. Maclean’s report (copy) giving some^additionvil particulars.' 

/r. J. HerscheU, 

20 March 1800. Officiating Magistrate. 


Weekly Report on the State of the Indigo Districts, from 17th March to 24th, 
Subdivision of Damoorhoodab. 

Th ANNA II IfUKOEE. 

A DEMONSTRATION was made on the night of the 10th March by the villagers of 
Kalidosspore, Kumulpore, and Gohinpore, a preliminary inquiry by the naih darogah imputed 
the proceeding on the part of the ryots to an inqiresMon that the factory of Paikpara^ 
against which tlie demonstration was made, had seized tlioir cows. I, however, directed the 
darogah to inquire persoiiully into the case, and vilso the fat ts allmh'd to by Mr. Jloylc, of 
the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

Mr. Tripp, of Bamoiidee, complained that his suty stack at Akubppre was destroyed by 
a fire, the work of incendiaries. The chargi; wvis made against the Kiisakond(!e vill.igers, 
but, as I learn from the police reports, only suspicion, and no pioof, is offered by the 
factory. 

The northern part of this tliannah is rather unsettled, and I liave, therefore, requested 
Lieutenant Duff to detach a native officer and 30 men o> Hat Bolivi, a position from which 
any poitiou of the Bamondec; and Doorgapon;, or Joimloh coucerns, can he speedily 
reached. 

Thannah Damoohiioodaii. 

This thannah has settled down. The petitions are now comparatively few, and I have 
heard of no assemblages of any so*'t. Lieutenant Duff' and (io men are stationed vit 
Damoorhoodah. 

Thannah Dowlijtgunge, ^ 

A few villages in this thannah are connected with the league supposed to exist. Their 
behaviour, however, has not been in .my way op[)osed to public tranquillity. 1 do not think 
that the state of those thannahs is oii the whole less satisfactory than at the close of last 
week. No attempts have been made on either side to resort to force, and 1 am confident 
that the presence of the police battalion, together with the operation of the anticipated law, 
will restore these districts to their usual quiet. 

72 . I I 4 
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During the past week the joint magistrate of Jessore sent a warrant for the arrest of 
three of the principal Joyrampore putnidars, Ram Rutton, Rammohun, and Gieesh Mouliks. 
The two former have eluded capture, though on my visit to Joyrampore they both came 
freely to my tent. They are charged with intention to break the peace, but I am not aware, 
from any facts brought to my knowledge, that they have done more than foment the quarrel 
between the factory and the ryots. 'I’lus was. 1 believe, at first done on private grounds, 
and without any idea that the movement would attain its present dimensions. 

(signed) A» 1\ Maclean^ 

24 March 1860. Assistant Magistrate. 


From A, R. Youjig, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Nuddea (No. 1275), dated 27 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1, of yesterday’s 
date, submitting reports from the magistrates of Nuddea and Jessore regarding the 
present state of those parts of the two districts in which the indigo excitement 
prevails, and the measures taken by those officers to settle the minds of the ryots 
and to prevent any disturbance. These reports arc satisfactory. 

With reference to what is remarked about the new law, the Lieutenant Governor 
trusts that its etrccts will he as good as it is anticipated that they will be. But it 
is quite possible that in some places the law may disappoint some cultivators, whose 
minds for a moment may become irritated and excited ; and it is absolutely 
necessary that whenever tliere is the least chance of this, a party of horse or of 
the military police (and a very small party indeed is seen to be always enough for 
one place) must be near at hand. In a case of this nature, seeing the sort of 
people and the sort of feeling we liave to deal with, it is an object not only to be 
pre[)arcd, but to show that we are in every quarter. There is now an adecpiate 
force in the excited districts, or on the way to them; and if tliis force is properly 
distributed, the preservation of order may be regarded as secured. 

The Lieutenant (ioveu-nor desires that you will carefully avoid the error of 
clubbing a coni])arati\ ely large body of men, whether of horse or foot, at one place, 
such, for example, as Kislinaghur. For the sort of efl'ect re([uired at present a 
much larger number of men at Kislinaghur than suffices for the protection of the 
ncighhourhood of that spot, would not he very much more useful than at 
Calcutta. 

A party of the Lahore Horse w’hich has been ordered to proceed to Kishnaghur 
must he detaclird, to bent the disposal of the magistrate of Jessore. 

You are, of course*, aware that the new law must be worked, not only or 
mainly at Sudder stations, liiit in the interior and in the neighbourhood of every 
place where recourse; to it is at all likely to he had liy planters, or where planters 
are at all likely to attempt unlawful violence in order to avoid the necessity of 
having recourse to it. 

The original enclosures eif your letter are herewith returned. 


From A, Grotc, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 85 Ct.), dated Allipore, 3 April 
18G0. 

Sir, 

I BKG to submit herewith the Nuddea magistrate’s last weekly report on the state 
of his disLrift. This brings up his narrative to the 31st, on which date I left 
Kishnaghur. 

2. I directed Mr. Ilerschel to issue an order to the effect explained in his 4th 
para. I found that in f=/3veral cases of maltreatment of factory servants, the latter 
were handed over to the police on a charge sometimes to the effect merely that 
they had been found trespassing in the village. The impression on the villagers’ 
part that the factory peojilc had no business in their villages was the consequence, 
in some measure, of the muddud purwanahs which the magistrates were in , the 
habit of issuing on the ryots’ petitions some months ago. 

3. During 
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3. During the week that I have been at Kishnaghur I have seen several of the 
leading planters of the district. None of these gentlemen apprehend any aggres- 
sive act on the part of the villagers, or admit that there are grounds for such 
apprehensions. Who are the writers of the alarming and exaggerated reports 
which from time to time appear in the public papers I could not ascertain. 
Residents at the Kishnaghur station, 1 found, knew nothing of many of the occur- 
rences therein communicated till the Calcutta papers came in. 

4. Some of the Nundunpore ryots petitioned me to the purport of the petitions, 
so many of which have been before Government. Tlie ryots, who were perfectly 
tractable and reasonable, denied stoutly that they were under advance, and asserted 
earnestly their wishes to abandon their connexion with the factory as an uni)ro- 
fitable one. The effect of the order just published, in accordance with your letter 
dated 27th ultimo. No. 1273, which directs the police to explain to the people 
the provisions of the now law, will probably be to make all these jiarries sow indigo 
for this year ; but the very coercion which is now as a special measure being 
applied, will make their aversion to indigo cultivation stronger than ever. 

5. The planters quite see this, and all those gentlemen that I have met are 
prepared for a reform of the present system. 

6. I take this opportunity of submitting in original a letter from Mr. Collis, 
with its enclosure from Mr. Meares, which the former gentleman has requested 
me to lay before Government, with reference to the remarks made on J\ir. Meares’ 
conduct in the Nuddea magistrate’s weekly report, dated IStli ultimo. I liave 
not that report before me to refer to, but if Mr. Herschel omitted in it to mention 
that Mr. Meares bad offered 200 rupees to the Doodlipettce villagers, it was 
either from inadvertence or because he considered the offer inadequate, wliich ho 
did. He accepted, perhaps, too readily the statement of the villagers as to the 
amount of property destroyed by the fire. 

7. Mr. Molony’s demi-official daily reports have throughout the week been 
favourable. He has warrants out against one or two parties, who have, he thinks, 
committed themselves by collecting money from thh villagers with a view to 
carrying on the agitation against indigo cultivation. 


Fifth Weekly Report on the State of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea, for the 

Week ending 31 March 1360. 

The district has been comparatively quiet throughout the wer^k. 

2. My subdivisional reports are not yet in ; they will contain nothing beyond what I c:m 
now report, except details of a few slight encounters between the two piirti( s, juincipally 
on the question of cattle trespass, or of attachment of crops, or other zernindarec luatteis. 

3. The result in, I believe, every case has been that the planters’ servants have been 
beaten or sent prisoners to the thannah, hut in no case has any dangerous bodily haini been 
done. (In one, which occurred last week, a pyadah had his eyebrow^ cut open and four 
teeth knocked out.) 

4. This result, however, has compelled me to issue an order to the police which shall, at 
all events, enable a planter as zemindar to send his servants into a village without the 
certainty of their heads being broken. I have no fear that tlie order will be abused. The 
ryots have cleaily exceeded their rights in ejecting the agents ot their landloids, and the 
latter have a clear claim to the support of tlie police. 

6. Mr, Platts, at Kurreempore, mentions in a semi-wceklv letter that Mr. Sibbald had 
reported one riotous assembly, and the accounts from Mr, Tripp’s villages are taking (he 
same form as has been the case in almost every concern hitherto, liut these are the only 
two places in which the feeling is reported hotter than belbre. This, I believe, is only 
because it began there later. In all other directions it is cooling down. In the soutli, 
indeed, everything is reported as quiet as usual, and the ryots are said to be prepared^ to 
sowj but from Mr. MacNeil I hear that petitions are being put in by the ryots. The 
prospect of a settlement there, though not certain, is decidedly hopeful. 

6. The villages in Mr. Tripp’s line engage at present the most attention, and a party 
under Lieutenant Robertson of 30 men has been marched from Mclmrpore to Bamooiidee 
in consequence, and a similar party from Dahmoorhoodah under a jemadar to Hat-Boleah. 
The reports of the last two days are more favourable. 

78. K K 7. The 
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7. The planters have, to some extent, been engaging lattials lately ; but I am confident 
that the object of this has been merely sell-protectiun, and that in the presence of the 
military a number of men will be dismissed. 

8. Some of the leading men among the ryots liave been in to the station at my call, and 
have engaged to quiet their followt'rs. liamriitton has not yet been caught, though twice 
traced apparently to and from Calcutta. 1'he .loyrampore villagers say they will pay up the 
penalty rather ilian sow. This they may perhaps do, as Mr. Meares tells me their cash 
advances at jueseiit are veiy small ; but I doubt whether the example will be followed on a 
large scale. 

9. Mr. Platts lias obtained direct proof of instigation against one man whom he has 
arrested in consequence. 1 shall repoit on this case when completed. 

10. The new law will commence working on the first petition. Mr. Mackenzie has 
joined ^ t Hadrah. Mr. Taylor will be at Dahmoorhoodah on Wednesday. Mr. Betts has 
gone to Jessore. 

11. The following is the present disposition of the forces in camp in this zillah : — 

Bengal Military Police 


Damoorhoodah 

- 80 Men under 

Lieut. Duff. 

Hat-Boleah, Mr. Tripp’s line 

- 30 „ 


Jemadar. 

Bamoondee „ „ 

- 30 „ 


Lieut. Robertson. 

Melierpore . - - 

- &0 „ 

it 

Jemadar. 

Iladrah - - - - 

- 60 „ 

it 

Lieut. Baker. 

Bongong - - > - 

- 00 „ 

300 

it 

Soubdr. Soobhan Khan. 


Lahore Light Horse. 


March to-morrow, as below. 


Damoorhoodah - o 
Soobdhcc, in Jessore 
Kurrcemporc 
Kishnughur - 


Kishnaghur, 1 April 1860. 


30 sabres under Capt. Travers, with stafT, 

30 „ „ Lieut. 

20 „ ,, Lieut. 

20 „ „ Serjeant at 

my own disposal. 

JF. J, Ikrschel, 

Ofheiating Magistrate. 


From S. E. CoUh, Esq., to A. Grot(\ Esq., Commissioner of Nuddea, dated 
Calcutta, 31 March 18G0. 

Sir, 

With reference to the assertion made by Mr. Herschcl to yon of the state of 
the district from^t^ie 17th to the 24th of March, which was read out on Saturday 
last at the meeting of tlie Legislative Council, and wliicli is as follows: — ‘‘In 
regard to the Doodhpettee fire I regret to say that Mr. Meares has shown no 
desire to remove the suspicion of the ryots against the factory, a suspicion resting 
on grounds much stronger than in the Kadjoorah case against the ryots, I have 
tlie honour to forxvard an extract of a letter from Mr. Meares to me. I have also 
just received a letter from Mr. Tweedie, the manager of the Lokenauthporo 
division of the concern, in which he states as follows: — “ At this season the ryots 
arc in the liabit day and night of burning the chaff and refuse of their cold- 
weather crop, and they are most careless as to tlie spot chosen for doing so, 
usually just wlierc it liappcns to be ; the consequence is that fires are frequent, 
and were the factory people to be rcsjioiisible for them all, they would be in 
constant hot water/' •As to Mr. Meares giving no assistance in the matter, ho 
distinctly told Mr. Herschel he would give 1,000 rupees to find out the culprit, 
and would give the ryots 200 rupees to assist them in building up their houses. 
Mr. Tweedie goes on to state, “ as to the number of houses burnt, only six ryots’ 
houses were burnt, and every little outhouse and cow-shed must have been 
counted to make up the exaggerated number 28.’’ Mr. Tweedie further states 

the 



INDIGO CULTIVATION IN BENGAL. 


259 

the sum of 6,000 rupees put down as the loss supposed to have been sustained 
by the Doodhpettee ryots is a g^ross exaggeration. 

As the assertion of the magistrate has been published, and is likely, if iincontra- 
dicted, to do Mr. Meares a serious injury, it is due to him to have his statement 
of the case heard, I have, therefore, to request you will forward a copy of this 
letter and enclosure to his Honor the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. 


Extract from Mr. Menres Letter, dated Lokenatlipore, 27 March 1860. 

I NOT only offered 1,000 rujiees to find out who bad burnt the houses or who 
had instigated (he burning of them, but I offered the ryots 200 rupees to rebuild 
the houses. This I did to Mr. Ilerschel in Mr. Twoodic^s presence. T under- 
stand there were not more than 20 houses burnt, if that, ami I feel sure none of 
our people had anything to say to the burniiig, and when I made the offer of 200 
rupees 1 thought it was very liberal, seeing how badly the ryots were behaving. 
Fires occur every week during the month of March, and if the factory servants 
are to be made responsible for tliem all, they will have enough to bear. 1 have 
inquired into the case, and, as I said before, I do not believe that any of our 
people had anything to say to the case. 


Telegraph Message from J, MacNeil, Es(j., to the Lieutenant Governor, 
Calcutta (Bongong, 8 April 1860). 

Riot just reported at Narainpoor in Bhagda, 24 miles off. Arrested persons 
rescued from the police. T start immediately with military police for the place. 


From A. (hote. Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 

the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 90 Ct.), dated Allipore, 

10 April 1860. 

Sir, 

I i3E(i to lay before his Honor the Lieutenant Governor the Nuddea magis- 
trate’s sixth weekly report, dated tlie 9th instant. 

2. I fear Mr. Maclean’s health is again beginning to fail; tlie heat in tents just 
now must be trying. I hope arrangements may soon be made for constructing 
the subdi visional buildings at Damoorhoodah as well as at Bongong. 

3. A daily return will be made to me by each ofTicer of adjudications under the 
new Bill, and next week I shall probably be able to show liow this is working. 
As I have stated in a previous letter, I do not think that thei^o will be many 
awards, and the planters are right not to press for them, if they sec a likelihood 
of their lands being sown without coercion. 

4. The Jessore magistrate’s reports are favourable. He also anticipates very 
few cases under the new Bill. 

5. I have no particulars yet from Mr. MacNeil of the riot in Thannali Bagdah, 
which he yesterday reported by telegraph. 


Sixth Weekly Report of the State of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea, for the Week 

ending 7 April 18U0. 

Under the new law several cases of destruction of indigo have been taken up, and 
*^uni8hment has followed. 

The ryots in the south of the district have declared themselves ready to sow, and it is 
only in the north that tliey hold out. This is partly owing to the fact that Mr. Maclean 
has found it impossible to make head against ihe amount of work thrown on him. I was 
72. KK2 oUgtd 
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obliged to return to Damoorhoodah accordingly on Wednesday. I took Mr, Taylor up 
with me, and on examining Mr. Maclean’s file of cases found that, in fact, ihe machinery of 
justice had become clogged. I assumed charge of the olfice for three days, during which I 
struck off all cases the decision of winch was not imperative, and distributed the remainder 
among Mr. Taylor, stationed at llaUBoleah, Mr. Maclean at the subdivision, and 
Mr. Betts, whom 1 detained lor this p^npo^e. The number of collectory cases instituted by 
the planters has also added enormously to the work on hand. Mr. Maclean is in no way 
to blame. 

The ryots generally are awaiting the first decisions under the law. The planters are 
averse to bring cases, saying they would rather not press ihe ryots if they will sow without 
lecourse to 1 iw. However, a veiy large number have now beoii started at Damoorhoodah, 
and 1 expect decisions on tluni before the end of the week. 

On my return from Dainooriioodah on Satordav, I went lo one of the villages in the Khal- 
bolcali Concern, where the ryots refused to sow. On explaining the law to them they 
submitted, it being clear that tiny had taken their advances: If that is the order of 
Goveinnieiit,” they said, course wc must sow.” 'This is the general feeling, and the 
first decisions undci the Act will pmduce sowings all o\er the district. I have been urging 
tlie planters, therefoie, lo bring their case> on at once, that the result may be as speedily 
made known as possible. 

The lust news in from Mr. Trljip’s neighbourhood is that he expects the ryots 
' w. 

While at Damoorhoodah, I had in the Joyrainpoie ryots. They simply denied that they 
were under advances for the present year; -^ome of them, tl>ey admitted, had taken 
advances, but the greater part tliev said had not done so, and, unleis ordered to sow, they 
d(( lined to do it. Their behaviour was peifectly ros[’ectlul. I took the opportunity wliile 
at Damoorhoodah of inquiiing into the groundN on which Ramruiton Moulik was oHicially 
reported to have assumed the title of Neel Bunsa Bimisiik, (fee. It is certain the title has 
never been seen in writing, and how it arose oially I am quite unable to ascertain. 


From /). J, MacNcil, Esq., Joint Magistrate of Bongong, to tlie Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal (No. 12), dated Naraiupoor, 12 April 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report for the information of Government that, having 
received a report on the evening of the 8th instant from the darogah of Bagdha, 
that he had been attacked by a mob in this place, and that four persons whom he 
had arrested had been rescued from him, I came down at once to the spot with 
30 of the military police. I rc.ichcd this place at sunset on the 9th, and upon 
information received from the darogah and others, I arrested the same night in 
their houses 18 out of 23 oflenders, whose names were known. One other person 
has since been apprcliended, and I h.ave convicted the whole 10, and sentenced 
them to six months’ imprisonment and to fine. I have also dismissed seven of tho 
village ])olicc, who wore present and refused to lend tlie darogah any assistance. 

2. The facts of the case appear to have been as follow : — A petition was pre- 
sented to the darogah of Bagdha, at Jadabporo, on the 7th instant, by one of the 
Elasmari factory jicople, to say that, without the a-ssistance of a burkundaz to keep 
the peace in Narainpoor, they dared not go into that village to get the indigo 
sown, and that as rain had fallen, they wished to do so at once. The darogah 
sent a burkundaz to the spot, and ordered the naib darogah of Mohishpore also 
to go there and see that no disturbance took place. 

3. Another ])elition was presented to the darogah a few hours afterwards by 
another of the factory servants, stating that they had actually gone to Narainpoor 
to sow indigo, and had been driven out by the villagers, and asking leave to go 
there in person. Ho did so, and on arriving at Narainpoor on the morning 

8th instant, he found the naib darogali in the act of reading out to some 25 of 
the ryots the proclamaiiou, issued by my jiredeccssor three weeks ago under the 
magistrate’s orders. The darogah then read out to the people the purwana and 
istcdiar recently issuofi, which exjilain the provisions of the new Act. They 
laughed at him, and said they would obey no such orders. 

4. The darogah then imjuired from the Elasmari factory gomastah, who was 
present, who were the principal men amon'i the ryots before him. The gomastah 
pointed’ out four persons, mentioning their names. The darogah ordered two 
burkuntlazes who were with him and the chowkeedars present to arrest them ; the 

chowkeedars 
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chowkeedars refused, but the burkundazes obeyed his directions and seized the 
four men pointed out. They had not taken them, however, above 100 yards, 
when the ryots of the neighbouring villages who had been collecting round, and 
had apparently been lying in wait out of sight, suddenly appeared to the number 
of 200 or more, with latties in their hands, laid hold of the darogah’s prisoners 
and dragg-'d them away from the burkandazes, and tijreatened and abused the 
darogah himself and his naib. The darogali, seeing how numerous his assailants 
were, did not attempt to recover the men who had been rescued from him,, but 
retired, and reported the matter to me. 

5. The case is therefore one of simple resistance to the police, and would not 
be of any great importance were it not for its connexion with the ill-feeling pre- 
vailing among the ryots towards the ipdigo planters. That ill-feeling had to a 
great extent passed away in tliis part of the district, if indeed there ever has 
been much of it; but it has suddenly revived, and seems very widely spread. It 
will be impossible to tell, until another fall of rain occurs, what effect the punish- 
ment of these offenders may have upon the neighbourhood ; but the last fall has 
been followed by no sowing throughout the greater part of the lands of the 
Ketgoora factory. I am assured that only from 200 to 300 beegahs have been 
sown out of 12,000, though a large portion of them had previously been ploughed 
up for the purpose. 

6. I have every hope that the removal of these individuals whom I have just 
convicted, and among whom are some of the principal promoters of the op|josition 
to the factory people, will have a very good effect. But iho suddenness and 
extent of this movement among ryots, who only a fortnight ago jirofessed their 
readiness and willingness to perform their contracts, seems to set all anticipations 
as to their future behaviour at defiance. Emissaries from other more disaffected 
parts must be at work among them. 

7. Just now all is quiet, and I therefore return to Bon gong. 


(No. 1938.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in the Homo 

Department. 


Prom A. Grate, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to tlie Secretary to 

the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No, 100 Ct.), dated Allipore, 18 
April 1860. 

Sir, 

I BEG to submit herewith, in original, the Nuddea magistrate’s seventh 
weekly report on the state of that part of his district in which the iiuligo 
disputes prevail. 

2. I presume that Mr. Hcrscliel refers to Sections 1., II., and IT I. of the law 
as the contract sections, and to V. and VI. as the penal sections. The planters 
are actino* unwisely for their ultimate interests, if, as here reported, they are 
trying “ to invest the law with greater terror than it really has.’’ No doubt the 
promulgation of this stringent law and the presence of troops must give them for 
the moment tbe advantage of appearing to have the whole weight of Government 
on their side ; but if the ryots, acting on good counsel and appreciating the 
exceptloiud character of the late measure, accept this as an order to sow for this 
year, and reserve the question of their relations with the factories for deliberate 
decision hereafter, they will occupy a far better position for obtaining ihoir object 
than the planters, artificially supported as they are, now hold. 

3. I cannot help fearing that misrepresentations of tlie real purport of the law 
must have had some influence on such ryots as are reported to have taken 
.advances and made contracts since its promulgation. 

4. The cases instituted in the Damoorhoodah subdivision have not yet been 
reported ; in one case only, under Section VI., disposed of by Mr. Herschel, has 

^* 2 . kk 3 the 
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the decision been before me. In Jessore no cases under the new law have yet 
been instituted. 

5. rdo not like to sec the mention here made of Mr. Betts having sentenced 
a rnooklitar to six months* imprisonment and fine under Section V. The elfect 
of such a sentence will naturally be to deprive the ryots of legal advice iii the 
management of their cases, which will give the new law a still harsher character 
than it must now wear. I have sent for the record, and shall report on Mr, 
Betts’ proceedings lieroafter, and 1 shall require a re])ort from the magistrate on 
tlio lieavy ])eiialties inflieted by Mr. Mackenzie in the cases decided by him under 
Section VI. 

(). T have soon Mr. MacNeil’s Report on the Nar:un])oro ryots, and so, I am 
aware, has his IJonor the Lieutenant (iovernor. Tlie application to the darogah 
does not aj)[H‘ar to me to have been sullicient to justify him in acting on it as ho 
did; but 1 reserve my opinion on this jmint till I see the record, and learn the 
instructions which he gave to the hurkiindaiize when sending him to the village. 
The factory people should have brought a suit if they liad reason to apprehend 
that the Narainpore ryots would not sow. The darogali’s S’.ibscquont proceeding 
in going personally to the spot on a second similar application, and in arresting 
four persons pointed out by the factory gomast ah, as tlie principal men, in a crowd 
which laid laughed at him, appears to hav(‘ been arbitrary and injuiicious enough 
to have provoked a more serious riot than that which followed. 


(No. 1939.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in the Home 

Department. 


Seventh Weekly Uej’oiit the State of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddenh, 

ending 14 April 18(30. 

I’liR operation ol the new law has beoan to sliow itself in the eonduct of the p('Oj)le. It 
has undoiibtiidly acted as an irritant. The [)lanters, to puiee by the eomplaints put in, arc 
straining eveiy nerve to invest the law with gi eater terror tlian it really has, and the sen- 
tences passed under it are ludd tin eats over the ryots, who in several places have 

agreed to sow, yielding in some; to the hue hidding of tlie law, in otlieis to sunple fear. I 
have IK t yet had a single e.is(‘ profen ed to me under the contract section, though I have 
had SPV( lal preferred iimler the penal sections. As a sign of the same tendency to coerce, 
instead of to sue, the lyot, even uiifba’ the present most summary law, 1 should mention 
that the /eniindaree powers ol the ])lantei^, to eject ryots or to measuia; their lauds, are 
being lai.ely worked, but a steady disinclinatioii apjx'ars to exist to bring the red point at 
is^ue into court at once. The only e\( eptiou that 1 know of }et is in Mr. Forlong’s case, 
who has iiistitiitt'd several suitsut Dainoorln od.th. .Mr. i\l.icle;ui (w hose tile is now reduced 
to maiiagv able limits) received a great number of eases on Satiiiday, the 7tli, and he has 
broughi a number of theui to a decision ali(‘ady, ami so have Messrs, d'aylor and J3etts. 

2. Mr. Maehau reports:— “ No I reucli of the peace ha'^ taken place in this pcirt of the 
districi, nor have any assemblages on the part of the villageis, or other pioceedings likely 
to disLuib I lie public tranquillity, taken place. 

“ In the Ilaidce f’iiannali, Air. Taylor has been disposing of the eases brought by Mr. 
Hills, of Ivatcliicatta, under the Bill to enforce indigo eontiacts, and tlie ryots have generally 
agreed to sow in obedience to orders. Here Mr. Betts and myself have had a good number 
ol case^ instituted by the Neeebindipoor and Peerpoor factories. For two or three days 
the ryots steadily refused, and some were committed to the civil gaol in defauli of payment 
of the pecuniary award. Yesterday, however, most of tho«c committed by myself agreed 
to execute their contracts as ordered, aud vvcic therefore leleased, being at the same time 
warned that any delay would entail serious consequences on them. 

The cases will be duly reported, in obedience to the instruetiisns this day received. I 
will only remark at present that the ryots h<ive steadily denied the receipt of advances, in 
the face ol the factory accounts, signed by the European assistant, and of the evidence on 
oath of the dewan who paid Ihe money. No other defence has been put forward beyond 
this simple denial. 

“ Trespass and destruclion of indigo cases are very few in number. Intimidation and 
attempts to dissuade have been brought forward, and in one case a niooktear was sentenced 
by Mr. Iktis to imprisonment for six months and fine. \ 

No cases have yet been tried from the Khalboleali or Lokenathpoor factories.” 


3. I have 
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3. I have called for tlie last case mentioned, as also for one in which Mr. Mackenzie at 
Hadrah, has sentenced a number of ryots to imprisonment for six months for cattle destruc- 
tion of indigo. The penalty in the latter instance appears severe for a first case, 

4. The only disturbance occurring since my last Report has been at Narainpoor. in the 

Bongoug subdivision. Tiiat it took place at all was owing to the disbelief of the rvots 
in the authenticity of the orders read out to them. The Report has already been submitted 
to Government direct by Mr. MacNeil, and 1 enclose a copy of it herewith. The prompt 
punishment dealt out will, I think, restore discipline. ^ 

5. On the wliolc, the w’eek has been a critical one, with several sowing sliowers of iTiin. 
In the Mulnath concern, the villages which at first showed greaiosi opposition have sown 
as usual. In the north, nlso, several villages have sown, but the gcn?i*al proirress is slow, 
and the difficulty of facilitating it, without injustice to those ryots whom tlie law does not 
afi’ect, is what makes it so. 


From A. It Youngs Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Nuddea (No. 1838), dated 19 April 1800. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. lOOCt., dated the 
18lh instant, enclosing Mr. IlcTschcrs seventh weekly report on the state of the 
indigo districts in zillab Nudd(‘a. In this special reference is made to the w orking 
of the new law, which, Mr. Ilerschel observes, has been nnieli misrepresented by 
the planters to the ryots, the sentences passed under it being held out as threats 
over the latter, with a view to coerce them to take advances. You seem to 
think tliat tliere is good ground for this belief. 

The Tiieutenant Governor is confident that if, as represented by Mr. Herschel, 
the planters are straining the law to invest it with greater terror than it really 
has,’’ you will see that tlie mngistrafes efl'ectively ])re\eiit such abuse. 

Tlie circumstance you report, that some ryots have (uitered into agreements 
and taken advances since the promulgation of tlie taw, is remarkable. It jiroves 
at least this, that all the ryots who used to cultivate indigo w'cro not, as a matter 
of course, under agreement to cultivate this year ; and therefore great care is 
requisite iu re([uiring proof of the agreement w henever the fact is disputed, other- 
wise grievous injustice may be done. 

Mr. Ilcrscliel states that in the cases which have been tried, the evidence for 
the factories was their own books, as to the payment of advances, and tli(‘ oath of 
one of their own nalive servants; whilst no other detence^ has been jiiit forw^ard 
than a sinijde but steady denial of tlie receipt of advances by tbe ryot. The Lieu- 
tenant Governor makes no doubt that the cases were de cided in conformity with 
substantial justice, and presumes that in this, as in all otlku- civil actions now, 
the defendant is allowed to give his own evidence on oath, as well as the plaintiff' 
and his native servants. But the niaiiiier iu which the trials an* spoken of makes 
this a little doubtful. If the case be not so, then justice is not done. When 
the defendant’s oath contradicls that of the plaiiitifFs native servant, the obvious 
duty of the judge is to seek out by all means independent evid(*nce, to show 
which story is the more credible. Tliis duty, it is lo be lioped’is never neglected. 

The factory books sliow^ that advances have been charged to llic owner of the 
factory ; but it is not stated tliat they contain the rceeijits of the payees ; and it 
is not stated wliat the evidence of the Eurujiean assistant who signs them shows 
regarding the system of payment and entry. 

These omissions in Mr. Herschers reqiort of the general character of these trials, 
the infliction by Mr. Mackenzie of the (‘xtreme peiiahy for the first case ever 
tried under the new law for destruction of indigo, and the unexplained sentence 
of a legal agent of some ryot ajiparently to iniprisoninent for six months, show tlie 
necessity for the earliest possible revision by you of these j)ro(‘('ediiigs, in order to 
make it quite sure now, and to be able to make it manifest hereafter, that the 
principles of equity and moderation are ol)serv(‘d by ei^eli officer entrusted with 
the extraordinary powers granted by the new law. 


72. 
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From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal (No. 109 Ct.), dated Allipore, 25 April 1860. 

Sir, 

1 BEG to submit, for the information of Government, the Nuddea magistrate’s 
eighth weekly report, with its enclosure. 

2. '1 ho cases alluded to as having been brought by Messrs. Hill's concern have 
been disposed of by Mr. Tayler, and have not yet come before me. I hear, how- 
ever, that in some cases he has been awarding double penalty, which seems to bo 
beyond the law. 

3. I submit for inspection two oases decided by Mr. llerschel, and one decided 
by Mr. Mackenzie. These records will show his Honor that, at all events, the 
greatest pains have been taken by both officers to arrive at the truth. I hope all Mr. 
Tayler’s decisions may bear the same evidence. Mr. Betts’ certainly do not. The 
mookhtar, I learn, with great satisfaction, has been released on my report on the case. 

4. It will be seen that 279 men have been imprisoned, and nearly two-thirds of 
them for breach of contract, while tlie magistrate expects that at least 200 more 
will be irnpri.soncd for tlie same oll’encc'. 1 can hardly believe that any man really 
under contract, or what the magistrate declared to be such, would prefer going to 
gaol to sowing indigo, and such being the case, I am far from satisfied with the 
result. 

5. Mr. Maclean reports that the Nischindepore and Pcerporc suits have suc- 
ceeded in bringing about a settlement between Mr. Forlong’s factories and the 
cultivators. The Lokenathpore concern is only just beginning to bring suits. 
Allusion is made in his rcjmrt to the compromise of some cases of “instigation,” 
and I have sent for the records of these. 

6. The magistrate had had to correct a practice which Mr. Maclean had sanc- 
tioned in the Damoorhoodah subdivision of stopping tlie ryots from sowing paddy 
on what were claimed as indtgo lands. 

7. Mr.* Platt’s explanation of the circumstances under which he believes the 
Cathowly ryots to have lately given contracts is not satisfactory. His cases of 
“ instigation” are being examined by the magistrate. 


Eighth Weekly Rlpout of the State of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea, ending 

21 April 1«60. 

The district has luul its (ret and is submitting. Sowings are going on to a very consi- 
derable exteut. 


2d, The contract clause^ have been largely worked by Messrs, lliirs concern, and though 
I regret to say that the number of recusant ryots smit to piisoii is very large, yet this was 
to be expected. Thy law is against precedent to the ryot’s mind, and the illiterate populace 
cannot be taught the change lu so briet a space of tune without numerous examples. 

3d. Resort to the law in thi^. way has become more general since last week, but there 
are still many plantei^ who hold out, trusting to the examples which are being ^ 
save them the nece.ssity of iinjuisonieg their own ryots. In my last report I attribu^d tms 
reluctance of the plaiiurs to sue the ryot to a desire rather to coerce him. Without 
retracting that opinion, which I think applied at the lime, I do not wish to attribute to the 
game motive the reluctanee of all planters who still keep aloof. The law is being ve^ 
rapidly impressed on the ryots themselves, and that I believe to be all that is necessary 
ensure its object. ]\Tany of the planters^ therefore, who have not hitherto come into court 
are acting wisely in abstaining from doing so now. 

4th. I have had some didiculty to encounter during the week in controlling the general 
tendency to hurry matters to a conclusion. 

5tn The question is very near its solution, and the temptation to settle it at once is very 
great. I am waiting anxiously foi the reports of the next week, which will tell me whether 
1 base thrown loo much weight in the opposite scale. 


6th. I enclose copies ot the orders to which I refer. 

7th. Tlie iiritatioii to ivlucli I allude at first has shown itself in a number of assaults and 
tumultuous gatherings in the Bagdah Thannah, and a tendency m the same 
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which, but for the military police, would have broken out in Dann oriinodah too. As it is, 
no actual breach has occurieci, and Mr. Macleairs report (enclosed) is decidedly cheering. 

8th. I enclose also Mr. Platts’ report, which 1 am unable to condense much. It 
supports, I think, the opinion offered in my last, that the planters were trying the effect of 
their legal powers in other directions, rather than appeal to the law. 

Statement of prisoners in the civil and criminal jail, under Act XL of 1860, dated 23d 
April I860:— ^ 


For Breach of contract - - - - - - « -173 

Destruction of indigo - -- -- --49 

Intimidation •--.-----,57 

Total - - - 279 


At least 200 men are expected for breach of contract. 


Mr. A. 2\ MacleavL s y.Aghih Weekly Report of the State of the Indigo Districls. Sub 
division Damoorhoodah, from 16th to 21st Apiil 1660. 

Damoorhoodah. 

During the past week there has been a great improvement in the Nischindepore and 
Peerpoor villages. In fact, I believe they have universally agreed to sow, laken their seed, 
and cornmcnced to cultivate. In Joyrampoor the head men hod admitted the engagements 
of the village generally, and promised to effect a settlement within a very few days. ^ I hear 
they are striving to bring it about, but that their ryots are determined against it. The 
sowing of paddy has been, I fear, carried to a considerable extent, and the consequence will 
be, a large number of breach of contract cases. Hitheito none have been bionglit forward 
from Lokenathpore ; those from Nischindepore and Peerpoor have brought about an unir 
veisal settlement. 


Doulutgunoe. 

The Khalbolca concern lias prosecuted a few ryots for breach of contract, and the advance 
being proved, the defendants went to jail in default of payment of damages awarded. The 
village of Sliammiggur, in which alone any active opposition to the factory was going on, is 
reported by the mooktear to have come to terms with them, and they now expect all to go 
on smoothly. Two cases pending against Asalut Biswas and others for instigation, &c., 
have been compromised. 

In Hardee the ryots seem less disposed to come round than here, and Mr. Taylcr has a 
great deal of vvoik, I hear. 

The ‘darogah reports that the Jhaoodiah ryots were rather insubordinate towards him 
recently, refusing to admit him to their village ; butno actual resislance was ofl’eied. 1 have 
called for a full report on the case, which originated in some disputes with the factory, some 
of whose cattle, &c., were carried off'. I trust the case will not prove serious. 


To THE DaROGAIIS. 

The sowings of indigo and rice havin': commenced, I observe that several police officers 
are exceeding their authority in attempting to secuie quiet by inducing the ryois to sow. 

2. I have to call the attention of all police officers to my orders of'f^st March, in which 
the police were absolutely prohibited fiom ufing their influence one way or the oilier. They 
were directed merely to read the law or other orders out, hut not to attempt to explain it. 
If the ryots do not unde^^tand, they must be told to come in to the nearest magistrate. 

3. The duties of the police arc now much simpler than beh re. The law is now pretiy 
well understood, and the late orders to read it cut m villages wheie it may be necessary arc 
accordingly stopped, excepting as to the section about destroying indigo. 'I he destruction 
of indigo is to be prohibited to the utmost. The darogahs will now confine theni&ehes to 
their usual duty of keeping the peace only. 

4 . The new law does not give the police any more power than heretofore to either order 
a ryot to sow indigo or to prohibit him from sowing nee. It merely allows the magistrate 
after judicial inquiry to order a ryot who has taken advances to sow indigo, and allows the 
ryot, if he prefers to pay the damages, to sow rice. If he does not pay the damages he will 
go to prison. 

6. This order is not to be published. It is intended for the guidance of youiself and your 
subordinates, and is to be kept to yourself. 

W, J, Hersckel, 

19 April 1800, Officiating Magislrate. 
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To THE DaEOGAHS. 

The enclosed notification is to be simply read out wherever my wder prohibiting the 
interference of the police in the matter may have encouraged the ryots to sow rice to their 
own and the planter’s loss. 

W. J. Hemkel, 

23 April 1860. ^ Officiating Magistrate. 


Notification. 

I HEAR that several ryots, without thinking of the result, are sowing rice on indigo lands. 
This is sheer folly and wrong doing of theirs. 

The ryots well know, and those who don’t may learn it now, that under the new law any 
crop sown on lands which ouglit to have been sown in indigo, will be attached by Govern- 
ment to pay the planter’s damages. 

Jf alter this warning they sow rice on those lands, I have but one word to say: they will 
lose their crop, and when the commission hakims come, how are they to believe the words 
of the ryots when th(‘y see them show sucli budzatee ^ 

Let the ryots hear this in mind. 

JV. J. Herschel, 
Officiating Magistrate. 


From F. Plaits, Esq., Deputy Magistrate of Kurreempore, to the Magistrate of Niiddea 
(No. 76), dated Camp Meherporej 2 April 1860. 

Sir, 

With reference to your Memorandum, No. 252, dated 19th April 1800, and the copy 
accoini allying it, of the Commissioner of Nuddea's letter, No. 128, of the 16th April 1800, 
J have the honour to submit the following information: — 

2. Mr. Smith, of Catliowly, came to my cutcherry one morning during the week ending 
Friday, the lOtli April, and mentioned that the ryots of several of his villages had signed 
kobooleuts to sow indigo, and as others were coming in daily for the same purpose, lie was 
in hopes that he would not liaxe occasion to resort for the fulhlment of his contracts to the 
Contract Law in force. He slated also, by way of explanation, that he had agreed to reduce 
by one-hall tlie fpiantity of land hitherto sown by his ryots with indigo. 

3. The fact that many ryots have come to terms with (not only Mr. Smitli) planters, has 
been coniinnnicated to me also by the Meherpore darogah ; and as no suits for breach of 
contract have been instituted by Messrs. Tripp, Tessendie, Sibbald, or any other planter, 
with the exception of the manager of the Ruttonpore concern, it is clear either that matters 
have been settled, or there is a prospect of arriving at an amicable settlement without resort 
to litigation. 

4. I have no reason to siip[)(»se that unlawful measures have been adopted by the gentle- 
men I have named, to coerce the ryofs, for no complaints on that score have been made. 
It is true that one man presented a petition declaring that he had been forcibly compelled to 
sign a kobooleut ; but he soon after, and without producinghis evidence, filed a razeenamah. 
The ryots of many viliaiies liave dining the present week brought ^‘notices” to the darogali 
of this place for explanation, and they proved to be noliccs of ejectment under section XXI 
of the Arrears of Rent Law, The men w'ere informed that if their rent was notin arrears, and 
if they were not liable under tlie terms of the law of ejectment, their remedy lay with the 
Collector of the distiict. I have, however, mentioned this circumstance merely as a probable 
explanation of the ryots agreeing to cullivate indigo. There is another formidable power 
(formidable to the ryots) in the hands of tlie planter, by which he can make tlje ryot conform 
to his will. I alludf^o the system of receiving payment of rent in kind. The planters thus 
accumulate the greater portion of the grain of the district in their golabarees, and the rjrot’* 
chief supply is obtained from these stoies. If the planter refuses to sell or supply, tke result 
is obvious, 

6. The Commissioner considered it highly improbable that contracts should be renewed 
now, since “ so many alleged contiacts are being repudiated.” With reference to this opinion 

I wouhi beg to venture the following facts : 40 cases have been instituted in this court, and 

II men have alieady appeared as defendants ; of these 11, seven acknowledge that the 
contract to sow exists, and of the seven, four unreservedly admit having received an advance 
in cash ; while the otlur four say that the advance though made, was never received by 
them, as it was imme(liatel;y cariied to their credit on account of rent, which they acknow* 
ledge to have been due. Ihere remains then the minority of four, who repudiate the 
contracts and allege that their lands were sown by force. 

6. No cai^es under the new law between the Cathowly proprietor and his ryots have a§ 
yet bt eri decided by me. Two or three charges of mstigation of ryots^ and wanton destruc- 
tion of indigo crops, are pending and under investigation. I am unable to supply a report 
of the cases of instigation of lyots decid<.d by me, as the records of all such cases have been 
forwarded, according to instructions, to your office. 
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Prosecutor 
His Wittje«scs 


Nobo Biswas, servant of Mr. Clarke, of Khsilbolia. 
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Defendants 


Their Witnesses 
Crime charged 


1. Alum Biswas. 

6. 

2. Gopal Ghose. 

7. 

3. Dewan Mundul. 

». 

4. Sherag Bukshee. 

9. 

5. Hater Sheik. 

10. 


Hadoo Pandit. 

Joynal Sheik. 

Nufur Mundul. 

Kadim Miindui. 

Monmon Ghutok and others. 


Proceedings. 


Plainhff, sworn.— I am teshildar of Tengura and others. The ryots of Simla Pauch- 
potah petitioned to the court against sowing indigo. They wanted me to join them 
1 refused. They threatened me not to come in to tlie village again. Now the defendants 
1 to . . . give out that they will kill me, and not let me enter the^ village, and will bum mv 
house. 1 dare not go into my own house in the village, and I fear any day to hear of mv 
house being- burnt. ^ j j 

On being questioned who has said or done this, he stales that four days aao defendants 
1, 2, and 3 told me this ni Simla, at the house of Safi Sheik, near my own house, 

Kmmir,ed.~l am under engagement to sow indigo. The threats now used to me arc to 
deter me fioni sowing it. I have not dared to enter the villu-e (br a month past. 

Qim/ioii. Then how about your being at Safi’s bouse four' days ago?- Answer I did -o 
one night, after hearing this threat. I now live at Bhaichala. My family stay in mv 
bouse at Simla. I had not been home for a long time. I went only to see mv family not 
on my master s business. j 

1 1 r I » • . 


Why di l you stop at Safi’s house .'—They (his house and mine) are eight yards apart. 

)er of Mussulam and Gwalahs sitting there. They said, “Salam al.iikum,” 


1 saw a number 

( felt ficir awhile, ) I sat dovMi and we talked- awhile. They said, Wc are goimv to pro- 
secute oiir complaint; you must go uith us.’’ 1 refused. They said, We’ll make you.” 

T then \v(Mit home. I have not removed my family in conserjiieiice. I have six and half 
beegahs under indigo cultivation, but nut sown. As I was sitting theie, Punchaand Ishwar 
came; si eiiig the majli-, they came after I did fioni Cbiindei Kuy’s g(,labaiTce, about one 
russee off. J left the village early in the moining. I have imt had "any occasion to to 
the village bince. I left it a mouth ago. T geneially live Bnatchala, and go home after 
an inierviil of a we< k or two, or a month or two. 

li seems, then, that you went this time much as usual, and without opposition. I do not 
SCO that Nou were undtrany apprehension when you went home this time?— There has been 
nothing to do m the village lately, 'fhe rents aie all collected. 


Wit/u'ss . — Punchnram Ghose.— I and Isbwar, and R.michnnder Roy went to Narainpore 
in the afternoon. We were returning from Clninder Roy’s house. W heii near Safi’s house 
we saw defendants J, 2, and .‘3 telling plaintiff’, ‘‘You have agieed to sow indigo for the 
saheb ; if so, we will beiz/nt you and burn your house, and kill you anti your familv. If 
you join us, no one shall be allowed to touch you.” Phnntiff’objected, and called ont,’“ Do 
you hear?” Then all the rest of the defendants began to give him abuse and threats. 
Afterwaids plaintiff, by humouring them, got away. 

Evades or cannot say what the jiaiticular conversation was. Quite impossible to bring 
him to details. 

Went close up to the paura in which they were all sitting. down below it; got a 
hookah and a smoke there. They had a hubhle-bubble passing round. Don’t know 
wheflier Nobo Biswas was smoking. 

Ishwar Sirdar, — Ditto. Says plaintiff called on them tc bear witless to the fact that 
they had threatened to bum his house. 

Plaijitiff recalled. — Did you call on witnesses to bear witness when the threat of fire was 
used ? — 1 called them as witnesses to the general conductor the defendants; I did not do it 
in consequence of any particular threat used by any particular man. I said, You be wit- 
nesses,” and therefore got up and went away. Alum Biswas tirst used ihe words, “ We’ll 
burn your house,” I knew the witnesses before. 

Puncharamy re-examined. — I was told then by the plaintiff, “These fellows won’t be 
witnesses; 1 shall call you.” He told us this as he left the place. Alum fii*st said, “ We’ll 
bum your house.” I was not threatened when plaintiff said, “These fellows won’t bear 
witness ; you must.” 

By defendant’s mooktear, who has just come in. — I am a tagadgir of the sa.heb’8. 

Ishwar, — After a deal of examination, and being brought to the point by almost leading 
questions, says, Alum said, “ We’ll burn your house.” 1 am a nil tagadgir of the saheb’s. 

I do not believe the charge, and would dismiss it at once ; but? I prefer taking the defence 
of the party before deciding whether to put the plaintiff on his defence for preferring a false 
complaint. 

A/um Sheik, defendant— Denies : declares that Nobo Biswas did not go into the village 
that day. 

The same. . 

Diyanut , — ^The same. 

72 . 
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Decision 
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DeciskAi. 

I distrust the charge altogether. I fiud no reas .n to doubt that plaintiff did go into the 
village that day. His deposition wears an appearance of truth in this respect; but the only 
question before me is, what was said at the meeting between himself and tlie ryots. To 
prove this he brings two witnesses, who, concealing their service under the pliimtiff, put 
themselves lorward as chance ryots of another village accidentally passing the place. They 
are exposed now as regular paid servants of' the plaintilF. 

This, and the very un'^atisfactory result of the cross-examination, leave me no room to 
doubt that they were not really present at the meeting. Had they been present, they would 
have avowed their service, ann given it as the reason for their presence. 

That two hired wmiesses should have been brought is enough to maketlie plaintiff liable 
for a false coniplaint; but f. really believe there was a meeting of the two parties, and, 
before lotting him on bis defence, 1 expected t « get proof ot what really was said at it! 
The defendants, however, absolutely deny the presence of ihe plaintiff in the village that 
day; and, as I cannot believe their assoitions on the point, I cannot consider it proved 
that the plaintiff’s deposition is false. 

It is certainly not proved Irue, however, and the defendants are acquitted. 

1 earnestly hope no njore attempts will be made to support these charges by false wit- 
nesses. I am aware of the difficulty of proenrinir witnesses in the present state of affairs; 
but nothing can justify the deliberate talsificution of evidence. Had the story of the 
defendants appeared to me a reasonable one, 1 would not have hesitated to act upon it. 

19 April 1860. W, J. Ilenchel, Officiating Magistrate. 

Prosecutor - - - - - i. Okhd Chunder Biswas. 

TTis Witnesses - - - - 

Defendant 1. Bolai Mundul. 

His VVitnesses - - - . 

Crime cliaiged . - - _ Breach of contract. 


Pro: EEDiNGS. 

Plmntiffy sworn. — I am a servant of the Tezaratee of the Hanskhally concern. Defendant 
in 1859 , on the 11th February, took four rupees cash, after settling accounts which showed 
him to owe 9 J annas. He agreed to sow 2 i biiigahs year by year from 1859 to 18(>3-04, 
fur five years. He gave a written koboolyat. Now they won’t sow. 

Files the koboolyat. 

Plaintiff examined. — The koboolyat was signed in my presemce. 

By D^endanPs Mooktear. — The gomastha, Somnath Gangoolee, gave the money at the 
time. Mr. Hampton was then there in his room. The money was given to the duflurkhaiia 
of the press-house. 

l am now tezmatee oomaslha to the factory. I have no connexion with the indigo depart- 
ment of the factory. 1 live in village Bhadjanala, T know lint the a:.:reement specifies five 
vcais, and that it fixes lo rnjiees a lieegah as [lenaliy fur not cnltivatiri'j:. I do not 
leinemb 'i any of the other st-pulations. Joynaraio HisvVas signed the paper as liaviim been 
draft' d by him. llirmath vSheik the same. Ihe oiher witnessi's were Keemoo Sheikh, 
who toiiclnal the pen ; tlu ie was a Braluiiin, a mohurrir < f :Mr. Hampton’s 'ime there, who 
wrote the names toi' the wihK'sses who could not write; I don’t know his name. There 
were jiresent also Baiisi Sheikh, liahoo Sheikh, and Nazir Sheikh, thal mohurrir, a Brahmin, 
filled in the blanks in tlie printed kobolyat as well as the names. I cannot say whether 
my name v\as given in by my employers as a servant in the is^onnavessee of that time. 

Hy the Court — 1 w »s tezaratee servant at that time in the same position that I am now. 
The tezaratee papen#u ere then kept at Hanskbully. 

By the Mooktear — I am employed mostly at the Golabaree, where I have to attend the 
actual business. 1 keep papers of my own wherever I am, and send up reports, (fee., to the 
factory. 

1 have tiiven evidence in one case under Act X. of 1859. 

By Defendant. — The saheb got the paper from Calcutta. I know because I asked at the 
lime. I am not called on tc» see these papt rs often. I cannot say I have ever seen more of 

them. 

The wliole ot Dokhinpara was' in that day to J^eitle accounts. [ am not a Witness 
to all these kobixjlyats, I am merely prosecutor. I have no mooktearnama. I am on 
behalf of my imistci. 1 went that day only to the factory, 1 was not stopping there ihen, 
I v.'(Uit there in ihe morniinr and returned in the afternoon. 

By the Court. — 1 had nothing whatever theie to do with what was going on. I happened 
to see what was done, i am now prosecutor as representative of the lactory. 

The writing began at fob r d undo, i. e,Iwent there then and staid till the afternoon. 
The witnesses swear lo the koboolyau 

Witness Joynarain examined. — Is a servant of plaintiff’s master, Was at Oomedwar there 
when the koboolyat was written, I have now been engaged as mohprrir for two or three 
months in Lakinachcha factory. After ihinkiug, receive three rupees a month I 
have written in the zemindaree books of that factory. , 

I staid in the factory us oomedwar, was there writing at 1 J pohui* din. Great numbers 
were signed, I only signed on six papers. I know nothing about any others, I don’t know 

ihs 
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the name of the mohurrir who wrote thd koboolyat. lie was a Brahmin oomedwar who 
came up from Calcutta. 1 do not know all ihe ryots of Dokhinpara, I knew these six 
because they came that day. I have not seen them since. I can recognise them all six now. 
The koboolyat was given to the dewan. With myself, there were seven uilncsses. I 
cannot say without looking at the koboolyat for how much each koboolyat was. Bolai and 
Bikal signed by mark; the otliers wioie tliemklves. 

Cannot say when the janmunsthamee was. 

Nazir Seikh, I went with a letter to llanskhally. I saw the ryo's signing 

koboolyat^. I am tagadgirof Chitroaail Factory. I saw Bolai sign and was made a witness 
in the case. Soinenatli Brahmin was then dewan, Mr. Hampton was in change of the 
factory. Names tlie witness. 'I'iie koboolyat was written by a Brahmin of Mr. Hampton’s 
oomedw'aree, 1 don’t know liis name. 

Hirrnat, — I went with wood on hire to Hansklially. Saw the koboolyat being settled. 

I saw Bolai give a koboolyat (names all the conditions;. 

Decision. 

I cannot support this case. 

These witnesses are, I regret to say, utterly untrustworthy. Ibey are, without exception, 
•men who have no naturnl connexion with tiiw preparation o( the koboolyat. Ihis ilocunient 
I observe is an excellently printed one on stamped paper, widi the year on which the agree- 
ment was to be made, printed on it. It is not probable that an agreement so well got up 
would have been concluded without better witnesses to it ih.ni a rice agent, " lio ha nothing 
whatever to do with indigo; an oomedwar, who, after a year ot aitendance has obtains 
now a mohunir’s appointiueiit on three rupees a month; a tagadgir of another factory, who 
happened to have come to the spot with a letter; again, men who happened to lie bringing 
wood to the factory, and a moliiirrir who was seeking employincnt from the assistant in 
char«e of the factory at the time, who also wrote in flic blank spaces in the form , but whose 
name no one know-, nor wliere he now is. Judging !.y the manner of the witnesses and 
their appearances, I come to the same conclii-ion, viz., that the witnesses are lalse witnesses, 

and that the koboolyat was never given. , , , . , ,i r i r, , t 

No factory accounts are aivc.i in; tfie whole case depends absolutely on the reiiability of 
the evidence offered to the simple signature of the koboolyat, and that breaks down com- 
pletely. 

I dismiss the case. 

W . »/ . Jicrscliel, 

. ’ Officiatine Magistrate. 

23 April 18(50. ^ ^ 

No. I.-^STATEMENT OF CONVICTION.-District Nuddea. 

Mr. /F. L. Mackenzie, Deputy Magiptrate^ 


Prosecutor. 


Witnesses and j 
Documents for 
Proboculion, 


Oiime tdiargeil, i 
Witnc'-ses and Documents ulu-n jicr^'f'trated, i 
foi Dcfciue. anil flute of Corn- 


’S -t: 

G 

o rt g 

V . Cu 


No. 5. Sheikh Ameer, 
tagadgeer fur 
Mr. James 
Hill’i Beer, 
pore Factory. 


Mood.fo Raj, 
Ihirkundaz. 


Chamroo Boon- Noodo Das 


3. 

Girl Dhur Boon- 


Nocolee Sheikh. 


I, (1.) Ilayiu* IMundul. ] 

Moer Moolook (2.) Badoo Mundul. 

Chand Sheikh. (3.) Noayn Sheikh. 

( 4 . J Dhonai Sheikh. 
j». (5.) Jhoroo Mundul. 

Noodo Dasv (6.) Hakem Mundul. 

(7.) Soojban Rai. 

3. (8.) Hant Moora Mundul. 
NocolM Sheikh. (9.) Bol.i D.» 

(lO.) Lttl Mohun Sheikh. 

4. 1.) Pathari Sheikh. 

Teencowne ( 12 .) ♦ Jadoo Dos. 

Mundul. (13.) Jouran Sheikh. 

(14.) Nocoo Sheikh, 

5. ( 16 .) Nazir Sheikh. 

Kami Mundul. (Mi.) Anuiido Sheikh. 

(17.) Badal Sheikh. 

6. ( 18 . ) Moodcc Sheikh. 
Javroo Sheikh. (19.) Harran Sheikh. « 

^ (20.) Khouhall Sheikh. 

7. 

1 Meher Alie. 


4. 

Teencowne 

Mundul. 


Kami Mundul. 


Destihfi.ng grow 
ing crop of In- 
digo. 

Offence coirfraitted 
at 3 P.M., on the 
24th Cheyth, or 
5th April 18C0. 

Complaint prefer- I 
I red 6th A pvil, or 
1 2r)th (Jheyth. 
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Decision, and grounds thereof, under Act XXXIlL of 1854. 

This complaint has been instituted under the provisions of Section VJ. of the new Bill to 
enforce the fulfilment of indigo contracts. 

Comphnnant, sworn on the 6th instant, deposes that as he was on his way to the Rariparah 
Haiit at about 3 p. ni. on the day previous, he saw the undermentioned villagers of beerpore 
(who have taken advances to sow indigo and have actually sown indigo), ploughing up a 
field of indigo with seven ploughs; the field was Kalla Moolook Chand Sheikh s, and tiui 
men ploughing were the said Kalla Moolook Cliand Sheikh, Tecncowiie Ghorami, Nocolee 
Sheikh, Jugnio Sheikh, Kabll Sheik, Mehar Alii Sheik, Kamal Mundul, Nondo Das, and 
Deeno Ghose, the latter was merely standing with a latee in his hand. Complainant forbad 
them to bieak up the indigo, they were about (or attempted) to beat him. They broke up 
about two beegahs of plant. 

lintnediaicly on taking complainant’s deposition I directed the issue of summons on the 
defendants, and immediately proceeded in person to the spot. 

I finind on examination of the field, which bad been ploughed up, shoots of younir grown 
indiLjo ])lant, and fiom the slender size of the shoots, I have no doubt whatever the |)lant 
was of Oclnbir sowing, and not old slumps of last year with new leaves, as alleged by 
Moolook Chand and otheis m his behalf. Some old stumps of last year, with new leaves 
on them, wcie plucked up by the ryots from an adjoining potit field, and handed to me, but 
on comparing these stumps with the young plant growing on the ploughed field, v\hich I 
had myselt ])lucked np, and which had been taken up for me, it was clear to me he\ond 
doubt, that young growing ])lant had been ploughed np, and ecpially clear that the indigo 
growing on the potit field was of last year’s sowing {i. e. old stumps with new leaves). 

A north-uestcM’ coining on, prevented me making a more minute exuniiriation, but I am 
perfectly satisfied that young growing indigo plant was ploughed up. 

On the following day (the 7th instant), complainant was subjected to a severe cross-r 
examination in the presence of the seven defendants present. On being confronted with 
defeinbints lie at once identified them. Complainant swears Moolook Chand took an 
advance from the fietory, also sixteen seers of indigo seed, agreeing to sow four beegahs of 
land, and that the indigo in question which has been ploughed up, w'us sown by Moolook 
Chand liimscdf in tin* end of Assin or beginning of the month of Kartick last. 

Witness No. 1, Modoo Raj, buikundaz, examined on the 7lh in the presence of the 
accused t dejinses in chief to tlie same effi'ci as complainant in Ins examination in chief. He 
also ])iovcs the taking ol the advance and of the seed by Moolook Chand, and the sowing 
of the seed by Moolook (diand.^ 

Witness No. *2, Chamroo Boonw'a, deposes to the like efloct in chief. He also saw Moolook 
Chand taking indigo seed from the factory. 

W itness No. 3, Gir.dhnr Boonwa, deposes to the same efifect in chief. He saw' indigo 
plant growing on the fie ld, but did noi s('e Moolook CUiand take an advance or seed. 

Complainant files Moolook Chand’s wiittcn agieement to sow lour beegahs of indigo. 
It appeals from this document, which is on a two annas stamp pap. r, that Moolook Chand 
look an advance in cash of two rupees; tliat the former balance against him was 
lisAO. 1. 3., and that he became also liable for the two annas, tlie value of the 
stamp, in all Rs, I'l. 3. 3. The agreement bears date the 2.')th September, or 10th Assin 
last, and by a clau^(‘ in the agreeinmt Moolook (Jhand agrees to sow indigo for five yeai-g. 

The doiendani Moolook Chand dmdes that any indigo was sown in the field in 
question this year. He alleges he cultivated siigar-eane in the field formerly; that he cut 
and toi'k the sugar-cane in the month of Falgoon of la>t y» ar, that in the end of the month 
of B> sack, or in the beginning of tim month of Jeyth, the factory people chittaowed indigo 
seed by force in the land; that the indigo crop, liow'evor, was not a gooil one; that some 
large plant was cut and taken, and the small ])Uint was allowetl to remain ; that he ploughed 
the land in Kartick, sowed and raised a crop ol r\e and sursoo ; that he again ploughed 
llie land about twen^^ days before in order to sow divan. He denies having ploughed up 
and (lestroyed any jilanl of this year, that two or three of the old plants may have remained 
standing in the field ; that what indigo he has sown this year he has carefully prepared, and 
i^o on. 11c denies liaving taken an advance or any seed. Jlis lands weie sown by force by 
the factory people. lie stales he preferred a general complaint with others against the 
oppressions of the planter both at Kishnaghur and at Calcutta, but did not prefer any specific 
complaint. He denies having executed any agreement. 

Hasroo Mundul, the first witness examined in support of Moolook Chand’s defence, proves 
that sugar-cane was formerly cultivated on the land, and that he heard the factory people 
had forcibly sown iudigu in the month of By sack last, but that he does not know whether 
indigo or what crop was cultivated on the land, this year. 

Baboo Mundul deposes to the like effect in chief. 

Noyan Seikh ditto more in detail. He also deposes tlnit in Assin last, Moolook Chand 
ploughed the land and sowed sursoo. Cannot say whether there was any indigo on the ground, 
when the sursoo was sown. « Cannot say whether Moolook Chand sowed indigo this year. 
DkI not see him take an advance, lie calls Moolook Chand ** Nana” (grandfather') and 
so on. 

Bhonei Seikh to like effect with some variance. The indigo on the land only the old 
stalks. Calls Moolook Chand Mamma” (uncle). 

.Thoroo Mundul, deposes much to the same effect. 

He does not know whether any indigo was sown this year or not and so on. 
i^akeem Mundul to like effect calls Moolook Chand “ Mammoo” (uncle). 

Soojhan 
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Soojhan Rai saw ibat the field had been ploughed this Cheyth. Saw Rursoo in the field 
in Agraun, cannot say wheiher indigo was sown in the land in Assin or Kartick last. And 
so on. 

The defendant Nondo Das pleads denial and alibi. He was at Shabatee, half a cos from 
Beerpore, at the time of the alleged outrage. He says the factory has been quarrelling with 
his village folks for the past six months, and that the factory people sowed six or seven 
beegahs of his land by force in the month of Kartick last. 
iMie witness Hautkoora Mundul, Bolai Das and Jadoo Das support the alibi. 

The defendant Nocolee Sheikh pleads denial. 

He grazes cattle and is not a ploughman. He will not cultivate indigo ; hence the 
complaint against him. His brother Meghai Mnndnl, who is one in food with him, has a 
khada and a half of land ; the sahib vvants^ his land Ibr indiiio. 

The witness Lalmohun Seikh supports the defence; he also sweats he met defendant on 
the Chatooree mat at tlie time of alleged offence, and eat rice wdth defendant. 

His other witness Pathari Sheikh dot s not know whether he broke up the indigo or not, 
but proves he giazes cattle and does not follow the plough. 

8. Tile defendant Teencowrie Mundul pleads denial, lie inquires why he should break 
up indigo in another man’s field, when he has not done so to the indigo grown forcibly on 
his own lands, that he has four khadas of land, seven or eight beegahs of which have been 
forcibly sown in indigo; tliat tliere is now indigo plant on the whole seven or eight beegahs, 
and that be does not plough with his own hands. 

His servant, the witness Jooran Sheikh, pioves that he does not put his own hand to the 
plough, that his two brotheis and two servants [ilongh, and so on. 

His other servant, Nocoo Sheikh, deposes to the likeefiect. He does not know whether 
Teeneowrie broke up the indigo or not. 

The defendant Kabii Mundul jileads denial. Knows nothing. He does not sow indigo, 
lienee the complaint. He has three khadas of land, seven or eight kooras of which were 
sown hy force in indigo in the month ol Assin last. He is a Koval. 

His witnesses Nazir Sludkh, and Aiunulo Sheikh, piove he is the village Koyal, and that 
he is not a cultivator i hough lie has land. 

The defendant Joyroo Hieikh pleads denial; cannot say why he has boon complained 
against, llis ‘Miaroe” is about 40 russees from Moolook Slieikli’s. Has one and a half 
khada of land and one plough, about ten cottalis of which have been forcibly sown down in 
indigo. 

His wiliK MS, Badal Sheikh, does not know whether defendant broke up the sahib’s indigo. 
The deicndant is a brolhor-in-law oftlie wilness, &c. 

His other witness, iMoodee Slieikh, says Joyroo is a* peaceful man. They iilougli 

together, &c. . 

The defendant Mclier AH pleads denial and alibi. He has been complained against 
because he would not allow indigo to be sown by force, lie is a servant of the widow of 

Hurrochunder Bose. , . . , . 

This witness Ilarran Sheikh proves he was ploughing in his company, but cannot 
remember the day of the mouth, or of the week. Cannot say whether defendant broke up 

the indigo or not. And so on. , p , , tt i .i 

His other witness Klioshall Sheikh is a fellow servant of defendant s. He deposes to the 
like efli ct, ' ut remembers the day of the week, it was last Thuisday. Cannot say whether 

defendant broke up indigo or not. And so on. , , r. 

Upon careful consideration of the whole of the evidence lecorded in tins case and alter 
local observation, I see no sufficient reason to doulit the bona fides of the eom|)laint, with 
respect to one and all of the delendants. The villagers of Beei pore are all c ombined to sow 
no more indigo, and I sec no reason to doubt make comim n cause against the factoiy. 

1 convict and sentence as detailed in columns 7 and H, and liope the punishment 
awarded'vvill teach the viliaaers of Beerpore a whoUsonie lesson, and act as a deterieiit to 
others Should it prove iiiefiectual. and another complaint of the same kind be pioved 
against Ibe villagers to my satisfaction, 1 will nothesilaie to award the ttaxiraum ainouni ot 

punishment alloWed by the law. ^ Mackenzie, 

Camp Burra Andooleea, Deputy M agistrate. 

10 April 1«C0. 

The deputy magistrate appears to hare gone most carefully into the case and to have 
given every consideration to the evidence oftcred. The lonelusion as to the guilt of the 
Irisoners is undoubtedly correct, but the punishment appears too severe (or the fiist case tried 
under a new law. It must be borne in mind that though the rr ots were no doubt anxious to 
get rid of (heir obligation to the factory, yet till this new law was passed they were not 
criminallv liable for the acts they have coininitted. It is not fair to say that because before 
the law was altered they, believing that they wfere allowed to do so, did dcstro;^ mdig^ 
therefore their guilt is greater if they do so uow, that such an a^it is deciaud a crime. A 
sentence of one month would have been sufficient to prevent a repetition of the odence m 

that vul^e t 

« Growinw indioo” is to be protected. It does not matter in the lea^ whose it is or why it 
was sown! The planter's assertion that he has an interest in it is sufficient to entitle him to 
prosecute, and nL that the act is declared a crime malice may be inferred from the act 

itself. — 
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— No. 25. — 

From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal to F. Gouldshury, Esq., 
Commissioner of Rajshahyc, dated 7 March I860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor has seen in the 
public prints, and also received private intimation of a very serious outrage, 
which is reported to have occurred at Alipore, near Aurungabad, in the district 
of Moorshedabad, on the 24th February. The circumstances connected with this 
case, as it has been represented, are, that certain ryots connected with the Ankoora 
and Kalapanee Factories, in consequence of the grievous oppression and extortion 
of the gomashta of one of these factories, attacked and pursued him into the 
factory, when they either beat him to death or left him very dangerously 
wounded. 

It has also been reported that, in consequence of the excited state of the 
peojde, the assistant of the manager of these factories had to make his escape from 
the factory, in company with the members of his family, on foot. 

As the above case appears to be one of a very serious and aggravated nature, 
involving the peace and secuiity of an important subdivision of the Moorshedabad 
district, you will bo so good as to ref>ort immediately what particulars have reached 
yon regarding it, and what measures have been or are now being adopted in 
consequence Should the circumstances of the case, as above detailed, bo found to 
be generally correct, the Lieiitenarit Governor requests you to explain why you 
omitted to bring so serious a matter to his notice, in accordance with the tenor of 
the instructions issued on the abolition of the quarteily statements, that all 
important cases should be separately and immediately reported to Government. 


From jF. Gonldsbvri/^ Esq., Comtnissioiier of Circuit, llajshahye Division, to the 
Officiating Secretary lo the Government of Bengal (No. C.), dated Rajshabye, 
ll March 1860. * 

Sir, 

f HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt (this morning) of your letter 
(No. A.), dated the 7tli instant, and in reply to state that no intimation of tlie 
serious outrage therein mentioned has reached tins office. 1 ha\e called upon the 
magistrate of Moorshedabad for an immediate* report on the sulject, and on 
receipt of liis reply the result shall be communicated to you. 


From F, Gouldsbury, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Rajshahye Division, to the 

Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 489), dated 

I{ajshah\e, 19 March i860. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter (No. C,), of the 11th instant, I have the honour 
to for;^ard a coiyof one from the magistrate of Moorshedabad, reporting the par- 
ticulars of the recent disturbances in the neighbourhood of the Ankoora and 
Kalapanee Factories in that district. 

2. It will bo seen that nothing more serious has occurred than the beating of 
the factory gomashta, whose oppressive conduct is said to have been the sole 
cause of the <listurbance, and that the matter has since been amicably settled. Jjifi 

3. Adverting, however, to the excitement prevailing among tlie ryots in that 
part of the district, 1 have deemed it advisable, as a precautionary measure, to 
aend over a detachment of the military police, to be at hand in case of their 
services being required. 


From W, Morris Beafiforty Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division (No. 25), dated Berhampore, 15 
March 1860. 


Sir 

In reply to your letter (No. B.), of the 11th instant, I have the honour to 
inform you that on the 24th ultimo a report was received from the darogah of 
^ * Shumsheergunge, 
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Sliumsheergunge, that the chowkeedar of Mumrezpore had given information that 
the manager of the factory at Ankoorah had surrounded the village for the purpose 
of plundering it, and that the villagers had collected at Nutoonhat to the number 
of 3,000 to resist the attack. Two days afterwards (on the 26tli) a further report 
was received from the darogah, who had in the meanwhile gone to the sj)ot him- 
self. He stated that he, together with the darogah of Sooty, arrived at Moluuleb- 
nugger, the scene of the disturbance, at night, and in the morning deputed the 
mohurrir to look for traces of the plunder referred to in his report of the previous 
day, and to prevent the ryots of xMumrezpore from committing any riot, and lie 
himself proceeded to Shaukparah and its adjacent villages, where he found that 
the villagers had been collected in numbers at different places by beat of drum. 
He went to these several parties, explained to them the folly of what tliey were 
about to do, and the consequences likely to result from it ; he cautioned tlumi to 
desist from all breach of the peace, and at least to suspend all operations till the 
arrival of the hakim 011 the spot, when full justice would l)o done to their 
grievances, to which they acceded, though they refused to disjicrse. \Vlieii 
reporting the above circumstances, the darogah received intimation from 
Amcerudeen, burkundaz of the Hazarparali Pliawree, that Morad Biswas had 
come to the house of Shahas Mundle, of Mohadebnuggur, to concert })laiis for an 
attack upon the Kalapanee Factory, and the murder of the manager. Notice was 
immediately sent of the matter to xMr. Rice, with a request that lie would at once 
quit the place, and the darogah succeeded in preventing the rioters, aln'ady 
advanced as far as Kalapanee and Protapgunge, from committing any distiirbanco 
on that day. 

That the planters on the other hand were assembling arnuMl men to atlackthe 
ryots, and that he could not investigate the case of Taifazzal Ilossen, gomashta, 
as the witnesses named in the plaintiff’s deposition had all fled. 

2. This information the officiating joint magistrate comniiinicated to me in the 
interior of the district dcrni-officially, proposing to send the depuly magistrjite, 
Baboo vSrivsh Chuiider Vklyarutiia, to the spot. In reply 1 sanctioned the di‘pn- 
tatioii of the deputy magistrate, «md sugge^sted that 41 very strong body of police 
should also be sent. 

3. ddio deputy magistrate and the jjoiicc readied the scmio of aciioii on the 
29th idem, and found that the facts liad been mudi ('xaggerated. The factory 
gomashta had indeed Ix'cn l)eaten, but not so as in any way to (uidanger his life, 
and the people had dispersed. Mr. Ui(*e, too, the assistant at Kalapanee factory, 
had h‘ft it witli his family on the advice of the police, as a ])recautionary nuMisnre, 
and had gone to another factory named Noorpoor. The disturhanco appean^d, as 
the deputy magistrate n;ports, to liave been caused solely hy tlii^ op])ressive con- 
duct of the factory gomashta, who was beaten ; and though the rioters did go to 
Mr. Rice’s hxetory, they went away again peaceably when they were told that lie 
was not there. 

4. As both the zemiiidaree and the factories belong to the same jicrson, 
Mr. David Andrews, both parties very soon came to the determination that it 
would be best to make up their quarrel, and therefore when the officiating joint 
magistrate applied to me for my advice as to whether he sliohld allow them to 
compromise the matter, I recoiniiieuded him to comply with their wishes to 
avoid re-exciting or making permanent tlie bad feeling wliieh had been raised, and 
because if they wore determined to hush up the matter we should find no evidence 
upon which to prosecute.^ 

5. With reference to no report of tlie affair having been sent to you, I have tlio 
honour to enclose a copy of the officiating joint magistrate’s explanation of liis 
having neglected to send to you information of tlie disturbance, and in extimua- 
tion of my own share in the neglect in not having myself seen tliat a proper 
report was submitted, I venture to state that I was in the interior of the district 
at the time when I received Mr. Alexander’s report, which was merely the demi- 
official communication which I have before alluded to in j/tira. 2. 


72* 


Mm 


From 
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From A. R, Young^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Rajshahye (No. 1271), dated 27 March 1860. 

Sir, 

No. C. dated 11th I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, noted on the margin, 
No ^89 dated the (iiHtiirbanco in the Aurangabad subdivision, alluded to in Mr. 

I9t*h instant, with^ Officiating Secretary Ltishingtou’s letter, No. A, dated the 7th instant, and in 
enclosures. reply, to state, that from what he heanl of this case at Alipore, in that subdivision, 

the Li(‘utenant Governor cannot bring himself to believe that the rej>ort now 
before him, which makes liglit of the case, is founded upon full and correct infor- 
mation of the facts. 

2. I am to rcimirk that from first to last the case appears to have been most 
weakly and improperly treated by the magistrate, and the Lioiitenanl Governor is 
of opinion tliat tlie virtual ignoiing of this disturl)ance, which occurred last month, 
may have led to the fiiriher serious outbreaks which have taken place witlriii the 
last few days. 

3. The officiating joint magistrate, Mr. Alexander, who appears to have been 
entrusted with the police charge, seems to the Lieutenant Governor to be deserving 
of very severe censure for not having immediately rejiorted the occurrence, and for 
not having proceeded on the instant to the spot. Very great blame also attaches 
to Mr. Beaufort, who, as tlie magistrate of the district, is in fact the officer to beheld 
primarily responsible. You are requested to intimate to these officers the very un- 
favourable o[)inion u liich the Lieutenant Governor has formed of their conduct in 
this case. 

4. The Lieutenant Governor now desires that ji full inquiry may be made into tlie 
afi’air, and you are requested to place the investigation in the hands of Mr. Wood, 
who has been placed in temporary charge of the Aurungabad subdivision, and to 
whom orders on the sulject liave this day l)een issued direct. 

5. It mast be ascertained what nmn hers were engaged in the affair; what 
temper they sliowcal ; whether it is tnie that the faciory gomashtah was left for 
dead; what exactly were the injuries which ho received; what were the par- 
ticular acts of oppression which, as is now at last reported, induced the villagers 
to make this attack upon him, and how" long such oppression had been practised ; 
wdiat the owner or manager of the factory had done to check, encourage, or insti- 
gate such oi>pres8ion ; and in whose interest and for whose profit such acts were 
committed, 

G. The stories enrrem and credited, of oppression in the quarter in question, 
are such, tliat if those connected with the factory are not culpable, inquiry is due 
to them ; and if they are, it is due to the public that criminal proceedings should 
bo instituted ajainst the guilty parties. 


From /I. if. Es((., Secretaiy to tlie Government of Beug,d, to Bnmfit 

ff'ood, Es(j.. A>sistant (Commissioner, vSonthal Pergunnahs, in temporary charge 
of the Subdivision of Aurungabad, Moorsliedabad (No. 1272), dated 27 
March 18(i0. 


Sir, 


To Commissioner Kajsliahyi', No. .A, 
dated 7tli instant. 

From ditto, No. 0, dated 11th instant. 
From ditto, No. -189, dated liuli inst. 
To ditto, No. 
this dny^s date. 


1 AM directetl to forward to you a copy of the correspondence noted on the 
margin, relative to a disturbance which occurred on the 24th 
ultimo in tlie neighbourhood of certain indigo factories in the 
Aurungabad sulialivision, and to request that you will institute a 
full and searcliing investigation into the circumstances of the case, 
with encloMire or' submitting a report of your proceedings for the Lieutenant 
(jovernor’s consideration. As to the time suitable for commencing 
the inquiry, the Lieutenant Governor desires tliat you will exercise 
j'our discretion with reference to the state of feeling on tlic spot. 


From F. Gonkhhimj , Esrp, Commissioner of Circuit, Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to tin; Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 573), dated 
Rajshaliye, 9 April 1860. 

Sir, j 

With reference to your letter, No. 1271, dated the 27tli ultimo, I have the! 
honour to forward for (he Lieutenant Governor's consideration, a copy of the^ 

cxplanatipn ^ 
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explanation fiirnishod by Mr. Beaufort regarding his conduct in the case tlierein 
alluded to. I think it is to be regretted that Mr. Alexander did not proceed to 
the scene of the disturbance in person, instead of sending the native deputy 
magistrate, who seems to have been rather hasty in admitting a compromise, 
without taking any material guarantees from the parties for the i)reservation of 
the peace. 

3. The papers of the case have been made over to Mr. Wood, with extracts 
paras. 4 to 6 of your letter under acknowledgment, and on completion of his 
inquiries a full report shall be submitted. In the mean time, J ])urpose ])ro- 
ceoding up the river to Aurungabad for a few days to sec how matters arc 
going on there ; according to the last accounts received from Mr. Furrell, the 
ryots were leaving their villages. 


From W. A/orris Beaufort^ Esq., Ofliciating Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to 
the Commissioner of the Rajsbahye Division (No. 278), dated Bcrliampore, 
4 April 1860. 


Sir, 

In reply to your letter, No. 10 Ct., of tlic 31st ultimo, I have the honour to 
inform you that all tlie papers regarding the attack upon Ankoorali Factory were 
forwarded by mo many days ago to Mr. Assistant Farrell by vhom they were of 
course made over to Mr. \\ ood when lie received charge of the Aurungabad 
Subdivision. 

2. I regret exceedingly to observe the severe censure which his Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor has passed upon my conduct, and as I am conscious of 
having acted throughout entirely for the best, I trust that 1 may be permitted to 
submit through you tlio following explanation of the proceedings which have drawn 
down upon me his Honor's displeasure. 

3. When I received from Mr. Alexander, on the 27th of February, tlu^ first 
report of this outrage, 1 was away from the station on duty in the interior of the 
district. The only officers in the district were Mr.* Alexander, Mr. Kean, and the 
dejiuty magistrate, Baboo Sreeshchunder Vidyarutna. The first was engaged in 
preparing tor committal to the Supreme Court that heavy case of attack upon 
Mr! Vivimi, attended with the minder of a cliowkedar, in which eight ])ri\ates in 
Her Majesty's 73(1 Foot were tlu^ iirisoners. Had lic' not been so to the 
station I should undoubtedly liave reqiu'sted him to juGceed at oiicc^ to Ankoorah 

in iierson. ‘ i 

4. Mr. Kean was in charge of the curnmt duties of the collectorate, and it was 


therefore impossible to scud him. .1 i ^ 1 . i 

5. Thus my only alternative was to request Mr. Alt^xamler to depute the deputy 

magistrate with a very strong b(xly of police. r • • 1 

6 On the return of Baboo Sreesbcuiider Vidyarutna from the interior, lie came 
to me in oflice ami rei)orted that the gemastali’s injuries had been very mncli 
exa-'-eerated ; that everything had been composed again, ami that as iVlr. David 
Amtvvs was not only the proprietor of the factory but also tl.e owner of be 
land all nartics had made up their minds to compromise disturbame, and it 
was under this impression alone, that when Mr. Alexander wrote to reciuest my 
advice as to whether he should admit the compromise or not, I recommended him 
tol so in order to avoid re-exciting any bad feeling winch had existed between 
tlid parties, and because it is impossible to obtain evidence m the face of a dit* r- 
miinition to hush up any matter. I was in hopes I may add, that the beating 
which the gomastah had received from the ryots, and whicn I have no doubt that 
L richly deserved, would deter him and his iollows troin similar acts of opp cs- 
sion U was not until 1 went to Sooto mysidf on the 24lh of last 
L-actlv one month after the occurrence, aud had an interview with Mr. Macleod, 
Mr David Andrews, head manager of the Aurungabad concern, that I became 
awards I had been entirely misled as to the feelings of both pait.es. I then 
fmmd out that the compromise had been forced by the deputy magistrate ; that 
Mr Macleod was no party to it ; and that it had been admitteil without anything 
more than a verbal promise on the part of the ryots that there should be no more 
disturbances, and that they would continue to cultivate their lands as I 

reerct exceedingly that I was thus misled, and that acting upon this mi-sinformation, 
I fdvised Mr. Alexander, the joint magistrate, to confirm the compromise ; my 

M M a Having 

73. 
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having done so was, I assure you, owing to no want of vigour in intention, but 
simply to my having been led to believe that the quarrel was entirely at an end. 

I trust that his Honor the Lieutenant Governor will consider this explanation 
satisfactory, and exonerate me from all blame in the matter. 


From A. R, Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of llnjshahyc (No. 1760), dated 14 April 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM dircctc'd to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 573, dated the 
9th instant, and in reply to state that from Mr. Beaufort’s letter of explanation 
tlierewitli submitted, it appears to the Lieutenant Governor that both he and 
Mr. Alexander have been deceived in the matter of the Aurungabad disturbances ; 
but he remains under the impression that if the magistrate had known as much as 
he ouglit to liavc known of what was going on in his district, and if he had had 
his police properly in hand, ho could not have been so deceived. 

2. Nothing is said of any proceedings in regard to the conduct of the deputy 
magistrate, Baboo Sreesh Chunder Vidyariitna, in this affair. This must not bo 
passed over. I am to reqiu'sr, therefore, that his conduct may be inquired into 
and reported upon, as well as that of the police, in the course of Mr. Wood’s 
investigation. 


From F, Gonldshury, Esq., Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, to tlie 
S('eretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 481), dated 18 March 1860. 

!Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Honourable the 
Lieutenant Governor, a copy of a report which 1 have just received from Moor- 
shedal)a(l, regarding a coml)iifation among the ryots of certain villages in the 
Shumsheergunge tliaimah, for the purpose of opi^osing any attempts to force them 
to sow indigo, together w'ith a co])y of the instructions which I have sent to the 
magistrate in consequence. 


From //, Jf'. AUwinuler, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, 

to the (’omiiiissioner of the Rajshahye Division (No. 23), dated 14 March 

1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to state for your information that I have this day received 
intimation from tlic Shnmslu'orgunfjo <larog!ih, that the ryots of Kassimnuggur, 
IHeortollali, Panihgaclioa, and 10 or 15 other villages, within the jurisdiction of 
tlio said tliannali, liavt; colliidod togetlier and asscinbkd in numbers witli tlio 
intention of opjntsin,^ ail attempts made to cause tliein to sow indigo. . Mr. Lyon, 
snperinieiidcnt of the Btiniagram Factory (six miles from the Kalapanee Factory), 
is likewise said to have asseinltled as many of his subordinates as possible for the 
purpose, 110 doubt, of lorcing the ryota to sow indigo. 

2. Should he attempt to do so, in the present excited state of the villager^, a 
serious disturbance will inevitably takopliico between both parties. 

3. Under these circumstances I have thought it expedient to write to him to 
warn him against any oppressive measures, which would infallibly tend not to quiet 
but to render much worse the present state of affairs. 

4. I have further ordered the Mirzaporo and Khamrah darogahs to proceed 
immediately to the spot, with as many burknndauzes as are available at their 
respective thannahs. 

6. A similar order has likewise been sent to the mohurrir of Hazarpoora 
Pharree (distance one mile from the place of the disturbance), and he has likewise 
been called upon to state why he has up to this time given no intimation of this 
affair. 

6. In conclusion, I would mention that I have every hope that this matter may 
bo settled amicably, as Messrs. Macleod, Gordon, and Ridge, managers of Mr. 

David 
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David Andrews’ concern, are now stated to bo at the Ancoora Factory for the ex- 
press purpose of coming to a favourable understanding with the ryots of the 
adjacent villages, who were reported before this to have assembled in a similar 
manner, for a similar purpose, as in the present instance* 

7* A further report will be submitted hereafter. 


From W, M. Beaufort, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Moorsliedabad (No. 24), 

dated 15 March 1860, 

Forwarded to the Commissioner of Rajsluiliye, for his information. 


From F, Gonhlshvri/, Es(i., Commissioner of tlie Rajsliahye Division, to the 
Officiating Magistrate of Moorsliedabad (No. 480), dated I8 March 1860. 

Sir, 

T DAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your office memorandum of 
the 15th instant, No. 24, forwarding cojiy of a hdter to your address from tlie 
officiating joint magistrate of your district, under date the 14t!) idcmi. No. 213, 
rejiorting that certain villagers within the jurisdiction of thannah Shumshccrgnngc, 
hav(i comhined together and assemhled for lh(' purpose of opposing all attempts 
made to cause them to sow indigo, and that Mr. Lyon, the siiperinlendent of the 
Baniagram Factory, is said to have assembled as many of his subordinates as pos 
siblc, with the intention, it is siqiposcd, of forcing the ryots to sow. 

2. The measures taken by Mr. Ale.xander to pn'vent a serious disturbance taking 
place are approved of, but 1 sliould have preferriMl his jiroceeding in jiersoii to the 
spot, w'hich you will be pleased to direct him to do, should the matter not have 
been settled amicably ere this reaches you : you will, of course, impress upon Mr. 
Alexander the necessity of ins oliserving the strictest impartiality in his procreed- 
iiigs, which should be directed solely to maintaining the peace of the district ; with 
which viewv, the ryots shoidd be required to disperses and return [leaceably to their 
homes, while any attempt 011 the ]>art of Mr. Lyon, to force them to sow indigo, 
should bo at once repressed. 

3. You arc requested to ke(‘p me duly iiiformcMl of what is done in this matter. 


From A. 11. Younq, Esej., Secretary to the (iovernment of Bengal, to tlie Com- 
missioner of Kajsliahyc (No. 1135), dated 23 March 1860. 

Sir, 

f AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 481, dated tlie 
18th instant, with its enclosures, reporting a condiination among the ryots ot‘ cer- 
tain villages in the Sliumshcergunge thannah, in Moorshedahad, for the purpose 
of opposing any attcmptjj which might be made on the jiart of Mr. Lyon, tlie hu- 
perintendent of the Baniagram Factory. 

2. In reply, I am desind to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor approves 
of the instructions issued by you to the officiating magistrate, Mr. Beaufort, for 
the* preservation of the jieace. It is much to be hoped that both parties will conic 
to an amicable settlement. The magistrate must, in any case, keep the peace, 
and prevent all riotous or menacing assemblages. 


Telegraph Messa(Je from the Assistant Commissioner of Rajmaljal,to the Secretary 
to Govermiient of Bengal (No. 3008), dated 21 March 1860. 

Mr. Doyle of Nimtollah, bringing to my notice that ryots 0? Moorshedahad 
Division were sending inflammatory letters to ryots of this division, calling upon 
all not to cultivate indigo, threatening them with destruction of their houses and 
property if they did, also subscribing oaths to both Hindoos and Mussulmans, I 
proceeded to Nimtollah, succeeded in tracing and apprehending one of the chief 
conspirators, who, seeing proofs strong against him, admitted, yesterday, in his 
72. MM3 defence. 
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defence, that he had written one of the intercepted letters, and implicated others 
concerned in above conspiracy. I sent him off on my elephant to Rajmahal this 
morning; a large body of armed Moorshedabad ryots forcibly rescued the prisoner 
near Radhaiiuggur, in this division, and threatened to destroy Mr. Doyle's factory 
in consequence of the intimation he had given me ; 1 have, therefore, despatched 
a small party of sepoys for that gentleman’s protection. The whole country from 
Auniiigabad to the boundary of this division are of one mind, and will not even 
allow those inclined to ciiUivate to do so. Ryots meet by beat of tom-tom, in 
very great numbers, both by day and night, as I have myself witnessed last night, 
and night before, and this morning. , Mr. Lyon is threatened at Bunyagaoii, the 
factory surrounded by liighly excited ryots, and a fracas momentarily expected. 
Cudduinsar Factory, near Bunyagaon, said to liavo been looted. Gomastah, of 
Doobreebunna Factory, said to have been severely beaten, and Furteepore Factory, 
across the river, in Jellas Mullah, said to have heen plniulered of all factory 
papers. No magisterial authorities lietwoen Berhampore and my division, distance 
70 miles; ryots, tlun-cfore, have it all their own way. Planters and their servants 
are confined to tludr houses, and, if energetic measures are not at once taken, the 
conspiracy will extend upwards towards Maldah district and this division ; ryots 
put up by zemindars and their subordinates. 


Telegraph Message from the Assistant Commissioner, Sonthal Pergiinnalis, Raj- 
niahal, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta (No. 3015), 
dated 21 March 1800. 

Just received intimation from Mr. Lyon, that he has been attacked by hosts of 
men, and still more are assembling, lie entreats assistance ; Bunyagoaii is in the 
Moorshedabad Division, not mine. May I go with my remaining Goorkha sepoys, 
20 in number ? 


Telkgrapii Message from the Secretary to Government of Bengal, Calcutta, to 
the Telegraph Office, Rajmahal (No. 1158), dated 22 March 1860, 10-45 A. m. 

Please forward by express the following very urgent message to Mr. W. L. 
Robinson, the Deputy Commissioner of the Sonthal Pergunualis, wherever lie 
may be. — Message : Go Aviih all possible expedition to Moorshedabad, where you 
have been appointed to officiate as Magistrate and Collector; make over cliurgc of 
your present office to Mr. ^ ule, by letter. 


Telegraph Message from^. R* Esq., Junior Secretary to the Govern- 

ment of Bengal, Calcutta, to B, JVood, l^sq., Assistant Commissioner, Rajmahal 
(No. 1131), dated 22 March 1860, 12*20 p.m. 

You are vested »4th powers of a magistrate in the district of Moorshedabad. 
Take charge at once of the Aurungabad subdivision. Take as many military 
police as you can get Troops will be sent to you up tlie lino of railway as fast 
as possible. Always put the date and hour of your telegrams. 


Telegraph Message from Calcutta, 22d March, noon, from the Secretary to the 

Government of Bengal, to Rampore Haut, to Mr. Perry or Mr. Hampton. 

“ Please forward the following very urgent message by the express to Mr. 
W. M. Beaufort, the magistrate of Moorshedabad. Message: Proceed your- 
self at once to the disturbed part of your district cast of the Bliagarutty, and call 
on the officer commaudifig at Berhampore for sucli troops as are necessary for 
the purpose of preventing any breacli of the peace or restoring order. Mr. 
B. Wood has been put in charge of Aurungabad subdivision. Troops for that 
subdivision will be provided from Soorie. Y ou and Mr. Alexander must your- 
selves look after the portion of the district on the east of the Bhagarutty.” 
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From A. R Thompson, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
jP. Gouldshury, Esq., Commissioner of Rajshahye (No. 1086), dated Fort 
William, 22 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that, immediately on the 
receipt of this letter, you will proceed to Bcrhampore, and report your arrival 
there to this office. 


From F, Goukhhury, Esq., Commissioner of the liajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated Berhampore, 27 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report my arri\"al at this station, in conft)rmity with the 
instructions communicated to me in the Junior Secretafy’s letU'r, which t received 
on Saturday last. 


Frem A. R. Yaung, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Traffic 
Manager, East India Railway, Howrah, dated 22 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request that you will he good enough to cause accommodation 
to be j)rovided for taking about 2.00 men and two liorses of the 3d Bengal Police 
Battalion from llaueoguiigo to Synteah, as soon as Lieutenant Adams, at Hane(‘- 
gunge, gives notice of the detachment being ready to start. A sj)ecial train 
will be required. 

From the Traffic Manager of tlie East India Railway Company, to tlie Secretary 
to the ( Jovernment of Bengal (No. 136), dated Howrah Station, 22 March 
1860. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE to acknowledge your letter of tlic 22d instant. In rc'ply, T beg to say 
I cannot make an airangeiiKuit for a special train on the vague notice givcai by 
you. The railway from Ram'-ogunge to Synteah is two distinct lines ; both a 
single and a s))ecial could not be run with safety without ))roper instructions from 
this office. If you can let me know when tlu‘ police really ixajuire to be semt. 
there are two trains, one by day and the otlier by night, by which I can arrange 
it, and every exertion sliall be lused to meet your requirements. 


From A. R, Thompson, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
Major F. D. Atfeinson, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Jrtdia 
Miliiary Department (No. 1066), datid 22 March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by tlie Lieutenant G(wernor to reejuest that with the permission 
of the honourable the President in Council, orders may at oncejssue for sending 
this evening two companies and an officer from the Alipore Regiment along the 
line of railway to Pulsa, a station on the line between Synthea and llajmahal. 
The officer in command of the two companies may be directed to await the in- 
structions of Mr. Browne W ood, the magistrate at that station. 


From Major F. D. AUnnson, Officiating Scendary to the Government of India, 
Military Department, to the Deputy Quartermaster General of the Army 
(No. 1048), Council Chamber, Fort William, dated 22 March 1860. 


Sir 

Tn traiismittiiiir to vou the accompanpng copy of a letter from the Junior 

r ot BcVl, No. 1066. dMed 22d M„oh I860. 

reouesUim the desjjatch this evening of two companies and an ofboer "om Urn. 
Alipore Regiment along, tl.c line of railway to Pulsa, I ain directed to ste e that 
if the party cannot be furnished from that regiment, it must be sent from 

Barrackpore. - 
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(No. 1049.) 

Copy of the foregoing forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
with reference to his Office letter No. 1066, dated 22d instant. 


From A, It, Thompson^ Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to tlie Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department 
(No. 1133), dated 23 March 1800. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your docket No. 1049, of yes- 
terday’s date, relative to the despatch of two companies and an officer of the 
Aliporc Regiment to Pulsa. As you have already been informed by my demi- 
official communication of yesterday’s date, that the Lieutenant Governor did not 
on further consideration require this force, I have only to repeat that it will not 
be necessary to act upon my first letter. 


Telegraph Message from the Assistant Commissioner, Rajmahal, io A, R. Young ^ 
Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta (No. 2172), dated 
22 March 1860. 8-20 p.m. 

I leave immediately for Bunyagaon. Furrell reached that place last night ; 
he has apprehended and sent to this for safe custody one of the chief con- 
spirators. Mr. Lyon was attacked yesterday by a fery large concourse of people ; 
he and his servants wounded seven of the assailants ; two have since died, tw6 
more expected to die. I will remain with Furrell till further orders. Are the 
proceedings to be in English or the vernacular ? Bukkarabad Factory papers 
destroyed night before last. 


Telegraph Message from Calcutta, 23 March, 1~40 p.m., from Secretary to 
Government of Bengal, to Rajmahal, to Mr. B, Wood. 

The Proceedings should be in the language usual in the subdivision. For 
the present, and until further orders, you will remain in charge of the sub- 
division of Aurungabad. Mr. Furrell will also have work enough. Report 
daily till all is quiet. Captain Pughe, of the 3d Police Battalion, with 400 
or 600 of his men, were to start for Synthea or further, if possible, by rail yes- 
terday, and will communicate with you. Keep him informed of your movements, 
and where you would wish him to proceed to. 


Telegraph Message from the Assistant Commissioner, Camp Bunyagaon, vid 
Rajmahal, to Secretary to Government of Bengal, Calcutta (No. 2522), 
dated 24 March, 2~3 p.m. 

Two of the ringleaders have been apprehended. Matters appear to be some- 
what quietening down. Some ryots have returned to their indigo cultivation 
and others following. The 'magistrate of Maldah has arrived at Bhogwanpore 
Factory, amd inquiring into the Bukkred Factory plunder. Affairs appear to be 
more quiet across the river. Beaufort has arrived at Soonee (Sooty ?) ; hope to 
meet him to-morrow. He has 100 of 73d Regiment. Captain Pughe has 250 
men coming our way. Mr. Furrell has sent him a message to say 100 men 
would .be sufficient to guard this part of the country. We will post them at 
Dhoolian as the most cefttrical locality. I think 100 men will now be sufficient, 
as 100 of the 73d will be near at hand. It will be difficult to feed a large 
number of troops down here. v 
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From A, R, Young^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated the 
24th March, to the Magistrate of 


1. Rajshahye. 

2. Beerbhoom. 

3. Bancoorah. 

4. Joint Magistrate ot Raneegunge. 

6. Deputy Commissioner S. P. at 

Godda. 

6. Assistant Commissioner S. P. at 

Rajmahal. 

7. ,, Nyn Doomka. 

8. ,, Pakour. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that you will take 
immediate steps for having all guards that have hitherto been 

supplied to your station from the * Bengal Police Battalion, in- * F-mer in No. 1 id. 
eluding those for the jail and treasury, immediately rej)laced by 

burkundauzes, if they have not already been so replaced, reporting to oth] 

that you have done so to the Inspector of Police Battalions in 
Bengal. * 

2, Should you not be able to obtain the se rvices of burkundauzes on the old 
rato of pay, you arc hereby authorised to engage them at higher rates, not exceed- 
ing six rupees each })er month. 4 he guards of the military police, when relieved 
by burkundauzes, will become available to you for general service. 


9. Sub-Assistant Commissioner S. P. 
at Deoghur. 

10. Magistrate of Midnapore. 

11. „ Hooghly. 

12. ,, Burdwan. 

13. Deputy Magistrate of Serampore. 

14. Jehanabad. 

15. Magistrate of Nuddeah. 

16. „ 24 Pergunnahs. 


From R, Young^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Inspector 
of Military Police Battalions in Bengal (No. 1183), dated the 24th March 
1800. 


Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to inform you that orders have been 
issued to the magistrates at the several stations, wliich have been supplied with 
guards from the 2d, 3d, 4th, and Gth Bengal Police Battalions, to have all those 
guards immediately replaced by Burkundauzes, reporting tho same to you. 

2. You arc requested to order the guards in the Chuprah, Nyadoomka, 
several districts noted in the margin to join their liead ^ 

quarters. Those in Nuddea will be at the disposal of Bancoorah,' Pakour, 
the magistrate for general service. Kaneegunge, 24 Perghs., 

I'm* /T» 111 Itaiinabal, IVTidiiaporo, 

3. The guards at Chuprah and Mozufferpore should 

be relieved by detachments of the Seikh Battalion, who should bo transferred. 


llooghiy, 
Serampore, 
J eliaiiabad, 
Hurd wan, 
Rajshahye, 
Calcutta. 


Tblegraph Message from C, J. Hampton,'S.‘i<\., Rainpore Hautj.to A. R. Young, 
Esq., Secretary to tho Government of Bengal, Calcutta (No. ] 44), dated the 
24th March 1860. 

The following just received from Mr. Beaufort, in reply to your telegram to 

him : “ I am off at once with 100 of the 73d Goorkhas to Aurangabad. I sent 

off 40 men of the Police Battalion, whom the Commissioner had sent over hero 
at my request. Mr. Furrell took charge of the sub-division on the 21st, and has 
already gone to the spot. The only news I have at present is a reported attack 
on the Baniagram factory, which was defended, and on the Backarabad factory, 
ia the Maldah district.” 


(No. 1244.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, in the Home 
Department. 
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From A. JR. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to IV. M. 

Btaufort, Esq., Magistrate of Moorshedabad, Aurungabad (No. 1208), Fort 

William, dated the 26th March 1860. 

Sir, 

With reference to your telegram, without date, received via Rarapore Haut, I 
am directed to observe that, in the message sent to you on the 22d instant, you 
Arere informed that troops for the sub-division of Aurungabad would be provided 
from Soorie. It was, therefore, unnecessary to take other troops there. You 
were instructed also to attend to the part of your district to the east of the 
Bhaugerutty, and you were informed that Mr. B. Wood would have charge of 
the sub-division of Aurungabad. If, however, there is no appearance of disturb- 
ance in the eastern part of your district, you were right, the Lieutenant Governor 
observes, to go to Aurungabad, but otherwise it wdll probably be right for you to 
return to the east of the Bhaugerutty, leaving Mr. B. Wood for the present in 
charge of the sub-division, with Mr. Furrell to assist him. 

2. If, as is probable, there are more men now in the Aurungabad sub-division 
than are required, some of them should bo sent over to the Maldah side, to be at 
the disposal of the magistrate of that district, in dealing with the disturbances 
which are reported to have broken out there. 


Tbleoraph Message from A. R. Young, Eaq., Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, to Mr. \V. Hampton, liampore Haut (No. 231), dated 25th March 
1860. 

ji, 

Please forward the following message to Mr. Beaufort, wherever he may be: — 
“ If you have more men in Aurungabad than arc wanted, send some over to 
the Maldah side to be at tlie disposal of magistrate; send back the detachment of 
73d Goorkhas, if they are not required. 

Mr. Wood’s mes^age of* the 24tli has been received. He will remain in charge 
of the sub-division for the present.” 


Teleouaph Message from the Assistant Commissioner of Rajmahal to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 2700), dated Camp Bunyagaon, 
vid Rajmahal, the 25tli March 1860, 10 p. m. 

Sunday : only news to-day is from Mr. Hedger, of Turtepoor, Maldah Division. 
His factory paj)ers have not been plundered. He writes 24th instant. There is 
an uneasy feeling in lot Ranee Hattce, which runs along side of one for eight or 
nine miles; and I am told the Mynt duflfadar has written to the head mundel in 
lot Eiiaitolla Chokey, that unless his people join the league they will not be 
allowed to cat or smoke or intermarry with Ileennyut’s people. A lot of ryots 
bedak hilled Mr. Foggo’s peons two days since. Ranee Hattce ryots have com- 
bined to sow indTgo for McArthurs new factory of Simultola, If they break out 
now, and again they must, I don’t see wljat is to save this concern. A hundred 
sepoys from Ranipore Beaulia, which is about 35 miles from Ranee Hattee and 
Simultola, would tend to quiet the country much, Mr. Spankie is inquiring into 
Bukkrabad factory plunder case, and is 25 miles distant from Ranee Hattee. 


Teleqraph Message from Captain Pughe, Pulsa, to Major Plowden, Private 
Secretary to Lieutenant Governor, Calcutta (No. 157); Packour, 25th March 
1860. 

Arrived here this •morning. The Junghipore magistrate reports everything 
quiet on both sides the river. I shall send him a detachment, chiefly for the 
purpose of showing themselves. I remain here with the main body until I receive 
orders from Calcutta, I have halted the men who were on the way np to join 
me. More by post. 
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(No. 1245.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in the Home 
Department. 


Telegraph Messagb from Alipore, 26 March, 1. 40 p.m., from the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengstl, to Puckour, via Pulsa, to Captain Pughc. 

You must leave at least one European, and one good native officer, and 100 
men in the Junghypore sub-division, to be at the disposal of Mr. Wood. If troops 
are required in Maldah, you must send a detachment there or go yourself, as 
circumstances may require. 


From A, JR. Youngs Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Magistrate 
of Moorshedabad (No. 1204), dated Fort William, the 26th March 1860. 

Sir, 

Although it is known to the Lieutenaiit Governor that serious disturbances 
broke out in the Aurungabad division of your district on the 21st instant, and 
accounts of these disturbances arc published in the Calcutta newspapers of last 
evening, no intimation of what has happened has been received from you up to 
the present time. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor cannot but regard this silence on your part as 
highly reprehensible, as it slAws either that you had no knowledge of these 
serious occurrences within your own jurisdiction, or knowing them, failed to 
report them at once to Government, as it was your duty to have done. I am 
directed to express the dissatisfaction of the Lieutenant Governor with your con- 
duct on this matter, and to w^arn you against similar negligence in future. 


From A, R. Yovng^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of the Rajsliahyo Division (No. 1206), dated Fort William, 
the 26th March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward to you a copy of letters this day addressed to the 
magistrates of Moorsheclabad and Maldah respectively, and I am to request that 
you will instruct all the magistrates under you to report direct and immediately, 
however concisely, for the information of the Lieutenant Governor, every case of 
serious disturbance that occurs in their districts. 


From the Joint Magistrate of Berhampore, per E. 1. Railway Telegraph, to 

A, R. Young, Esq., to the Secretary, Government of Bengal, Calcutta, 

(No. 146), dated 25th March 1860. 

Sir, 

Mr. Lyon’s factory at Baniagram attacked between 6 and 7 a.m. of 2l8t, 
by large body of ryots. 

Two ryots killed, others wounded. “ Pioneer ” arrived off the place at the 
time ; sent assistance. 

Ryots then dispersed. 

Murod Biswas, instigator of this, seized, and now qn way to Berhampore. 
Lnf >ioiieer at 11 A.H. of 22d. 

All reported ^uiet at Baulagram, Dhullian, and surrounding villages. Full 
pjurticulars ax0 coming by letter. 
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From A. R Yom^, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Joint 
Magistrate of Berhampore (No. 1258). dated the 27th March 1860. 

Sir 

With reference to your telegraph messuage reporting that Mr. Lyon’s factory 
at Bania^ram had been attacked, and two ryots killed and others wounded, I am 
directed to point out to you that you have not dated the message. Neither was 
it nor your demi-official letter on the same subject, received till after the 
T If-ntenant Governor had seen an account of the affair in the newspapers. 


From R. W. Alexander, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshodabad, to 
A. R Young, Esc]., Secretary to tbe Government of Bengal, Fort William, 
(Mo. 247), dated Berhampore, the 29th March 1860. 

W?TH reference to your letter. No. 1258, of the 27th instant, 1 have the honour 
to state in reply that the telegraphic message I sent was despatched oil tlie 25th 
instant from Synthca ; my demi-official letter was written on the 24th,. the date 
heina; accidentally omitted by me. Notice of the attack on Mr. Lyon s fa,ctory 
at Haiiiai^ram was received from Mr. Furrell, assistant magistrate, at Jungipoor, 
on the 23d instant. 


From W.M. Beaufort, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Moorshodabad, to tho 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 242), dated 
Berhampore, the 29th March 18C0. 

iN^rcply to your letter, No. 1204, of the 26th instant, conveying to me his 
Honour the Lieutenant Governor's displeasure at my negligence in not having 
reported at once the occurrence of so serious an outbreak as the attack on the 
indigo factory at Baniagram, I have the honour to state that as I was on the point 
of srepping into my palkce at 4 p.m. on Friday the 23d instant to proceed to the 
scene* of disturbance, in obedience to your order, received by telegraph that 
morning, the officiating .joint magistrate, Mr. Alexander, scut to me Mr. rurre s 
demi-official letter, re[)orting the outrage, which had just arrived. I at once, on 
the hack of Mr. Alexander’s note, wrote to him in pencil requesting him to send 
to you Mr. l'’urrell’s letter in original, and also by telegraph an abstract of its 

have now the honour to enclose a copy of a letter which I addressed to 
Mr- Alexander, and of his reply, explaining why my instructions were not carried 
out, and you were left so long in ignorance of the particulars of the riot. And 
the’ acconqianying electric telegraph department receipt will show you when 
the iiKissage which .Mr. Alexander eventually sent to Synthca was received 

there. ^ , 

3. I hope that his Honour tlie Lieutenant Governor, from whose censure 1 am 
very anxious to clear myself, will consider this explanation satisfactory, and will 
absolve me from all blame in the matter. 


From W. M. Beaufort, l<lsq.. Officiating Magistrate of Moorsliedabad, to 11. fV. 
Alexander, J’.sq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorsliedabad (No. 238), 
dated Berhampore, the 28th March 1860. 

Sir 

With reference to the accompanying letter from the Under Secretary to Ae 
Government of Bengal, may I request the favour of your explaining why Mr. 
Furrell's report, which I sent to you for transmission to Government on the 23d 
instant, when I was on the point of getting into my palkee to proceed to the 
disturbed district, was not forwarded at once to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal for the Lieutenant Governor’s information? 
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2. May I request that you will reply to this letter at once, as I am exceedingly 
anxious to clear myself, as soon as I can, from the imputation of “highly repre- 
hensible negligence ’* ? 


From H. W. Alexander, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to 
IV . M. Beaufort, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Moorshedabad (No. 239), dated 
Berhampore, the 28th March 1 860. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter, No. 238, of this date, I beg to state that having read 
Mr. Furrell’s letter on the 23d instant, 1 sent it on to you, explaining my reasons 
for so doing ; it was returned from you, but the chaprassee who brought it never 
told me that a letter written by you, conveying certain instructions to me, was 
inside the said envelope. I therefore thought that you had given all necessary 
orders concerning the report made by Mr. Fiirrell of the disturbance at llaniaoram. 

. The next morning, the 24th, by the merest chance, Mr, Pigou, the judo-e, called 
at my house and asked mo if I had heard anything further concerning the rumours 
of disturbances in the north of the district. I banded him Mr. FurrelPs letter, 
and then for the first time discovered inside the envelope your instructions to me 
concerning Mr. FurrelPs letter, written on my note to you of the previous day. 
I immediately despatched a telegram by a chaprassee of mine to Synthea to 
Mr. A. Young, together with Mr. Furreli’s letter, and two others subsequently 
received from him, reporting all quiet at Baniagram. Tlie said telegraphic mes- 
sage, from the enclosed receipt, it will be seen was despatched on the 25th instant. 
I regret extremely that this delay should have occurred in transmitting Mr. Fur- 
relVs letter to Calcutta, but I beg to assure you that until I placed the said letter 
in the hands of Mr. Pigou on the morning of the 24th, I was totally unaware that 
you had given me any orders to carry out in the said letter. I trust this explana- 
tion may exonerate me from any supposed wilful negligence in carrying out your 
orders. 


From A. R, Young^ Esq., Secretary to the Qovernment of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Magistrate of Moorshedabad (No. 1447), dated the 2d April 1850. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 242, of the 29th 
ultimo, reporting the circumstances under which you hope to be exonerated from 
the blame imputed to you in orders dated the 2()tli ultimo, for not having brought 
to notice the serious disturbances which occuired in connexion with certain indigo 
factories in your district, and to inform you in reply, that the Lieutenant Governor 
considers your explanation to be entirely satisfactory. 


From F. Gouldsbini/, Esq., Commissioner ef Circuit, Rajshahye Division, to the 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 1 Ct.), dated 

Berhampore, the 28th March 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lieutenant Governor, 
that I have just had a conference with Mr. Beaufort, who has returned from tho 
scene of the late disturbances, and has informed me that he left everything per- 
fectly quiet, and likely to remain so, as long as the sub-divisional authorities are 
out, and there is a force at liand to do their bidding. 

2. As Mr. Beaufort lias kept the Government regularly informed of his proceed- 

ings, it is unnecessary for me to recapitulate them. It may suffice to remark that 
both he and Mr. Furrell have acted with promptness and energy, and done all 
that lay in their power to put down the disturbances and prevent the infection 
spreading further, as was at one time feared. • 

3. I am glad fo learn from Mr. Beaufort that Mr. Spankie had proceeded to the 
disturbed part of his district, and was taking proper measures for the preservation of 
the peace in that quarter ; no further apprehension need therefore be entertained, 
as far as the Moorshedabad and Maldah districts are concerned, while the detach- 
ments of the police battalion are kept there. 
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4. Some of the leaders ia the attack on Mr. Lyon’s factory at Bnnyagaon have 
been apprehended, and active measures being taken for the capture of the 
remainder, four of whom have, I am informed, gone to Rampore Bauleah, with the 
ostensible purpose of presenting a petition to my circuit. 

5. As Mr. Beaufort’s presence is required hero as Collector, on account of the 
quarterly sales, 1 have authorised him to depute the officiating joint magistrate, 
Mr. Alexander, to watch this side of the Bbagiruttee, though this precaution seems 
scarcely necessary. 

6. As there seems to ho no necessity for my remaining here beyond the present 
week, I purpose returning to Bauleah on Saturday evening, to admit of my pre- 
siding at the examination of the assistants on Monday, the 2d proximo. I shall, 

• Moorshedabad, be^des, ho in a more central position as regards the four indigo districts* there 
Maldah, Rajsha- than I should be by remaining at this station, where communication with three 
bye, Fubnah. them would be delayed. 

7. Mr. Muspratt is doing well in Puhna, and I trust the arrangements made 
before I left Bauleah for preventing further disturbances in Rajshahye will have 
the desirt'd effect. 

8. A full report of the attack on Mr. Lyon’s factory, in u^liich four of the 
assailants appear to have lost their lives, shall be submitted on completion of the 
inquiry, 

P. S . — I annex copies of two reports from the officiating joint magistrate of 
Moorshedabad, dated the 24th and 25th instant. 


From II, W. Akcvandcr, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorsliedabad, to 
the Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division (No. 27), dated Berhampore, 
the 24th March 1800. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter, No. 23, of the I4th instant, I have the honour to 
report, for your information, that on the 22d instant Mr. Furrcll, the assistant 
magistrate of Jungipore, reported from Bnnyagaon that on the previous day, 
between 6 and 7 a.ni., a large party of ryots, armed with spears and tulwars, &c., 
had attacked the factory belonging to Mr. Lyon, with the intention of plundering 
it and murdering the proprietor. 

2. Mr, Lyon had only with him at the time some few biirkundazes, and as 
matters wore very serious indeed, ho fired upon the mob. One ryot was killed 
on the spot, six wounded, one of wlmni has subsequently died. At the same 
time, the ** Pioneer” very providentially arrived o[)posite the factory, and on inti- 
mation being given to those on board, a party came to the rescue of the inmates 
of tlie factory, and tlie ryots on this ultimately dispersed. Mr. Furrell reports it 
as a notorious fact, and further corroborated by iho confession of one of the 
wounded men, tlmt one Morad Biswas had been for three days previously inciting 
the ryots of the surrounding villages to commit these open and unlawful acts of 
violene^i. The ^aid individual has l)cen since apprehended, and is now on his 
way to Berhampoie on board the “ Pioneer.” Of his arrival I will duly inform 
you. It appears tliis attack was totally unprovoked, and Mr. Lyon seems to 
have acted purely on the defensive ; in fact, had it not been for the timely arrival 
of the Pioneer,” tliere is no doubt that the ryots would have murdered those 
of the factory people who fell into their hand?. 

3. Mr. Furrell further mentions that a large party of ryots are said to have 
attacked the Buckrabad factory, in tho Maldah district, and to have entirely 
plundered and otherwise destroyed it, and that the said band, it was rumoured, 
intended recrossing the river to attack Urmooree in the same way. Subsequently# 
letters received from Mr. Furrell to-day show that matters have since quieted 
down at Bnnyagaon Dhullian and the surrounding neighbourhood. I have for- 
warded Mr. Furrell’s letters, in oriiiinal, to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, at the request of Mr. Beaufort, who started yesterday •for Aurangabad. 
Should any further information respecting these affairs arrive, 1 will immediately 
acquaint you with the same. 

4. A party of the police battalion, consisting of 40 men, went yesterday 
morning to the scene of these disturbances, and I issued ordere to several darogahs 
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to send as many burkundazes as could be spared to fiunyagaon. A detachment 
moreover, of the 73 d Native Infantry, under command of a European oflBcer, 
proceeded yesterday to the spot, in accordance with a telegraphed order received 
yesterday from the Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


From H. W, Alexander. Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to 
the Commissioner of the Rajsbahye Division (ISo. 28), dated Berhamporo, 
the 25ih March 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that, from a letter received to-day from 
Mr. Furrell, dated the 23d instant, 1 p.tn., it seems that since the arrost of 
Morad Biswas, mentioned in my letter. No. 27, of yesterday’s date, matters have 
entirely quieted on this side the Ganges ; no assemblies of ryots are now to bo 
found. 

2. A small force of military police stationed in the immediate neighbourhood, 
Mr. Furrell says, will prove quite sufficient for the maintenance of the peace. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Rajshahye (No. 1365), dated the 30th March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 1 Ct., daled the 
28tli instant, and, in reply, to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor approves 
of your proposal to leave Berhainporc for Ramporc Beaulcah in time to be present 
at the examination of assistants on the 2d proximo. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor anxiously awaits the r(q3ort promised in the 8th 
para, of your letter regarding the serious affair of the attack ui)on Mr. Lyon’s 
faclory. It is satisfactory to him to find that several of the ringleaders in such 
an attack as appears to have been made on Mr. Lyon are already in custody, and 
he has no doubt that every exertion is being made apprehend the remainder. 
Such an outrage as is leported to have been committed on this occasion must be 
most severely and promptly punished, whatever caused it. The Lieutenant 
Governor desires that you will place the investigation of this case, and of all 
others now pending, or uhich may arise in the Aurungabad sub-division, in the 
bands of Mr. B. Wood, wlio is now in cliarge of the sub-division. 

3. But it is necessary also to ascertain the reasons which actuate so large a 
number of the usually peaceable inhabit.mts of Bengal to make such a violent 
and murderous attack as is represented to have been made upon this particular 
factory. 

4. In such cases, until the affair is thoroughly investigated, tliere must always 
be a suspicion that violence so extraordinary \^as resorted to, either as a means 
of deff*ncc against some threatened injury of an intolerable nature, or in revenge 
for some such injury, which, in the belief of tiic persons concerned, could not be 
pi^vented, or punished, or reme<lied by the law, as practically administered. 

5. It is,. therefore, specially incumbent on the magisterial o^Jiceisof a district 
in which such an outrage has occurred to probe the affair to tjie bottom, and this 
must be done not only for the vindication of character, where the outrage has 
been unprovoked, and for the prosecution of all leading offeuders against the law, 
on the one side as wedl as on the other, where it has been provokeil, but also for 
the purpose of ascertaining how far the legal system in force, or its administration 
by the local officers, may be fairly held responsible for the breach of the pejice 
that has occurred. Tho Lieutenant Governor desires that the atteniion of the 
district officers may be specially directed to these remarks. 


Telegraph Message from the Assistant Commissioner, Camp Bunyagaon, 9 p.m., 
vid Rajmahal, 4.30 p.m., to tho Secretary to Governmerft of Bengal (No. 2390), 
dated 27th March 1859. 

Captain Puohe arrived at Dhoolian, six miles south of this, to-day. Mr. 
Furrell has gone down there to arrange for russut, shelter, &cc. Adjulant Cdogan 
arrived here yesterday with . 80 men, and will stay here for the present. 
72. N N 4 Mr. 
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Mr. Spankio has asked for troops from Rampore Bauleah. Captain Pughe will 
probably send some men from Dhooliaii. Matter appears quiet. Four has 
gone down to Rampore Bauleah to petition Commissioner. Intimation of 
same has been sent both to Commissioner and magistrate, and to apprehend 
them. Hear from Beaufort that Commissioner had arrived at Berhampore. 
Inquiry into late outrage progressing, and will proceed to Dowliah in a couple of 
days. 


From F, Gouldshury^ Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Bajshahye Division, to the 

Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 8 Ct.), dated 

Rajshahye, the 30th March 1860. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter, No. 1 Ct., dated the 28lh instant, I have the 
honour to subjoin the following extract of a communication which I have just 
received from Mr. Furrell, dated Camp Dhulliap, 6 p.m., of the 28th instant, for 
the Lieutenant Governor's information. 

2. All is perfectly quiet tlirougliout the sub-division, and I hear no further 
disturbances on the Maldah side of the river. I joined Captain Pughe at this 
place yesterday, Mr. Wood continuing the investigation at Bunyagaon. A 
detacbmeiit of 25 men of the 3d Bengal police battalion was sent across to 
Buckrabad yesterday afternoon, at the request of Mr. Spankie, and at the same 
time, 20 men were despatched to Urmaree to protect the factory at that place. 
About 40 of the military police have been left with Mr. Wood, at Bunyagaon, 
and we have 150 hero.'’ 

3. Mr. Furrell adds that the number of troops in the sub-division is, in his 
opinion, amply sufficient for the preservation of the peace ; indeed, he anticipates 
no further disturbance, and believes that “ should those ringleaders who went to 
Rampore Bauleah be opportunely arrested, the ryots will begin cultivating as 
usual." 

4. The arrest of Lalchand Shah and Ruttim Mundul (two of the ringleaders 
in the attack on Mr. Lyon's lactory, who came to my Court to present a petition), 
has already been communicated to you demi-officially, and will, it is hoped, have 
the effect anticipated by Mr. Furrell. 

5. Captain Pughe, from whom 1 have also heard, corroborates Mr. Furrell’s 
report as to the quiet prevailing in the neighbourhood of Dhulliaii, which appears 
to have been the centre of the disaffection. 

6. 1 have requested Mr. Beaufort to send back the detacliment of 60 men 
whicli were supplied from the 2d police battalion at Bauleah, at bis requisition, 
as their services may be required in the Rajshahye or Pubnah districts, and they 
can be replaced here by a detachment from Captain Pughe's corps, if necessary. 


(No. 1415.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, in the Home 
Department. 


From Captain Pughcy Pulsa, per E. 1. Railway Telegi’aph, to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Calcutta (No. 168), Camp Dhullian, 28th March 1860. 

Sir, 

I SENT off a party to Maldah last night. I am here with the magistrate, Mr. 
Furrell, in the centre of the disaffected district ; everything is quiet. Parties are 
posted at every point where there is the slightest chance of a disturbance. 

The number of men at my disposal is ample ; from all wo can hear all is quiet 
on the other side of the Ganges. 


(No. 1319.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, Home 
Department. 
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Front Captain Ptfghe, I^tlsa, par East India Rwlvay Telegraph, to the Seoretaiy 
to the GoTermnent of Bengal, Calcutta (No. 169), Camp DhuUian, dated 28th 
Maroh 1860. 

Sir, 

Flowuek mentioned that a telegram has been sent to me about Maldah ; 1 
have not received it. The party mentioned in mine of this morning was sent at 
the request of the magistrate, and was a small one. In case more men are 
requested, I will despatch another party to>night, but we have heard nothing here 
of any disturbances, although we are on the opposite bank of the river. 


(No. 1318.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of thp Government of India, in the 
Home Department 


From Captain Pughe, per East India Railway Telegraph, to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Calcutta (No. 177), Camp DhuUian, dated 29th March 
1860. ■ > 



Gtages. 

All quiet in Maldah ; the same here ; but there appears to be an uneasiness 
among the ryots, and many have sent away their families. I haVe strong parties 
moving about the district in four different directions. It has a very good effect, . 
and I do not anticipate any disturbance. ^ 


V 

(No. 1375.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in the Home 
Department. 


Tbleoraph Message from Officiating Deputy Commissioner Bunyagaon, vid 
Rajmahal, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 3081), dated 
29th March 1860, 10.20. a.m. 

Sir, 

No extra news : aU quiet : inquiry progressing. 


(No. 1340.) . 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, Homo 
Department. 


Telegeaph Message from Officiating Deputy Co^issioner, B«mwaom ^ 
Rajmahal, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta (No. 3894), 
dated 80 March 1860, 2. 15. p.m. 


iJJcHOTiD Sao and Ruttun Mundul, two of the chief conspirators, appre- 
henM at AU quiet here and across the Ganges. 
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4 Ilavildars, 
4 Naicks. 

SO Sepoys. 


Tklkgraph Message from Cuptain Pyghc, Bunyagaoii, via Rajmahal, to the 
Secretary to the Clovcrnraent of Bengal (No. 3334), dated 30th March 18G0, 
8. 15. p. m. 

I HAVE directed the detachm(‘nt of tlie Behar Light Morse to move down hero 
from Rajinalial, should they not have received orders to the contrary. They will 
he very useful; Mr. Wood agrees with me in thinking so. 


From A, R. Voumj, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to Captain 
A*. PiKfhc, Commanding 3d Bengal Police Battalion (No. 1392), dated 
31st :\larch 18G0. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of ymir telegram of yesterday’s date, 
intimating tluit you have directed the two troojis of the Behar Light Horse at 
Bajinalial to move down to Bunyngaon, and in reply to inform yon that the 
Lieutenant Governor approves of the arrangement. It will probably be ex- 
pedient to divide the two troops hereafter. 


Telegraph Messacjk from Captain Fnghc, Dullian via Rajmahal, to Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Calcutta, dated 3d April 1860. 

Sir, 

Camp Dhullian, the 2(1 April.— Cavalry arrived this morning; 150 sabres. I 
shall keep 40 here, send 18 to Maldah, 40 to Beauleah, and remainder to Moor- 
shednbad. All quiet. 


• (No. 1549.) 

Copy forwarded for the mformation of the Government of India, in the Homo 
Department. 

From Lieutenant G, Rrerc.^, (Jonimaiiding 2d Bengal Police Battalion to 

Major T, llaitratj, lnsp(;ctor Military Police Battalions, Lower Provinces, 

(No. 200), dated Rampore Bcauliah, 34 April 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report for your information tliat the detachment of 100 
men under Lionienant O’C-ounor, r(‘.‘U'iied Maldah on the 30tli ultimo, and that 
on the 1st instant, at the re-([acst of tli(‘ magisti'ate, the former officer despatched 
a detachment of 2.') men under a jemau lar to Biickraiiad. 

2. 1 liavo also to inform you that a detachment as ])er margin, under com- 
mand of Suh-Limitenant Issurree Sing, marched from this this morning for Pubnah, 
makiii'^ a total number of 150 men exclusive of non-cmnmissioneJ officers sent 
to that jilace. The suh4ieut(*iiant will assume charge of the whole. 


(No. 219.) 


Copy forwarded to Secretary to Government of Bengal for information. 


From Major T. Rattray, Inspector of Militai’y Police Battalions in Bengal, to 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 223), dated 
Barrackj)ore, 7th Apiil 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE tlio honour to report for the information of the Lieutenant Governor, 
that a squadron of the Behar Horse, under the command of Lieutenant P. Davis, 
reached Rajmahal on the 31st ultimo, having got over 210 miles in six nights, 
beiii”* at the rate of 35 miles per night. Such marching does considerable credit 
both°to Lieutenant Davis and the irregular cavalry. 

2. Lieutenant 
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2. Lieutenant Davis is himself at Moorsheclabad. 

3. By order of Captain Pughe, lieutenant Davis lias distributed 
bis men as jier margin. 

4. Captain Piiglic reports that ho has quite sufficient men with 
him for Avhatever work he may have to do, and as he recommends 
that the detachments at Bancoorah, Deoghur, and Goddah stand 
fast for the present, I wouM beg to second his roeommendation, 
more especially as cholera ami small-pox have broken out in his 
camp. 


Moorsheclabad - 
Ram pore Beauleali 

Rajmaluil 
Dhiillian - 
Maldali - 
Lollgolali 


40 Sabres, 
40 ,, 

40 „ 

34 ,, 

10 „ 

16 „ 


180 


From A. R, Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Inspector 
of Police Battalions (No. 1041 ), dated lOth April 18G0. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 223, dated tlie 
7tli instant, reporting the rapid march from Patna to Rajmahal of a squadron 
of tlic Behar Horse under Lieutenant Davis, and in reply, to inform you tliat the 
Lieutenant Governor considers tlic /eal and activity displayed by Lieutenant 
Davis and his men to lie very satisfactory. 

2. The distribution of tliese men by Captain Puglie, and tluit officers sugges- 
tion that the detachment of liis liattalioii at Bancoorali, Deogluir, and Goddah 
should not at present be moved from those places, arc ap[>roved. 


T£r,E(iR.\iur Message from B. Wood, Esq., to Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Calcutta (No. ), dated 9th April ISGO, 12. 21. p.m. 

I HAVE apprclicnded most of the head men concerned in tlie attack on Mr. Lyon's 
factory on the 31st ultimo, and the case will be ready for hearing in a few days. 
If tlie case be sent to the sessions at Berhampore, tliere will be much delay and 
every obstacle thrown in the way of conviction by mooktars and paid agents of 
zemindars. Tlu' police also are much mixed up; in tliis case prompt punishment 
is very necessaiy, and would effectually secure the peace of the district. Mr. YuleV 
camp is at Rajmahal. 1 would venture to suggest lie be empowered to decide 
this case at once on parties being present on tlie spot. Berhampore is 50 miles 
distant. Please reply through the Ihilsa Office, which is nearest tliis. 


From A, li. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to G, U. YuU', 
Esq., Commissioner of Bhaiigulpore, Rajmahal (No. 1G17), dated 9th April 
18G0. 

Sir, 

The case of certain rioters concerned in the attack on Mr. Lyon’s indigo factory, 
situated within the Aurimgahad Sub-division, being ready for hearing, and it. 
being expedient to try the parties on the spot, instead t>f sending them on for 
that purpose to Berhampore, I am directed to inform you tliat the lieutenant 
Governor, understanding that you arc at present encamped at Rajmahal, has been 
pleased to vest you with the powers of a Session Judge in Moorshedabad, to 
enable you to try the case in question. 

Mr. B. Wood, Deputy Magistrate in charge of a oub-division of Aurangabad, 
who is a justice of the peace, has been instructed to administer to you the usual 
oaths of office. 


(No. 1688.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Sudder Court. 


72 . 
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From A, JR. Young^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to JS. Woody Esq., 
Deputy Magistrate in charge of the Sub-Division of Aurungabad (No. 1619)> 
dated 9th April 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to forward for your information the 
accompanying copy of a letter this day addressed to Mr. G. U. Yule, Commis- 
sioner of Bhaugulpore, and to request that you will administer the oaths of office 
to that gentleman, and forward them duly subscribed and attested to the Register 
of the Sudder Court. 


Telegraph Message from the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to Electric 
Telegraph Office, Pnlsa, dated 9th April 1860, 8 p.m, 

Mr. Yule has been vested 'with the powers of a sessions judge in Moor- 
shedabad for the purpose of trying tho.case of tlie attack on Mr. Lyon’s factory. 
Send a report as soon as you commit the rioters, and then devote yourself to the 
case of the complaints against the factory. 


Petition from Juggobundhoo Dutto, of Amdole, in the District of Moorshed- 
abad, to the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal ; dated Ber- 
hampore, 24th March 1860. 

The humble Petition of Juggobundhoo Dutto, of Amdole, in Thannah Pulsa, 
within the Sub-Division of Aurungabad, in the District of Moorsliedabad, 

Most respectfully showeth. 

That your petitioner is the proprietor of a mebal called Turruff Amdole, whicli 
has for few years been let in lease to Mr. C. B. Maseyk, owner of the indigo 
factory of Kodum Syer. Being desirous to let the above-mentioned mohal in 
putnee on advantageous terms, a proclamation a as given by your petitioner, in- 
viting parties willing to take it to offer their terms. Two parties, viz., the pro- 
prietor of the aforesaid factory and one Baboo Nubbo Coomar Sing, of Mohesi - 
pore, expressed their desire to take the mehal in putnee, but tlie jumma offered 
by the latter being higher than that proposed by the former, a settlement was 
made with the said baboo, and a conveyance in his name was drawn out on the 
21st Maugh last. On the 23d idem, when the people on the part of the putnee 
holder went, to that mehal to take possession of it, lateowals, surkeewallahs, and 
other armed men of Mr. Maseyk, numbering about 400, headed by the naib 
and other people of the factory, walked up to your petitioner’s house and sur- 
rounded it at about nine o’clock, a. m. Your petitioner, taking fright, closed 
up all the avenues to his house, hurried up stairs, and there, together with his 
family and children, shut up in a room. Then the peoi)le outside began to cut 
open the doors, to enter within, and though the peoide of the neighbourhood and 
the policemen of the adjacent fandec were attracted to the spot by the noise and 
shouts, none had pluck to confront such a large body of armed men and to come 
to the rescue of the beleaguered party. Not succeeding, however, so soon to cut 
open the doors, the people of the factory dashed down a part of the cuteba wall 
surrounding the house by the force of elephants, and made good their entry into 
the premises. 

Then commenced a scene too revolting to humaity , and one which yod^ 
petitioner cannot recal in his mind without a chilly sensation of horror. Zed- 
nanah mehal was entered into, women and children dragged forth, their bodieL*^ 
stripped off of all ornaments, their noses and ears torn and lacerated in thd^ 
operation. All the trunks, chests, recesses of the house were ransacked; the' 
floors ot all the rooms excavated in search of hidden treasure, and property, ^ 
consisting of gold, silver (both in specie and bullion), jewels, utensils, wearing 
apparel, in 6ne, everything the house contained, to the value of (1,00,000) one lac 

of 
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of rupees, was plundered ; which, together with your petitioner and another inmate 
of the house, by name^Hurro Mohun Audikaree, seized and bound by ropes, were 
carried to the factory of Mr. Maseyk. There, fur 10 days, your petitioner and 
the said Audhikaree were confined, by the order of the Sahib, in separate places, 
under a guard of about 10 burkundauzes, during the day in the jungle, and in 
godowns by night ; the food that was served to them was doled out so sparingly, 
•and after such long intervals, that the suffering they underwent both mentally 
and physically exceeds all description. 

Just after the occurrence, your petitioner’s brother, Pranbundhur Diuto, and 
his son, Beejoygovind Dutto, lodged a complaint in the assistant magistrate’s 
court at Aurangabad, and though the inquiry instituted was one of a lax cha- 
racter, sufficient traces of the plunder were found, and Allad Sing, and others in 
the employ of Mr. .Maseyk, were called upon to answer to the charge brought 
against them. Matters coming at this stage, your petitioner was taken in the 
presence of Mr. Charles Maseyk and bis brother, James Maseyk, and given to 
understand that if he were to file a rajeenamah, and stay the progress of the suit, 
all would go right with him, his property to be restored and life saved, other- 
wise the loss of both would be the inevitable consequence. Thus threatened, and 
encouraged with the hope of getting back bis property and liberty, he w'as con- 
strained to yield to the [iroposal, and was accordingly taken to the magistrate’s 
court under the strict surveillance, where he filed his rajeenamair on the 14th 
Falgoon. Sooner it was done than he was seized and carried back on board a 
boat, and placed in confinement as before. 

Your petitioner’s brother being informed of this, proceeded to the darogah of 
Thanna Manoola Bazar, and sought the aid of him, who whereupon deputed his 
moonsliee and burkundauzes and got your petitioner released. 

Your petitioner having regained his liberty, proceeded to Berhampore, and in- 
stituted fresh complaint in the magistrate’s court, detailing the circumstances 
and praying for the recovery of his property. Three or four days after the insti- 
tution of the complaint, the magistrate look down the deposition of your peti- 
tioner, and has since only called for witnesses. Your petitioner liaving been 
surprised at the apatlietic way in which such a seriohs case was being dealt with, 
solicited by fresh petition that functionary to take speedy and energetic measures 
towards the investigation of tlie case and the search of the factory for the dis- 
covery of the property, but to no purpose. Your petitioner then applied to the 
Commissioner of Rujsliahye, who, having called for and received a kyfeut from 
the magistrate to the effect that a case is pending trial, has taken no further 
steps. The case stands at a dead still. If prompt and energetic measures were 
taken, everything, as represented by your petitioner, would have come to light 

and his property found. , , . , 

Your petitioner is now a luined man; he has lost all he had m the world, 
and his absence from home at this season entails on him a loss of 60,000 rupees, 
for he cannot dare stir out of Berhampore for fear of falling in the hands ot the 
factorv people, who are in ambuscade to seize him and put him to deatli. 

After submitting this brief delineation of his case before your Honor, your 
petitioner earnestly solicits that your Honor will be graciously pleased to appoint 
one of his secretaries to investigate his case ; and the expenses that wiH be in- 

curred on that account will be paid by your petitioner. 

If your petitioner has ventured a little too far in making such request, his 
piteous case will speak volumes in his hehalt, if duly considered. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 


From A R Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Rajshahye (No. 1288 ), dated 28 tli March 1860 . 

1 AM directed to forward to you the accompanying copy of a petition from one 
Juggobundoo Dutto, of Amdole, in Thannah Pulsa, within the sub-division of 
Aurunoabad, brinring to notice a serious case of assault and plunder alleged to 
have been committed in his house by the factory servants of Mr. C. B. Maseyk, 
72. 0 0 3 ^ 
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nil indigo ijlantor, and complaining of the lax and apathetic way in which his 
cnH- lias been dealt with bv the maiiistratc of Moarshedabad. 

Tl le Lieutenant Governor desires me to request tliat you will call upon the 
muoistrate for an immediate report on this case, and his explanation in regard to 
the coniplaint made against his proceedings. 

If tlic petition is in the main founded on facts, I am desired to request that 
you will order a searching and thorough inquiry to be made in the sub-division. 
You are aware that the Lieutenant Governor is by no means as yet satisfied wdtli 
the magistrate's action, or rather inaction, in the serious affair which happened 
in Aurungaliad last mouth. 


From F. Gouldsbiiry, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Raj>hahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Ucngal, Fort William (No. 12 Ct.), dated the 
31st March 1860. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter. No. 1288, dated the 28th instant, forwarding 
copy of a petition from Juggobundoo Dutt, of Amdole, in Thanna Pulsa, T have 
the honour to annex, for the information of the Lieutenant Governor, a copy of 
the explanation fuinished on the 12lh instant, by the Officiating joint magistrate 
of Moorshedabad, before whom the case is pending, and who has already been 
directed to submit a full report on com[)letion of the proceedings. 

2. The copy of Juggobundoo Dutt’s petition will be immediately sent to Mr. 
Alexander for any further explanation he may desire to offer regarding the 
statements therein contained. 


From H. W. Alexander, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to 
the Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division (No. 53), dated Berhampore, the 
12th March 1860. 


Sir, 

■U iTH reference to the order conveyed on the back of the enclosed petition, I 
have the honour to .submit an explanation, so fer'as I am able, of the state of the 
case mentioned therein. 


2. I am of course not able to state what part Mr. Furrell took personally in the 
matter, an explanation as to the charges brought against him in the said petition 
coming no doubt more properly from himself; but I can, on a reference to the 
records of the case, mention what steps appear to have been taken in the said 
matter. 

3. On the 4th^ of February, Saturday, notice was given by the darogah of 

Thanna Pulsa of the illegal plundering, as referred to by the petitioner, Pran- 
bundo Dutt. The darogah himself started immediately to investigate the case ; 
and on the 7th of February Mr. Furrell went himself to the spot, took the evi- 
dence of Bejoygobindo Dutt, nephew to the petitioner, and was engaged on the 
7th, 8th, and 9th in inquiring and recording the evidence of several witnesses in 
regard to the said afi’air. • 

4. On the 10th he returned to Jungiporc, and on the 11th the reply of one 
defendant in this case was taken ; on the same day the petitioner himself appeared 
in court, when his deposition was taken down; and on the 16th and 27th the 
evidence of other witnesses was recorded. 

5. On the 18th of February Bejoygobind filed a petition of compromise in 
this matter, as did on the 25th Juggobundo Dutt; notwithstanding which, the 
latter again, on the Ist of March, presented a petition, requesting that his case 
might be fully inquired into, he havii^ been illegally detained for nearly a 
month, end having only been released, the day previous (le., February 29th) ; 
WDon this I took the deposition of the said person, in which he mentioned at 

length 
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length the circumstances of the said plundering of his l.ouse, and cited the names 
of certain parties he wished summoned as his witnesses. This latter Ims S 
done. As the case therefore is m an incomplete state as re'>'avds the evidenep 
for the prosecution, 1 am unable to offer an opinion as to the’trutii or fahity of 
the chaige, hut one suspicious point exists m the matter ; viz., .fm-o-ohinido Dutt 
who apimured m court on February the 25th, ami filed a p.-tition"of comprolnise’ 
of F^ebrua'ry'^*" ^ March, stating he was in eonfinemeiit until the 2!»th’ 


From A. R. Young Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Magistrate of Maldah (No. l-2()5), dated Fort William, the 20th Ma“ch 1800. 

It has beeii known to private persons in C dentta for 'two or more days past, 
that serious disturbances 111 connexion with cerlain indigo factories in yonr dis- 
trict have occurred , but up to the present time no intimation of what has hap- 
penecl lias ueen received from you. ^ 


2. The Lieutenant Governor cannot but regard this silence on your part as 
highly reprehensible, as it sliows either that you bail no knowled-'e of these 
serious occurrences within your own jurisdiction, or knowing them, failed to 
report them at once to Government, .as it was your duty to have done. I am 
directed to express the dissatisfaction of the Lieutenant Governor with your 
conduct on this matter, and to warn you .against similar negligence in future. 


From F. Gouldsbimj, Esq., Commissioner of llaj’shahye, to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 501), Rajshahye, the 24th Marcit 
1800. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report, for rlie information of the Honourable the 
Lieutenant Governor, that, in conseiiuenees of I'eports that liave rcaclieJ me of 
the probaliility of disturbances anions- tin* indigo ryots in certain parts of the 
JMaldali District, I have di'cmed it advisable lo increase the stren{,rth of the 
dotaehiiient of the Military Police Pattalioii proci‘eding to take the duties at tliat 
station to 70 men. • Similar detachiiKaits have already been sent to Berhampore 
and Pubiia, on the reijuisition of tlie nia^’istraU's of tlio>e districts, but I have not 
lieard of any fiirtlier tlislurlianet's there, and I am in liope^ that the circulation 
of the copies of the Beiigallee notification first received from Ciovernment, will 
liave the effect of allaying the prescait excitement. 

2. I sljall proceed, without diLiy, to IJerliaiiipoix*, in pursuance of the iirstruc- 
tioii:5 cunlairied in the Junior Si cretary’s Iclter, No. 10S(3, of the 22d in.itant. 


From A. R. Young, Esip, Secretary to the Government of liengal, to tlio Commis- 
sioner of Kajsliahye (No. 1251), dated 27th March 18G0. 

Sir, 

I AM dirccteil to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter, No. 501, dated the 
24th in.-5taiit, reporting that, on receipt of intelligt nee of the probability of dis- 
turliaiices among thejndigo ryots in certain parts of the district of Mahlali, you 
have increased tlie strength of the detachment of military police proceeding to 
Maldah to 70 men, and that similar detachments have been sent to Berhampore 
and Pubna. . 

2. The Lieutenant Governor approves of your proceed >ngs, and desires me to 
state that, should further reinforcements of the military police be wanted, you 
should apply at once to Captain Puglie, the commandant of the 3d Battalion, 
who is in the Junghypore Sub-Division, or in that neighbourliood.. 


OO4 


From 
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From F. Gouldshury, Esq., Commissioner of Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 618), dated 
the 26th March 1860. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter, No. 601, of the 24th instant, I have the honour 
to rej)ort that a full compuny of the 2d Police Battalion, under the command of 
Lieutenant O’Connor, have left for Maldah, and I have sent instructions to the 
magistrate to proceed with them to the scene of the disturbances. 

2. I have not had any report from Mr. Spankie regarding the attack on tlie 
Buckrabad factory, mentioned in the Hurkaru ” newspaper of the 24th instant, 
Indeed, were it not for private information received from an unofficial source, 
I should be ignorant of any actual disturbances having occurred in the Maldah 
District, Mr. Spankie having, unfortunately, chosen this particular time to leave 
the station on settlement duty. I could have wished that an officer* of greater 
promptitude and energy had been in charge of the district at such a crisis. 

3. Mr. Beaufort lias, I understand, proceeded to Aurangabad, under instruc- 
tions sent to him by telegraph, and I hope to learn further particulars of the dis- 
turbances in that quarter, on my arrival at Berhampore to-morrow morning. 

4. My Maldah correspondent informs me that letters had been intercepted, 
calling upon the ryots of Mr. Gray’s factories to rise, but no intimation of this has 
been sent to me by the magistrate. 

writing the above, I have received a report from the magistrate of 
Rajshahye, of a disturbance in the neighbourhood of Nattore, of which the 
following arc the particulars : — 

A Mr. White, of the Deegha factory, while out on horseback, was attacked by 
some 200 of his ryots ; he himself escaped, but his horse w as wounded by a blow 
from a lalec, and one of Ids servants was severely handled, having liis he id cut 
open, and much swollen and disfigured in consequence. Mr. Metcalfe, the 
assistant in charge of the Nattore sub-division (who proceeded to the spot next 
morning), has succeeded in apprehending about 10 of the parties engaged in this 
outrage, who are ryots of Jogendernairn Rac, .one of the Pootea zemindars, w’ho 
has just attained his majority, an event wliich terminates the lease of his estates 
held by the Messrs. Waison, under the court or wards, and is likely to lead to 
further disputes. 

Under these circumstances, and adverting to the prevalent excitement among 
the indigo ryots, I liave sanctioned Mr* Lu:>hington’s proposal, immediately to 
dispatch a party of 60 men of the police battallion to the scene of tlie above 
disturbance, and to depiue Mr. Taylor, the officiating joint magistrate, with a 
simihiry party to Pootea, to remain there until the question of the renewal or 
otherwise of the lease of the Messrs. Watson is settled. I would also beg leave 
strongly to urge the expediency of an officer witli full powers being at once 
appointed to thy charge of the Nattore sub-division, in the place of Mr. Chapman, 
resigned. 


From A. R. Young^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Rajsliahye (No. 1368), dated the 30th March 1860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,. No. 618, dated the 
26th instant, and in reply to state, that if the 2d Police Battalion cannot supply 
men enough lor all the districts of your division, north of the Ganges, where 
there is, or may be excitement, the Lieutenant Governor desires that you will 
call upon Captain Pttghe for a sufficient party for Maldah, as he has plenty of 
men to spare, l^ms the Maldah and Moorshedabad districts may be provided 
for from Captain Pughe’s battalion, and the Ghoorka regiment. 

2. The orders fssued by you to Mr. Lushingtoh, the magistrate of Rajshahye, 
with reference to the recent outbreak in the Nattore sub-division, are approved. 

8. With 
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3. With reference to the remarks contained in the second para, of the post- 
script to your letter, regarding the expiry of the lease held by Messrs. Watson 
& Co., of the estate of the Pootea Zemindar JogendernarainRac, I arn to observe, 
that whilst the peace must be kept, you will of course bear in mind the neces- 
sity foT all public officers scrupulously to abstain from using influence, or 
interfering in any way in what seems to be wholly a private affair of business. 


(No. 1369.) 

Copy of para. 1 forwarded to Captain J. R. Pnghe, Commandant, 3d Bengal 
Police Battalion, for his information. 


(No. 1370.) 

Copy of pa;'a. 1 forwarded to tlie Inspector of Police Battalions in Bengal. 


From Lord If. U. Brouve, Under Secretary to the Government of Bcti'^al, to 
J. S. Spankic, Esq., Magistrate and Collector of Maldah (No. I.a72), dated the 
30th March 1860. 


I AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor has been pleased to 
appoint you to officiate, until further orders, as Joint Magistrate tind Deputy 
Collector of Rajshtihye. 


2 I am desired to state, that your present transfer is in eonsequence of tt rt-porl 

froin the Commissioner, from which the following is art cxDact 

“ I hare not had tiny report IVoin Mr. Spankie regarding tlie, attack in tlie 
Buckrahad factory, mentioned in the “ Uurkaru” newspaper of the 2D h 
Indeed, where it not for private information, received from tin unollicial 
source I should he ignorant of any actual disturbance having occurred in the 
Maldah district, Mr. Spankie having unfortniiately chosen this ptirticiilar time 
to leave the station on settlement duty. 1 could have wi-shed that an office ol 
greater promptitude and energy had been in charge ot the distnet at sue), a 

crisis.” 


From lord II. U. Bromic. Under Secretary to the Oovcrnmeiit ol Bengal, to 
A'. H. C. Toyltr, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collect, or ol 
liajsiialiyc (No. 1371), dated the noth Maieli isOt). 

I AM directed to inform you, that the Lieutenant tiovcinoi has been pleased 

further o,dc,,,» JlaeWrate U, lector ot 

Maldah. , 

2. You are requested to leave Bajshahye at once, and to take charge of your 
new office us soon as possible. v 


1800. 

I the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1205, dated 

72 , ^ 
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factory of BuckraI)i\(J, I wrote to the Coinmissiont'r f)r troops, and to yon for a 
copy of the Li«‘utenant Governor’s Notiti{‘.ation. 1 also issued a proclamation to 
the ryots of this district, in which I informed them of my having sent for a 
regiment. T tlieii "larted for lluckrahad, and f s'lould iiave answered your hotter 
earlier had I heen in recei|)t of it, but 1 liaee just returned from the mofussil, 
and find it here anaiting niy arrival. 

Ihie.krahid factory wa^ attacked by about 250 or ,000 men, who entered the 
shrri^ta where the aec(>unts are kc^pt, colier^t'd them together, and burnt the 
gr(‘at(‘st ]) ortioii. Tlie rest ihey through down a weJl, which is situated within 
th(‘ compound of tin' liou-e. d'hey then attacked the residiuice of Mr. Rich, 
wlio was absent at that time, carried off several valuable gmis and a sword, 
(lesiroved bis weaiing apparel, and made a boiifiia^ of his gnn eases and some 
oth( r property. I took the evidence of the plaintllf and his witnesses, and also 
arrested some ot the principal defendants, in all 17 men, after which I returned 
to the station. 

There can be no doubt wliatever that the ryots on this side of the (Jangeswere 
instigated to this act of violence by ryots of the Moorshedahad district. Jiiick- 
rahad factory h(dongs to Mr. David Andrew, in whose factories Kalapaiiee and 
Ankoora, tin* first distnrbanee in this part of Bengal commenced. TIk^ reason 
of the riot is to me {)hvioii> enough. The ryots liad ))ceu ill-treated for some time 
by tlie factory servants, and were consecpienlly forced into this rebellion. 

I may luld, thut the attack on Buekrahad was unexpected ; in fact, the absence 
of Mr. Hich fVom his own factory at such a crisi-^ proves the above assertion. 


From /f. li. Von?ig\ Es(j., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Rajshahye (No. 144 S), dated tlui 2d April 1860 . 

Sir, 

1 AM direet(!d to forwai*il to you the accompanying copy of a letter* from Mr, 
Spankie, the Magistrate of Malda, reporting the particulars of an attack made 
by the ryots of Ins district on the Buckrabad factory. 

2. The Ifieutcuaiit Governor considers it vm’y extraordinary that In* should 
receive on the 2(1 April the first account from the magistrates of this very serious 
cas(!, wliieli occurred on the 20th of Marcli. As the usual means of communi- 
cation were available, the absence of the magistrate from his Sadder station does 
not fidly explain this (Uday. 

Tli(i magistrate Avill of course spare no pains to bring to justice all the leaders 
in this outrage, 

lie reports, that the ryots had been forced into tliis crime (whicli he willi great 
impropriety of expression terms “rebellion”) by the ill-treatment tlu^y have 
suffered for some time past from the factory servants ; but he says nothing of any 
steps taken for the puiiislimont of those who have so ill-treated the ryots, or for the 
protection of the ryots from a contiimancc of such ill-treatment from the same 
servants in futitre. 

This is not a creditable omission. The magistrate must forthwith proceed to' 
the spot, and inquire thoroughly into that side of the case, and if the factory 
servants can be proved to be guilty of anything which makes them liable 0 
criminal prosecution, they should be immediately prosecuted with the utmost 
rigour of tlie law. 

Similarly, if the masters of those servants can be proved guilty of the like 
conduct, they should be prosecuted in like manner. 

Whilst it is absolutely necessary to punish promptly and severedy such an out- 
break as this, it is no less incumbent 011 the magistrate, in the cause of justice 
and order, to exert himself in order to the punishment or prosecution, if possible, 
of those guilty of offences which driver poor people to such violent and cricninal 
outrage. 
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' Secretary to the Government of Bengal 

mitlM (No. 

Sir, 

T AM flirectedto inform yon that the Lieutenant Governor lias been pleased to 
appoint you to officiate as Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of Baeke^gnnge. 

2. On being relieved of yonr office by Mr. A. J. R. Bainbridge, von wdl pro- 
ceed at once to join your appointment at Baekergnnge. 


(No. 11.92). 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of Dacca for information. 


to the Got eminent of Bengal, to A. J. R. 

BainOi Esrp, Officiating Joint Magi>tr.ate and Deputy Collector of Backer- 

gunge (No. 1189), dated the 21tli March 18(>0. 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter, No. .502, of the 20lh instant, to the addre.ss of 
Uie (minmissioner of Dacca, gntng you leave of absence for three weeks, I am 
directed to state that the Lieutenant Governor regrets that the exio-eneies of the 
service render it necessary for him to withhold that indulgence forlhe present. 

2. You have heeti ajipointed to officiate as magistrate and collector of Fiibna, 
and I am to request that you Mill join that apjiointmeut witli all possible 
exjiedition. '■ 


(No. 1190.) 

Copy forwarded to the Coiiimissioncr of Dacca for inforniatiou, in continuation 
of letter. No. .502, of the 20lh instant. 


From IJemy Miispratt, Ofiiciating IMaoisiralc and ColK ctoi* of Pubna, to 
y/. ]\. Youjig, Ks{|., Secretary to the Governmi'iit ot Benoal, dated Pubna 
the 2btli March l«uo. 

Sir, 

I IIA^’K lh(! liouour to acknovvled^ro reci'ipt of \ our letter, No. 1191, dated tlie 
24tli iii.stant, iiifuriiiing’ me that I liave been ajipointed to ofiiciate as joint ma<^is- 
tiate and deputy colleetor of liackermni<>’e, and a.s this appointment is an inferior 
one to that I now hold, I have the honour to solicit Ins Honor the Jdeuteiiarit 
Governor ot Bengal that I may be informed why I have been removed from my 
present appointment. • 


From A. R. Young, Rsq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
//. Mvspvatt^ Esq., Officiating Magistrate and Colleetor of Pubna (No. 1451), 
dated the 2d April J860. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 28th ultimo, 
requesting to be informed of the grounds of your removal from the acting 
appointment held by you in the Pubna district, and, in reply, to slate that you 
have been ai)point(‘d to act elsewhere, because another ofiicer has been appointed 
to act in Pubna, whom the Lieutenant Governor considers better (jualified for 
the management of that district under existing circumstances than you are. 

Vou must not regard this change at all in the light of a punishment. It is 
caused by the necessity of having specially selected men in tlie excited districts 
at the present moment. 


72 . 
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300 


PAPERS RELATING TO 


From F. Gouldsburtj, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, No. 546, dated Rajshahye, the 2d 
April 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lieutenant Governor, 
tliat on iny return to Raniponi llaulcah yesterday morning, I found that no fur- 
tlier disturbance had occurred during my absence, 

2. I beg to annex for his Honor s perusal, copy of a letter from the officiating 
magistrate of Pubna, No. 144, dated the 27tli ultimo, reporting the state of feel- 
ing which he found to prevail among the ryots of Chateean, a factory of Mr. 
Hills, and of some villages in the Meerpoor concern ; and, with reference to the 
concluding paragraph, to state tliat I have requested the officer commanding the 
2d police batialion to increase the strength of the detachment in the Pubna dis- 
trict to 150 men. 


•From Henry Muspratty Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, to the Commis- 
sioner of Circuit, Rajshahye, No. 144, dated Pubna, the 27th March 1860. 

Sir,’ 

I HAVL the honour to report tliat a petition having been presented hy Azim 
and others during my absence from the Sadder station on collcctorate tluties, I 
started for the spot as soon as my tents had arrived. 

2. I found that the disputi' was between three of the ryots of {'iiate(!an and 
Mr. A. Hills, of Miton Factory. Tlu^ factory lies in the Nudlea district ; f found 
(March 26th) the feelings of the peojile th(‘re and in the neighbouring villages 
wer<^ against the planters and indigo cultivation. Tiny objech'd to the “ Planters’ 
beegah” wihch is measiirecHrom time immemorial by a hath of 22 inches. Tliey 
eoniplaiiietl that they were made to cultivate more land in indigo than they were 
allowcMl t(> cultivate with dhan. The ryot'^ of Chateean stated that the magistrate 
of Nudd('a had come to Dhurrumpore, some 10 or 12 miles from Chateean, 
and had said no more indigo was to be grown. 

Tliey aLo showed me two papers from the Nuddea magistrate, but which 
appear more lik(' copies of orders passiHi on petitions, and though it is stated in 
them tliat ryots having taken advances arc bound to work tlieai out, yet these so 
Ciilled pill wanahs were produced to show that it was the order of Govermneut iinligo 
should not be grown. After I had ex])laine(l to the ryots that it was not ibr the 
(iovernment to order the zemindars that one crop should be grown, and not 
anotiier, and that if they had entered into agreements they were bound to act 
up to them, and also warned them against following the evil example of tlie ryots 
in the Nuddea district, the people said that they would not grow indigo, and one 
man said, that if I, or the Government even, said they were to grow indigo, that 
thev were all dett^rmined to be of one mind and oppose the Government. I imme- 
diately arrested this man for contempt of court, and as his words met with words 
of approval from others, I have put the man on his defence for uttering threat- 
ening words likely to cause a serious breach of the peace. 

4. I warned all the ryots, that if they were under engagements to sow indigo, 
they were bound to do so ; and that if they prevented tlie planters’ people going 
near the lands, or acted liostilely towards them when they went near the village, 

I should take serious notice of their conduct, and that if, on the other hand, the 
planters, defendants, attempted to oppress them, they were to come and complain 
to tne. 

6. On the 25th I had asked Mr. Ferrier, of the Mcerpore concern, regarding 
the feelings of his ryrfts. His reply was, that they were all quite quiet, and he 
was not aware of their having any complaints to make. On my way to Chateean 
I passed two or three villages belonging to Meerpore, and immediately on seeing 
me all the ryots came forward, making loud complaints regarding the oppression 
of the planter and his people. These ryots also believed that Government had 
ordered no more indigo to ue sown, and were thunderstruck when I told them 

that 
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that Government had given them no such orders, and that they were bound to 
act up to their engagements with the planters. (It is very plain that some evil- 
disposed persons have been going about spreading the report that Government 
order no more indigo tx) be sown.) When talking to the ryots, and asking how 
much land they held, and how much of it was sown in indigo, one man said 
lie held 16 begahs, and 12 were sown in indigo. On questioning this man 
later in the day, in the presence of the planter, lie said he had 25 begahs, and 
out of it five were sown in indigo. By the planter’s books it appeared he held 
.32 beegalis, not 25. 

6. The morning grievances of the ryots wore mucli altered when speaking 
before the planter, who had his papers ready to show the (juantity of land held 
by eacli ryot. Another ryot, an old man, who had begged me to shoot him in 
the morning, as he could not live any longer on account of the opjircssioii of the 
planter, on being cross-questioned by tlui planter and myself, allowed tliat he 
had formerly sown three beegahs annually with indigo, and, on petitioning Mr. 
Fender, his indigo cultivation had been reduced to two beegahs; and that 
he now held the jote of another man, by which he was bound to grow five boegabs 
in indigo, but he had never gone to Mr. Ferrier to ask him to reduce tiie five 
beegahs to four or three ; another grievance was, that Mr. Ferrier made the ryots 
hedge olf the indigo lands where it bordered on pasture lands ; this had been 
done, the man said, for the last three years. 

7. There are four villages, lieloiiging to Baboo Ramrutton Roy, in which 
indigo is grown. About 60 of the ryots came witii the Baboo’s man, to complain 
of the oppression of the planter. Many complained that they lield no land, and 
the ameeii of the factory was in the habit of trying to make them take advances, 
and placing poadahs over them, to oppress tlnun. They liad never gone to the 
factory to complain. Anotlicr man’s complaint was, that h(‘ liad been ordered 
by thf* amceii to sow 1 0 cottalis more than Ids engagement. He had never com- 
plained to the sahib of the ameen’s conduct. 

8. I was encamped close to these four villages in Janiiarv last, and not a single 
word of complaint was made to me against the planter, or his peoj)le. 

1). I have returned to Pubiiah for the quarterly kist day, and shall leave to- 
morrow niglit for the Mofussil, to try and keep the district quiet. II tlie 
commanding officer of the police battalion could send me 50 more sepoys, I 
think it would he verv advisable to let me have them; not that I think the ryots 
will rise at present, but that, hcariug of the disturbances in JNIuddea, they may 
rise also. 


From A R. Youns;, Esq., Secretary to the Goveniineiit of Bengal, to tie 
Commissioner of Rajshahye (No. 1568), dated the 0th Aprd 1860. 


1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 646, dated the 
2d instant, and, in reply, to state that the Lieutenant Governor approves of your 
instructions to the commandant of the 2d Bengal police battali^, to increase 
the strength of the detachment in 1 lie Pubna district to 150 men. You are already 
aware that more men are available in your division from Captain Pughe s bat- 
talion, if required. 

2. With reference to the officiating magistrate of Pubnah’s letter, No. 144, of 
which a copy is annexed to yours now under acknowledgment, I am directed to 
observe, that it will be proper for vod to direct Mr. Muspratt, when ryots com- 
plain of being “compelled” to cultivate more land with indigo than they are 
“ allowed ” to cultivate with rice, to explain to them carejully that no one has 
lawful power to compel them to cultivate indigo, or anything else, unless ot their 
own free will they agree to do so ; hut that, it they have agreed to do so this 
year, and have received any cash advance in consideration of such agreement, 
unless they fulfil those agreements they will be liable to pay heavy damages, or 
to be imprisoned. They must, therefore, fulfil their agreements. 

7 a. ’ P P 3 
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3. The Lieutenant Governor reorets the arrest made by Mr. Mnspratt, as re- 
ported by him in ])ara. 3 of Ids letter. Mr. Mnspratt was holding no court at 
the time, and the arr(‘st for ‘‘ contempt of court*’ was therefore unwarranted and 
absurd. It is not the way, in reasoning with people, when you wish to induce 
them to {‘xplain the real state of their minds, to ])ut them in gaol, wlnu) they 
can’t lie convinced. Mr. Miispratt’s conduct to a man, who had actually done 
iiotliiiig wrong, w'as arbitrary and irritating, and the man should be immediately 
released fi’oin custody. 

4. ddie story told hv Mr. Mas])ratt, in para. 6 of his letter, of a ryot peiition- 
ing to be allo\\e(l by the indigo plaiit(>r to cultivate a smaller proportion of liis 
land vith indigo than formerly, is not so narrated as to give the impression 
that either th(‘ ryot, the planter, or the magistrate was aware that ryots arc, in 
the theory ol the law, free agents. 


From F. Gouldsbarii, FLq., Commissioner of Circuit for the Division of 

Kajshaliye, to the Seercjtary to the Government of Bengal (No. 500), dated 

Rajslialiye, the (Jth April 1800. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to annex, for the information of the Honourable the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, a copy of ^\y. M\i>|)ratt’s last Weekly Report, showing the 
stat(i ot matters in the Puhna district. 

2. l''\ erythiiig continues quiet in Moor^icdahad, Hajshahye, ami (as far as I 
am iiifjrnitHl) Afalda; but until Mr. Tayler takes charge of the latter district 
(whicli he is now on his vvav to do), ] cannot expect to receive regular reports 
of the magistrate’s proceedings, as my l(‘tter of yesterday will have informed you. 

3. A j)arty of 3(3 sowars, from Captain Adlmn’s regiment, arrived here yester- 
day ; hut 1 have received ifo instructions resi)ecting them. 


Fikst Weekly Hei’Out of the Stat(‘ ol’ the Tndigo Districts in Zillali Pubua, lor the 

Week ending 31 Mareh 1800. 

Paikpaiia Lonccrii, in l^ergnniiali ( liatia^an, jK'rtalning toMeetan fact )iy, is situated in 
the Ihilma dl.'-li’lrl ; all th(‘ (»th(*r \illages pertaining the coni'erii lie in I lie Niuhlea dis- 
trict. ThiH'e of the vi]lager> of ('hate(‘an petitioned that the factory jieople liad collected 
a ]);md of men, and w('rc going to sow indigo on tlu'ir hind hy lorci*. The jioliee went, to 
tlie spot, and reported that there was no l)and of men (‘olleeted. T visited this village on 
the 20l[h ; 1 found the rvots weri‘ di‘lerniined not to sow indigo. I c'vjdained to tlieni the 
lolly of pursuing a eonrs.e, and that, they would tlierehy render iheinselves amenable 
to law. and that theie would shortly he a law to puni>li them severely, if they had taken 
advanei's and ndused to sow. One man 1 arresti'd lor contempt ot court and uttering 
threatening language against the ( lovernment, likely to lead to a smioua hreacli of the peace. 
Since then, Mr. Parke r, the manager of the factory, and the ryots have e.ome to me. The 
ryotft ha\e begged Mi’. Parker to Jet bygones be bygones, and have promised to sow after 
the lii^t shower of rain. 

The villagers, when returning liome, were heard by the Mcer])oro people to say, that 
they would sow, and would not join (he disalfected ryots in Nuddeii. 

Mcerpore Concern. — All (piiet ; the ryols say, they will sow alter the first rain. The 
ryots at lii’st came, and complained against the j)lant(;r, and said that (iovernment had 
ordered indigo 114 )t to he grown. 1 cAjdained to lliem that Government had given no such 
order. The lyots of i’onr villages in the zeiniiidarcc of Baboo Kamrutton Roy complained 
that ibey were made to grow more indigo than they engaged for. I am having the indigo 
lands of one village measured to see if there is any truth in their complaint. 

Mr. 1 ripp rcjiorted that the r}ots of Parsetley and Ghazocjiore factories, belonging to 
the Baniundee Chmeern, aje likely to rise. 1 visited two villages belonging to the former 
factory. Ihe ryots made no complaints, and said they would sow after the first shower of 
ra,in. . 

First Grade Darogah, Dcrrtsiit Oolla, visited the Gazeepore villages, and reports that, in 
a(‘x!ordanee with my orders, lie explained to the ryots that they w ere bound to act up to 
the engagements and that he found the ryols peaceably disposed, and not likely to join the 
iiisaffected in Nuddea. 

All 
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All the other concerns in the districf nro T 1 

The first shower of rain will show whether tlie rvota • 

not; but, at tlie same time, I have reason to think that all t[ cifta^ieiiients or 

going on in the Nmhlea and Jessore .list I t" a3 , W n T'" "''"t 

Wages in tl.e former distriefc be ont , low . W ■?, F''^<’'*Oawle.s nssen.- 

distviet will remain undistiirhed. The measures I Im" mlm t "iT'’’’’ i ''"‘i 
and ryots together; to let the ryots state their !l l » l)een to bring planters 

plaints they had to make a<mi, i ^1^. iV? ulteranee to any eom- 

r““ 

lost, if some decisive measurcrar^not V«-<H l‘"'''^ T'"’ ^ 

ryots in the Nnddca district. ‘ ^ ga'l«erings of the 


the 


Fiom /I. Ji. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Renoal to 
Commissioner of Rajslialiye (No. l.'iso), dated the Ptli April 1800 
Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of yonr later. No. 500 dated fh,> 
Cth instant, and, with relereiiee to (he coneliidiiig para, thereof, to state 'that the 
party 0 30 sowars Iron, Adlan.'s Iloise, deiaclud to Run, pore Rauleu 
intended to he sent by you to any place where their 
likely to b(j useful. 


are 

jircsi'ucc^ seem 


laom if. A. Lvshimjtoji, Esq., Magistrate of Rajsliahye, to 
of Circuit, Ilajshahye Division (No. 153), dated Rajsliahye, 


1800. 


the Cornuiissioner 
the iioth March 


Sir, 

In reply to your letter, No. .517, of the ‘iOtii instant, 1 have the honour to 
inform you that since the receipt of that letter, I liuvo received no intelligence 
oUny further disturbances connected with the cultivation of indigo in tliis dis- 
trict. On the contrary, I am assured Irom various qiiaricrs, that the indigo 
sowings have licen completed peacefully, and that there is no anticipation of 
further riots ; 50 of the 2d Police Battalion are, Jiow, ver, at Nattore, nuder the 
orders of Mr. Metcalfe, the assistant in chargi', and 50 more start for Pootca 
this evening, under those of the Joint. Magistrate. Mr. Taylcr and 1 have every 
hope that this demonstration will tend mtirely to extinguish any latent incliiia- 
tion tliat may have existed to follow the example of the ryots in the neiadiour- 
ing districts, 


2. The notifications forwarded from (»overnmcnt have been proclaimed in all 
villages where discontent was suspected, and measures have been adopted for 
the immediate apprehension of certain ringleaders in the attack of Mr. Lyon’s 
factory, should they make their apiwarance in this district. 




(No. 562.) 

Copy forwarded to Go’:ernment in continuation of this Office Letter, No. 518, 

of the 26th ultimo. 


(No. 1616.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Governmenf of India in the Home 
Department, in continuation of this Office Letter, No. 1386, dated the 31st 
ultimo. 


72. 
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PAtoS 


From X XjwAiW^on, Esq^ M»^istfate of Rerfftljahye, to t^ !0bninBi8Biont!;r of 
. Circ!|iC,»ajfthanye Dividiijn (TJo. 168), dat^ RajAa^‘e,ii#l6'fe‘'Ajtrfl Isfib^. 

Sir, ■ . • ' 

In continuation of my report submitted v}a«l,:Weekfl- have the satisfaction of 
tiifi^ming you that those portions of this Aittriot whele thare .is iodi^fo cultiva- 
tion, have ititofei«d'|>erfectly quiet, and no awptomB^ 
hav^ ; a^ 1 understml| A Mt 

'they.^wSpKo^ulty'in their sb*ingif^ 1 iih iflVtto 

nw^tb j. antil'atialih ’* ^ ca 8 e,‘T'iitif , :ir]b|^.il^ OT the 


■■; 9 *^'Wifcb ,, . 

.r. ^ 


etiti^rouid f 


tor 
lat" 










n. , 'vj) , /.. v- 'I, ;. . , 


, ci^it,. %jsl|ah^ pi^aibn;' ^o.: j;«jl)j^'|^|,,^g^ye 1860 . - 

T^itb irafei'ance to your intimation that ><ii)Si( tot jtti* ptalifei jl^quillit^ of 
this district, tho services of the party of sotriu# that Beriuun- 

‘ pore ate not likely to be put into requisition, l;heg you that I have 

this day given Syud Tuckeer, ressejdai* in oommaftdi dircctiflfts lo proceed to 
Berhampore, and report himself to the adjutant of his regiment, at present 
quartered at the latter station. 


, ■ ; (No.'6»4.) ■' '-,' '. , ;■, ' '•', -y' " 

C6?it^ forwarded to the Secretaipr to thaPbvrimment of Bengal, with an 
intimation that Mr. Lushington has been direct^ to send the party of sowars 
oveplp Berhatapore, where the adjntant of their regitftent is at. present quartered. 


I n i l' ,' jiii j ' i.i m} ii 


• ■ ,... . :, , •.:,_ ■ y-r, ■ •■ 

Frb^ jI??/#''. jlfetilfeider, Esq* Ofiniatin^^^ Matislisdt'^'^S^^ to 

' the Obttimissioner trf the kajitiiji%a piviston; <]to.»-»68),^MjBerhBmpore, 
,th» loth April iseoy- y ■; 

' ■ I ti^VB'ihe honour’ yibu 'th^' t fa|driie®6|i®il^')^ W 'the' i 



SO the' 8 th 

Stp;ifi;hccprdarice 

}r’i' 7 "'T 5 ' 77 ^T’ 5 " 'i j 

went on.;|o,p}iOgvi 5 aBg^^,'f^ I.stay,sd -^ht^^yafi^l^jppil^^ 
to Ackr%uh^, from v»hssti^'.ji®fa 4 rtrito«i|d,;ifi^s^''.%^ 

Sf'^idt. Robinsod. . 

l 8 ik£'iia'"^i cd^lriutilwiid^a ;^th#!h|||d«iyp^ 4 M''n(^.# 1 o l|e spwtng 

.^stirred ^ 


m 


of 


. itO I 

stid. 





INDIGO CULTIVATION IN BENGAL. 


305 


(No. 1785.) 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, in the Home 
Department. 


From F, Gouldsbury, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Rajshahye Division, to 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. COO-J), dated on the River, 
16 April 1860. 


Sir, 

In continuation of my letter, No. 546, dated the 2d instant, I have the honour 
to repoit, for the information of the Lieutenant Governor, that finding on my 
arrival at Auningabad (m Saturday last, that Mr. Furrell and Captain Piighe 
were at Dhoolian (about 10 inih's liigln'r up the river), 1 proeei ded to the latter 
place, where I met those officers, and found that all was perfectly quiet in the 
neighbourhood. 

Mr. Farrell informed me that some of Mr. Lyon’s ryots at lJunyagaon liad 
commeiieed sowing their indigo lands, but that none of thos(‘ in the y\nrungabad 
concern had shown any disposition to do so; indeeil, so far from such being the 
case, a large body of them had come into Mr. Furrelfs camp a low days pre- 
viously, and deposited tlnur ploughs, of which 1 observed a heap in troiu ot the 
tents. Notwithstanding this, however, no eases had been instituted under the 
new Act, for breach of contract, wliich Mr. Furrell attrihuted to the fact ()f no 
cash advances having been made in that eoneerii, in which the planter is also 
the zemindar. The ryots seem fully to understand the provisions of tlie Bill, 
and say that all who have taken advances vvill sow, and the rest will do as they 
like. 


3. I (lid not see Mr. Wood, who had gone into Jlajinalial, hut from what Mr. 
Furrell told me, he appears to be getting on well with the investigation of the 
Bunyagaoii case, in wliich about 35 of the principal rioters have been appre- 
hended. Mr. Wood’s inquiries into this case, and the one at the Ankoora iactoiy, 
will no doubt elicit the true causes of the disaifectioii among the ryots in this 
quarter, who liave been long known as a turbulent set of p(‘oplc. It seems to 
be universally admitted that the oppressive conduct of the gomashta ot the 
Ankoora factory, Mcer Tufiizzool Hoosein, was the immediate exciting cause ot 
the late disturbances, which would not have rcaelud tlm height they did laid 
prompt and effectual inc^asurcs had been taken l(;r tlieir suppression by the 
magisterial aiuhorilies at Moorshedabad. 

4 The existing trauquillity is no doul)t attributable chiefly to the presence of 
the military police, as well as to the absence of any cause ot excitement, but 
until the principals in the attack on the B.myagaon iaclory are punisbcd, and 
the alleged grievances of the ryots are miiuired mto, amt redicsscd as lar as 
circumstaiicS will admit, I do not expect that the rpuetude will be permanent , 
on tills account, I would not advise the withdravya ot the military police foi 
some time to come, thougli I think the strength ot the force might, without iisk, 

be reduced. 


From A. W. Bainbridge, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of ^ f 

Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated 11 April 1800. 

I HAVE the honour to repori that Mr. Deputy Magistrate 
the case at Neschindepore has just come in. llie not appears o 
serious, and he appears to have carried forbearance much too 
police battalion were severely wounded, their bodies not recov , 
other persons wounded. Mr. Lingham also has been maltre^ed. • 

just leW I will send his report as soon as it is copied. The whole^oMhc 

72 . ^ ^ 
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detachment here, 47 rank and file, will start to-night in fishing boats^ and ought 
to arrive in a day and a half. 

I shall precede them, us before reported, and shall probably write to Furreed- 
pore for a wing of the Kamroop Regiment. 


From Cr. Z. HarriSy Esq., Assistant Magistrate in ('harge, toA.IL Young y Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 190), dated Pubna, 
12 April 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to enclose, as instructed by Mr. A. J. R. Bainbridge, a copy 
of the letter received yesterday from Mr. £. T. Linghaiii, deputy magistrate of 
Comercolly. 

I have also to observe, that Mr. A. J. R. Bainbridge, upon its receipt, despatched 
an express to Furreedpore for 200 men of the Kamroop Regiment to be sent 
at once to the scene of the affray. 


From ZJ. Linghanty Esep, Deputy Magistrate of Commercolly, to //. Mu^ 

pratty Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Pnbna, dated Neschinrfepore, 10 April 

1860. 

Sir, 

I BI.G to lay the following report of a serious affray, which hjis this day 
occurred, before you. 

In obedience to your instruction, contained in letter, dated 7th April, I pi’io* 
ceeded at midnight of the 7th instant, with 24 of the military police, which you 
directed should accompany me. 

Ouing to adverse winds, wc did not reach Neschiiidepore until the evening of 
he 9th. 

On tfic morning of the 10th, I ( rossed the ineii (30 in number], and taking 
their baggage with us, with the intention of proceeding, after the investigation 
of the Jungul cases, to Beluabaria, at which place also the ryots seemed to be 
collecting, I directed them to march to Jungul, about four miles distant. In 
order to avoid any appearance of force, I left the police on their march, and took 
with me my iiazir and four burkundauzes to take evidence in the eases. On 
arriving within a mile of the village, Mr. Durand rode up to me to say the riazir 
had entreated him to intimate that he and his burkundauzes had been set upon ; 
at the same time directing my attention to a small army of lateeals, which was 
assembled about half a mile without the village, on a rising ground. 1 imme- 
diately rude to the assembled men with the intention of coritemng with them ; 
but as they made off 1 reipicsted Mr. Durand to assist me in covering my bur- 
kundauzes (we were liotli on horseback), and if possible to apprehend with me a 
few of the riotei-s ibr evidence sake. 1 found the huts full of armed men, and 
they were endeavouring to carry off‘my police burkundauzes. 

2. Thinking that a little show of force would intimidate the rioters, I rode off 
to bring up ilic military police, who were, with their baggage, more than tw^o 
miles in the nar. I divided them, and sent a party of 10, with a naik, to the 
right, another to the left, to keep outside the village and prevent the escape of 
any armed men, giving them strict injunction not to use unnecessary force. I 
took with me eight men, and went up to my burkundauzes, and without violence, 
to seize a few ringleaders of the riot. 

3. 1 then found a large body of above 1,200 men armed with spears, swords, 
bamboos, and shields, drawn up in a threatening attitude. They began to attack 
my men, and I, observing they were really determined to set upon them, with tlbe 
litn.ost anxiety not to shed blood, directed the men to fall back. But they were 
excited, aa the weapons of war and all wci'e flying about m in all directions ; I 
heard a shot fired. Mr. Durand was far from village, as I bad mjueaied 
him not to aecoDipaity me* I sent fnr him, and entreated Irvm to pirerentt afiiy 

firing 
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6Ting whilst I got flie men together, for, although they were atlackiug the 
military police, I was most anxious not to use force. The men, losing all obe- 
dience, began to return the spears and clods with fire. In this state it was im- 
possible to control them ; hence I ordered an instant retreat, using, as I cannot 
too frequently impress upon you, all my power to prevent bloodshed. Seeing us 
falling back, the enemy (for I can call them by no other name) made a furious 
onset, flanking us, and throwing their spears, bamboos, clods, bones, and every- 
thing at the men within their reach ; we were injured, they had completely flanked 
us, and were drunk with excitement. Still I begged of the men not to return their 
attack. I endeavoured to present a front, and then fall back, but the iiieu were 
broken ; they kept up an irregular fire, and would not form. I endeavoured to par- 
ley with the opposite side, but they returned my entreaty with a shower of weapons. 

It was beyond human powder to stop the firing, which was however ineffectual, 

and I was in front the whole time turning their muskets in the air, or taking the 

caps off the nipples just as they presented, or standing before their muskets as 

they were about to fire, at the same time holding up my hand to the enemy as a 

sign of peace. We w^ere assailed with a perfect shower of spears, bones, &c. The 

men were upon me, the seapoys fairly retreated. I defended myself with a slight 

riding cane, and then dismounted to show the men I was determined to remain 

with them, On they came in hundreds, pelting and striking on all sides. I was 

knocked down, two sepoys also fell, and then the men fairly bolted ; alas ! they jungul affray, 

fairly bolted. My efforts to rally them and bring off the* wounded men were i860. 

unavailing ; I tried to go up to one myself, but was surrounded and ill-treated ; 

I then thought to follow up my rcti eating men, but was overpowered, and fell to 
the ground. One man, more excited than the rest, lifted his tulwar to make a 
blow at my head whilst I was down, but providentially (as I am told) a sepoy 
came up with his drawn sword and helped me. 

4. After this I have no recollection of what happened. I am informed, that the 
sepoys seeing me fall, rallied and fired ; but be all this as it may, lam happy to 
state, that I did not notice one man on the opposite side fall. But I am grieved 
to add, that the two poor sepoys were speared and rifled, and that two other men, 
including a village chowkeedar, are severely wounded. 

5. Let me entreat of you, sir, to bear in mind my unremitting efforts 
throughout this affray, to prevent the shedding of blood. I find, however, that 
Ramrutton and others had assembled men at Jungul as soon as he heard you had 
written for me to go to the spot. 

G. It is my belief that the powerful zemindars ar(3 taking advantage of the 
existing indigo disturbances, to vent ihcir spleen on those with whom they have 
previously disputed either at law or otherwise. 

7. Seven prisoners are with me. 

8. I would feci obliged by your coming dcun to this quarter to investigate this 
affray. I am just off to Nartia, of the Nowbatta concern, where I intend to 
remain with the men. I have directed some civil police to come from Klioksa 
and Pangsa Tliannas, and would merely mention to you, sir, that dependence is 
not to be placed on these military irregulars. We must eitl;er be content to 
permit the assemblage of large bodies of zemindars’ latecls on the face of the 
country, or be supplied vith European troops to deffnd our persons and 

authority. 


From A. W. Bainbridge, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, to R. Young, 
Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated 13 April 1860, 

I H^IvB the honour to inform you that I arrived here with 417 sepoys, in fast 

flailineboats, on the evening of the 12 th. , , * , , v 

I found the villages in which the riot occurred deserted, and the police in 

**°There is no present probability of further disturbance. 

The ryots in the neighbouring concerns of Messrs, Savi and Kenny are 

73 . 



3o8 papers relating TO 

One of the wounded sepoys, and the body of a villager, said to have died front 
a musket shot received in the riot, were recovered yesterday. 

The sepoy is not dangerously hurt, and the wounded peada will recover. 

No trace of the other sepoy is forthcoming ; there is little doubt he is dead, and 
his corps made away with. 

I have offered 200 rupees reward for certain information of his fate. 

The ease is in a fair way to be proved clearly against tlie principals, some chow- 
dari of Balcakundee and a gomaslita of Ramrutton Roy, of Narail, but they are 
not yet in custody ; no steps were taken or evidence recorded before my arrival. 

The riot at present appears to have been premeditated, and entirely unprovoked. 
I am inclined to attribute it partly to old hostility on the part of the principals, and 
partly to the present dissatisfaction regarding indigo. 

Mr. Lingliam thinks Ramrutton ’s amlah have special ill-feeling towards himself 
for past official conduct. There is every reason to believe that Mr, Lingham’s 
life was saved by the Sikli liavildar. 

I think the results of his expedition rather owing to his mistaken reluctance to 
allow the sepoys to use their weapons than to cowardice on their part. 

Before leaving Puhna I sent a pressing requisition to Captain Drew for 200 
men of the Kamroop Regiment to be inarched forthwith to Balcakundee, about 
six miles from this ; I expect them to-morrow, and propose keeping 100 of them 
here until after the sowings. The only other places where affairs look threatening 
are Belnaherry, wIktc Mr. Imbert reports that the ryots are breaking his indigo 
and maltreating his servants, and Ghazipore, in the Mcerpore concern. 

I have sent Mr. Linghamwith 50 men and the Sub-Lieutenant to Belnaherry; 
this large force was necessary, as the poor fellow has lost all confidence and would 
not go without, which it was essential he should do, as rain fell this evening. 

1 have written to Mr. Harris to go to Gliazipore with 15 men, who are in 
Puhna, and remain there until after the howings ; both will send for the ryots and 
exj)Iain tlie object of Government and the provisions of the Act, which I have had 
clearly drawn up. 

If things are settled at Belnaherry, Mr. langliam will return and remain in 
charge of the Kamroops here until after the sow ings. 

1 ])rop()se remaining untif the chief rioters are in custody. 

I have sent for Hamruttun’s head servant in llioso parts, and wdien he comes 
shall take measures which will speedily secure the atreiidatice of his gomashta; 
the ethers I must arrest, as I can carry force, if necessary, when I have ascer- 
tained where they are. 

'I he other 100 of the Kamroops who will not be wanted will return to Fur- 
reedpoie. 


From Major T, Rattray, Inspector of Military Police Battalions in Bengal, to 
A. R. Yownj, Es»]., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William 
(No. 244), dated Harrackpore, 17 April 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward for the information of the Lieutenant Governor, 
copy of letter No. 115, dated 15th instant, from Lieutenant Reeves, commanding 
2(1 Battalion Bengal Police, together with copy of translation of report from 
Havildar Sceboo Khan, commanding a detachment in the Pubnah district, from 
wliicli it appears that the detachment had been compelled to retire before a mob 
of hall-armed villagers. 

2. From the 2d para, of Lieutenant Reeves’ letter, it appears that the detach- 
ment did not number more than 20 men, but even this number, small as it was, 
ought never to have retired. I can scarcely believe that any magistrate would 
have orden d the men to run away ratlier than stand on the defence, how’ever 
such is deliberately stated by the lialvidar, but I must refrain from making any 
further remarks on the subject until I hear something more definite. As I con- 
clude, the magistrate lias reported the matter to the Government, I have the 
honour to request that I be furnished with a copy of it. 


.From 
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From Lieutenant G. J. Reeves, Commanding 2d Bengal Police Battalion, to 

Major T. Rattray, Inspector Military Police Battalions, Lower Provinces 

(No. 115), dated Rampore Beauleah, 15 April 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith translation of a letter from Huvildar 
Seebo Khan, commanding detachment in the Pubna district, to Snb-Lientenarit 
Issurec Sing, and sent on to me in original, detailing aii affair in which the ha- 
vildar and his party were apparently worsted by a liody of rioters on the 10th 
instant. 

2. This is but an exparte statement, but should the magistrate have really 
given the order not to stand on the defence, but ran away, such alone is quite 
sufficient to have caused the disgraceful termination ; again, the latter proceeds 
in charge of a small party of about 20 men, and instead of keeping them to- 
gether at the comincnceincnt, breaks up his already (lisi)ro[)ortinnate force into 
small parties; they arc immediately surrounded, and have to rejoin each other 
in the midst of a tumultuous mob; thus confusion must have reigned from the 
very beginning. 

3 , It is difficult to understand how after capturing seven of the rioters, and 
being able to keep possession of them, the party should still have been obliged 
to retire. 


Translation of an Extract of a Letter from llavildar Sheehlio Khan, Commatuling 

Detjudiment 2d Bengal Poliee Battalion, in the Pul)na District, to Sub-Lieutenant 

Issurec Sing. 

Extuac’T. — At 3 j). in. the next day wiMiiai'chcd again, and arrived in the evening at 
Ncesanporc Factory, where we remained all night. In tlic morning, agreeably to the 
orders of tlic magistrate accom[)anying us, we got ready, and marched to a village, called 
“ Pceraree.” When wo arrived there, the magistrate dividea ns into three parties, sending 
one to the east of the village, another to the west, and marching in the village himself 
with tlic remainder. We were almost immediately surrounded by about 2,000 men, 
armed with spears, hows, and arrows, and latees; they came on, and wounded the magis- 
trate’s liorse witli a spear ; that officer tell otf‘, and the party having rejoined, by order of 
the Ijavihlar, commerieed firing; on this the magistrate said, ‘‘ It you fire, I will have you 
punished;” what could we then do? 

In this way the rioters came down upon us; the Saliih then said, Don’t fire, but run 
away we did so, and during this time Sepoys Sentuhnl of the 8th Company, and Peer 
Mahomined, of the 7th Company, wore wounded, and fell, and were seized by the vil- 
lagers; it is not known if they arc killed or not. When we got outside the village, the 
magistrate ordered ns to surround the place again. 

It is stated that the rioters were men IVom 52 villages; one man was eonspieuoiis 
ainomrst them, from which direction there was some firing ; lie and^ others^ surrounded the 
Saheb and the havildar seeing this, ordered the men to fire; on this the rioters ran away, 
and we captured seven of them ; we then, with the Sahib, returned to the factory. 

The Saliih gave us no warning of being thus employed, and we were taken (juite 


unawares. 1 i a 1 

The above ocenrrence took place on Tuesday the lOtn.^ 
Reported for the information of the Commanding Officer by 
2(1 Bengal Police Battalion. 


Seehhoo Khan, liavlldar 


This translation is given as it is in the iirzee, in which the havildar writes of himself in 
the third person. 


From F. Gouldsbury, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Rajslia!>yc Division, to the 
Secretary to ttie Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. Oil), dated 
Rajshaliye, 18 April 1860. * 

On mV return here yesterday, I found Mr. Bainbridge’s letter, enclosing a copy 
of Mr Lingham’s report of the late disturbance at Jungul, m the Pubna district, 
72’ «<i3 
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a copy of which has been forwarded to Government by my uncovenanted 
assistant. 

2. I immediately sent instructions to Lieutenant Reeves, commanding the 
2d Police Battalion, to send off' the 100 men he had in readiness, and they left 
by water for Pnbna this morning. 

3. Under the discretion vested in me by the 2d para, of your letter, No. 
1251 of tlie 27th ultimo, I have sent off an express to Captain Pu^he, request- 
ing him to send over 200 men from Jnngilporc, to take the duties at this station, 
so as to admit of Lieutenant Reeves proceeding to Pubna with the remainder of 
his corps whicli will give from 400 to 500 men for that district. 

4. I beg to annex, for the Lieutenant (Governor’s information, copy of a further 
report from Mr. Lingliam, which I must say shows the affair at Jungul to have 
been most sadly mismanaged. The folly of separating a small detachment of 30 
men into three bodies, in the face of a mob of 1,200 rioters, is only equalled by that 
of restraining the men from acting on the offensive after they had been attacked. 
Had Mr. Lingham formed his men into a compact body, and called upon the 
rioters to disperse on pain of behig fired upon, the latter would, in all proba- 
bility, have been intimidated ; it was only when thev saw the sepoys scattered 
and disorganized, that tlicy took courage to attack them. The men were, no doubt 
to blame for firing without orders, but under the circumstances, 1 think that there 
was great excuse for them. 

5. Mr. Bainbridgo appears to have acted with due promptitude and energy 
in proceeding to the spot himself, uitli all tlie available men of the police bat- 
talion. There must, however, be some mistake in tlie number stated in his 
letter, as there were only 150 of the 3d Police Battalion in the Pubna district at 
the time. 

C. I would beg to suggest the expediency of Lieutenant Reeves being vested 
with Uie powers of a magistrate in the Pubna district, as has been done in the 
case of Captain Pug he, in Moorshedabad. 


From E, F, Lingham, Esq., Deputy Magistrate of Coornercolly, to the Commis- 
sioner of Rajshahye, dated off Nischindpore, 10 April 1860. 

Sir, 

It is my painful duty to report the following serious affray, attended with 
murder and wounding, which occurred this day at the village of Jungul. 

2. Jungul is a low village which has tor some time been in a disturbed state, 
there has been zemindaree disputes and indigo disputes with the Nischindepore 
concern, and the latter was forced to petition the Pubna Court for some sort of 
protection and investigation, 

3. At the direction of the magistrate, niy superior, I started on the 7th instant, 
with a small guard of military police, and on the morning of the lOth (this day) 
I went with my nazir and four peons fur the purpose of investigating the alleged 
outrages at .Jungul, leaving the guard more than two miles in my rear, in order 
to avoid any exhibition of force which might induce the people to misinterpret 
the object of Government in supplying such guards. 

4. Near the entrance of the village,! found a large body of armed men drawn 
up, and endeavouring to seize my nazir and burkundauzes. I rode up to cover 
my peons and endeavour to apprehend a few of the rioters for evidence sake. I 
did seize in all six men, and leaving them with the nazir outside the village, at 
the same time requesting Mr. Durand to remain with them, I myself rode quite 
into the village to explain the object of my visit, holding up my hand as a sign 
of peace. They received my advances with a shower of clods and bamboos. 
On this I returned and took with me Mr. Durand and the nazir to aid in pre- 
venting the rioters joining another body which was collected on a rising ground. 
They began attacking the peadas and us ; I thought if we endeavoured to run 
they would immediately pour out and overwhelm us, for they seemed determined 
to listen to no counsel. 


6* I then 
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8. 1 then rode clown to bring up the guard to intimidate the opposite side, 
bring off my people, and if possible to sdze without much violence some of the 
leaciing rioters. 

6. I have given a full account of the events to the magistrate of Pubna; 
suffice it to say, sir, that the sepoys proved unmanageable. The lateeals, who 
numbered far above 1,200, sent their weapons at us from all directions, one of 
the pcadas bad been severely wounded ; 1 had requested Mr. Durand to leave 
me ; I walked my horse up towards the men, but received the same salutation as 
before, the sepoys then began returning tlieir attack with fire. I sent for Mr. 
Durand and begged him “for God’s sake” to help in preventing the men 
firing ; the men were not regularly disciplined ; seeing this, and that the enemy 
were resolved to attack us, I ordered a retreat, being extremely anxious to prevent 
the shedding- of blood. Observing we were falling back they came on with a 
yell, literally showering their weapons at us, spears, l)aml)oo(#, bones, clods, 
harpoons, and everything within reach. 1 once more fried to pacify them, but 
was surrounded and obliged to rejoin my retreating men. I dismounted, and 
was in front of my men the whohi time doing all in my power (even taking the 
c^s off the nipples as they presented) to prevent tiring. The men were broken ; 
one fell and was instantly despatched ; another and I endeavoured to rally the 
men and bring off the wounded with a rush, but they would not show a front. 
I myself then fell, overwhelmed vvitli heavy blows, and just as one more excited 
than the rest was making a cut at my neck with his tnlwar (whilst I was down), 
one or two soldiers rescued me ; still did I entreat them not to fire. 


7. 'We managed to retreat and save the b.iggage, but I am grieved to say that 
two sepoys fell into the hands of the enemy, and a pcada and village chowkeedar 
were wounded. Happy am I to add tlxat not a single man on the other side was 
seen to fall. I brought off seven prisoners, but lost rny horse and other things. 
The men it appears were eiigaged to oppose me ; they were the bndmaslies ol 
seven villages, and had been ready for several days. 


8. Permit me to add that dependence is not to be placed upon these military 
irrei’ulars: the men with me were lost lo control; they fairly ran away when 
oiieliad fallen. We must cither allow the assemblage of armed men over the 
face of the country, or be supplieil with Europeans (who will reserve their fare 
until tlie word of command is given, and fall back in order), that our persons and 
authority may be protected. 


From A. R. Younsi, Esn., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to F. Govlds- 
hury. Esq., Commissioner of Pubna (No, 1847), dated 21 April 1860. 

I directed to acknowledge tl.c receipt of your letter, dated the I8tli 

1.““^ Ta'-iolh "1 

ktols A c»l>y of Mr. Lingham’s report of tlio oceurrraee has also beou 
“ i tL iL assslant io charge of the Pubna magtstuttes office. ^ 

o 'The T icutenant Governor very much regrets the occuirence of this disturb 
. ft,! ntTe so that the unfortunate result of it was, by his own showing, 
Xliy attributable to the deplorably bad management of the deputy magistrate, 

Sfe Linglram. 

Thit tLre is no room to hope that the life of the trtber, as wen » 

h^rbem Jrificed by Mr. Ungham’s ««eless conduct 

4 I£ “ a small army of lateeals amounting to 1 ,200 men 

•k. 
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of war were flying about in all directions did not constitute a case for military 
action by a small party of 24 military police, it is inconceivable with what object 
Mr. Lingham could have taken the party with him. In not dispersing the armed 
rioters by the fire of the detachment after all milder measures had been found 
ineftectual, and alter the rioters had actually attacked the police, the deputy 
magistrate failed in his duty to Government ; and in ordering his party to retreat 
before the assailants, lie ran the greatest risk of sacrificing the lives of all his 
men, and of giving rise to an extensive disturbance. It is providential that the 
result was not more distressing than it has been. 

6, Whilst the Lieutenant Goveinor imputes nothing to Mr. Lingham in 
respect of his conduct on this occasion, beyond such extreme incompetence as an 
officer of police as must for ever prevent his being again employed in such a 
capacity, he feels it necessary to express his strong displeasure at the remarks on 
the behaviour of the military police, thus unworthily handled as they have been, 
which, notwithstanding his exposure of liis own mismanagement, Mr. Lingham, 
has not liesitatcd to make. 

6. It appears that notwithstanding the feelings which the men cannot but have 
experienced under such guidance, Mr. Lingham’s life was gallantly saved by the 
havildar of tlie party, after the retreat he had ordered had commenced ; and the 
seven ])risoners taken were retaiiu'd by the men, and marched oH‘ with them. 
The small detachment ot 24 men had been, divided into three parties, 
which were apparently at one time widely separated; and the men were 
prevented by Mr. Lingham from defending themse lves in any rational manner. 
The imputations cast upon them by Mr. Lingham in the last ])aragraph of his 
report are entirely worthless ; and this opinion will be conveyed to Major Rattray 
in transmitting a co])y of your letter under reply, and of Mr. Liiigham’s report, 
to that officer. 

7. Mr. Lingham is now deprived permanently of all police powers, and he will 
in future only be employed in tiie trial of petty criminal and revenue cases. He 
may be directed to proceovl at oucc to the Sadder Station of Jeljanabad, to vsliich 
he was appointed on the 27th ultimo. 


(No. 1849.) 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of Patna for information and guidance. 


(No. 1848.) 

Copy of this letter and of the one to which it is a reply, forwarded for the in- 
formation of the inspector of police battalions, with reference to his letter No. 
244, dated the 17th instant. 


From F, Gouldsbury, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 613), dated 
Rajshahye, 19 April 1860. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letier, No. 611 of yesterday’s date, I have the honour 
to forward for the Lieutenant Governor’s information, copies of two reports 
received this morning from Mr. Bainbridge, the intelligence conveyed in which 
is satisfactory. 

2. The rioters appear to have suffered rather severely from the fire of. the 
military police, one having been killed and eight wounded. This is probably 
what saved the party from total destruction, which might have been the con- 
sequence of retreating before an armed infuriated mob, and at the same time 
preventing the military from using their arms in self-defence. 

3. It 
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uppeaw to ht^Snla^B Ramtutton Roy, ^ho 

of minor rtoiem I have infonn£ MrB^brid«?« *5hJ/ ;*** a number 

oanctiou any rewards that he may wnsidS aJSLw;*/ 5* ‘o 

parties fengafed in this outrage. ... ^ •‘‘Usable to offer for any of the 

parts of the >“ southern 

extra deputy mi^itrates with full ri?* ^ the expediency of two 

to that «ct If a teSi^Il aS” ? I>o««T>!erbelPg attached 

the new Act* Mr. Harris wii7 be nar^'n ok^ P^^^iwohs of 

doti’SwiS Era Srte'^ra 


From X. A. Batnbrid^e, Esq., Officiating Magistrate to the Commissioner of 
Hajshahye, dated 14 April i860. 

Sir, 

I havb the honour to inform you that I reached this on the ertninir of tlie 
12th) with 47 sepoys, in fast fishiuf^ boats. ^ 

I found the villages in which the riot occurred deserthd, and the police in 
possession. , r «-« 

There is uo present probability of further disturbance. The ryots in the 
neighbourhood are quiet. ‘ ^ 

One of the sepoys, and the body of a villager said to have been shot in the riot, 
were recovered on the 12th. The sepoy is not dangsroustv hurt, and the 
wounded peada will also recover. 

No trace can be obtained of the other sepoy ; there is little doubt he was killed 
and his corme made away with. 

I have offered 200 rupees for certain information ; six villagers wounded with 
musket shots have been brought in to-day. 

The principals, the Balleakandy chowdries and a gomashta of Ramrutton Roy 
of Narail are not yet in custody, uo steps having been taken or evidence recorded 
before my arrival. 

The riot appears at present to have been premeditated and entirely unprovoked. 

I am incline to attribute it partly to the present disaffection with regard to 
indigo, but more to old hostility on the part of .the principles, and the lawless 
character of the villagers, who appear to be the trained late^k of this and the 
„lteighbouring distri^. 

Mr. Ldi^lmm thinks Ramrutton’s fservants have special animosity against him 
for past o^ial;<»cipdpot. . 

Th«w is «rt^ ;jreahou to believe that the.S«ikh havildar save^ Mir, Lingbam’s 
life t I shall report him particularly. 

1 am iniriiaed to think this unfortunate occurrence was rather the rariilt of Mr. 
LingH ai iy> *s to ai^ ti^ sepoys to use their weapons, than cowardice on 

thdr phrt j hd lAoWed gjwat fiUllw •; 

Wint PubUsTt wtOte for SOO men from Funreedpora to be marched up 
Bailfca^ v.fi" 

I pxp^ to 1011^ ^ tormoriroW, aui iihjEul keUp of them hear 

lia M t’.tfaiiik.'dle'.&nifohidriUioii;,'tt'ecessary. 

|opsrv.v.v . -f- ... 




thitowlffa' . WW: 

m xyoli 


coheerti. Who writos that 
idqglMjk^iihtB ; afto.at Ohaxipofe in 

qf this<yfefa 

the < 
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Govtjrnor and the provisions of the law read and clearly explained, specially 
pointing out the folly and guilt and consequences of taking the law into their 
own hands peiuling His Honor’s inquiries into the sj^stem. 

If matters are soon settled there, he uill return here and remain in charge of 
the Kamroops. 

I have written to ^Ir. Harris to go to Ghazipore and do the like; he will take 
with him 15 sepoys, and there arc 15 there already wiili the darogah. 

1 \^as (d)lige'l to send a large nunil)er with Mr. Jdngham, because he has quite 
lost all confidence and refused to go without ; he has l)cen severely maltreated 
and allowane ‘ must be made. 

[ sliall not leave this, unless compelled, until the ])riiicipa]8 are in custody. 

I have sent for Ramrutton Roy’s head servant, and when he comes will take 
measures which I trust will secure the presence of his gomashta and ryots. 

The ease is in a fair way to be pro\e(l against the eliowdries also. I liope to 
arrest iJicm as soon as the police discover their whereabouts. I shall use force 
if nece^SHry. 

I have sent copies of the new Act and the Goverument notification to all the 
thaiinalis with directions how to explain and where to publish them, only where 
misapprehension and confusion prevail; the police will report eacli publication. 
I have i:} sepoys with me. 

The other 100 of the Kamroops, if sent, will return to Fnrrecdpore, as I do not 
think they will be recpiiicd. 

It strike's me the police of this district are unusually bad and neglected. 

The punsa darogah whom I found engaged with the case is a ryot of 
Ramrutton ’s. 

I ordered tw'o.otliers down here before I left ; neither have arrived, and one 
turns out to be irnbecihu 

I have repeatedly sent for the kushtea darogali, also not yet arrived. 

The punda darogali, koksha iiaib darogah, and foiizdaree nazir, are ejigaged in 
arresting the defendants. 

Then^ an^ two lirst-rafe dar(gahs in Burrisaul, appointed by me; would it be 
objectiona()le to apply ibr their transfer. 

Mr. Lingham’s serishtadar, the only oinlah up to his work at present with me, 
also turns out to be a ryot of Ramrutton Baboo’s. 


From A. L, Bainbridge, Es(j., Officiating Magistrate, to the Commissioner of 
Rajsliahye, dated 15 April 18G0, 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report that the goinashta of Ramrutton Roy is in 
custody, with a number of minor rioters. 

Two other wounded men have been louiid ; Mr. Harris has forwarded a letter 
for Mr. Stephenson of Dobracole, of the 12th, to the effect that his ryots are 
wavering. 1 haye written to Mr. Harris to ride out at once, summon them 
togcthci’, and have tln^ law and intention of Government explained in his 
presence. Before my letter could arrive he had sent the depuly magistrate to 
Mcerpore, so that In* is still in the station himself. 

P.S.—l have wriitcii to Mr. Liiighum to ^ay he must remain for a day 
or two. 

Captain Drew and men from Fnrrecd])ore were reported close at hand j'ester- 
day morning. 1 shall ride over to him this morning at BaleeaconJee. 


From F. Goulc/sbury, Eskq., Commissioner of Circuit, Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 624), dated Rajshahye, 20 April 
1860. 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 613, of yesterday’^ date, I have the honour 
to report for the Lieutenant Governor’s information that a party of 80 of the 

Behalr 
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Behar Irregular Cavalry, under an European officer, have arrived here from 
Berhanipore, and will proceed this evening to Pubna. 

2 . Mr. Bainbridge reports all (]uiet in the neighbourhood of Nischindepore, 
but seems a[)prchensivo of disturbances at Meerpore, where, he states, ihc rvots 
were going about in gangs. 

The detachment of the Kamroop battalion had rcturiied to Furreedpore. 


(No. 1912). 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in the Home 
Department. 


From ui. 11. Youngs Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Rajshahye (No. 1936), dated 25 April 1860. 


Si r, 

I AM direc^ted to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, Nos. 611 and 613, 
dated tlie 18tli and 19th instant, enclosing copies of two reports from Mr. 
Bainbridge of the late disturhance at Jiingnl in the Puhna district, and of the 
state in which he found the villages on his arrival there. 

It is stated that there is no present probability of further disturbance, and 
that the ryots in the neighbourhood are quiet. Mr. Bainbridge also. reports that 
the goinashta of Baboo Ramrutton Roy, who appears to have been one of the 
principals in tlie riot, is in custody, together with a number of minor rioters. 

Great a’edit is du(i to Mr. Bainbridge for iho prompt and elfectivc action 
taken by him against tluj rioters. You will be so good as to convey to that 
gentleman tin' expression of llu' Lieutenant Governor’s appreciation of his 
exertions. 

Y^our recommendation for posling two extra deputy magistrates in Pubna, 
as a temporary arrangement for carrying out the provisions of th(^ new Act, is 
approved, and as soon as jx^ssible two competent officers will be sent on this 
sjjecial duty. 

Tli(‘ facutenant GovcTiior desires ini' to request that you will recall tlie sowars 
lately placed at your disjjo^al, and wliom you very liastily and injiulieiously, and 
not ([uite properly, sent back, without previous sanction ; you will^ order the 
men to proceed immediately to Pubna to act under the orders of Mr. Bain- 

bridge. • • 1 

Ijculeiiant lleeva^s has been vested, as recommended by yon, with magisterial 

powers, which he uill exercase witliiii the I ubmi district. 


— No. 26. — 

From A Grote, Flsq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to tl>c' Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. :5(5 Ct.), dated Alipore, 
10 February 1860. 

Q.* 

1 BEG to lav before Government the enclosed original correspondence between 
Mn Urinomand this office, and at the same time to explam my reasons for 

doing so. 

2 Mr H Mackenzie, of Jiugcrgatchah addressed me on the 14th Octol)cr 

last' complaining of the mischief wliich had been done m his mdigo villages by 
Baboo Hemchunder Kur’s perwanah to the police, which is the subject ol 
Mr Lar“ our’, letter. In rep^y. 1 referred him in the fint P ““ »; 

trate of Baraset but as there were among the enclosures ot Mr Mackenzie 
Ster ceS papers which led me to doubt the propriety of the deputy magis- 

l a. the toe time eaUed on Mr. Ward W send me. copy ef 

72. 


From Mr. Lar- 
mour, dated 28lh 
January i860. 
From Commis- 
sioner, No. 20 Ct., 
dated 2d Februan 
i860. 

From Mr.Larmour; 
dated 4th Februar) 
i860. 



Prom Magistrate, 
No. 315, dated 
30 lh December 

1859. 

From Commis- 
•ioner, No. 2 Ct., 
dated 3d January 

1860. 
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the instructions which Mr. Eden had issued to the Baboo, and other informa- 
tion. 

3. Mr. Ward did not comply with this call till the 6th ultimo, and his report 
did not reach the office till after I had rejoined it on the 10th idem. 

4. Meanwhile the magistrate of Nuddea had reported (20th December) the 
prevalence of a rumour iu the south-east part of his districr, that Government 
was opposed to the cultivation of indigo, and submitted for Mr. Reid s sanction a 
proposal to issue an order which should have the effect of counteracting it; Mr. 
Reid replied, admitting that some such step might be necessary, but requesting 
that it should not he taken till after he had visited the locality, which he expected 
to do in a few days. I submit this correspondence, in original, for his Honor the 
Lieutenant Governors perusal. 

5. On relinquishing cliarge of this office, Mr. Reid put on record the following 
note, which left the case for my disposal. 

“There is a letter in this bundle from the magistrate of Nuddea (No. 315 of 
20th December), which requires further orders, but I postponed passing any 
until I had visited the part of the country referred to, and had received a reply 
to the Baraset magistrate’s letter about Mr. Mackenzie’s complaint. The latter 
has not yet been received, although twice takceded for. The opposition to the 
sowing of indigo in the southern part of the Mulnath concern, in the villages of 
Foolsurra, appears to liave jiartly originated from a quarrel between the factory 
and one of the Ranagliat zemindars; but it is also, I think, partly owing to the 
dissemination of the orders passed by the deputy magistrate of Kallarooah to his 
darogahs. The opposition in the Baraset distinct appears to be attributable to 
the latter cause only. I think the issue by the deputy magistrate of the orders 
referred to was injudicious, and that some steps should he taken to remedy the 
evil which has occurred; but, in the issue of any counter-orders on the subject, 
great cave must be taken that they do not go too far in the opposite direction. 
I think some such order as that suggested by Mr. Drummond might be issued.*' 

6. I immediately wrote demi-officially, both to Mr, Reid and Mr. Drummond, 
and on receipt of their replies, which I have recorded, and after careful consi- 
deration of Mr. Ward’s report, I noted as follows on the 30th ultimo : — 

“ It appears to me after reading Mr. Reid’s and Mr. Drummond’s demi-offieial 
notes on this snbjec^t, that it is best to let it <lrop. I agree with the former tliat 
the deputy magistrate of Baraset acted very injudiciously, and I do not think 
Mr. Eden should have handed over the Government order, as lie did, to an 
officer but imperfectly acquainted with English. 

“ The deputy magistrate, I observe, says that his publication of the order in 
the thannalis was within Mr. Eden's cognizance.” 

7th. Mr. Larmour’s first letter came before me on the following day, and so 
did a communication from tlie joint magistrate of Jessore, from which I extract 
in the margin.* 

8th, It has been affirmed then, from three different quarters, that a rnisim- 
pression existed of the real purport of the Government orders, dated 21st July 
1859, No. 4516, and that this has caused an uneasy feeling in a part of the 
indigo districts. Under these circumstances, I consider it to be my duty to 
inform the Lieutenant Governor of all that has passed on the suliject, but 1 still 
hold to the opinion of my note of the 30th ultimo. I do not, in fact, see in what 
way an order could be worded that would be merely a corrective of the mischief 
done by the deputy magistrate’s injudicious perwanmiii. 

9. I have not yet received any report from the magistrate on the outrage on 
Mr. Campbell referred to in Mr. Larmour’s last letter. 


* A report has got about that the Lieutenant Governor during his visit to Nuddea District gave 
out that Indigo Planting was^eppressive and ryots were to be told that they were not in any manner 
bound to sow Indigo unless they pleased, even though they had taken advances or entered into con- 
tracts. Indigo Planters state that ryots are putting the must liberal construction on this, and are be- 
coming perfectly unmanageable, and they fear that this feeling will spread and consummate the ruin 
of their factories. That some such notion has got abrpad is apparent from various petitions, kc f 
filed of late ; but the otitbreak apprehended has not shown itself very generally as yet.’* 
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From iZ. T, iamowr, Esq., General Mofussil Manager for Bengal India Com- 
pany, to the Commissioner of Nuddea, dated Mulnagli, 28 January 1860. 


Sir, 

I REGRET to be again compelled to appeal to you fur protection against the 
acts of an oiEcer of Government. 

In the month of September last, the deputy magistrate of Kallarooah issued 
the accompanying perwanriah on his police ihrougiumt rlie subdivision ; it was 
made known by beat of drum at all the principal bazars on market day ; and the 
only real object of such a perwannah was to instigate the ryots not to sow indigo 
or fulfil their contracts with the factories. 

Ihe ryots ot this concern, liowever, did not iiiimcdiately listen “to the voice 
of the tempter tliey came as usual to tlie factories, made tlieir accounts, and 
received tlieir advances from the hands of my assistants, Messrs. Campbell and 
Hyde. 

Everything went on smoothly until the deputy magistrate came out on his 
Mofussil tour. During his stay at Goberdangah, it was reported to me that he 
had made known his liostile feeling towards the planters, and that the ryots 
would likely take advantage of such feeling, they did not do so. The deputy 
magistrate passed on to Gyeguttah ; he was there for some days ; no ryots made 
any complaint ; but on his arrival at ( hunbarrcali, the ryots of Baboo Sym- 
chunder Pal Chowdry from Duorgaiiore and Gyeguttah factories put in petitions 
to say that I wished to force them to sow indigo, an order is immediately passed 
on these petitions taking it for granted that I (lo and will oppress the ryots ; and 
the police are ordered out to protect and virtually to encourage the ryots in not 
sowing indigo, although they have received their advances, and up to the time 
of the deputy's arrival at Chunbarreali had never made a complaint of any kind. 
Had the ryots of Gyeguttah any cause of complaint they would surely have made 
it when the magistrate was encamped close to their villages. Had the deputy 
known my character or the state of his subdivision (and I cannot believe him 
ignorant of either), he must liave known in his heart the petitions made by the 
ryots were utterly false, and that no Initials arc ever employed by me to coerce 
ryots; still every encouragciuent is given to the ryots to act dishonestly, and 
Imrkundazes from Goburdangah thannah are placed in the villages to prevent 
either my servants or assistants from going near them, and of late, when they 
have done so, they have been pelted by clods, and saved from further inallvoat- 
mont by the speed of their horses. 

It is only two years since Syamchunder Pal Cliowdry’s people nearly murdered 
my assistant Mr. Cocksliott, and every encouragement is now being given to him 
to attack my assistants at Gyeguttah and Doorgaporc. 

I can only repeat that it pains me to again come before you ; my dimculties 
have never been with my ryots, but with officers of Government, who have insti- 
gated the ryots to rebel and avoid their engagements, and a better proof ot tins 
could not be than when Molavi Abdool Luteef shut up my factory of I eepra- 
gatchee ; that since his removal, (now six years since), I have not had any ditterenco 
with the ryots, nor has ever any complaint been made ag^imst me or rny 


quite impossible for me to get respectable Europeans to serve me or to 
carrv on business at all in the Mofussil, unless I receive fair play from the hands 
of the Government. If the officers of Government arc permitted to go [ound 
the districts, as has been the case of late, instigating people to act dishonestly and 
ruin the planter, and to maltreat Europeans, there is no course open but to retire 

to issue a notL to counteract the effects of tlie accompanying perwannah, and 
iL^ris not the wish or intention of Government to interfere m any way with 
Vrlr..?tlie Mofussil or allow its officers to gratify their feelings against the 
European by a repetition’of these sinister attacks, our difficulties must increase. 
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Erom A. Grate, Esq., (\)nniii>sioncT of Nuddea Division, to R. 2\ Larmour, 
J (ieneral Mofussil Aiaiiaj^er tor tlie Bengal Indigo Company, (No. 20Ct.), 
dtitcd Allipoio, 2 Ecbnnary 1860. 


Sir, 

In r(‘])ly to yonr letter dated the 28 tli ultimo, in which you express a desire 
that Government should issue a notice to counteract the effects of a perwannah 
issued in Scptc^mbcr last by deputy magistrate Ilemchunder Kur, 1 beg to remind 
you that my locum tenons, Mr. Reid was encamped for three days at Bongong, 
without receiving any intimation from yon of tlie necessity of such a course. lie 
seems to have considered the opposition offered by the people to indigo sowings in 
the south part of the Mnlnath concern, to have been due in a great measure to 
your quarrel with the Pal Chowdrecs. 

2. If it is siillyour wish that I should hand your letter up to the Lieutenant 
Governor, you should, I think, enable me to exjdain at the same time why, when 
Mr. Reid had so good an opportuni tv of satisfying himself whether mischief had 
or had not been done by the deputy magistrate's perwannah, you omitted to 
move him on the subject. 


Prom R. T. Lannonr, P^srp, General Mofussil Manager for the Bengal Indigo 
Company, to the Commissioner of Nuddea, dated 4 February 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 2nd instant, 
and in reply beg to state that I called on Mr. Reid, at Jessore, and lie informed 
me he liad sent for a cojiy of the perwannah issued by the deputy magistrate, 
Baboo Heinclnnidcr Knr, ,tmd had ordered the deputy to meet with him at 
Bongong; Mr. Reid aeknowledges the imjiropriety of the deputy s proceedings, 
and said he uoiild do all in his power to rectify the mischief; my assistant Mr. 
Campbell calh'd on Mr. Reid at Bongong (I wa.s alisent, being obliged to visit 
the Patbatasnr concern in Moorshedabad), and he also represented the con- 
struction that had been placed by zeniindar.s and ryots on the perwannah in 
question, which was to the effect that it was the wish and desire of the (Govern- 
ment to put a stop to indigo planting tlirongbout the district. 

'iliat the i>sning of the perwannah and tlie deputy magistrate’s tone has caused 
my present difficulties, there cannot possibly be a doubt. The ryots made their 
accounts, took their advances, and measured oft’ tiu'ir lands, marked and numbered 
as is customaiy, but during the past month the ryots of Baboo Syamcliunder Pal 
Cliowdry in particular have shown a bad feeling, and I regret to inform you that 
my .assistant, Mr. (Jampbell, yesterday surrounded by latlials near the village 
of Russulpur in Thannah (b^hm’dangab ; both lui and his Iiorse were knocked 
down, and be lay on the field insensible for an hour, and has been very severely 
b(Mten. He has^orie to Kisbnnghur to petition tin^ magistrate, and who, 1 am in 
hopes, will afford us protection and redress. I have done all in my power to see every 
justice (lone my riot.-^ ; I never have a dillieully with llieni unless at the instiga- 
tion ot (joveriinient ollicers. I have induced young men of the highest respecta- 
bility to join tlie Bengal Indigo (’ompany as assistants; but how can I expect 
them to remain, or to carry on business at all, if they arc thus to be maltreated 
wlien riding quit tly over their cultivation. We have no means of protecting 
ourselves, and living isolated as we do ; unless vve have protection, we must leave 
the Mofussil. 

I must earnestly beg you will lay my petition before the Lieutenant Governor. 
I liavepover resorted to iorcc% and never will, in getting ryots to act fairly towards 
me. I pay liberally and well, and (be money is paid into the ryots’ own hands by 
my assistants and myself, and all I pray for is that the people should not be insti- 
gated (as lias been the case) to quarrel with me, and that such notorious cha- 
racters as Syamcliunder Pfik Ghowdry^s h o u l4- any encouragement to 

bully my servants and malireat my assistants. 

When it is borne in mind that Mulnath concern extends over one-third of 
Kisbnaghur district, and that from year’s end to year’s end there is never a cp*m- 
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plaint made against ino or my servants, I think it will bear out all I have repro- 
spnted to you^is to my fair dealing towards every one. and that I do all it is pos- 
sible for a man to do in seeing justice done the ryoN of the eoneern. I lionestly 
confess I cannot contend against the G(tvenmie'at officer'^, and I fivmly believe 
the Lieutenant Governor will not sanction the acts of the deputy uiagLtrate, Baboo 
Hem Ch»nul(^r Kur. " ^ 


troni h, J^ninwiond^ Magistrate ot NudJea, to tlie Comiiiissioiier of 

Circuit Nuddea J)ivision (No. ;U5), <l;ited Niiddea^ ‘JO DeeiMiiher 1850. 

Sir, 

I iiAVK tliG honour to inform you that there is a report current ahoiit the south- 
eastern part of this district to the ettect that (Government is op])o.sed to the culti- 
vation of indigo, and that an order to that purpose will shortly bo issued. 

J. riiis report I believe to have been spread in particular instances, by desifjfn- 
ing pi'rsous to do their immediate uoigbljours harm, but I have no doubt that it 
owes its origin to the occurrences in Baraset, and that it is rapidly spreading and 
will do much damage in this district, if not ciieckcd at once. 

M. Both to the planters, as the ryots have already without any good cause or 
other assignable reason began leaguing together against one or two factories to 
refuse to cultivate indigo. 

4. And to the ryots, as they are, so to speak, cutting their own throats, and 
neglecting all cultivation, and wasting their money and time in litigation, instead 
of remaining (juietly at home and cultivating their lauds. 

5. I believe it therefore to be very desirable, for the good of both the ryots and 
the? planters, at once to put a sto[) to this false iinpnssioii, and ilierefon; beg to 
annex an English proivediiig with translation into tiie V(‘rnacular, which I have 
(irepared, and on which I propose, with your sanction, to issue orders to all daro- 
gahs within whoso jurisdicLion it may seem necessary so to do. 

(). 1 w'ould beg re<^pectfully to remind you that those groniidless rumours spread 
very fast, and therefore request the favour of your favouring me with a reply as 
soon as you conveniently can. The season for making the indigo advances is rapidly 
passing also, and therefore every day gained is important. 

1 only jiroposc issuing thC'C orders on the darogali.s of three or four of my 
south-i'aslern tlianiiahs at present, and should therefore not have troubled you in 
the matter, had not the subject generally been one of some importance, and one 
requiring also delicacy of treatment. 


Wkereas it has come to my notice that there is a rri)ort among tlm ryots of 
some villages in tliis district that tlie Government disippiovcs of, and is about to 
issue an order prohibiting the cultivation of indigo; and wliereas I liave strong 
grotinils to suspect that evil disposcii persons arc sprcadnig this report, to the 
iniurv of both planters and ryots; it has therefore appeared proper to me to order 
tlie darogalis in whose name this perwaniiah is to be issued, to proclaim nithra 
their jiirisdiction notice to the iollowing eilect: ■ 

That the Government lias not issued, nor is it going to issue, any orders pro- 
hibiting the' cultivation of indigo. This is a matter that sorely concerns he 
planters and ryots, and in whicli Government in no way concerns use t. 

At the same time the darogahs will u.se all vigilance to detect and apitrt e 
any designing persons found spreading all such foolrsh .and mahcions reports, 
which injure both tlie good name of the Government and the welfare of its sub- 
jects, and will send them into me without delay to be punished as they may 
deserve. 
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From the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division to the Magistrate of Nuddea 
(No. 2 Ct.), dated 3 January 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, N», 316, dated 
the 20th ultimo, and to inform you in reply that although I am inclined to concur 
with you that it may be necessary to issue a notice of the description of that for- 
warded by you, with the view of counteracting* the report which you state to be 
current in the south-eastern parts of your district, regarding the cultivation of 
indigo, I would not wish any further steps to be taken towards issuing it until I 
have myself had an opportunity of visiting the locality referred to, which I hope 
to be able to do a few days hence, when I will communicate further with you on 
the subject. 

2. At the same time, I beg to point out that the issue of that portion of your 
proposed prcclamalion which is included in the third clause thereof would in my 
opinion be not only illegal but also injudicious. 

3. It would, it appears to me, give the officers of the police an authority which 
they do not possess under the law, viz., that of arresting and sending in parties 
who might be found by them to be offending in the manner alluded to, viz., 

spreading foolish and malicious reports injurious to the good name of Govern- 
ment and the welfare of its subjects,’’ and an undue advantage might, not impos- 
sibly, be taken to make the clause alluded to a handle for the oppression of inno- 
cent parties. 


From Lord H. UlichBrowne, Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Commissioner of Nnddea (No. 847), dated 8 March 1860. 

Sir, ^ 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 36 Circuit, dated 
the 10th ultimo, submitting some correspondence with Mr. Larmour, relative to 
the excitement at present prevailing in the Kishnaghur district, which is said to 
have been occasioned by a perwannah to the police issued by Baboo Hemchuiider 
Kur, Deputy Magistrate in Charge of the Kalarooah Sub-division, and in reply to 
request that you will be so good as to submit, for the Lieutenant Governor’s 
information, a copy of the perwannah in question, as soon as possible. 


From A, Grote, Esq., f’omrnissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Under 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William (No. 66 Ct.), dated 

Alliporc, 9 March 1860. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter, No. 847, dated 18th instant, I beg to send you a copy 
of the perwannah in question, with a translation. 

2. I believe that his Honor the Lieutenant Governor’s order on the Joyrampore 
petition, which as I informed you in my letter dated Gth instant. No. 62 Ct., I 
had directed the magistrate of Nuddea to promulgate, will have an excellent 
effect in explaining to all parties what the views of Government really are. I 
have just received a satisfactory assurance to this purport from Mr. Herschel^ 
w'liOs'C camp I join to-morrow. 

3. Ltake this opportunity of laying before Government a Bengalee letter with 
translation, which is s^id to have been intercepted by Mr. Forlong, who handed 
it on to Mr. Drummond. 

It may or may not be authentic; the moderation of its tone inclines me 
to believe it to be so. At all events, agitation from some quarter is at work to 
promote petitioning on the part of the ryots, while, on the other hand, the 
English press is being worked to represent these petitioners as ready for agrarian 

outrages to which as yet they have shown no disposition. 

® 4. I trust 
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4. I trust his Honor the Liontenant Governor may now ha\e lei^^uiv to take 
up the subject of my letter No. 141 C., dated 7th JNoveinber last. In the con- 
cluding para, of that letter, 1 hinted at the possibiliiy of ilie police* inisin- 
terprt‘ting the previous orders of July, thou<ih at that time 1 had only Mr. 
Mackenzie's assertion that they .had done so in the case of the darogah of 
thannah Sarsah. Had .Mr. Ward reported in reply to iiiy call, before I ieft 
this office for the Board of Revenue, I should probably have :eccininended to 
Goveimimnit an authoritative eancelniimt and withdrawal of his notitjc.itiou, 
which could not then have caused the mischief now ascrii)ed to it. 


Darooau, Tjfanna Kallarooxii. 

With reference to a letter, dated 17tli Au^oist last, from the magistrate of Iharasot, for- 
warding an extract from a commiinieatlon from the Secretary to the Government of Rdtigal, 
to the address of the Commissioner of (he Nuddea division, No. 4510, under dati‘ the 2lat 
July 1859, being to the effect lliat in cases of dispute about tlie eidllxatlon of indigo, 
ryots sliall retain possession of their respective lands, and grow xvhatevcr crops tliey may 
wish thereon, and that it is incumbent on the police to see that in so d(m)g they are not 
molested by indigo planters or other j)arties; further, that planters slwill not forcibly sow 
indigo on the ryots’ lands on the plea of the hitter having entered into agreements xvith 
them, but that where such agreements have been entered into by ryots, it is competent 
to indigo planters to sue them In the C’ivil Courts, the Criminal (/Ourts leaving no juris- 
diction in such cases, as the ryots, whether admitting or dcn)‘4ug tlieir engagenieiits, may 
advance many valid pleas for not cultivating imligo, — you arc rerpiired for (he future to 
proceed in conformity with the above.— 20th August 1859. 


Translation of Bengalee Letter. 

We have learnt from our mooktear that the Government intend to depute some ( ornmis- 
sionens into the Mofussil in order to liold local impiirv, and t > report xvhether the eom^hiints 
of the ryots against the oppression on the j)art of indigo planters, contained in the several 
petitions prescnttMl to Government, and as pubh Jied in the news[>'ipers, arc correct. I he 
planters also having been cognisant of tliis deputation, threaten the ryots with xvrong, mean- 
ing that the Commissioners xxill eonui into the Mofussil for the piu’pose of making the ryots 
cultivate indigo. The ohj^ect of this misinterpretation is to deter the ryots from speaking 
against them, so that the (./ommissi oners will not be able to hear any complaints from 
tlie lyots, and the consequence will he that the complaints already preferred# will be 
falsified, and Government will place no more confidence in any future petitions. 

2. The unjust orders of the former magistrate in cases concerning indigo have already 
made an impression on the minds of the ryots, that all the authorities are in favour of the 
planters, and the wrong interpretation put upon the intended depulat’on J^y the latter, w’ill, 
in tlie above state of mind, be received by the ryots Jis probable. Ton will therefore 
explain to all the ryoG, that although the orders of the magistrate might liave been unjust 
they need not be afraid of the thn ats of the planters, that they may come fbrward m 
thousands to represent their calamities to the Commisdoners ; that this is the Inst resource 
they can resort to ; tliat if they remain silent the Commissioners will report that there 
is no disturbance in the Mofussil; that It will turn out to their favour if they all at a 
time present petitions of their complaints, and that those who xvill make no petitions will 
not bo exempted from cultivating indigo, nay, they will be in tlm liands ol tlie pkntcrs 
for eternity, and will have to bear the burden of those exempted from the cultivation as a 
result of their remonstranees. You will also spread such other threats as will m<lucc the 
ryots to combine and make petitions, for the planters will gather their own people and 
make them say before the Commissioners that they arc not subject to any oppression what- 
ever and thus there will he no end to the distress ot the ryots. \ ou wdl further take 
measures to circulate in Patlierghatta also the above suggestions. 


From A. R. Yoim<r, Esq., Secretary to the Government ot Bengal, to the Bengalee 
Translator to Government (No. 931), dated 15 March 1860. 

directed to forward* to you herewith a copy of a Bengalee penvanm 
request that you will, as soon as possible, furnish the Lieutenant Ooverr 


ah, 
enior 


1 AH 

and to request that you ’ , - . 

with an exact and accurate triiiislution thcreot. . f 

Two versions in English of this document have bein submitted to (.m em- 
inent of which copies are also herewith transmitted. These, you will observe, 
difler materially in the rendering of some passages. It is the desire ot the 
Lieutenant Governor to ascertain the precise meaning of those passages 
particular. 
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From the Government Ben^^alee Translator, to A. R. Youngs Esq., Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, dated Serampore, 16 March 1860. 

Sir^ 

I HAVE tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 931, dated 
tlie 15rh March 1860, enclosing copy of Bengalee perwannah, of which I 
have the honour to forward, according to your request, an accurate translation. 
TIjc two versions of it accompanying your letter arc also herewith returned. 


Translation. 

lo tlio (larogah of thannah Kalarooah. l ake notice. — A letter from the magistrate of 
Barflset, dated the 17th August 1859, having been received, accompanied by an extract 
from an English letter from the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the address of 
the Commissioner of the Nuddea division, dated 21st July 1859, No. 4516, to the following 
pur])ort, that in cases of disputes relating to indigo ryots shall retain possession of their 
owui lands, and shall sow in them Avhiit crops they please, and the }X)lice will be careful 
that no indigo ])Iantcr, nor any one else, be able to interfere in the matter, and indigo 
planters shall not be able forcibly to cause indigo to be sown on the lands of those ryots on 
the ground that the ryots consented to the sowing, &c., of indigo. If ryots have so con- 
sented, the indigo planter may bring an action against them in the Civil Court. The Cri- 
minal Court has no concent in these matters, because, notwithstanding such contracts, or 
such consent withheld or given, ryots imty urge unanswerable excuses against the sowing of 
indigo. A coj)y ol perwannah is therefore issued, and you arc requested in future to act 
accordingly,— Bated 20tli August 1859. 


From A, 11, Youngs Esq., Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, to the 
llonourble A* Edeuy Joint Magistrate of Baraset (No. 1193), dated 24 March 

1860 . , 

Sir, 

Letter from Com- I Ail directed to forwaid to you a copy of the correspondence noted on the 
missionerof margin, relative to the excit(‘mcnt at ])resent provjiiling in parts of the Nuddea 

Ruddea, No. 36 , division in connexion with the culti\ation of indigo, which is said to have had 

Febrlmr ^la^t ^‘hgin partly in an indiscreet perwannah Bsned to the police, and made known 

ite Enclosures." * ^ drum in all tlie principal bazais of his subdivision in August last by 

yoni’ subordinate, Hahoo Hem Cliuiider Kiir, deputy magistrate of Kalarooah; 
and I am to request that you will be so good as to submit, for the Lieutenant 
Governor’s inlurjnation, an explanation of the circumstances of the case as soon 
as possible. 

2 . Tlie points upon which the Lieutenant Governor desires to be particularly 
inforjiied are — first, as to how, that is, in what foim, the Government order of 
the 21 st of July 1859, No. 4516, was forwarded to the deputy magistrate; and, 

.secondly, as to what portion of it was so forwarded. 

• 

3. Your special attention is directed to the second paragraph of the office note 
recorded by the Commissioner of Nuddea on the 30th of January last, quoted in 
])aragrapli 6 of Ills letter, No. 36 Ct., dated the 10 th ultimo, in which it is stated 
that the publication ot the order iii question in the tliaiinahs was within your 
cognizance. 

4. 1 he Lieutenant Governor observes that it would seem to have been unneces- 
sary, and therefore impioper,.ou your part, to make your subordinates acquainted 
with a discussion on a question of practice between the Government, the Com- 
missioner, and yourself, or with the results thereof, otherwise than in the shape 
of a bare order sufficient to guide their action into conformity with the decision 
arrived at. 

• 

5. Three separate translations of the deputy magistrate’s perwannah are for- 
warded with this letter. One of these was submitted by the Indigo Planters' 
Association, another was received from tlie Cominissioner-, and the thirdwas 
obtained from the Bengalee Translator to Governmeut, in consequence of thedif- 
crence between the other two. The last translation, which of course is the one 

to 
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to be regarded officially, places the w ording of the perwannah in the least objec- 
tionable form ; but it still leaves the last sentence open to strong objection, as 
being capable af the interpretation that generally, or indeed always, ryots have 
unobjectionable excuses for not growing indigo although they may have cori- 
tcacted to do $0, It may thus be turned into an apparent invitation to ryots 
universally to break their contracts. ^ 

In so important and delicate an affair it would seem to have been especially 
incumbent upon you to have given directi( ns to the deputy magi>trate so care- 
fully worded that he could not have fallen into this gross error. 

7. But the Lieutenant Governor will await your explanation before pronouncing* 
an opinion on the case. ^ 


From the Honourable A, Eden to tlie Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal ; 
dated Fort William, 28 March 1800. 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receij)! of your letter, No. 1103, dated 
24th Afarch, forwarding a copy of corresporuhmee relativg to the cxcifianent at 
present prevailing in parts of the Nuddea division in connexion with the? cultiva- 
tion of indigo, which is saief to be partly owing to a perwannah issued to the 
]K)lice by Baboo Ilcin Chunder Kur, Dejjuty Magistrate of Kalarooah, and 
calling upon me for an explanation of the circumstances of the case as soon as 
possible. 


2. I much regret that tliis opportunity of furnisiiiiig an explanation was not 
afforded me earlier, so that I nnght have oldained from Hara-et and Kalarooah 
sucli papers as I retjuire. 1 will howi.'ver endeavour to give all the inforinaiion I 
can from such papers as I have by mo, and from communications that I li ive had 
ou tins subject with Mr. Ward, iny successor, and Baboo Hem Cliuuder Kur. 

3. It will be remembered that, ea.rly last year, the lyots of the Bengal Indigo 
Company applied to me for protection from the threatened forcible di. “possession 
of their lands by Mr. Larniour. The factories of the Beng'al Indigo Company in 
connexion with which these disputes arose, being situated in the sub-divisions of 
Kalarooah and Tarragooney I forwarded tlie j)etition in original to Baboo Oboy 
Churn Bt^se, then in charge of both sub-divisious, and directoti him to is^^ue orders 
for the protection of the complainants, provided that the lands proved to be 
undoubtedly the ryots’ own. Mr. Larmour complained to the Commissioner, 
who directed that my order should be cancidled, and that the protection of the 
police should be withdrawn from all ryots, who were alleged by the planter to be 
under advances to him for the cultivation of indigo. As the case was before the 
Deputy Magistrate of Tarragooney, I at once followed the usual course of for- 
warding to him Mr. Grote’s letter, and directed him to carry out the Commis- 
sioner’s orders. Having done this,’ I remonstrated with Mr. Crete against the 
view he had taken, and some correspondence passed between* us on the subject 
with reference to a difficulty in which the deputy magistrate was placed as regarded 
another planter, in consequence of these orders. 


4. The correspondence was forwarded by the Commissioner to Government, 
and the decision of Government was communicated in your letter. No. 4516, dated 
21st July 1869. On the receipt of that letter, I, in the usual course of routine, 
forwarded a copy by endorsement to the deputy magistrate, I)efore whom tlie cases 
in question were, and my order to whom had given cause for the reference to 
Government. Tlie letter of the Commissioner hud been lorwarded to deputy 
magistrate, and it was absolutely necessary that he shouh be uiforpied hat the 
mode of practice laid down by the Commissioner was to be discontinued. It is 
always the custom to forward such letters to the officers concerned, and I cer- 
tainly do not see how the views of Government could have been conveyed to that 
officer in a more unobjectionable manner than in the precise words ot Govern- 
ment. The difference of opinion between the Commissioner and myselt as to the 
course which the law prescribed for magistrates in indigo disputes was well known 
to the deputy magistrate, and he had himself taken part m the 
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connected therewith, and it appears to tne that it was hoth necessary and desirable 
that he should know the grounds and reasonina upon which the Government 
arrived at the conclusions detailed in that letter. 1 cannot think that a simple 
order emanating from myself, to the cHect that the Commissioner’s orders were 
to be considered cancelled, would have been respectful to tlnit officer, and such 
a course would certainly have been unusual, 

5. The deputy magistrate took no action whatever on the Government orders, 
simply recording them, as it was intended he should do, for his future guidance 
in indigo cases. 

d. Shoitly after this, when Babov) Hem Chunder Kur was transferred from 
Kaliguijge to Kalarooali, he came into Baraset and wislied me to get the order for 
liis transfer recalled. Baboo Hem Chunder evinced great reluctance to join his 
appointment at Kalarooali in consequence of the difficult position in which he 
would be placed as regarded the indigo planters. He urged that the power and 
influenee of the Bengal Indigo Company is such, that no native official of inde- 
pendent spirit is willing to be brought into contact with them, and he referred to 
the case of Moulvie i\bdool Luteef, who was removed from the sub-division for 
issuing orders precisely similar to those which 1 had issued, and which led to the 
discussion with Mr. G rote. I assured him that if he administered Justice in a 
straightforward and conscientious manner between man and man, he would have 
no cause to fear any iiiHiieiice that might be brought to bear against him, and I 
declined to apply for his retention at Kalligunge. He tliensaid that as the greater 
portion of Mr. Larmour’s cultivation was in his sub- division, he thought it only 
right that lie should have a copy of the Government orders regarding those dis- 
putes that he might be guided by them in any cases that occurred. His request 
app('ared to me to be n'asonuble, natural, and proper, and I was clearly of opinion 
that he was entitled to have a copy of the Government ruling on an important 
practical question of this kind, connected with his sub-division, and which would 
ill all probability he constantly referred to in cases pending before him. I saw 
no necessity however for letting him see the extent to whicli Mr. Groteand myself 
difFei ed on this subject, as he had lately arrived in the district, and had taken no 
part in the previous discussion ; T therefore merely sent him that portion of the 
GoveinmLiit letter uhich related to the general question of police interference in 
indigo disputes. I liave nothing before mg which enables me to speak authorita- 
tively, bat to the best of my belief the portion of the letter sent to him was from 
the rith ])ara. to the end of the letter, and this extract was forwarded with my 
lettei a.niiexed hendo. 

7. Your letter next directs my attention to the 2d para, of the office note 
recorded by Mr. Cirote, and quoted in the Gtli para, of his letter, No. 3G, dated 
loth February. I cannot hut express iny regret that Mr. Grote, w ho was in con- 
stant communication with me in Calcutta, should, without speaking tome on the 
subject, have seen fit to record that tiic deputy magistrate slated ‘^that the publi- 
cation of the order in the tliannahs was within Mr. Eden’s cognizance.” I most po- 
sitively assure his Honor that I had no cognizance whatever of the publication of 
the order; the first I heard of it was in casual conversation with Mr. Grote, some 
months after its publication, and the first I saw of it was in the public newspapers. 

I think that it will be fuind that iis publication did not take place when I was in 
charge of the Haraset magistracy, and could not therefore have been within my 
cognizance. From what I have since heard from Mr. Ward and Baboo Hern 
Chunder, I apprehend that Mr. Grote entirely misunderstood the deputy magis- 
trate ; it will, 1 believe, be found on inquiry, that vvliat the deputy magistrate said 
was, that the “ publication of the porwannah was known to the inagistraie of Ba- 
raset, but that he did not know whether that officer had appioved his proceedings,” 
the magistrate of Baraset here alluded to being Mr. Ward and not myself. From 
what Mr. Ward said to me I was under the impression that he had fully explained* 
this to Mr. Grote and to Mr. Reid, The deputy magistrate’s intimation of the 
publication of this perwapnah to the magistrate of Baraset will doubtless be found 
among the Baraset records ; the orders passed thereon and the date of its receipt, 
will* show clearly whether or no I was at that time at Baraset. In the mean- 
time it would appear from Mr. Larmour’s own letter of the 28th January that the 
publication of the perwannah occurred in September last, about one month after 
I had left the district. 


8. Had 
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8. Had I remained in the district, I should not have approved of any orders to 
the notice on the subject of the Government letter, for such orders were then 
unnecessary, the indigo cultivation for that season being over. I should have 
known from past experience that the publ’cation of any such order would, in all 
probability, have been made use of by the planters as a convenient excuse to 
which to attribute the natural unwillingness of their ryots to sow whenever occa- 
sion might require. In the month of August, moreover, it was not likely that the 
police would be called upon to act on an emergency, and without obtaining the 
special orders of the magistrate in each caj^e ; and i issued no orders myself to 
the police in the thannahs under my immediate ch^irge in connexion witli the 
Government letter, neither did the deputy magistrate of Taragooney. It never 
occurred to me that it was possible that the deputy magistrate of Kalarooali should 
issue any general orders to the police, for sub-divisional olhcers are prohibited 
from issuing such orders without obtaining the previous sanction of higher 
authority, and whenever any general orders luivc been thought necessary, 1 have 
alv\ays issued them myself to all the thannahs. Finally, it was a case in which 
general orders were useless, as forcible entry is one of that class of cases which the 
police cannot investigate without orders of the magistrate, and I can only attribute 
their i^sne to the fact that Baboo Hem CImuder had been principally employed 
in the Dacoity Department, and had but little experience as an executive ofiicer. 


9. Having shown that I had no cognizance of the publication of the [lerwannah 
alluded to, i may perhaps be perniitied to say a few words in connexion with 
that document. I have no wish whatever to screen myself behind my subordi- 
nate, and am desirous of bearing any portion of the respoiii^ibility of its issue 
which can justly and fairly be attributed to me. It is certain that the deputy 
magistrate would not have Issued the perwaunahif he had not received a copy of 
the Government letter upon which it is founded ; the resi)Ousibility of furnishing 
him with that copy is clearly mine, my reu!?ons for having done so 1 have alluded 
to above, and it is difficult fur me to say more without appearing to desire to throw 
blame upon those whose acts it is not for me to call in question. I may how- 
ever briefly say that tlie influence exercised hy ihe Bt^igal Indigo Company has 
long been sucli, that the subordinate officers of Government in tliat neighbourhood 
have been afraid to do their duly, and the police have in some cases been the 
instrument made use of by the planters for oppressing the people. Since the 
r^^moval of Moulvie Abdool Luteci no native official has dared to act iiidepon- 
dently, and few ryots have dared to complain. It is not becoming that 1 should 
speak ill further detail on tlie subject, but 1 would request that his Honor may 
be pleased to call for the papers connected with the Moulvie’s case, and with the 
decision of the judge of the 24 perguunahs on the appeal made in eoiinexion with 
the magistrate s proceedings in that case ; hi'^ Honor will then be enabled to niuler- 
stand why, amongst other reasons, I tliought it necessary to strcnglhen the hands 
of the deputy magistrate by afTordiiig him the benefit of a perusa ot the views of 
Government as to the protection which it is the duty of the police to aflford to 
cultivators, more especially as these views were elicited m a case connected with 
the cultivators of that particular sub-di vision.^ I have before pinted out to supe- 
rior authority the very difficult position in which magisterial officer^ are placed tor 
Ztofa" author! Jvc ruling. n the eahjcc... and 1 shown 

matter the executive and judicial functions ot a district officei fieiiuciitly clash, 
and that in disputes regarding indigo it is exceedingly dilhcu t to combine expe- 
diency with justice ; the Government order of July last was that for which 1 had 
so often asked for myself and subordinates. 

in h has alwavs been the practice in districts in which I have been, and I 

the practice 'fmy'remaTILT'SS 

sayh^thartt commIhjLoa of these orders was in this case 
..rnimd that the deputy magistrate has an imperfect knoivledge ol English, tor I 
S™ thauSo riL nlti... country who postm » »rourat. a know-, 

ledge of our language as the officer in question. 
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11. It never occurred to me that there was anything in the Government letter, 
which was likely to cause mischief or to be misunderstood; it appeared to me to 
be a full, clear, and conclusive exposiiion of tho law as it stands, and I haw for 
the last three years based orders upon the principles therein upheld. 

12. In the 8th para, of that letter you remark this is a most iinportaut prac- 
tical (juestion, and the Lieutenant Governor thinks it is strange that it has not 
been authoritatively determined before now, as cases of this sort are of daily 
occurrence. Fully concurring in this view, I was of opinion that I was acting 
with propriety in communicating this most important ruling to those who above 
all re(niircd it, and who looked to me for instruction and advice; it even appears, 
to me that I should have incurred great responsibility had I kept the Government 
order secret. 

13. In your letter now under reply, the last para, of tJie deputy magisti^te^'s 
perwannah is pointed* oiu as being open to- the objection that it is capible of the 
ioterpretation, that generally, or indeed always, ryots have unobjectionable ex- 
cuses for not growing indigo, although they may have contracted to do so. The 
wording of the Government letter is this: “The ryots may confess the engage- 
ment, and still have many irresistible pleas to avoid the consequence the planter 
insists upon.’' The wording of the deputy niagistrate’s perwaimah is: “The 
Criminal Court has no concern in these matters, bc^caiise notwithstanding such 
contracts or such consent withheld or given, ryots may urge unanswerable 
excuses against the sowing of indigo.'^ Tfm wording of my letter \^as: “ Such 
promises can only be produced against the ryots in the Civil Court, and the 
magisterial authorities have nothing to do with them, for there must he two 
parties to a piomiso; and it is possible that the ryot, even whose promises or 
contracts are admitted, may still have many irresistible pleas to avoid tho con- 
sequeme the planter insists upon; the consequence alinded to being the forcible 
dispossession of the ryot by the j)Iaiiter. The question was whether, if the 
])lanler asserted that tlie tyot had agreed to sow indigo, such ryot had a right, 
supposing him to admit tjie existc'iice of a contract, to demand the assistance of 
the magistrate wlien threatened with i)eiiig ousted from his laud. My meaning 
ill saying that e\en when he admitted his contract, he might still urge irresistible 
pleas why he should md be summarily dealt with, and such pleas as the Civil 
Court alone would be qualified in adjudicating on, may be more fully under- 
stood from the f)llowing extract of a letter which I had the honour to address tb 
the Commissioner of Niuldea in June 1858 : “ Another reason suggests itself to 
m(‘ why tlie Criminal Court should neither adjudicate summarily in (piestions of 
contracts to fou indigo, nor compel their enforcement. Even supposing such 
contracts to be volnntary engagements, their non-fulfilment would not necessarily 
Imply fraud. I’he ryot ini^lit have taken the advance with the distinct intention 
of sowing the amount of indigo engaged for; hut if, l»y the oppression, of his 
zemindars, or loss of his cattle, or other inisf()rtune, ho is unable to- carry out Iiis 
intention ^^ilhout tlie slightest mala Jidcs^ it would be very unfair that he should 
be treated as a ci iminal, and it would become a mere CjUeslion of adjudication aa 
to what amount of advance and what interest he should return. This, I appre- 
hend, could he decided as a civil suit, and sucii objections would in all 
probahility lie raisi d in every case of non-fulfilnicnt of contracts, the magistrate’’^ 
office would be converted Into a civil court to adjust a question of damages.'' 

14. My object in quoting that portion of the Government letter was to draw 
the deputy magistrate’s attention to what appeared to. me to be the real and 
main objection to the refusal to afford protection to ryots on the allegation of a 
promise. It never suggested itself to me for one moment that tb-e deputy magis- 
trate would take any action on the letter except so far as it might guide his own 
judgment in ca^es then before him, or which might arise. I have no doubt that 
tlie meaning of the deputy magistrate was precisely the same as my own ; indeed, 
it is not possible that he can have made any mistake, for the Government letter 
gave an example of the kind of plea alluded to. It cannot be said that I have 
ever given any order likely to make the ryots believe that they w'ould receive 
any sanction from me in evading their existing engagements, for 1 have frequently 
advised them, when they have complained to me, that whatever the hardship- 
involved, it was their duty to fulfil tlieir engagements, and to make what objec- 
tions they had to make to the cultivation after so doing, as the entering into 
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ttilowed the planters to enforce their contract in -mv m ^ ^ 

W; neither have I showed mrcoS^t lnd t r 

usurp the functions of the Civil Court and to rpr^pir^n V to 

and pleas connected with the fulfilHieuVof contracts “ “^judicate on plaints 

& x™l^ ‘a'r/iiiili-' ‘Lf Sf 

Government was opimsed to tlic cultivation of-indi-n. ihe rvots imnlH i 

even Of them having advances forced upon them; but it does not L ar Urn 
Mr. Larmours letter that they did anything; tl.ey acre altogeti.er unldSed bv 
the perwannal, ; they came, ho says, “ as usual to the factory, and adjusted thet 
accounts ; everything, he continues, “ went on smooihlv” until minv months 
Siihseipient to Its publication, ami in fact until certain petitions were presented 
to the deputy magistrate when on his cold wca.her tour; and cLi tlu2> 
TOtitions ate not attrihutcd to the influence of tlie perwunnah, hat are alleged by 
Mr. Larmour to Iiave heoii made at tlic iiisligatioii of Baboo Syam Chimder Pal 
Ulowdry, a person with whom the Bengal Indigo Company have for many years 
been at teud. Mr. Laiiiiour s coui|)laint indeed is simply this, that the *denutv 
tnagistrate, instead of accepting Mr. Larmour’s character and the sbite of the 
sub-di vision ns primd facie evidence of the falseness of Uie charges, and rejecting 
Jhe petitions accordingly, directed the police to protect the ryots if necessary 
Ihis proceeding appears to Mr, Larmour to have bein equivalent to taking it for 
granted that he intended to oppress his ryots, and he construes it into an 
cnconiagement to them not to sow indigo; but I submit that if, as he says, he 
had no intention to coerce his ryots or to use lateeals, the deputy magistrates 
order to protect the ryots Iroin such lateeals could not possibly affect him. 


1(). It would further appear that these ryots have opposed Mr. Lurinour on 
previ ns occasions, two years before the perwannah was written, and before Baboo 
Hemehunder came to the district, for he says in liis letter of the 28th January 
tliat ‘^it is only two years since Syamchundcr Pal Chowdry’s people nearly 
murdered my assistant, Mr. Cocksliott.^’ I would suhmit with reference to the 
above that there is no more reason to attribute the acts of Syam Ciiunder’s 
people on the present occasion to the deputy magistrate's perwannah than there 
was on the previous occasion. Mr. Laniioiir has for many years been at constant 
fend with the zemindars and cultivators all around him ; and lias invariably 
attributed tlie natural opposition of the people lo his pix)ccedings, to tiie acts of 
Government officers. One year he attributeil the relactanee of his ryors to sow 
to the proceedings of Moulv-ie Abdool Luteef; another year to an order given 
by myself in connexion with the measurement of some land; tins year following 
•it Was attributed to a roobocaree drawn up in tlie Hobrah case ; and now this year 
it is said to be owing to the orders of Baboo Hemehunder Kur on the petition of 
certain ryots. So far from its being correct that from year's end to year's end 
there is never a complaint made against him or his servants,” T can speak from 
personal knowledge that there are few factories against which so many 
complaints are made. That no complaints may be made in Nuddea is possible, 
and may be accounted for by the fact which he mentions, that the Bengal Indigo 
Company's concern extends over one-tliird of the district ; with such power, 
complaint at a distant station would be impossible. 


17. It may be that the deputy magistrate s perwannah was injudicious, but I 
do not think that it can be said to have invited the ryots to^ break their engage- 
ments, seeing that at the time of year at which it was published there were no 
engagements entered into. I think it is clear from Mr. Larmour s own state- 
ments that it did not have this effect; and that he never supposed it would liave 
any such effect; his factories are in the immediate neighbourhood of Kalarooah, 
his ryots would be the first to be influenced, yet they flowed no signs of being so 
72. s s 4 influenced ; 
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influenced ; tliey behaved as usual, and' Mr. Larmour, so far from acting as if he 
thouglit tliat they had received encouragement to act dishonestly, gave them 
advances some five months after the publication of the perwannah, which 
he surely would not have done had he believed the perwannah to have the effect 
which he now atlributcs to it. 

18. Mr. Mackenzie, another indigo manufacturer, complained, I understand, 
that the effect of the perwannah was that the ryots declined his advances. This, 
I submit, is scarcely consistent with the supposition that the perwannah induced 
them to believe that they might take advances, and leave their engagements un- 
fulfilled with im]}unity. In continuation of this subject, I would point out that 
Mr. Forlong, another manufacturer of the Nuddea district, attributed the inde- 
pendent tone adopted by the ryots to the Government orders in the case against 
Mr. White; and again, the magistrate of Jessore, in the extract of his letter 
wliich you have forwarded to me,* says that th(^ rumour in the Jessore district 
was with reference to some expressions wdiieh were supposed to have been made 
use of by the Lieutenant Governor at Nuddea. Lhe only remaining evidence 
which tends to connect the deputv magistrate’s pc'rwannah with the un willing- 
ness of the r^ots to sow, is to be found in the reports of Mr. Reid and 
Mr. nniminond. Mr. Drummond says that a rumour existed at the end of 
December last, that an order was “shortly to be issued’* to the effect that 
Government was opposed to the cultivation of indigo; lie does not say that any 
rumour existed that such an order had lu'cn issmal ; this rumour, Mr. Drummond 
had no doidjt, owed its origin to the “ occurrences ” in Baraset, though wliat these 
occurrences were is not specified. Mr. Reiil thought that the disinclinatiou of 
the Baraset tjots to sow' was partly owing to the deputy Magistrate’s perwannah. 
It should, however, b(^ recollected that l)Oth the^e gentUmieu were (juite new to 
the district; they believed this disinclination to be sudden, and were of course 
ignorant that Mr. Lirmour had precisely the same difficuhy in making his ryots 
sow every year. They probably did not know that at the beginning of 1858 
many of Mr. Larmour’s ryots positively refused to sow, and that by the Commis- 
sioner’s orders 1 was compelled to go out Jtnd ]iersuade them to do so. They 
could not morcov('r have been aware that tlie combination of the Baraset ryots 
liad commt'iiccd in the time of my predecessor, Mr. Mangles, and that 
complaints to Government were made against him for protecting the ryots in the 
same manner as they have been made against me. 

19. Having endeavoured to show that th<; deputy magistrate’s perwannah has 
not been the cause of the ryots’ refusal to trade in indigo, I trust I shall be 
excused for now slating what I conscientiously believe to be the real cau^e of the 
opp( sition of the ryo*s to the manufacturers, and the rumour that Government 
was opposed to indigo cultivation. This crisis has been long threarening, and my 
only burpriso if* that it has been warde<! oft‘ so long. Mr. Grote will, I have no 
doubt, do me tfje justice to admit that frequently within the last three years I 
have corn III iinicjiud to him my apprehensions, that if steps w’ere not taken to 
alleviate the condition of the indigo cultivators some such manifestation of 
feeling would result. As long ago as June 1858, 1 officially wrote : ‘^The ques- 
tion appears ta render itself into this; which is of the most importance, that a 
certain quantity of a particular blue dye should be annually exported, or that a. 
great and daily increasing cause of discontent and misery to the whole agricul- 
tural population of Bengal should be removed ? That this discontent is increas- 
ing, and is tlie consbint topic of conversation amongst all classes of natives, 
ijannot be denied by those who have an o])portunity of judging of the real 
feelings of the natives; I believe that this feeling has been very much enhanced 
by an idea that the (lovernmeiit is determined to uphold the planter against the 
ryot, and I think that there is cause to view with considerable alarm the enact- 
ment of any measure which w'ill encourage the belief that the planter will be 
invested with more summary power.” In the same letter, I strongly recom- 
mended that a Committee should be appointed to inquire into the. system 
of indigo cultivatium I cannot but think that if my continual representations, 
«up|)orted as I believe them to have been by the opinions of several other district 
magistrates, had received attention at the time, the result would have been a 
general inquiry which would have had the effect of putting the indigo trade on a 
more healthy looting, and have obviated the extreme measures which the ryots 
have now resorted to. 


20. Year 
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^ ^ 0 . Year by year the value of land, especially in the suburban district, has 
risen ; the profit of cereals, seeds, and tobacco crops has also increased ; the wages 
of labour have been doubled, and of course the necessaries of life have increased in 
price proportionately. The indigo manufacturer^ however, has ignored all these 
signs of the times ; his only argument has been that for 30 years the price of 
indigo has been five bundles for the rupee, and that any demand of the ryots for a 
more liberal payment has been an insolent infringement of his vested rights, and 
this insolence he has believed to be engendered by an uncalled for solicitude on the 
part of the Government for the welfare of the lower classes. The more it became 
for the interest of the ryot to sow crops other tlian indigo, the greater the force 
which the planter was compelled. to use to keep up the indigo cultivation. So 
long as there was but one magistrate in each district, the power of coercion 
possessed by a manufacturer, who was also a zemindar, was unlimited ; within the 
last few years, however, sub-divisions have been scattered over the fiice of the 
country, and every ryot has had a magisterial officer within one day's journey 
from his home, the much abused power of the zemindar to enforce the attendance 
of his ryots at his cutclierry, under the pretext of adjusting his accounts, has at 
the same time been withdrawn by law ; and the ryots have discovered that they 
are not the mere slaves of the zemindar and indigo factor ; and the result has been 
inevitable, and a mere question of lime. 


21. At the latter end of 1858, two gentlemen connected with the indigo trade 
called upon me to ask me to induce the ryots of certain pergunnahs to take 
advanc(is from them for the cultivation of indigo. 1 declined, and pointed out 
to them that an appeal to the self-interest of the cultivators was the only course 
open to them. That same day they complained of me to Mr. Halliday, the 
Lieutenant Governor, for encouraging the cultivators to combine against the 
factories. The result, as his Honor is aware, was an interview at whicli certain 
persons representing the indigo interest ami myself wore brought face to face. 
Mr. Halliday recorded that I had been asked to do that which I could not be 
reasonably expected to do; a compromise was suggested, and I '^a9 directed^ to 
use my influence with the ryots to induce them to gt) to the factory to adjust 
their old accounts. 1 was to instruct them fully what iheir rights were as regarded 
the cultivation of indigo, and 1 was to depute one of my ministerial officers to 
accompany tlie ryots to the factory to see that no attempt was made to force them 
into signing new contracts, the ovMier of the factories signing an agreement that 
no such force should he used. 1 deinurred to this, being well aware that the 
effect of authoritatively explaining their rights to the ryots would he tliat they 
would at once decline all further connexion with the cultivation of indigo, ami 
that tile factories would gradually be closed, and that I should then he blamed as 
the first (‘xplanation would have emanated from me, Mr. Halliday oven uled my 
ohiections, stating that as this course had been agreed to by the representatives of 
the parties interi^stcd, I could not be blamed if the result of the course agreed 
to resulted in a manner nuflivourable to themselves, 1 scut for the ryots, and 
explained to them tlieir freedom to (>nter into such engagemcnis or not, as t!iey 
saw lit ; and the result was that the factories in Baraset were at once closed, as 1 
had anticipated. My explanation to the ryots 1 had taken the pi;pcaution to put 
in writing, and this was complained of to Governmcni, and my proceedings were 
approved in your letter No. 3006, dated 13th May 18a9. 

22. The Baraset factories are situated on the road from Niuldea and Jessore 
to Calcutta; ryots from those districts could see the Baraset cultivators m the 
undisturbed enjoyment of their own lands, and communications doubtless passed 
between them, vNhich led to formal applications from various sources for copies 
of the orders in the Hohrah case. 1 took the precaution before 
copies of obtaining the sanction ot the Commissioner of the Division. These are 
the orders which have in my opinion given rise to the 

was opposed to tlie cultivation of indigo. 1 hese orders declared that the eutenng 
into cSEtiacts for indigo cultivation was optional and the whole indigo ys em 
being one of force, it is not difficult to understand how a prohibit on agdinst 
force could be interpreted into an intention to discourage the cul ivation of 
indigo. As ryots were not to be compelled to sow indigo, and as they know 
well that no ryots sowed unless under coni[mlsion, their natural deduction 
was that Government was opposed, not to the cultivation of indigo as a vo un ary 
crop, but to the cultivation of indigo under its present system. I sincerely 

T r 
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believe that this is the cause of the rumour and the manner in which mv name 
has been mixed up in it. 

23. I have thought it only right to all those concerned thus to communicate to 
Government the manner in which I believe the present complication to have 
arisen, and I now submit this explanation of my conduct and views to the con- 
sideration of Government, with the full assurance, that whatever results the public 
may see fit to attribute to my acts, the Government will be satisfied that I have 
acted consistently and justly throughout, and that I have been influenced solely 
by the most conscientious desire to fulfil my duty as a magistrate to the people of 
the district under my charge. I would respectfully urge that my impartiality is 
borne out by the fact that no decision, or judgment w'hich I have ever given in 
indigo disputes has been reversed in a|)pcal, wiiich would assuredly have been the 
case had my proceedings been actuated by that bias which has been so frequently 
and unfairly attributed to me. If in my endeavours to afford to the ryots of 
Baraset that protection from violence which it was their legal right to demand, 
I have in any way injuriously affected the interests of those engaged in the 
manufacture of indigo, such result must be attributed to the fact that the system 
under which that manufacture is at present conducted is opposed to the principles 
of fair dealing and justice, and not, I would submit, to any unwarrantable preju- 
dice wdiicli I have imbibed in favour of one class of Her Majesty's subjects as 
against another. 


From the Honourable A. Eden, Magistrate of Baraset, to Baboo Hemchunder 
Knr, Deputy Magistrate, Kalarooah Subdivision. 

Sir, 

As the cultivation of indigo is carried on to a considerable extent in your 
subdivision, I beg to forward for your information and guidance extracts from 
a letter, No. 451(J, dated 21st July 1859, from tlie Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal to the Commissioner of the Nuddea division. 

You will perceive that tjiie course laid down for the police in indigo disputes, 
is to protect the ryot in the possession of his lands, on wliicli he is at liberty to 
sow any crop he likes, without any interference on the part of the planter or any 
one else. The planter is not at liberty, under tlie pretext of the ryots having 
j)roaiised to sow indigo for liim, to enter forcibly upon the land of the ryot. 
Such promises can only be produced against tlie ryot in the civil court, and the 
magisterial authorities have nothing to do with them, for there must be two 
jiarties to a promise ; and it is possible that the ryots, whose promises or contracts 
are admitted, may still have many irresistible picas to avoid the consequence the 
planter insists upon. 


Criminal Appeal, No. 137 of 1854, against a Decision of Alexander Hope, Esq., 

Joint Magistrate of Baraset. 


Proceeding of/. S. Torrens-, Esq., Sessions Judge of the 24 Petgunnalis, under 

date the 27th of June 1854. 

Gour Mohun Dhur, Muddoosoodun Ghose, Duraj Mundle,'] 

Hopsein Gagil, Souder Gagil, Shurufdi Mundle, Nubin Former 
Duffadar, Joidi Sirdar, Buckshoo Gagi, Choto Soonder /defendants, 
Mundle, Kassynath Dass, Jerapdi Mundle, Rostum petitioners. 
Duffadar, Jahed Gagil, Pritram Dass, ^ 


versus 


Former 


Putoo Khalasie, on the part of Mr. I^rmour, of Patragatcheei plaintiff*, 
# [2d party. 


Charge. 

By riotous assemblage and use of violence, destroying a crop of indigo raised 
on land previously engaged for by the plaintiffs master, and sowing thereon a 
crop of paddy. 
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The records of the petitioners’ appeal and the original case in ihe criminal 
court having been read and heard in the presence of moonehees Kristomohun 
Gose and Sluidiiba Shi Biswas, pleaders on tlie part of the petitioners, and 
Boidonath Bose, mooktear, for the second party, the following facts became 
apparent to the court : * , ,• 


That the joint magistrate had, by his order of the 20th May 1854, sentenced 
the defendants Gour and Mudhoo to six months* imprisonment each, with labour 
commutable to a fine of 30 rupees each, finding them to have been the principal 
movers of the aflVay in question, and the rest of the defendants to four montlis 
imprisonment each, and each to pay a fine of 15 rupees within a week in lien of 
labour, or in default to labour, and ordered that at the time of rdease, on the 
expiry of the term of sentence, recognizances under Act V. of 1848 he taken for 
one year from the defendants Gour and Mudhoo, in the sum of 200 rupees each, 
and 60 rupees each from the? other defendants. 


That against this order of the joint magistrate the petitioners had preferred 
this appeal, and that at the time of hearing the case, the mooktear on the part of^ 
the second party having been asked as to whom the lands mentioned in the case 
by his client belonged, that party admitted them in his answer to belong to the 
ryots, defendants. It then appeared to the sessions judge, that the joint magis- 
trate s order sentencing the prisoners does nut show what specihc charge or count 
was established against each of them, his proceeding simply showing tliat t e 
defendants having received an advance from the managers or owners ot the 
indio^o factory, had destroyed the indigo crop of the plamiitfs master by causing 
and ly, zoning 

to the sessions judge to have been Inoiight home ( n Kh'dishi 
evidence of the witnessc's for the prosecution; as witnesses f ’ 

Li:, oTlll ,id.'S .Idle on d,,. .pot , but Mr. - « 2 

defend.,,.., » 0 d away wi.en ,e ropaned to ,he 

aforenamed four witneascs, who were u b Secondly, it further 

factory, was considered to be u.iwor hy ot c^fij 

api Jed from the deposidon of the to the 

cak that the land on which t 'C alleged dimiage 

ryots, defendants, and though it •, Jt the ryots of that 

Larmour and Goodclp and the fictorv still none of the winesses 

village had taken advances from the ind g , j willingly cultivated' 

confeT say .feioK ol .hodefendaofe fe™: d,. tosU- 

indigo for the salieb, ami subsequeu ly the e i . 

mony of the aforesaid Buctar and three " bc>^ t 

to the factory, they had j ^ iiiferred tliattlic laud on which 

the lands, hence from their fUctory servants, and that nothing 

wC“X"ed“ £ "hi. ih. Y«V *«»'■“• "»■' ■“ 

advance and cnltivalcd i.digo on .!» '“i- • ^ 

It was further remarked as the on his laud, can under no 

entered into by a person for sowing P,^ ^,,,1 default to carry ou 

law lake the land from his control or 1 sued in the civil 

the terras of a contract can only make the dt an „,der of the 30th 

court. Under the above ^'^fJ^^SSants kre ordered to be released, and the 
May 1864 was set aside, and the labour, if realised, was 

amount of the t a coiiy of this proceeding was to be sen wi 

order into effect. 


Uu 


The 


7a. 
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The following were the grounds of Appeal urged by the Defendants against the 
Decision of the Joint Magistrate. 

1. That tlic action had hern iustftuted by Mr. Larmour, through his servant 

Putoo Khalasi, to compel the deftnulants to enter into an engagement Avith him 
for th(? jculfivation of indigo, but his allegations not having been in any \Vay 
established^ tlic deputy magistrate before whom the casewa"^ originally instituted, 
considered it unnecessary to summon the defendants; but Mr. Larmour having 
petitioned the Commis'.ioner of the Niiddea Division, complaining against the 
inditi'erence exhihitod by the deputy magistrate to try the case, that authority 
requested the joint magistrate to take up the case himself when the latter officer 
repaired to Kalarooah, and getting the case traii'^ferred tf) his file from that of 
the deputy niaij^istrattN proceed<-d to the spot to hold a inquiry, which he 

cornplet(‘(l witliout lakine; the depo'^ilions of any person residing in the neigh- 
bourhood, but relying upon the evidence given by four khalasees, SfTvants of the 
factory, living at a distance, and considering a different piec(‘ of sliali land sliown 
by a klialasce, upon which were found four or five indigo plant>, to lie identical 
with that belonging to tlie did’eiidants, and laying some stress upon popular 
report, he considen (1 the plaintifi's statements to have been safislaetorily estab- 
lished, and upon that conviction passed a s(‘vere sentence ii|wn the d('tendants, 
imprisoning them to long terms, and imposing upon tliem other severe penalties. 
Defendants then deny liaving received any adv<Hice for tlu' cultivation of indigo, 
for liad they done so, their kfibooleiit. could have been filed. They further stated 
that the Avitnesses, resi(Ieut> of the m iglibonring villages, examined by them in 
supj) 0 ! t of their (!< feiicn', C'.n’roborated their pleas of iion-reeeipt of advance, tlieir 
non ( ultnation ef indigo for the siilieh, and their doing nothing snbs( qiiently to 
damage the crop, lienee they contemhd that the joint magistrate was wrong in 
passing the abo\e sentence upon them. 

2. Defendants then point out that the plainlilT, in his p'O’itioii of the lltli 
By sack, eomplaiiied of t^c drfendauts Gour Dhur and Mudliosoodiin (/hose 
having in collusion with the other defendants destroycnl the indigo [ilaiits ; Init in 
his deposition on the lltli ami 12th idem, he made a dillerent statement, that is, 
he charged the defendants (h)ur and Mudhoo of having ordered tlie other de- 
fendants to eoiTiTnit the aimve damage, while sitting on the road running to the 
north of Jaidee Gazi’s house; but tliere being no road on the norlli oi J.iidee 
Gazi’s house, and the plaintilTs allegations in his petition and examination heing 
op[)()Sed to eaeh other, the aetioti j)ref(Tred by idni should have been C()Ii^'idel‘ed 
unfounded. It furilKU' appc'ared, the defendants .slate, fro u the ])l.iintill s (I(‘po- 
siliun, that on the lUh and 12th Bysack, lie hiinselF came to sow tlie remaining 
quantity of indigo, hnl witness Buklar stated that, lu' had come to the place of 
oeeiiireii( (‘ to cultivate indigo, accompanied by Burkut, Pnrodi, and Adiir, and 
that lli(* (lefeiidaiits on receipt of an order from Gour Dhur and others tlirctatened 
to attack ihc saheh, and that Gour Dhur was not present there, hut was pa.s.sing 
to and fro with MuddoO'()o(l(Mi iK'ar the house ol Thurapdi and Jerapudi, and 
witness Adat slate(l«(hat Gour and xMuddhoo were tlu^ parties who gave the order, 
while witness Burkut Khala«ee deedared that in (•ompany with Buklar he had 
gone to sow indigo, and on the nth Bysark saw Gour and Muddhoo give the 
order, wljile standing on the south of Sliurapdis’ house, arid on the 12th, while 
standing near ilui house of llermut. Defendants then state that none of the 
witnesses could mention the area and iioundaries of the Jaiid in question ; and 
that they stated that they never knew the defendants, but having lived at the 
place for eight or ten days, they could identify them. * Under the above circiiin- 
stances, defendants point out that the deposition of the plaintiff and that of. his 
witnesses being opposed to each other, the unfounded nature of the plaintiffs 
complaint had become apparent ; hence, the order passed upon the defendants 
Avas unjust. 

3. The allegation of the plaintiff, charging the defendants (jour and Mudhoo 
of having sown upon their land a crop of paddy in removal of one of indigo, 
which had been at first cultivated, would, the defendants contend, appear to be 
opposed to probability ; for had tlie defendants really received an advance and 
cultivated indigo on their land, they could not have been so much devoid of 
common seiibc as to destroy it to the prejudice of their own interests ; and the 

defendants 
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defendants Gour and Mudoosoodun state, that not having any connexion with 
the defendants, iheir collusion with them could never prevail upon the latter to 
commit an act entailing such a loss upon them. 

4; The joint magistrate was wrong in considering the plaintiffs’ allegations to 
have been established from tlie result of the local investigation conducted by 
Judubindoo Biswas, as from the depositions taken by this officer of Dhniuinjoy 
Mokeijea, the factory gomashta, and Rungoo Mollah, arnecn, it appeared that 
the ryots had destroyetl the indigo in collusion with one Kallee Kisorc Roy of 
Bag Achra, but that there was no proof in support of this allegation ; further, in 
the petition presented by the plaintiff before the deputy magistrate, tlic fact of 
there being a collusion with the above Roy was mentioned; and in tlie petition 
presented by Mr. Larrhour liim^'clf no mention was made of the names of the 
defendants Gour and Muddhoo; hence they contend they could not have been 
considered guilty of any offence from any subsequent statements made by the 
plaintiff and his wirnesses in contradiction to each other, much less punished as 
the principal offend(Ts. They, therefore, point out that on a reference being made 
by the sessions court to the above-mentioned petitions and deposi lions, the ille- 
gality of the joint magistrate’s order will become apparent. 

5. Two plots of rice land, different from that in dispute, on which, however, 
were found five or six indigo plants, were shown to the joint magistrate in the 
defendant’s absence, as the land from which the indigo crop was alleged to have 
been removed, and the joint magistrate, without examining the residents of the 
spot, from whom the real facts could have been learnt, relied upon the s'atimicnts 
of the plaintiff* and tlie Ameen Bukoo, who was an (uieiny to the defendants; 
and eoiisideriiigthe land belonging to other persons, upon which, however, some 
indigo seeds had iiiiconscioiisly bei ii sown with a paddy crop, to be identical 
with the land in dis[)iite, the joint magistrate passed the aiiove order upon the 
defendants, the ilh’galitv of wliich would become apparent on the above circum- 
staiiees being tak(?n into consideration with tlie recordb of the case. 

The (lefondaiits riieivfore pray that the joint /nagibtrate's order may be set * 
aside, and themselves absoUed from all liability. 


From A. R. 1 Es([., Secretary to tlie Government of IVnigal, to the 

Honourable Ashley Kden (No. 1550), dated 7 April IBOO. 

Sir 

I AM (liroctecl to ackiiowlod”;*; the receipt of your lettor, doted tlie 28tli ulliiiio, 
suhniiriiio’’ the. exphuialion called tor in niy letter No. dated tho 24t i 

idem ; and in rejily to comimuiieato to yon the following observations ot tlie 
Lieuteiiaiit Governor on the subject. 

2. It appears that on receiving through the Commissioner of Niuldea the 
Govermiicnl orders of the 21st of July last, passed upon the 
police interference in eases of deputes eonm^cted uilh the cidtivation ot i ul 
^hieh had been under discussion between yonrselt and ihe Com>n.ssio e , ud 
which had been referred for the decision of Covernmeot, you 
of those orders to Baboo Obhoy Clmni Bliose, the subdivisioind olfacer of lar a- 

goon^^ l 1 or the ruoinentofKalaimoa^ also, the two subdivr.ons hi wb eh t m 

r £d o«.ilrcd, wldU, gav« inmvdi.lo ocoa.o,, » ‘ ^ 

communication to Baboo Obhoy Chum Bose. 

3. ft i,W, admitted 

fully to your subordinate police oHicer I le pnncip e 

to be guided, according to the l^'^'rwitlMemccf'to which, previously, 

which the decision of .Goveriinient api-hcd, and « ' ‘ 

the practice had been various, uncertain, and oftai y 

4. But, as a point of form, it rpicstion, 

£'i3\^n"cios^ '"‘TS 

72 . . 
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official superior, you did what was regular or usualrin .such cases, or necessary 
for the attainment of the object in View. Jhe sub-diyisionaj officer had had no 
part in the discussion between the Corumissibner of the divi^ioji and yourself, at 
least so far as it Iiad been referred for tlic'clecision of Government, and he there- 
fore had no, inofe concern with tlje arguments than any other. &ub-di visional 
officer in Bengal. - ^ 

5. It appears further, that on Baboo Hem Chunder Kur beih^ appointed to 
the Kalarooah Subdivision, he also applied for a copy of the decision of Govern- 
ment for his guidance ; and that though you saw no necessity for le|tirig the 
sub-divisional officer see how far tho Commissiouer and yourself had differed, 
you supplied him witli an extract of tliat decision, being “ that portion of the* 
Governmeiil letter which related to tlic general question of police interference m 
indigo disputes.” 

6. d'his was not the regular manner of proceeding. The orders of Govern- 

ment ill question v^ere not written with a view to their being treated in the * 
manner of a rule published lor the general guidance of all officers in charge of 
the police. / ^ * 

7. The regular and safer course would have been to have prepared very care- 
fully a V(‘rnacular paper, containing practical directions in accordance with the 
orders on the particular reference that had been made to Goveriimeul, and to 
liave sent it to the native deputy magistrate, who then could not have made any 
mistake in convoying his own orders to the thannadars, as occasion demanded, 
which is all that it concerned him to do. 

8. Ill regard to the publication of the purwaiinah issued by Baboo Ilem 
Chunder Kur, your answer is conclusive. You had given over charge of the 
di^lrict oi’ Baraset to your successor before the perwannali in question was 
issued, and it is clear that you had no concern whatever in its publication, and 
that \uu are in no way responsible for it, whether in respect to its wording or in 
any other respect. This is tl^e only material part of the charge^ that have been 
made against you, and the Lieutenant Governor has much pleasure in finding it 
to be wholly williout foaiulatioii. 

1). In the minor matter of the point of form above noticed, the Lieutehapt 
Governor imputes no blame to you ; and, on the whole, he is thoroughly satisfied 
with your explanation^ 


From A, JR. Yotwg, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Nuddea (No. 1500), dated 7 April 18()0. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letters of the lOtli February and 9tli ultimo, Nos. 
ac Ct. and 66 Ct. respectively, I am directed to forward for your information a 
copy of the explanation furnished by Mr. Eden ki the matter of the perwannali 
to which that correspondence relates, and of the observations of the Lieutenant 
Governor thereon. 

It remains to be considered wliether the di'puty magistrate, Baboo Hem 
Chunder Kur, is to blame for the publication of tliat perwannali in the manner 
describ( d by Mr. Larmour, if such publication actually took place. 

f arn directed, therefore, to request that you will call upon Baboo Hem Chunder 
Kur, Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooah, to submit to Government, .through you, 
a full explanation of the circumstances connected with the publicati^i of the 
perwaiJiiaK, wliich \'as issued by him in August 1859 to the police of his sub- 
division. You will be so good as to direct his especial attention to the faultiness 
of the wording, ^s’is apparent from the version of the perwannah obtained from 
the Government Bengalee Translator, a copy of which is here^with fo^v^ ai ded. 
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